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SAINT AIDAN 
November 29, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
MASS CHANGE 
Beginning Monday, January 4, 2021, 
the Monday to Friday 12:30 PM Mass 
at the Church of St. Aidan, will be 
moved to the Church of Corpus 
Christi.  The 9:00 AM Mass at Corpus 
Christi will discontinue.  This change is 
approved by the Diocese who 
encourage neighboring parishes to 
cooperate in serving the pastoral needs 
of the area. St. Aidan will continue to 
celebrate three daily Masses, Monday 
to Friday, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 
5:30 PM. Few churches in the area 
offer an evening daily Mass, so we 
were encouraged to keep the 5:30 PM 
Mass.  Three priests currently serve at 
St. Aidan.  Two priests are available 
each day for Masses, funerals, duty etc.  
 

BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 

THE CHURCH OF  
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Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Theresa Park (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Robert Keyes 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Brian Casse (Birthday Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Mary Bridget Duffy 
  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Thomas Fallon (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Lv. Ints. of Andrew Peter Jin (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Anne Eckhoff 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Harry Entenmann (Birthday Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2  ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Carol Ann White 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM John Naughton (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Kathleen & Peter Owens (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Fred Barlow (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3  ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Mirco Ragazzon 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Modesto Maulion, Jr. (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Claire Youmans (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Rita De Martino (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Rose Silvestre 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Ralph Mottola & Mr. Nipas 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Stanley Garzinski (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Patrick Hogan (Birthday Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5  ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Joanne & Charles Kempton  
      (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Diane Holbrook 
    Maryann Elliot & John B. Clark (Birthday Rem.) 
    Megan Smith (Birthday Rem.) 
    Julia Beck (Birthday Rem.) 
    Jean O’Shea   
    Nelly Kolia Ivanoff     
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6  SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Ginny Dahill (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians- Edith Coniker  
      and Eileen Lenney 
Fr. Kevin 10:30 PM Gabriel A. Santucci (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 12:00 PM Marina Bellina Orsario (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Angela Murphy 
    Rosemary Holmes (Birthday Rem.) 
    David Woodward     
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM Barbara O’Mahoney (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
 

O LORD, 

YOU ARE 

OUR 

FATHER; 

WE ARE 

THE CLAY 

AND YOU 

THE 

POTTER: 

WE ARE 

ALL THE 

WORK 

OF YOUR 

HANDS.  



Here we are, the last week of the 

month of November and our Church 

calendar tells us that this is the 

beginning of the season of 

Advent.  It is the time of waiting for Christmas.  Our 

two scripture readings today are addressed to 

people who, unlike us, were accustomed to waiting.   

The Isaiah passage most likely was written during 

or immediately after the time of the Babylonian 

exile.  The people of Israel had been utterly 

defeated.  So the people waited.  They waited for 

God to act.  The prophecy of Isaiah opens with a cry 

for help: ‘Oh, that you would rend the heavens and 

come down.’   

Jesus builds on this theme of hoping and expecting 

that God will act.  He promises his followers that 

God will indeed intervene at some point to rescue 

God's people.   

So what are we waiting for?   After all, the people of 

Israel returned to their land and restored their 

nation thousands of years ago and again within the 

past century.  We are now into the third millennium 

since the Messiah has come and gone.  So what do 

the words of Isaiah and Jesus have to say to us 

today? 

While the prophecies of Isaiah and Jesus have been 

fulfilled to some extent, their final fulfillment is yet 

to come.  The Kingdom of God has not yet been 

established in all its fullness.  The Prince of Peace 

does not yet reign on earth as in Heaven.  And that is 

what we are waiting for.   

Throughout history, God's people have waited for 

God to act.  God’s actions often take far longer than 

we would like.  But in every previous case, God has 

never failed to act.  So, even though it has already 

been over 2000 years since Jesus came, we should 

not despair.  Like Isaiah and Jesus, we are to remain 

hopeful that God will yet act.  We must continue the 

work that Christ has begun.  This includes building 

up strong families and transmitting the faith to 

children. It means modeling moral courage at home 

and in public, no matter the cost.  It is the call to all 

Catholics in the United States to resist cultural 

pressure to compromise our values.  Our cause 

sometimes appears lost … but we are still here.  As 

the dust settles from the election and campaign 

season, we will be faced with new opportunities at 

home, at work, in our parish, and on social media 

platforms to share the Faith in its fullness.  In 

a homily on All Saints’ Day a few years ago, Pope 

Francis said that like stained-glass windows, the 

saints allow the light of God to permeate the 

darkness of sin in the world. The Christian’s task in 

the days ahead is to determine how to best let the 

light shine through.   

This Advent season as we wait to celebrate once 

again the marvelous coming of God to earth in 

human form, let us seek to further the Kingdom of 

God in the present.  And let us expectantly wait for 

the wonderful salvation that is yet to come in the 

future when God will indeed tear open the heavens 

and come down once again. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens  

and come down 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

STEPHEN A. COCHEO 

MARTIN LUTZ 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Anne Lucenti  

Dahlina Paul 

  

CATHOLIC 

MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal 

$150,000.00   

Pledges $105,017.15 

Donors 428 

Payments $100,519.65 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

Stewardship and 

Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development 

will be posted in the 

December 6th bulletin. 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners 

are donating online.  Go 

to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

FIRST CANDLE OF 

ADVENT 

In Loving Memory of  

ANGELA MURPHY 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND  WEEK 

ELIZABETH BELLISARI,  

St. Aidan 

& THOMAS MAURO,  

Sacred Heart, Merrick, 

NY 

 

BREAD & WINE 

MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

JOSEPH G. DELANEY 

Requested by  

Bill & Maureen Casey 

 





TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 

EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

 

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 

COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN 

631-249-4994.   

THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS COVERED 

BY OUR SPONSORS. 

 

JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS  

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN  

AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, December 27th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, December 4th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 

December 1 at 7:00 PM in the church.  All are welcome 

to join.  The meeting will be live streamed. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

celebrated on Dec. 6th at 9am. This Mass will be offered 

in memory of deceased Rosarians Edith Coniker and 

Eileen Lenney. Join us online at staidanparish.org.  The 

December meeting will be on Monday, Dec.7 th. This 

meeting will be held In the church and can also  be 

viewed online.  A very special Christmas presentation in 

prayer and song will be part of the program.  The 

recitation of the Rosary will begin at 7:15 pm.  

 

50/50 SUPER RAFFLE 

The drawing for the Fall 50/50 Super Raffle is getting 

close.  The drawing will be held on December 4.  Send in 

your tickets as soon as possible, you may be one of the 

lucky winners! 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus Caritas 

Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, everything 

is shaped by it, everything is directed towards it. Love is 

God's greatest gift to humanity; it is his promise and our 

hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the parish social ministry 

office. Coming soon, we will have a new food box where 

you can drop off your food donations.  It will be located 

next to the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

Items Needed:    napkins, dishwashing liquid, cleaning 

supplies, laundry detergent, mayonnaise, sponges and 

toothpaste 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours 

are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen 

that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky at 

(516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27@gmail.com for 

drop off point.  Coats will be collected until January. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - #2502 FOOD 

PANTRY DRIVE SATURDAY, DEC. 12TH 

(Rain/snow Date 12/19) CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH, 

MINEOLA.  “Leave No Neighbor Behind”.  K of C Council 

#2502, will be holding a COVID SAFE Food Pantry Drive 

on Saturday, Dec. 12th, from 10am to 4pm in the 

parking lot of Corpus Christi Church located on Willis 

Avenue at Clinton Avenue. All donations will be divided 

between the Food Pantries of Corpus Christi and St. 

Aidan’s Churches.  Place your donation of non-

perishable dry, canned or paper goods in the trunk of 



your vehicle and COVID SAFE Knights will remove them. 

Cash donations are also accepted.                                 

Spread the word amongst family, friends, neighbors and 

co-workers!! See you on December 12th!!! 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE   

December 8, 2020.  Begins at 9:00 p.m. | Hour of Unity 

from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.  It was on the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception (then celebrated on December 

9th) that Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 

Americas and the unborn, first appeared to St. Juan 

Diego. The National Night of Prayer for Life bridges 

these two feasts to honor Our Blessed Mother and to 

pray for the sanctity of all human life.  The National 

Night of Prayer for Life is a pro-life prayer service 

consisting of exposition and adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament, the Rosary, prayer to St. Michael, silent 

prayer and hymns.  More information to follow.   

 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2021  

As we continue to accommodate COVID-related 

restrictions and other associated uncertainties in the 

coming months, the Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics has decided that, on a diocesan level, we will 

promote the March for Life 2021 as a virtual pilgrimage 

with local events, rather than a bus pilgrimage to 

Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021.  

As we prepare materials to assist local groups in 

commemorating this day, we are seeking out those in 

our parish where, instead of sponsoring a bus, there 

may be interest in hosting alternative activities such as 

a few hours of Adoration, a parish commitment to pray.  

To assist us with planning and promoting events in our 

parish, please let us know if your group would like to 

organize a prayer event for “March for Life.”  We ask the 

leader of your group to please contact the rectory to 

schedule a prayer event in the church.  We are happy to 

coordinate with you.   

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

  

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020? 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, 

invite you to join our group. We are Catholic women 18 

years and over. We meet at the Knights of Columbus 

186 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to Ruth Ann at 

516-221-6105 or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday December 13th at 1:00 PM in the church.  Please 

contact the rectory office. 

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE WILLISTON PARK 

LIBRARY 

WOULD LIKE YOU TO ENJOY ALL THE BEAUTY OF THE 

FALL SEASON RIGHT NEAR HOME AT THE NASSAU 

COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART LOCATED ON NORTHERN 

BLVD. IN ROSLYN.  STROLL THROUGH THEIR LOVELY 

GROUNDS FOR BREATHTAKING SCENES OF AUTUMN’S 

GLORY.  FREE PASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 

WILLISTON PARK LIBRARY. FOR FURTHER INFO, CALL 

CAROLYN STALTERS AT 742-0412 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, email dianneli@ optimum.net,  

or call 516-746-2625 or text 516-778-0006. 

We have had scholarship winners for the past 6 years 

and this past year we had two winners from our Unit 

144. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual home? 

Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone searching 

that you may know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have not yet received 

the Eucharist and/or Confirmation. There is no 

obligation to continue. To set up an appointment to 

speak to someone please call the rectory at 516-746-

6585. 

 

 

 



SHARING OUR TREASURES 
Christmas Adopt-A-Family Program 

ST. AIDAN SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 

Our Advent Program of collecting gift Cards and clothing for those in 

need will begin the weekend of November 28th &  29th.  Each year we 

help families from our area as well as St. John the Baptist, New Ground, the 

Veterans, Pediatric Hospital Units, Holy Redeemer Church and Church of the 

Resurrection in Farmingville.  This year we are doing something a little different due to 

Covid-19.  Instead of choosing an ornament off of our Christmas tree, we are asking for 

gift cards for our families and clothing for our veterans.   

 

PLEASE CHOOSE A GIFT CARD FROM THIS LIST.   

 

Gift card requests:  Target, Kohls, Walmart, CVS, Gas, Barnes & Noble, Home Depot, 

Amazon, Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body Works, American Eagle, Supermarket, 

Macys, Wendys, Visa, and Marshalls  

 

Veterans:  T-shirts and underwear (sizes M, L and XL and 32-40, Sweatshirts (sizes 

M-XL);   Sweatpants (sizes M-XL), Socks, Shaving cream/razors 

 

You can drop off the gift cards and clothing to the Social Ministry office 

which is located in the upper school (directly across the street from our 

church).  If you have any questions, contact me at: 746-6585, ext. 410.    

 

All gifts and gift cards should be returned to the Social Ministry office 

by Friday, December 11
th

.    

This is a wonderful opportunity to be Christ to others during the 

Advent Season.  God bless you and your family. 

      Rosemarie and June 

 

 

 



PARISH FINANCIAL 
UPDATE 
 
Many thanks to all who support St. 
Aidan.  Some of you have 
expressed concern over the impact 
of Covid-19 on collections and the 
additional expense of keeping our 
church, school and buildings 
sanitized and safe.  At the October 
Finance Council meeting, we 
presented a summary report of the 
major items affecting St. Aidan 
Church and School.  
 
 
ST. AIDAN’S CHURCH, 
AUGUST 31, 2020  
SUMMARY 
 
 Overall surplus is $447,808 
 Net Operating surplus is 

$348,982 
 PPP loan received was 

$578,872. Recognized 16 out 
of 24 weeks as income in 2019-
2020 of $385,915. The Church 
recognized $76,748 and the 
school $309,167. Keeping 
balance of $192,957 as a loan 
until forgiveness is granted. 

 
INCOME: 
 Regular collections are 4% 

over budget due to the 
enhanced offering drive and the 
ability to donate by credit card. 

 Easter was under budget due to 
the Covid-19 shutdown. 

 Fundraising was underbudget 
by $59,100. CMA goal was not 
reached and we were unable to 
have the second 50/50 and 
summer raffle. 

 Parish programs income is 
under budget due to no summer 
camp income 

 Auxiliary revenue – 
perquisites, votives, poor box 
and book rack income are 
under budget due to the 
shutdown. Assumed PPP grant 
of $76,748 is recognized. 
Donations are $13,000 above 

budget. 
 Unitas income was $321,010 

for the fiscal year 
 
EXPENSES: 
 The majority of the expenses 

are under budget due to the 
Covid-19 shutdown. 

 Salaries – there has been 
reduction of staff and some 
furloughs in March and April. 

 School Subsidy is 14% of 
collections. The subsidy was 

able to be reduced with the 
assumed PPP grant. 

 Contracted maintenance and 
maintenance supplies are over 
budget due to the additional 
cleaning including a deep 
cleaning of the Church and 
stained-glass windows. 

 Capital Repairs and 
Renovations: New rectory 
bathrooms, Lower school roof 
repair, Upgrade of phone 
system, Rectory plumbing and 



Gym boilers repaired, Sound 
System upgrade and Livestream 
in Church, New outdoor 
lighting, Polish of Church 
floors and bronze doors, 
Counting room refurbished, 
New Gym windows, Sisters’ 
house renovated, New school 
window hardware and shades, 
Finemore Landscaping, 
Lighting upgrade, carpet 
removal and installation on new 
flooring in school 
administration offices, Some 
classroom floors refinished, 
Refurbishing of all outside 
railings, Cleaning and polishing 
of sacristy floors. 

 
 
ST. AIDAN’S SCHOOL, 
AUGUST 31, 2020  
SUMMARY 
 
INCOME: 
 2019-2020 enrollment 421. 

Budget based on 423 
 Pandemic discounts given to 

Pre-K and Nursery families of 
$122,000 

 Before & After Care income is 
under budget due to shutdown 

 There was an increased demand 
for tuition assistance.  The 
following amounts were given 
to assist families from these 
accounts.  From Msgr. Kirwin 
Scholarship  $34,200.  From 
Msgr. McDonald Scholarship  
$4,750.  From Friends of St. 
Aidan  $18,123.  From the 
Italian American Scholarship  
$1,000. 

 School Subsidy – 14% of 
collections. Kept low by 
assuming $309,167 of PPP 
grant  

 PACE Fundraising – Golf 
outing had a net profit of 
$113,000. Overall net profit 
was $175,726. This is $45,000 
above budget 

 Gifts and Donations: includes 
the PPP grant revenue, 
unrestricting $58,000 of 

donations to the scholarship 
funds that were used and an 
additional $27,000 of donations 
to the school. 

 Student activity income is 
under budget due to the 
shutdown but is offset by a 
reduction in expenses. 

 
EXPENSES: 
 Other Administrative Expenses 

– there is an increase in bank 
fees due to the use of credit 
cards and online giving to 
collect tuition and fees. 

 Computer Maintenance & 
Support is over budget due to 
subscriptions needed for online 
learning. 

 Maintenance expenses – overall 
they are under budget due to 
the school shutdown. 

 Average cost per student for 
2019-2020 was $7,294. 
Average tuition per student is 
$4,579. The shortfall is made 
up through parish support, 
fundraising, NYS mandated 
services and gifts and 
donations.   



Confession 
Thursday, December 17  

1:00-2:00 PM  

Friday, December 18 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Saturday, December 19 

12:30-1:30 PM & 4:00-5:00 PM 

Monday, December 21 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Tuesday, December 22 

1:00-2:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 23 

Reconciliation Service  

6:00-7:00 PM 

 
Christmas Eve  
Masses 
2:00 PM  Church 

2:15 PM  Msgr. Kirwin Hall 

2:15 PM  Gym 

4:00 PM  Church 

4:15 PM  Msgr. -Kirwin Hall 

4:15 PM  Gym   

5:30 PM  Church  

8:00 PM  Church 

Midnight Mass  Church 

Christmas Day  
Masses  

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12 NOON 

1:30 PM 

No Evening Masses  

 
Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31 

Vigil 5:30 PM 

 

New Year’s Day 

Friday, January 1 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:00 PM  

 
Saturday & Sunday  

Usual Times 

Saturday 5:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 

10:30 AM, 12:00 PM  

& 5:00 PM 

Christmas at St. Aidan            



$100 MEMORIALS 
_____ (6)  Column Wreaths   ____Left _____Right 
_____ (2)  Choir Wreaths 
_____ (14)  Window Memorials-Each window in the church will receive a large 24” wreath 
  and a flameless candle in the center (The wreath may be taken home after  
  decorations  are removed from the church.  The candle belongs to the church.) 
_____ (4)  Palm Trees  (will remain on the sanctuary after Christmas) 
 

 
$200 MEMORIALS 
_____ (4)  Palm Trees (will remain on the sanctuary after Christmas) 
Large Wreaths: 
_____ Right Vestibule of Church 
_____ Upper School 
_____ Lower School 
_____ Finamore Parish Center 
_____ Gymnasium 
_____ Evergreen Roping 
 
 
$300 MEMORIALS 
(3)  Large Wreaths Outside Front of Church  _____Left _____Right  _____Center 
(2)  Sanctuary Wreaths    _____Left _____Right 
 
 
$350 MEMORIALS 
_____ (3) Sanctuary Tree  _____Left _____Right _____Right 
_____ Creche in Sanctuary (plants, greenery and poinsettias) 
 
 
Please complete this form and send to the Rectory office with payment.  Make checks payable 
to: Church of St. Aidan.  For information call (516) 746-6585 x1. 
 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________________________ 
FROM:   NAME  ________________________________________________________________ 
  TELEPHONE ________________________________________________________________ 
  E-MAIL  ________________________________________________________________ 
   
Donations will be published in the bulletin      ____ Yes      ____No  
Amount Enclosed  $________ ____Cash ____Check #  

Church of St. Aidan Christmas Memorials 









FAITH FORMATION 



 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which 

includes children working at home 

under the direction of their parents 

supported by the Faith Formation 

Office plus small Church Gatherings 

where children will come together in 

the church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending public 

schools are expected to participate in 

Religious Education classes every 

school year from grade 1 through 

grade 8.  Please contact the Faith 

Formation Office for more 

information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:    

No classes this week due to 

Thanksgiving.  Children and Catechists 

assigned to Schedule “A” will meet on 

Thursday, December 3rd at 4:30 or 

5:45PM. 

 

Attention Grade 5 Parents:  There 

will be an important Church Gathering 

on Monday, November 30th and 

Wednesday, December 2nd 4PM and 

6:30PM.  All registered 5th grade 

students were assigned to a specific 

day and time.  Please be sure your 

child attends on their assigned day and 

time since attendance will be taken.  

Each session will be one hour.  

Students are expected to arrive on 

time, wear a mask, adhere to social 

distancing, and be dressed 

appropriately.   

 

Attention Grade 1 Parents:  There 

will be a Church Gathering for Grade 1 

children on Monday December 7th at 

4PM and Tuesday December 8th at 

4PM and 6:30PM.  Children should 

attend on the day and time they signed

-up for at registration.  Please note 

there will not be a session at 6:30 on 

Monday, December 7th.  Students 

registered into that session are asked 

to call the office (516)746-6585 x405 

to register for Monday at 4PM or 

Tuesday at 6:30PM. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering Homework 

Assignments were due on October 

26th for 7th graders and November 

2nd for 8 grade students.  Please 

submit all overdue assignments as 

soon as possible. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which 

provides the Scripture readings for 

Mass.  Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles about 

how to celebrate the Faith at home in 

the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open 

on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM and 

on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by 

the office, please call ahead of time. 

 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available on a weekly basis along with 

the Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks 

in the main lobby of the Church.  Even 

if you are not yet returning to Mass 

due to  pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  Take a 

few minutes to stop by the church to 

pick them up for home use.  Please do 

not leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the First 

Sunday of Advent, which is the 

beginning of a new Liturgical (Church) 

Year.  Therefore, within the Church, it 

is correct to say Happy New Year!  The 

liturgical color during Advent is violet 



or purple, which is the color of 

penance and preparation.  Each week, 

we have been focusing on a Word, 

Phrase, or Short Sentence of the Week 

to help link the gospel to family life.  

This week’s Phrase of the Week is:  

WATCH FOR JESUS.  Place the Phrase 

of the Week on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week. 

The tone of Advent is a very different 

type of preparation than we 

experience during Lent, the Church’s 

other season of penance and 

preparation.  In Advent, we prepare 

and wait for the celebration of 

Christmas with an expectant hope 

while in Lent, the focus is on personal 

and communal repentance.  In the light 

of the current pandemic, we are living 

in a time when hope is needed more 

than ever!  Unfortunately, the focus 

during Advent often becomes a rush to 

complete all the decoration and gift 

preparations for Christmas.  This year, 

with parties and traveling scaled-

down, perhaps we can take a fresh 

look at Advent and Christmas by 

spending some quality time preparing 

our minds and hearts as individuals 

and family members for Christmas. 

In today’s gospel, (Mark13:33-37), 

Jesus warns His disciples to be ready 

for His coming by telling them a very 

short story about a man who goes 

away and entrusts his servants with 

caring for all his property.  The 

servants don’t know when their 

master will be returning so they must 

be ready for his return at all times.  

Jesus makes it very clear that we don’t 

know when He will come for us, so 

each person is charged with the 

responsibility to watch, stay alert, and 

be prepared for Him.  Jesus may come 

when we least expect Him.  The first 

two weeks of Advent also remind us 

that Jesus will come again at the 

Second Coming, sometimes referred to 

as the end of the world.   

This idea of watching for Jesus is 

helpful for children because from the 

word watch or watching, many 

avenues of learning can flow.  Children 

should be encouraged to watch for 

Jesus by remembering to connect with 

Him every day through prayer.  

Praying makes us aware of Jesus’ 

presence in all areas of our lives.  

Try to incorporate some traditional 

Advent customs such as the Advent 

wreath.  A traditional Advent wreath 

has evergreens with red berries or 

ribbon, and includes three purple 

candles and one pink candle.  The 

evergreens in a circle symbolize God’s 

everlasting love for His people and the 

wood of the cross.  The red berries or 

red ribbon stand for  the blood of Jesus 

shed for us.  Each week, a different 

family member lights an additional 

candle usually at sundown on Saturday 

in anticipation of Sunday.  There are 

many books with all types of prayers, 

which you may enjoy using as a family, 

or simply have each family member 

make-up a prayer while taking turns 

lighting the candles.  It is easy to have 

children make Advent wreaths out of 

paper plates and rolled paper with 

paper flames.  If there are safety 

concerns, battery powered taper 

candles can be used.  Each candle 

represents a virtue that should be 

practiced during Advent.  The purple 

candle for this first week of Advent is 

the candle of hope based on the hope 

the prophets of the Old Testament 

gave us foretelling the promised 

Savior. 

Another Advent custom is the Jesse 

Tree.  In Jewish culture, lineage is very 

important.  The Jesse Tree traces Jesus’ 

heritage.  Knowing about a family’s 

ancestors provides roots for the family 

tree or heritage.  There are many 

templates and much information about 

Jesse Tree construction and crafts that 

can be found online.  All the ornaments 

for this tree can be made out of paper 

so it is not expensive.  Find a tree limb 

that would be suitable to adorn with 

your family’s homemade ornaments.  

This activity can be extended by 

adding on your own family’s heritage 

honoring past family members and 

how they contributed to the extended 

family by citing their good works.  

Children love the stories and such 

activities build confidence and self-

esteem especially in younger children.   

Older children can be encouraged to 

read some of the Advent stories from 

Isaiah or perhaps be Bible readers for 

your own family prayer.  Discuss 

actively engaging in Acts of Kindness 

such as Kris Kringle where each family 

member performs acts of kindness for 

a particular family member 

throughout Advent.  These are just a 

few ideas on bringing Advent to your 

homes especially this year when we 

are so housebound.  

Try to include a celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation in your 

Advent schedule.  Take the little ones 

not yet old enough for this sacrament 

with you to set an example that they 

will remember.  Reach out to others 

during this time of celebration 

especially those who may have extra 

financial hardship due to the 

pandemic.  Involve the children in 

planning, sorting, delivering, and 

contacting those in need in whatever 

safe, socially distant ways you can. 

Whatever you choose to do, keep it 

simple and stick to it even when the 

hustle and bustle of Christmas fast 

approaching seems overwhelming.  

You will be glad you stayed with your 

initial plan when you WATCH FOR 

JESUS and find HE IS HERE WITHIN 

AND AROUND YOU.  Enjoy growing 

and working as a family.  May you 

receive many Advent blessings! 







The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 

was once thought to have been 

composed by St. Paul the Apostle in 

prison but is more likely the work of 

one or more of his disciples. Ephesus 

was a port city and Paul’s base of 

operations for over two years. He 

didn’t found the community, but 

worked closely with them. It was a 

major center of early Christianity, 

mentioned about 20 times in the 

New Testament. The letter is not 

written specifically to the city, but to 

the surrounding region. It is similar 

in imagery, theology, structure, and 

vocabulary to the letter to the 

Colossians, with nearly half of it 

having parallels with that letter, so 

the same scholarly logic which 

attributes that letter to a Pauline 

disciple rather than directly to Paul 

applies to both. Furthermore, 

upwards of 85% of this epistle is 

duplicated in other letters, 

strengthening the case for its 

authorship being a disciple of Paul 

writing sometime after his death. 

Finally, the letter lacks Paul’s usual 

elaborate greeting and closing and 

since Paul worked there for over two 

years, this is so unlike Paul that it 

becomes the final indication that the 

author was not Paul himself. Given 

all this, there is no universal 

acceptance of a date, but the 

majority opinion centers around the 

late first century, perhaps as late as 

90 AD.  

The Christology and theological 

descriptions of the church in 

Ephesians indicate that the 

community was composed of 

Christianized mixed Gentile and 

Hellenized Jewish members. And 

how this came to be is one of the 

best clues to the late date and 

pseudo-Pauline authorship of 

Ephesians as the author says the 

faith which unites them was 

“revealed to His 

(Christ’s) holy apostles and prophets 

by the Spirit.” This is a slightly 

different depiction of the church as a 

building than we read in 1 

Corinthians, where Jesus is the 

foundation on which Paul and the 

others are building. Here, the 

foundation is laid by the apostles, 

and Christ is the capstone (without 

which the structure would collapse). 

Paul expands this image to 

emphasize the unity of Jews and 

Gentiles brought about by Christ’s 

death and resurrection Eph2: 11a, 

12b-13, 19-21 “Therefore, 

remember that at one time you, 

Gentiles were at that time without 

Christ, alienated from the 

community of Israel and strangers to 

the covenants of promise, without 

hope and without God in the 

world.  But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have become 

near by the blood of Christ. So then 

you are no longer strangers and 

sojourners, but you are fellow 

citizens with the holy ones and 

members of the household of 

God, built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus himself as the capstone.  

Through him the whole structure is 

held together and grows into a 

temple sacred in the Lord;” Such 

terminology is later than Paul and 

sees the apostolic age as a time in 

the past. 

 Like Colossians, the letter stresses 

how Christians should live, and 

emphasizes the unity of Gentiles and 

Jews in the new church. In doing so, 

Ephesians repeats much of the 

material from Colossians, but tends 

to add more depth to it. For example, 

In Eph 5:21-32 Paul covers much the 

same ground as in Col 3:18-21, 

describing the relationships within 

the family. They are similar, but in 

Ephesians, he goes on to add the 

theological comparison of familial 

love being specifically cited as the 

paradigm for the church with Christ 

as the head of the body which is the 

church.  Christ is the head of the 

church, which He loves, but it is 

subordinate to Him, and this is 

similar to the relationship of the 

husband to the wife in the cultural 

structure of the family at that time, 

as he adds this to the instructions for 

the husband: Eph 5:28-32, “So [also] 

husbands should love their wives as 

their own bodies. He who loves his 

wife loves himself.  For no one hates 

his own flesh but rather nourishes 

and cherishes it, even as Christ does 

the church, because we are members 

of His body.  “For this reason a man 

shall leave [his] father and [his] 

mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh.” This 

is a great mystery, but I speak in 

reference to Christ and the 

church.”  The author of this epistle 

actually brings up the concept of the 

church as the body of Christ early in 

the letter, Eph 1: 22-23, “And He put 

all things beneath His feet and gave 

Him as head over all things to the 

church, which is His body, the 

fullness of the One who fills all 

things in every way”, and while the 

concept of the church as the body of 

Christ is consistent with many of the 



earlier letters which were certainly 

written by Paul, this expands that 

teaching: the church to which 

Ephesians refers is not just the local 

community, but the universal 

church, and it has distinct parts: 

Christ is the head, the church is the 

body; he uses the metaphor over and 

over in Eph:4 1-6, to tell them and us 

how we should live,  “I… urge you to 

live in a manner worthy of the call 

you have received, with all humility 

and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another through 

love, striving to preserve the unity of 

the spirit through the bond of 

peace: one body and one Spirit, as 

you were also called to the one hope 

of your call;  one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; one God and Father of all, 

who is over all and through all and in 

all.” He then immediately returns to 

the metaphor of the church as body, 

Eph: 4:7-12, 15-16 “But grace was 

given to each of us according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift.  And He gave 

some as apostles, others as prophets, 

others as evangelists, others as 

pastors and teachers, to equip the 

holy ones for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, … living the truth in love, we 

should grow in every way into Him 

who is the head, Christ, from Whom 

the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting 

ligament, with the proper 

functioning of each part, brings 

about the body’s growth and builds 

itself up in love.” This again repeats 

concepts similar to earlier letters, 

notably Romans and 1 Corinthians, 

but adds more depth to them.  

With all these similarities, there is 

one distinct theological concept 

developed beyond any of the other 

letters, again emphasizing the 

relative late date, Eph 1: 8-10 “In all 

wisdom and insight, He (the Father) 

has made known to us the 

mystery of His will in accord with his 

favor that He set forth in Him as a 

plan for the fullness of times, to sum 

up all things in Christ, in heaven and 

on earth”, thus tracing the cosmic 

identity of Christ as existing from 

before everything and lasting 

forever and in Whom everything is 

called into being. It arises again in 

chapters 2 and 4, but this is the best 

summary of Christ’s pre-eminent 

position, made much more 

definitively clear in this letter than 

any other. This is similar to the pre-

existence and eternal nature of 

Christ we see in John’s Gospel, and it, 

too, represents a later, more 

developed Christology. So while 

Ephesians is not directly attributable 

to St. Paul, it does reflect his 

teachings and advice, as they 

continued to develop under the 

direction of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The First Sunday in Advent Today, 

we begin the season of Advent and 

the theme of the Readings comes 

from the last sentence of the Gospel: 

"What I say to you, I say to all, 

watch.” What Jesus is saying here in 

Mark's gospel is "Be on guard for the 

Lord is coming and you know not the 

day or hour." For those who have a 

good and faithful relationship with 

Our Lord, this should be an occasion 

to look forward to; but for those who 

do not know Christ, it could be a 

frustrating time of decision. In the 

First Reading from the Prophet 

Isaiah (63:16-19; 64:2-7), we hear 

the prophet lamenting a prayer of 

frustration directed to God. The time 

of this writing is the early 5th 

Century BC. The prophet, who had 

been sent by God to bolster the 

spirits of the people of Israel and 

Judah, has not had much success. 

The people were disorganized and 

without leadership. Instead of 

turning to God for help, they 

quarreled among themselves and 

sinned greatly. In spite of all this, the 

prophet lays his life on the line and 

pleads for God's mercy and help for 

himself and his people. The 

Responsorial Psalm (80:2-19) is a 

beautiful prayer that continues the 

same theme of calling upon God to 

come and lead us to salvation. This 

prayer is, of course, fulfilled in the 

coming of Jesus Christ at the first 

Christmas. However, He didn't come 

as a “knight in shining armor” but 

rather, as a tiny babe born in a 

stable. He died the same way. The 

poorest of the poor” so that we could 

identify with His humble life style to 

see the degree of love that this God-

Man has for you and me. The Second 

Reading is from St. Paul's First Letter 

to the Corinthians (1:3-9). Here, Paul 

is giving thanks for the blessings that 

God has given His people through 

Jesus Christ. This is the fulfillment of 

Isaiah's prayer. Christ did come to 

save His people. Not as they had 

expected, but in His own time and on 

His own terms. We should be 

thankful for these and all of God's 

blessings. This is why we celebrate 

at least one Day of Thanksgiving. It 

should be every day! The Gospel 



Reading is from Mark (13:33-37). In 

these few words, we have a powerful 

statement from Jesus Christ Himself. 

It is directed to everyone, but not 

everyone need be worried. Those 

who are walking in the footsteps of 

Christ will be ready and alert when 

He comes for them; but those who 

have lagged behind, this meeting 

could be a time of great despair. As 

we begin a new Liturgical Year and 

the beautiful season of Advent in 

preparation for Christmas, we have a 

timely opportunity to take inventory 

of our spiritual assets and review 

how we are using our time, talents 

and treasures. Or, we just might 

need to spend more time in prayer 

asking God to help us reevaluate our 

relationship with Him. Whatever the 

decision, it is better than being 

frustrated by doing nothing. So, have 

you taken a spiritual inventory 

lately? Just something to think about 

during your prayer time this week!  

 

 

 

www.cffor.org 

From the Pilgrims to the Founders: 

Building a Nation for Religious 

Freedom, Life and Liberty 

"Of the many influences that shaped 

the American concept of liberty, the 

first and most formative was faith," 

wrote author Matthew Spalding. (1) 

 

"Indeed, America was the first 

country in all of history that was 

deliberately formed to protect and 

promote religious freedom.  Our 

founders rightly noted that people 

don't give people freedom - God 

does,” wrote columnist Rebecca 

Hagelin.(2) 

  

The freedoms we enjoy in America 

today originated in Judeo-Christian 

ideals that date back to the Pilgrims 

in 1620, the Puritans who followed 

them in 1630, and were the 

foundation for the Declaration of 

Independence written by Thomas 

Jefferson in 1776 and signed by the 

Founding Fathers.   

 

Two years after the first 

Thanksgiving, Gov. William Bradford 

made an official proclamation for a 

second day of Thanksgiving in 1623, 

to thank God for their abundant 

harvest and for "freedom to worship 

God according to the dictates of our 

own conscience.” (3) 

 

Aboard the Arabella in 1630, in 

route to Massachusetts Bay, Puritan 

leader and lawyer John Winthrop 

wrote the lengthy document, A 

Model of Christian Charity, that 

became a model for future 

constitutional documents in the 

colonies and beyond.  It read: "We 

are a Company, professing ourselves 

members of Christ, ...  we shall find 

that the God of Israel is among us, 

when ten of us shall be able to resist 

a thousand of our enemies, when He 

shall make us a praise and 

glory ..." (4) 

(We Still Hold These Truths: 

Rediscovering Our Principles by M. 

Spalding(1); focusonthefamily.com, 

6/30/15(2); americanthinker.com, 

11/28/19(3); winthropsociety.com

(4) 

 

Happening Now:  The Attack on God 

in Modern America 

 

The two essential pillars that serve 

as stabilizing factors in any society, 

faith and family, are under attack 

during these tumultuous times.   

   

Amid the Covid-19 crisis, in Nevada, 

casinos are open but churches must 

remain closed.  In California, the 

governor told churches their 

congregants can no longer sing 

worship songs, even while wearing 

protective masks.  In Portland, 

Oregon, flags as well as Bibles are 

burned in the streets.  In many cities 

and states, vandals are targeting 

churches and religious statues. 

  

"Do not be under the illusion that 

these protests and riots are anything 

but an attempt to dismantle all of 

Western Civilization and upend 

centuries of tradition and freedom of 

religion," wrote Journalist Miles 

Cheong. (1) 

(dailysignal.com, 8/6/20; 

townhall.com, 8/6/20(1); 

newsweek.com, 8/5/20; 

freedomwire.com, 4/15/20) 

 

“Whenever the pillars of Christianity 

shall be overthrown, our present 

republican forms of government - 

and all blessings which flow from 

them - must fall with them.”  

Jedediah Morse 1799 

 

 

 

 

 

 








