
December 6, 2020 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
MASS CHANGE 
Beginning Monday, January 4, 2021, 
the Monday to Friday 12:30 PM Mass 
at the Church of St. Aidan, will be 
moved to the Church of Corpus 
Christi.  The 9:00 AM Mass at Corpus 
Christi will discontinue.  This change is 
approved by the Diocese who 
encourage neighboring parishes to 
cooperate in serving the pastoral needs 
of the area. St. Aidan will continue to 
celebrate three daily Masses, Monday 
to Friday, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 
5:30 PM. Few churches in the area 
offer an evening daily Mass, so we 
were encouraged to keep the 5:30 PM 
Mass.  Three priests currently serve at 
St. Aidan.  Two priests are available 
each day for Masses, funerals, duty etc.  
 

BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 
505 Willis Ave. Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 
 

516-746-6585 
516-746-6055 (Fax)  
www.staidanparish.org 
lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
 
Pastor  
Rev. Adrian McHugh is away this 

week 
Rev. Kevin Cronin OFM is assisting 
 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 
Rev. Ken Grooms 
 

Deacons  
Rev. Rudy Martin  
Rev. Jerry Magaldi 
Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 
St. Aidan School  
ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 
Principal 
Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 
 
Faith Formation  
ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 
Mrs. Elaine Smith,  
 

Youth Ministry   
ext. 403  
Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 
 

Music Director 
Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  
 

Social Ministry, Director 
ext. 410, 408   
Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 
 

Parish Facilities Manager 
Mr. Pat Perez  
 

Business Manager 
Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 
505 WILLIS AVE. WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 11596-1727 

 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 ST. AMBROSE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Joseph Mignosi 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Robert Keyes 
Fr. Ken  12:30 PM Carmine Angelo Macedonio   
      (50th Anniversary Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Leo Han (Birthday Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 SOLMENITY OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Paul Lee (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the Clinton  
      & Tinghitella Family 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Marie Tedesco 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Thresiamma Neroth (7th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9  ADVENT WEEK TWO 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Philip Neroth (20th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Maurice Solari 
Fr. Kevin 12:30 PM Rose Panzeca (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Rose Panzeca (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10  ADVENT WEEK TWO 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Isabelle Marino 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Marie & Peter Tedesco 
Fr. Kevin 12:30 PM Leo Han (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 5:30 PM Terrance O’Malley 
  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 ADVENT WEEK TWO 
Fr. Kevin 6:30 AM Angela & Frederick White 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Julius Dutkowsky (18th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Deborah Masterson (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Lv. Ints of Rose Han (51st Birthday) 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12  OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM Diane Villa (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  Patricia Follo 
    Rosemary Spinelli 
    James Drew 
    Viola Lynch 
    Edward Ford  
    Bernard Gomes    
Fr. Ken  7:30 PM June O’Hara 
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Fr. Ken  7:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Lucy Tehomilic (Name Day) 
Fr. Kevin 10:30 PM Armand Villa 
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM John Lobato, Sr. (Birthday Rem.) 
    Anthony Mirro (Birthday Rem.)  
    Thomas F. Keller & Marion Parham 
    Clarence Jaye    
Fr. Kevin 5:00 PM Joseph Mazziotta 
 

THE  

GLORY OF 

THE LORD 

SHALL BE 

REVEALED 

AND ALL 

PEOPLE 

SHALL  

SEE IT  



 Isn’t it striking how Mark begins 

his gospel?  There’s no angel 

Gabriel, no Mary and Joseph, no 

shepherds or chorus of heavenly angels, as we 

have in Luke’s Gospel.   Mark gives us none of 

that.  He simply declares, ‘The beginning of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.’  Mark 

makes it clear the good news has everything to do 

with Jesus.   

The next thing we know, we’re not at a manger, 

we’re out in the wilderness listening to a prophet 

who is wearing strange clothes and eating the 

bizarre diet of the ancient prophet Elijah.  That 

prophet in the wilderness proclaims that God is 

about to do something new.  His name was John 

the Baptist.   

The people of God had waited a long time for God 

to do something to deliver them.  We heard it last 

week: ‘O Lord, why don’t you rip open the 

heavens and come down and save us!'  Their 

world was a mess — politically, religiously, 

economically.  It felt like a wilderness, a 

frightening, terrifying wilderness.  A time, 

perhaps, like ours?  For even in our sophisticated 

times there are obvious political, religious and 

economic divisions and anxieties.  We could 

identify with the same kind of fear and 

uncertainty, the same chaos, as people 

experienced when John the Baptist came on the 

scene, and when Mark wrote his gospel?  It’s a 

restlessness with a world that is not as it could 

be.  It’s a weariness, as we make the same old 

preparations for yet another Christmas, and we 

know in our soul that, once again, all our frantic 

scrambling to get ready, all our decorating, all our 

feasting with families and friends, and our annual 

visit to Church, will not fill that emptiness inside, 

and we’ll be more than ready to put it all away 

again on the 26th of December. 

John is the voice crying out in the wilderness, 

announcing that God is going to turn everything 

upside-down, especially our tired, old way of 

muddling through life.  His message was bold and 

straightforward: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord!  Repent!’  In the eyes of many Christmas is 

just another excuse to indulge ourselves.  When 

we live as if we are our own gods and don’t need 

to answer to anyone, there’s a voice, shouting out 

in the wilderness, ‘Repent!’ Turn around!  It 

reminds us to get on the right pathway, to return 

to God, to listen to God’s voice and open ourselves 

up to doing God’s will!   Do you hear that 

voice?  Do you hear that voice, crying in the 

wilderness of this nation and in the world? 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

ANNE LUCENTI  

LAURA RONAN 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Richard Walsh 

Edward Dirrane 

STEWARDSHIP  

11/24/19 $24,070 

11/22/20    $21,182                 

  (-11.99%) 

 

12/01/19 $27,275 

11/29/20       $22,230                  

  (-18.49%)  

 

CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

11/24/19       $4,455 

11/22/20         $882    (-80.20%) 

 

THANKSGIVING            

11/28/19    $5,770 

11/26/20        $4,842  (-16.08%) 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners are donating 

online.  Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTIONS 

No additional collections this 

weekend.   

 

COLLECTION DECEMBER 8TH 

Immaculate Conception.  Holy Day. 

 

COLLECTION DECEMBER 13TH 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $107,252.15 

Donors 444 

Payments $104,970.90 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND CANDLE OF ADVENT 

In Loving Memory of  

HUMBERTO & EDITH SARMIENTO 

 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

GABRIEL A. SANTUCCI 

3rd Anniversary Remembrance 

Requested by His Loving Family  

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Saturday, December 12, 3:00 PM 

ELIZABETH BELLISARI & THOMAS 

MAURO 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

THIRD WEEK 

ELIZABETH BELLISARI,  

St. Aidan 

& THOMAS MAURO,  

Sacred Heart, Merrick, NY 

 

 



MASS AT ST. AIDAN ON MONDAY 12/7 AT 5:30 PM 

TUESDAY 12/8 AT 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:30 PM & 5:30 PM 



TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 

EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

 

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 

COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN 

631-249-4994.   

THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS COVERED 

BY OUR SPONSORS. 

 

JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS  

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN  

AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

SUPPORT OUR RELIGIOUS.   

Our second collection on the weekend of December 12 & 

13 is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Many senior 

Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 

served for little or no pay. Today, religious communities 

often do not have enough savings to meet retirement 

needs. Your gift helps provide medications, nursing care, 

and more for tens of thousands of elderly religious. It also 

helps ensure younger members can continue the good 

works of their elders. Please be generous. 

 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS REVISITED 

In Slavic countries there are many customs connected with 

the celebration of the Christ Child’s birth.  One such 

tradition is the breaking of Oplatek or Christmas wafer.  

The wafer, which looks much like unconsecrated 

communion bread, is traditionally broken at grace before 

the Christmas Eve meal.  If you are interested in making 

the tradition part of your Christmas celebration, please 

purchase an Oplatek at the Rectory office ($2.00 donation).    

  

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a bottle 

of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to bless it as 

you leave church.  

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, December 27th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, December 18th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP WITH 

BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism may 

now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on Sunday 

December 13th at 1:00 PM in the church.  Please contact 

the rectory office. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

LEGION OF MARY 

Meeting on December 9 at 7:00 PM in the church.  All are 

welcome to join.  The meeting will be live streamed. 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE   

December 8, 2020.  Begins at 9:00 p.m. | Hour of Unity 

from 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.  It was on the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception (then celebrated on December 

9th) that Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 

Americas and the unborn, first appeared to St. Juan Diego. 

The National Night of Prayer for Life bridges these two 

feasts to honor Our Blessed Mother and to pray for the 

sanctity of all human life.  The National Night of Prayer for 

Life is a pro-life prayer service consisting of exposition and 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, prayer to 

St. Michael, silent prayer and hymns.   

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

celebrated on Dec. 6th at 9am. This Mass will be offered in 

memory of deceased Rosarians Edith Coniker and Eileen 

Lenney. Join us online at staidanparish.org.  The December 

meeting will be on Monday, Dec.7th. This meeting will be 

held In the church and can also  be viewed online.  A very 

special Christmas presentation in prayer and song will be 

part of the program.  The recitation of the Rosary will 

begin at 7:15 pm.  



SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus Caritas 

Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, everything is 

shaped by it, everything is directed towards it. Love is 

God's greatest gift to humanity; it is his promise and our 

hope.” 

Blessings to you and all your family members!  

Thanksgiving this year was so different from previous 

years but one thing that didn’t change at all is the 

generosity, compassion and kindness shared with those in 

need.  Through your generosity we were able to help so 

many families.  Each family had a turkey and the 

trimmings to share with their family! 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the parish social ministry office. 

Coming soon, we will have a new food box where you can 

drop off your food donations.  It will be located next to the 

St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

Items Needed:   Bottles of water, chop meat, hams (for 

christmas), chicken, frozen pizza and hamburgers. 

SHARING OUR TREASURES PROGRAM:  Please consult the 

flyer in the bulletin for more information. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours are:  

Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the Finamore Parish 

Center entrance (across from the church on Willis Avenue 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - #2502 FOOD 

PANTRY DRIVE SATURDAY, DEC. 12TH 

(Rain/snow Date 12/19) CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH, 

MINEOLA.  “Leave No Neighbor Behind”.  K of C Council 

#2502, will be holding a COVID SAFE Food Pantry Drive on 

Saturday, Dec. 12th, from 10am to 4pm in the parking lot 

of Corpus Christi Church located on Willis Avenue at 

Clinton Avenue. All donations will be divided between the 

Food Pantries of Corpus Christi and St. Aidan’s Churches.  

Place your donation of non-perishable dry, canned or 

paper goods in the trunk of your vehicle and COVID SAFE 

Knights will remove them. Cash donations are also 

accepted.  Spread the word amongst family, friends, 

neighbors and co-workers!! See you on December 12th!!!   

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this winter. 

Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen that feeds 

185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky at (516) 655-

9755 or Cathy comayu27@gmail.com for drop off point.  

Coats will be collected until January. 

 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2021  

As we continue to accommodate COVID-related 

restrictions and other associated uncertainties in the 

coming months, the Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics has decided that, on a diocesan level, we will 

promote the March for Life 2021 as a virtual pilgrimage 

with local events, rather than a bus pilgrimage to 

Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021.  

As we prepare materials to assist local groups in 

commemorating this day, we are seeking out those in our 

parish where, instead of sponsoring a bus, there may be 

interest in hosting alternative activities such as a few 

hours of Adoration, a parish commitment to pray.  To 

assist us with planning and promoting events in our 

parish, please let us know if your group would like to 

organize a prayer event for “March for Life.”  We ask the 

leader of your group to please contact the rectory to 

schedule a prayer event in the church.  We are happy to 

coordinate with you.   

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020? 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, invite 

you to join our group. We are Catholic women 18 years 

and over. We meet at the Knights of Columbus 186 Jericho 

Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-221-6105 

or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, great 

grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in the = 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 144 has scholarship applications available.  

Applications can be downloaded, please contact Dianne 

Karl, email dianneli@ optimum.net,  or call 516-746-2625 

or text 516-778-0006.  We have had scholarship winners 

for the past 6 years and this past year we had two winners 

from our Unit 144. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual home? Our 

“no strings” inquiry is open to anyone searching that you 

may know. This is ideal for learning about Catholicism and 

for Catholics who have not yet received the Eucharist and/

or Confirmation. There is no obligation to continue. To set 

up an appointment to speak to someone please call the 

rectory at 516-746-6585. 

 

 



SHARING OUR TREASURES 
Christmas Adopt-A-Family Program ST. AIDAN SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 

Please return all gifts and gift cards to the parish social ministry office 

by Friday, December 11th.  

 

Each year we help families from our area as well as St. John the Baptist, New 

Ground, the Veterans, Pediatric Hospital Units, Holy Redeemer Church and 

Church of the Resurrection in Farmingville.  This year we are doing something a little 

different due to Covid-19.  Instead of choosing an ornament off of our Christmas tree, we 

are asking for gift cards for our families and clothing for our veterans.   

 

PLEASE CHOOSE A GIFT CARD FROM THIS LIST.   

 

Gift card requests:  Target, Kohls, Walmart, CVS, Gas, Barnes & Noble, Home Depot, 

Amazon, Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body Works, American Eagle, Supermarket, 

Macys, Wendys, Visa, and Marshalls  

 

Veterans:  T-shirts and underwear (sizes M, L and XL and 32-40, Sweatshirts 

(sizes M-XL);   Sweatpants (sizes M-XL), Socks, Shaving cream/razors 

 

You can drop off the gift cards and clothing to the Social Ministry office 

which is located in the upper school (directly across the street from our 

church).  If you have any questions, contact me at: 746-6585, ext. 410.    

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to be Christ to others during the 

Advent Season.  God bless you and your family. 

       

      Rosemarie and June 

 

 

 

 





JUST WE TWO PROGRAM 

JANUARY 2021 

REGISTRATION SHEET 

 

Please indicate  

1st and 2nd and 3rd choice 

Tuesday  

_____9:00-10:30 _____11:30-1:00 

Thursday  

____9:00-10:30 _____11:30-1:00 

(Tuesday and Thursday activities 

are the same) 

 

Child’s Name 

_______________________________________ 

Child’s Date of Birth: 

_______________________________________ 

Parents’ Names 

_______________________________________ 

Address: 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Email: 

_______________________________________ 

Phone: 

_______________________________________  

Cell: 

 ______________________________________ 

Person Attending Class with Child:  

_______________________________________ 

Relationship:  

_______________________________________ 

Phone: 

_______________________________________ 

If you would like to register for 

the Just We Two program please 

return completed form with check 

payable to St. Aidan School.  

Cost $150.00.   

Mail to Saint Aidan School Attn: 

Just We Two 525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596 

Thank you. 



Confession 
Thursday, December 17  

1:00-2:00 PM  

Friday, December 18 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Saturday, December 19 

12:30-1:30 PM & 4:00-5:00 PM 

Monday, December 21 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Tuesday, December 22 

1:00-2:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 23 

Reconciliation Service  

6:00-7:00 PM 

 
Christmas Eve  
Masses 
2:00 PM  Church 

2:15 PM  Msgr. Kirwin Hall 

2:15 PM  Gym 

4:00 PM  Church 

4:15 PM  Msgr. -Kirwin Hall 

4:15 PM  Gym   

5:30 PM  Church  

8:00 PM  Church 

Midnight Mass  Church 

Christmas Day  
Masses  

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12 NOON 

1:30 PM 

No Evening Masses  

 
Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31 

Vigil 5:30 PM 

 

New Year’s Day 

Friday, January 1 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:00 PM  

 
Saturday & Sunday  

Usual Times 

Saturday 5:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 

10:30 AM, 12:00 PM  

& 5:00 PM 

Christmas at St. Aidan            



$100 MEMORIALS 
_____ (1)  Choir Wreaths 
_____ (3)  Palm Trees  (will remain on the sanctuary after Christmas) 
 

 
$200 MEMORIALS 
_____ (4)  Palm Trees (will remain on the sanctuary after Christmas) 
  
Large Wreaths: 
_____ Upper School 
_____ Lower School 
_____ Gymnasium 
_____ Evergreen Roping 
 
 
$300 MEMORIALS 
(2)  Large Wreaths Outside Front of Church  _____Right   
(2) Sanctuary Wreaths _____Left _____Right 
 
 
$350 MEMORIALS 
_____ (2) Sanctuary Tree  _____Right _____Right 
_____ Creche in Sanctuary (plants, greenery and poinsettias) 
 
 
Please complete this form and send to the Rectory office with payment.  Make checks 
payable to: Church of St. Aidan.  For information call (516) 746-6585 x1. 
 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF:
 ________________________________________________________________ 
FROM:   NAME 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
  TELEPHONE
 ________________________________________________________________ 
  E-MAIL 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
   
Donations will be published in the bulletin      ____ Yes      ____No  
Amount Enclosed  $________ ____Cash ____Check #  

Church of St. Aidan Christmas Memorials 







 

On-going Communication!  

FAITH FORMATION HAS ITS OWN 

PAGE ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the 

direction of their parents 

supported by the Faith Formation 

Office plus small Church 

Gatherings where children will 

come together in the church while 

remaining socially distant.  

Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from 

grade 1 through grade 8.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office 

for more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious 

Education:    Children and 

Catechists assigned to Schedule 

“B” will meet on Thursday, 

December 10th at 4:30 or 5:45PM. 

 

Attention Grade 1 Parents:  

There will be a Church Gathering 

for Grade 1 children on Monday 

December 7th at 4PM and Tuesday 

December 8th at 4PM and 6:30PM.  

Children should attend on the day 

and time they signed-up for at 

registration.  Please note there will 

not be a session at 6:30 on 

Monday, December 7th.  Students 

registered into that session are 

asked to call the office (516)746-

6585 x405 to register for Monday 

at 4PM or Tuesday at 6:30PM. 

 

Attention Grade 3 and 4 

Parents:  The Church Gatherings 

scheduled for December 15th and 

16th have been cancelled.  

Seasonal materials bags are 

available for your children to use 

during the Advent/Christmas 

season.  Materials bags are being 

prepared and you will be notified 

when they are ready for pick-up 

during office hours.  Your children 

and the whole family will enjoy the 

materials.   

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework 

project assignments were due on 

October 26th for grade 7 and 

November 2nd for 8th grade 

students.  Please submit all 

overdue assignments as soon as 

possible.  The first group of 

Confirmation Packet Projects and 

Mass Reflections are due on 

January 15th. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this 

time of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of 

the Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Wednesdays from 1:30 to 

6:30PM and on Thursdays and 

Fridays by appointment only.  

Please contact us with your 

questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging 

time.  If you have paperwork to 

submit, there is a Drop Box 

outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop 

by the office, please call ahead of 

time. 

 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials 

each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available on a 

weekly basis along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They 

are located in the Children’s 

Corner racks in the main lobby of 

the church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to  

pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  

Take a few minutes to stop by the 

church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in 

the church.   

Today the Church celebrates the 

Second Sunday of Advent.  The 

liturgical color is purple.  Each 

week we have been focusing on a 

Word, Phrase, or Short Sentence of 

the Week to help link the gospel to 

family life.  This week’s Word of 

the Week is:  PREPARE.  Place the 

Word of the Week on the 

refrigerator as a reminder during 

the week. 

Today’s gospel, (Mark 1:1-8), is the 

beginning of Mark’s gospel, which 

is the oldest and the shortest of the 

four gospels.  Mark uses a citation 

from the Old Testament prophet, 

Isaiah, which describes almost 

word for word the message and 

ministry of John the Baptist.  John’s 

preaching directly pointed the way 

to Jesus by calling people to 

repent, change their ways, and be 

baptized, not sacramentally, but 

with a baptism that reflected true 

repentance and change of heart.  

Later, Jesus, Himself, would submit 

to that same baptism as an 

example and model for us.   

Hundreds of years before the birth 

of Christ, Isaiah described John the 

Baptist’s preaching, appearance, 

and life-style.  This is an amazing 

thing to think about.  Keep in mind 

that the foretelling in the Old 

Testament is not the same as what 

fortune tellers of today do.  The 

prophets were clearly inspired by 

God and their inspiration was not 

influenced by any human person.  

On their own, the prophets had no 

abilities or magic powers to know 

what they knew!  The last line of 

this gospel speaks of being 

baptized not only with water but 

with the Holy Spirit.  Clearly this 

passage that Mark quotes speaks 

about sacramental Baptism which 

dates back to the earliest days of 

the Church.   

At this point in Advent, families 

are deep into their Christmas 

preparations so the Word of the 

Week, PREPARE, is especially 

relevant to them  Children are 

participating in and seeing the 

many visual signs and sounds of 

Christmas.  Since the gospel 

describes the baptism of 

repentance of John the Baptist, this 

is a perfect time to tell children the 

stories of their own sacramental 

Baptisms.  Link these stories to the 

memories that generally come into 

play as the Christmas decorations 

get unpacked and displayed in 

addition to the holiday cooking 

and baking activities that follow 

cherished recipes from family 

ancestors.  Show the children 

some Christmas tree ornaments 

that are associated with extended 

family members.  If some of these 

people are deceased, tell your 

children about the people 

associated with the ornaments.  

Show children some pictures or a 

video of their Baptism. Review the 

signs of Baptism:  the pouring of 

the water, the white garment, the 

candle and explain the meaning of 

these items.  That same Light of 

Christ they received at Baptism is 

reflected as the second purple 

candle on the Advent wreath, the 

candle of peace, glows along with 

the first candle (candle of hope).   

Extend the light of Christ to others 

who may be experiencing the 

darkness of sadness about family 

members who cannot be with 

them for Christmas due to the 

current restrictions by extending 

hospitality using “window” chats, 

or running an errand, or placing a 

Christmas plant/card on the 

doorstep of a lonely neighbor.  If 

each family member did even the 

smallest Act of Kindness, it can go 

a long way to put a smile on 

someone else’s face (under the 

mask!) while helping each family 

member PREPARE for Jesus’ 

coming spiritually.  This would 

also be a great week to turn back 

to God by celebrating the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation!  

Enjoy Advent together as a family. 



 

                    

Focus on Religious Freedom 

www.cffor.org 

 

"The liberty enjoyed by the people of 

these States of worshipping 

Almighty God, agreeable to their 

consciences, is not only among the 

choicest of their blessings, but also 

of their rights.” -  George 

Washington 

 

Supreme Court Rules for "free 

exercise" of Religious Freedom 

  

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled on 

Nov. 25, 2020, that NY Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s executive order to enforce 

strict attendance limits on places of 

worship designated as coronavirus 

hot spots, violated the First 

Amendment's "free exercise" clause 

and actively discriminated against 

religious institutions.  The majority 

decision ruled in favor of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn and the 

Jewish congregations of Agudath 

Israel of America, because the 

regulations treated the houses of 

worship more harshly than 

comparable secular facilities.  "The 

restrictions at issue here, by 

effectively barring many from 

attending religious services, strike at 

the very heart of the First 

Amendment's guarantee of religious 

liberty," wrote the majority decision. 

(1) 

 

New York's rules, which the justices 

found to be "severe" and "inflexible," 

don't apply to retail stores in the 

same neighborhoods and in some 

places there are no attendance caps 

at all.  "Not only is there no evidence 

that the applicants have contributed 

to the spread of COVID-19 but there 

are many other less restrictive rules 

that could be adopted to minimize 

the risk to those attending religious 

services," the Court held. (2) 

 

"This is an historic victory," said 

Rabbi Chaim Zwiebel.  "This 

landmark decision will ensure that 

religious practices and religious 

institutions will be protected from 

government edicts that do not treat 

religion with the respect demanded 

by the Constitution." (3) 

  

In August, the pastors of two 

Colorado churches filed a "Lawsuit 

(that) calls both the federal 

government and Colorado leaders 

into account for their violations of 

the right to free exercise of religion 

among other abuses of power, 

primarily resulting from Gov. Jared 

Polis' COVID-19 related Executive 

Orders," said Thomas More Society 

attorneys. (4) 

 

U.S. District Court Judge Daniel 

Domenico ruled, "The Constitution 

does not allow the State to tell a 

congregation how large it can be 

when comparable secular gatherings 

are not so limited, or to tell a 

congregation that its reason for 

wishing to remove facial coverings is 

less important than a restaurant's or 

spa's." (5) 

(boisestatepublicradio.org, 

11/26/20(1); msn.com, 11/26/20

(2)(3); denver.cbslocal.com, 

10/20/20(4); pjmedia.com, 

10/21/20(5); npr.org, 11/26/20; 

nypost.com, 11/26/20) 

  

"I think it is appropriate that we pay 

tribute to this great constitutional 

principle which is enshrined in the 

First Amendment of the 

Constitution:  the principle of 

religious independence,  

of religious liberty, of religious 

freedom." 

President John F. Kennedy 

December 6, 2020  

The Second Sunday in Advent  

The theme of the Readings for today 

is clearly spelled out in both the First 

Reading and the Gospel. It is 

"Prepare a way for the Lord." This 

does not refer to roads or highways 

or, God forbid, freeways, although 

the First Reading does use the word 

“highway.” What these readings are 

saying is: "Remove any obstacle that 

prevents Our Lord Jesus from 

coming to you in all His spiritual 

glory." This is a preparedness of the 

heart. During this busy season of the 

year, many people put all kinds of 

obstacles in the way: frustration, 

excesses, thoughtlessness, etc. Christ 

came as a simple baby. He wants us 

to come to Him in a similar way. The 

First Reading is from the Prophet 

Isaiah (40:1-11). The prophet is 



speaking to the people of Israel soon 

after the end of the Babylonian Exile, 

(late 6th century BC). The Israelites 

are returning with new hopes and 

dreams and a new determination to 

be faithful and obedient to God. So 

the prophet is preaching to them to 

open their hearts and clear away 

anything that would prevent the God 

of Israel from entering and being 

with them in spirit. This was only 

partially successful. What would be 

your response today? The 

Responsorial Psalm (85:9-14). Here 

the psalmist continues the message 

of Isaiah above, telling his people 

and us that if we give our hearts to 

God, He will give us blessings 

beyond our wildest dreams, 

beginning with peace and all the 

other spiritual blessings to follow.  

The Second Reading is from the 

Second Letter of St. Peter (3:8-14). 

In this seldom read letter, Peter 

admonishes us to be prepared for 

the coming of the Lord at our own 

death, as well as at the end of the 

world. If we look to this life only, 

what will we have when Christ 

comes for us? This world will 

eventually pass away, so why hang 

on to things of this world? The 

Gospel Reading is from the 

beginning of the Gospel of Mark (1:1

-8). In his opening statement, Mark 

repeats the line from the Prophet 

Isaiah about preparing a way for the 

Lord. This was John the Baptist's 

entire message and it refers to an 

interior or spiritual preparedness. 

John knew that someone "greater 

then he" would come soon and that 

everyone should be prepared. That 

message is as true today as it was in 

the time of John or Mark or even 

Isaiah. In the days of the Jewish 

kings, it was common practice that 

when a king would travel, he would 

send out servants to make sure the 

roads were cleared and safe for his 

arrival and passage. The readings 

above use these images and the 

message but intend them to mean 

clearing a spiritual passage in our 

heart for Christ to freely enter and 

be with us at Christmas time. So the 

question is: "What obstacles do you 

have that might prevent Jesus from 

coming to you at Christmas?" 

Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week!   

 

The Second Epistle to the 

Thessalonians, commonly referred 

to as Second or 2 Thessalonians, was 

traditionally attributed to Paul the 

Apostle. It is very short, containing 

only four chapters. Current biblical 

scholarship is divided on whether 

the epistle was written by Paul. 

Some New Testament scholars 

believe Paul wrote this epistle but 

some more modern scholars reject 

its authenticity based on many 

noticeable differences between this 

and the First Epistle to the 

Thessalonians.  

To determine authorship, scholars 

compare the wording, style, tone, 

and perspective of the epistles, 

looking for consistency or a lack of it. 

They also look at content. While the 

letters were written to distinct 

communities each with their own 

idiosyncrasies, issues, and problems, 

they contain themes which are 

characteristic of Paul such as the 

importance of faith in Christ, the 

truth of the Gospel, specific moral 

issues. Any significant change to 

something so basic to Paul would 

lead to doubt that he is the author. 

To start this analysis, both letters to 

the Thessalonians name Paul, 

Silvanus, and Timothy as the 

authors, and they repeat much of the 

same type of greeting and 

thanksgiving, although phrasing 

them differently. But this alone 

would not be sufficient to doubt 

Paul’s authorship. In First 

Thessalonians, Paul is effusive in his 

statements of how much he loves the 

community and wants to be with 

them, whereas in Second 

Thessalonians, this is totally lacking. 

Given the hypothesis that he is the 

author of both, the time period 

would have been around 52 - 53 AD 

for both letters, and such a change of 

tone would not appear to be logical 

in such a brief time. The alternative 

dates suggest a much later letter, 

anywhere between roughly 80 and 

perhaps as late as 115 AD. In any 

case, well after Paul’s martyrdom.  

This is not the only change of tone 

for the author. There was a 

notable ambiguity about the 

proximity of Christ’s Second Coming 

during the latter part of the first 

century. Some early Christians 

apparently believed that it was 

useless to work, because the end of 

the world was close at hand. This 

letter explains that the final day may 

not be so near at hand and in any 

case, will not arrive until after 

the Antichrist appears and proclaims 

himself God. This leads to the meat 

of the second letter to the 

Thessalonians. In other letters 

accepted as truly written by Paul, he 

encourages believers to imitate him 



and he often commends 

them for their efforts in 

spreading the gospel. 

Here, he requires them 

to imitate him, warning 

them “If anyone does not 

obey our word as 

expressed in this letter, 

take note of this person 

not to associate with 

him, that he may be put 

to shame.” (3:14) and 

even harsher, “Those 

who do not obey the 

gospel of the Lord Jesus…

will pay the penalty of 

eternal ruin….” (1:8-9). 

He goes so far as to tell 

them that “If anyone was 

unwilling to work, neither should 

that one eat” (3:10) because the 

authors did not receive handouts; 

rather they worked night and day so 

as to not unduly burden the 

community.  

But this is not the most strident 

warning in the letter. In what is 

perhaps the most telling argument 

for a different author than those 

named, as well as a greater time lag 

between 1 and 2 Thessalonians, is 

the response to some unnamed but 

deceitful and evil author 

representing himself as Paul who 

apparently had written to the 

community concerning the 

proximate Parousia (that expected 

early second coming of Christ). “We 

ask you, brothers, with regard to the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

our assembling with him, not to be 

shaken out of your minds suddenly, 

or to be alarmed either by a “spirit,” 

or by an oral statement, or by a 

letter allegedly from us to the effect 

that the day of the Lord is at 

hand.  Let no one deceive you in any 

way…. For the mystery of 

lawlessness is already at work. But 

the One who restrains is to do so 

only for the present, until he is 

removed from the scene.  And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, 

whom the Lord [Jesus] will kill with 

the breath of His mouth and render 

powerless by the manifestation of 

His coming,” (2: 1-3a, 7-8).This 

represents both a change from Paul’s 

earlier expectation that Jesus would 

return soon, but also a very much 

more vindictive picture of how Jesus 

would condemn those who were 

falsely proclaiming an untrue gospel. 

The whole concept of an apocalyptic 

end of time and the Antichrist are 

also new to Pauline teaching. All of 

this lends credence to a later author 

using Paul’s name. So why would 

this very distinct depiction of the 

end times be necessary, and why 

would a subsequent author 

appropriate the name of Paul as 

author? At least partly because of 

the authority inherent in Paul’s 

name, as it seems was also done by 

the false author against whom the 

author of this letter is warning. So if 

this is not written by Paul, why is it 

in the canon of letters included in 

the Bible, and why do we read it? It 

does teach us more about the early 

church. One of the difficulties they 

faced was adjusting to the fact that 

many believers had “fallen asleep” 

before Christ returned and they had 

to adjust to this reality. And, since 

the critical tenets of our faith were 

still being solidified, and that left 

room for false prophets, and Satan, 

to try to corrupt the nascent church, 

some harsh warnings were 

appropriate. And perhaps, we, too, 

should heed that admonition as the 

world challenges us in our efforts to 

remain faithful to our core beliefs. As 

we have heard in the readings over 

the past few weeks, we must remain 

faithful and be alert not only for the 

second coming, but also for Jesus’ 

call to each of us individually at the 

end of our earthly lives.  

 










