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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must be 
worn by all present.   
 
MASS CHANGE 
Beginning Monday, January 4, 2021, 
the Monday to Friday 12:30 PM Mass 
at the Church of St. Aidan, will be 
moved to the Church of Corpus 
Christi.  The 9:00 AM Mass at Corpus 
Christi will discontinue.  This change is 
approved by the Diocese who 
encourage neighboring parishes to 
cooperate in serving the pastoral needs 
of the area. St. Aidan will continue to 
celebrate three daily Masses, Monday 
to Friday, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 
5:30 PM. Few churches in the area 
offer an evening daily Mass, so we 
were encouraged to keep the 5:30 PM 
Mass.  Three priests currently serve at 
St. Aidan.  Two priests are available 
each day for Masses, funerals, duty etc.  
 

BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday and 
3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at St. 
Joseph’s statue to the right of the main 
altar. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged through 
the parish. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the St. 
Aidan sacristy meeting room on 
Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Enter by the 
church door at the children's play 
area.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling 
the rectory office. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who is 
homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular basis.  
Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 14  ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS  
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Angela & Frederick White 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Eleanor Martin 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Genevieve Robinson (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15  ADVENT WEEK THREE 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Cathy Donato (Liv Ints.) 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Danny Steiniger (7th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin 12:30PM Pat Caminiti 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM George Baltzer 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16  ADVENT WEEK THREE 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Robert Chessman 
Fr. Kevin 9:00 AM John, Anna & John Dwyer 
Fr. Ken 12:30 PM Gregg Fiore (Birthday Rem.) & John Fiore 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Denis Reilly (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17  ADVENT WEEK THREE 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Matthew Huhn 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Deacon Frank Love (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Kathy Morgan (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Marie Tedesco 
  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18  ADVENT WEEK THREE 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Agnes Willoughby (8th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Kathie Reichart (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 12:30 PM Philip Calvin Amico 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Msgr. John Clark (Anniversary Rem.) 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19  ADVENT WEEK THREE 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Elvira Grosso 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM  Tom Stalters (Birthday Rem.)  
    Vincent  Persico (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Charlie Grippaldi (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
    Eleanor Martin 
    Pat Keena 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Giovanni Maland Ruccolo 
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Willis Fenwick 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM James Maloney (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 PM William Hannan, Sr.  (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:00 PM Maryann Viscardi (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Christopher Werbkay (Birthday Rem.) 
    Giuseppe DiCostanzo 
    William P. Cotter    
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
 

THERE IS 

ONE 

AMONG 

YOU WHOM 

YOU DO 

NOT 

RECOGNIZE  



It’s said that lawyers never ask a 

question unless they already know 

the answer.  In today’s gospel John 

the Baptist is attempting to answer the questions of 

the Levites, priests and Pharisees.  ‘Are you the 

Christ?  Are you Elijah?  Are you the prophet?’ (Jn 

1:21).  None of those questions really allow him to 

say who he is.  No one label can ever describe any of 

us.  We are too complex; we fill too many roles; who 

any of us is cannot be captured in one sentence, let 

alone one word!  And that is no less true of John the 

Baptist.  

What is clear is that John the Baptist serves as an 

introduction to the story of Jesus.  What is also clear 

is that we are now in the role of John the Baptist 

today.  We are the ones who are to prepare the way of 

the Lord (Jn 1:23).  We are the ones who can look 

around and see that Christ is among us even though 

others may not recognize Him in our midst (John 

1:26).  We are the ones to keep Christ alive in a world 

that continues to reject Him. 

As we approach Christmas 2020, that role is even 

more important to fulfill.  It is made difficult by a 

society that has buried the story of Christmas in the 

economic activity of shopping and shoppers and 

insists on wishing you ‘Happy Holidays.’   

It is made more difficult in a society that raised a 

generation without church in secular households free 

from religious input.  While we all dread another 

pandemic lockdown, these times of silence and 

isolation can be used by God to make us reflect more 

on our vulnerability and to search for meaning in our 

lives.  Right now people may be more open than ever 

to hear the story of Jesus.  They may be more willing 

to listen to our testimony of a God who embraced the 

vulnerability of human life, and although rejected by 

the world again and again, has not given up on us.  

And that’s where you come in. 

It’s easy to become cynical at this time of the 

year.  It’s easy to point out the ways people around us 

have missed the point of the story.  To be 

disappointed by family members who are indifferent 

or who say they are Catholic but don’t understand 

what that means.  To be put off by some public 

representatives and members of the clergy who 

present a dim version of Catholicism.  Our role, like 

that of John the Baptist, is to look at how we might be 

able to retell the story to our world today - to our 

friends and neighbors, to our family and 

strangers.  John came to point toward Jesus as the 

answer to their questions, the one who could offer 

them eternal life.  When we realize that John the 

Baptist is merely a witness to Christ, it becomes clear 

that his role is our role.   

We have a duty and an obligation to bear witness to 

the same Christ who lives among us.   

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

LAURA RONAN 

RICHARD WALSH 

ANNE LUCENTI 

RYAN O’LEARY   

MARY ROSE EMANUELE  

__________________________________ 

 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Linda Hayes 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Kathleen Donato 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Kelly Smith 

Jimmy Rallatos 

STEWARDSHIP  

12/08/19    $28,826 

12/06/20    $23,200              

(-19.52%) 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Over 350 parishioners 

are donating online.  Go 

to staidanparish. org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

ADDITIONAL 

COLLECTION 

DECEMBER 13TH 

Retirement Fund for 

Religious 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES 

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $107,352.15 

Donors 445 

Payments $105,070.90 

 

THIRD CANDLE OF 

ADVENT 

In Loving Memory of  

ROSEMARY & JOHN 

WATERS  

AND BETTY & VINCENT 

KEARNS  

Requested by  

MAUREEN & DICK 

KEARNS 





Confession 
Thursday, December 17  

1:00-2:00 PM  

Friday, December 18 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Saturday, December 19 

12:30-1:30 PM & 4:00-5:00 PM 

Monday, December 21 

1:00-2:00 PM 

Tuesday, December 22 

1:00-2:00 PM 

 

Wednesday, December 23 

Reconciliation Service  

6:00-7:00 PM 

 
Christmas Eve  
Masses 
2:00 PM  Church 

2:15 PM  Msgr. Kirwin Hall 

2:15 PM  Gym 

4:00 PM  Church 

4:15 PM  Msgr. -Kirwin Hall 

4:15 PM  Gym   

5:30 PM  Church  

8:00 PM  Church 

Midnight Mass  Church 

Christmas Day  
Masses  

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12 NOON 

1:30 PM 

No Evening Masses  

 
Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31 

Vigil 5:30 PM 

 

New Year’s Day 

Friday, January 1 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:00 PM  

 
Saturday & Sunday  

Usual Times 

Saturday 5:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 

10:30 AM, 12:00 PM  

& 5:00 PM 

Christmas at St. Aidan            



TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE 

BULLETIN EMAIL 

LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 

 

TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 

COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH 

BULLETIN 631-249-4994.   

THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 

COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 

 

JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS  

FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN  

AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 

FACEBOOK.  

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

ADVENT VESPERS  

WITH BISHOP ANDRZEJ ZGLEJSZEWSKI  

GLORIOUS ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS MUSIC  

BY BACH, MOZART, SCHUBERT AND BEETHOVEN 

REAGAN STONE, SOPRANO 

DRAGAN IVANOV BUBALO, ORGANIST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH,  

BEGINNING AT 3:45PM. 

CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN 

WILLISTON PARK, NEW YORK 

FREE WILL OFFERING  

 

SUPPORT OUR RELIGIOUS.   

Our second collection on the weekend of December 

12 & 13 is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

Many senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious 

order priests served for little or no pay. Today, 

religious communities often do not have enough 

savings to meet retirement needs. Your gift helps 

provide medications, nursing care, and more for tens 

of thousands of elderly religious. It also helps ensure 

younger members can continue the good works of 

their elders. Please be generous. 

 



SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the Parish Social Ministry 

office. Coming soon, we will have a new food box 

where you can drop off your food donations.  It will 

be located next to the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

ITEMS NEEDED:  We are in need of hams and turkeys 

for Christmas dinner for our families!! 

SHARING OUR TREASURES PROGRAM:  at this time 

we are getting ready to distribute the gifts/gift cards 

to our families.  Thank you so much for all you do to 

help our families! 

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27 

@gmail.com for drop off point.   

Coats will be collected until January. 

 

FALL 50/50 WINNERS 

Congratulations to our Fall 50/50 Winners, Roseanne 

Holtzman & Peter Nolan who each received 

$7,506.25.  Many thanks to all who supported our 

recent 50/50 Drive. 

 

BAKE SALE   

Hi my name is Nicholas Ammann. I am a Life Scout 

with Troop 45 in Mineola.  I will be holding a bake 

sale to raise money for my Eagle Scout Service Project 

on Saturday, 12/19 from 5:00 to 6:00 PM AND 

Sunday, 12/20/20 from 9:00 am to 1:00 PM.  My 

project will benefit the Williston Park Little League 

and the Village of Williston Park and will consist of 

the construction and installation of storage units in 

the dugouts at Kelleher Field for the players to store 

their equipment during the games.  Thank you for 

your support! 

 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS REVISITED 

In Slavic countries there are many customs connected 

with the celebration of the Christ Child’s birth.  One 

such tradition is the breaking of Oplatek or Christmas 

wafer.  The wafer, which looks much like 

unconsecrated communion bread, is traditionally 

broken at grace before the Christmas Eve meal.  If you 

are interested in making the tradition part of your 

Christmas celebration, please purchase an Oplatek at 

the Rectory office ($2.00 donation).    

 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS  

Now, more than ever we should be willing to 

proclaim our belief in the true meaning of 

Christmas.  Corpus Christi Council # 2502 of 

the  Knights of Columbus make available "Keep Christ 

in Christmas" lawn signs and various car magnets for 

sale in the Rectory Office.  Lawn signs are $ 10 while 

the car magnets are available for $ 4 (three for $ 10). 

 

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG 

For the month of November, the PB&J Gang made 352 

wash-up kits which they donated for the homeless. 

Thank you to all who contributed.  

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a 

bottle of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to 

bless it as you leave church.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass 

on the first Friday of the month.    

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 

AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception 

of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Wednesday, December 16th-Rosary in the St. Francis 

Garden after the 5:30 PM Mass 

 



BAPTISM CLASS 

Parents who are bringing their first child for baptism 

may now attend a baptism class.  The next class is on 

Sunday January 10th at 1:00 PM in the church.  Please 

contact the rectory office. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, December 27th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, December 18th and January 15th from 1:00-

3:00 PM 

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a 

Catholic group in 2020? 

The Columbiettes, from 

Corpus Christi Council 

2502, invite you to join our 

group. We are Catholic 

women 18 years and over. 

We meet at the Knights of 

Columbus 186 Jericho 

Turnpike, Mineola NY. 

RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-

221-6105 or Marge at 516-

269-9178 

 

ATTENTION HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, 

grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of 

a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently 

serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has 

scholarship applications 

available. Applications can 

be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, 

email dianneli@ 

optimum.net,  

or call 516-746-2625 or 

text 516-778-0006. 

We have had scholarship winners for the past 6 years 

and this past year we had two winners from our Unit 

144. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual 

home? Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone 

searching that you may know. This is ideal for 

learning about Catholicism and for Catholics who 

have not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to continue. To 

set up an appointment to speak to someone please 

call the rectory at 516-746-6585. 

 



$200 MEMORIALS 
Large Wreaths: 
_____ Upper School 
_____ Lower School 
_____ Gymnasium 
_____ Evergreen Roping 
 
 
$350 MEMORIALS 
_____ (1) Sanctuary Tree  _____Right 
_____ Creche in Sanctuary (plants, greenery and poinsettias) 
 
Please complete this form and send to the Rectory office with payment.  Make checks 
payable to: Church of St. Aidan.  For information call (516) 746-6585 x1. 
 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF:
 ________________________________________________________________ 
FROM:   NAME 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
  TELEPHONE
 ________________________________________________________________ 
  E-MAIL 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
   
Donations will be published in the bulletin      ____ Yes      ____No  

Church of St. Aidan Christmas Memorials 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2021  

As we continue to accommodate COVID-related 

restrictions and other associated uncertainties in the 

coming months, the Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics has decided that, on a diocesan level, we 

will promote the March for Life 2021 as a virtual 

pilgrimage with local events, rather than a bus 

pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021.  

As we prepare materials to assist local groups in 

commemorating this day, we are seeking out those in 

our parish where, instead of sponsoring a bus, there 

may be interest in hosting alternative activities such 

as a few hours of Adoration, a parish commitment to 

pray.  To assist us with planning and promoting 

events in our parish, please let us know if your group 

would like to organize a prayer event for “March for 

Life.”  We ask the leader of your group to please 

contact the rectory to schedule a prayer event in the 

church.  We are happy to coordinate with you.   

 

ADVOCACY IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND 

You now have the tools to make your voice heard to 

your elected officials right in the palm of your hand. 

The Catholic Action Network (CAN) can text critical 

advocacy alerts directly to your smartphone, with 

links to quickly send messages to your elected 

officials on urgent issues of the day. To sign up, just 

text the word CAN to 50457. You’ll receive a one-time 

link to complete your registration, which is free. 

Please consider signing up today. 





JUST WE TWO PROGRAM 

JANUARY 2021 

REGISTRATION SHEET 

 

Please indicate  

1st and 2nd and 3rd choice 

Tuesday  

_____9:00-10:30 _____11:30-1:00 

Thursday  

____9:00-10:30 _____11:30-1:00 

(Tuesday and Thursday activities 

are the same) 

 

Child’s Name 

_______________________________________ 

Child’s Date of Birth: 

_______________________________________ 

Parents’ Names 

_______________________________________ 

Address: 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Email: 

_______________________________________ 

Phone: 

_______________________________________  

Cell: 

 ______________________________________ 

Person Attending Class with Child:  

_______________________________________ 

Relationship:  

_______________________________________ 

Phone: 

_______________________________________ 

If you would like to register for 

the Just We Two program please 

return completed form with check 

payable to St. Aidan School.  

Cost $150.00.   

Mail to Saint Aidan School Attn: 

Just We Two 525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 11596 

Thank you. 



 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the direction 

of their parents supported by the 

Faith Formation Office plus small 

Church Gatherings where children 

will come together in the church 

while remaining socially distant.  

Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 

1 through grade 8.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

Children and Catechists assigned to 

Schedule “A” will meet on Thursday, 

December 17th at 4:30 or 5:45PM. 

 

Attention Grade 3 and 4 Parents:  

The Church Gatherings scheduled 

for December 15th and 16th have 

been cancelled.  Seasonal materials 

bags are available for your children 

to use during the Advent/Christmas 

season.  Please come to the Faith 

Formation Office during office hours 

to pick them up so your children and 

the whole family can use them 

during this special time. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework project 

assignments were due on October 

26th for grade 7 and November 2nd 

for 8th grade students.  Please 

submit all overdue assignments as 

soon as possible.  The first group of 

Confirmation Packet Projects and 

Mass Reflections are due on January 

15th. 

 

Attention Grade 2 Parents:  The 

second Church Gathering in 

preparation for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation will be on Monday, 

January 4th and Tuesday, January 

5th at 4PM and 6:30PM in the 

church.  Please have your children 

attend the session at the day and 

time signed up for at registration.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office regarding any concerns you 

may have. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office is 

open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  

If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If 

you want to stop by the office, please 

call ahead of time. 

 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available on a weekly basis along 

with the Children’s Worship 

Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 

to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to  

pandemic concerns, these materials 

can be used at home.  Take a few 

minutes to stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please do not 

leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the 

Third Sunday of Advent.  The 

liturgical color is rose or pink.  Rose/

pink is a liturgical color only used on 

two Sundays during the church year 

to denote the halfway point of 

Advent and Lent.  Rose is also a color 

of Joy and so as we light the pink 

candle, we light the candle of joy in 

addition to the previous two candles, 

the candles of hope and peace..  As 

the wreath’s glow becomes brighter 

with the increase in light, so we are 

reminded that we are getting closer 

to celebrating the coming of the 

Christ Child on Christmas. 

Each week we have been focusing on 

a Word, Phrase, or Short Sentence of 

the Week to help link the gospel to 

family life.  This week’s short 

sentence of the week is:  GET 

READY.  There is a powerful, 

repetitious connection from week to 

week in Advent. The overall theme 

presented in various ways is a call to 

be prepared, get ready, stay alert, be 

watchful to celebrate Jesus’ birth, 

which was His first coming, and to 

be ready for His second coming. 

In today’s gospel, (John 1:6-8, 19-

28), John the Baptist is questioned 

by the Jewish elders.  They wanted 

to know if John was the Messiah, the 

promised one, or perhaps a prophet.  

He denied this but was further 

questioned by the Pharisees, who 

questioned why be baptized 

especially because John said he was 

not the Messiah.  Then John the 

Baptist described himself as the one 

who is crying out to people about 

the real promised one the Jews were 

waiting for.  John was calling the 

people to GET READY to recognize 

Him.  

Sometimes it is hard to recognize 

Jesus even at this time of the year.  

There are so many things keeping us 

busy.  Besides the intensity of our 

daily routines, families have 

additional tasks consuming their 

time such as remote learning 

platforms, additional precautionary 

restrictions, and uncertain economic 

issues.  This year more than ever, we 

are all learning to live more in the 

moment and probably trying to keep 

life as normal as possible for 

children.  Getting through the 

upcoming Christmas season is 

always a distraction to spiritual life 

but even with the current situation, 

John is speaking to us about getting 

ready for the most important aspect 

of Christmas, the celebration of the 

gift of Jesus.  Think about it, after the 

wrapping paper flies around the 

Christmas tree and the great gift 

anticipation is over, we should not 

feel let down.  We are gifted in spite 

of the obstacles. 

Children deserve to be joyful as 

childhood is supposed to be a joyful, 

formative period in a person’s life.  

The skills and knowledge learned 

will last and grow for a lifetime.  

What we model for them will be 

memories that they will rely on 

when they face difficult times and 

we all know they will!  This week, 

use the Sentence of the Week, GET 

READY, by discussing and planning 

with your children spiritual ways to 

prepare for Jesus’ birthday.  Some 

ideas would be setting up the 

Nativity set in a real place of honor 

in the house.  Read some of the Bible 

stories or story books about Jesus’ 

birth.  Place prayer requests at the 

little manger in your Nativity set.  

Try to attend Mass or if there are 

social distancing concerns, visit the 

church at a quiet time of day when 

nothing is going on.  Place your 

Advent wreath on the dinner table 

as the centerpiece.  When you are 

doing the traditional holiday 

preparations, set aside something 

for others.  If baking, bake extra for 

an elderly neighbor.  If wrapping, 

remember those who are less 

fortunate.  Younger children 

understand better if they see a direct 

correlation such as wrap a pair of 

socks for a family member, wrap 

socks for someone who needs them.  

There are so many small, spiritual 

ways to GET READY.  The wonderful 

thing about looking at more of our 

tasks with a more spiritual vision is 

that we, as adults, gain so much 

encouragement and peace from 

these experiences ourselves!  How 

great is that??? 
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"Those who would give up essential 

liberty to purchase a little temporary 

safety, deserve neither liberty nor 

safety"   - Benjamin Franklin 

 

Warning!  Religious Freedom: 

What's at Stake If We Lose It 

  

"Religious freedom is more than the 

'freedom to worship' at a synagogue, 

church, or mosque.  It means people 

shouldn't have to go against their 

core values and beliefs in order to 

conform to culture or government," 

wrote the Heritage Foundation, a 

public policy foundation.  "Religious 

freedom protects a person's right to 

live, speak, and act according to their 

beliefs peacefully and publicly." (1) 

  

Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito 

recently spoke about his concern 

that religious liberty is under threat 

in the United States and warned that 

the ongoing coronavirus pandemic 

was acting as a "stress test" for 

Constitutional liberties.  He fears 

that religious liberty is emerging as a 

"disfavored" and "second tier" right. 

"The pandemic has obviously taken 

a heavy human toll...But what has it 

meant for the rule of law?" said 

Justice Alito.  "The pandemic has 

resulted in previously unimaginable 

restrictions on individual liberty ... 

We have never before seen 

restrictions as severe, extensive, and 

prolonged as those experienced for 

most of 2020." (2) 

 

Justice Alito raised concerns about 

the closure of churches on Easter 

Sunday and the closure of 

synagogues during the Jewish 

holidays of Passover and Yom 

Kipper.  "The covid crisis has 

served ... to highlight disturbing 

trends that were already present 

before the virus struck." (3)   He said 

that cases the court hears today 

follow a trend of eroding religious 

liberty. 

 

Justice Alito was critical of states 

restricting worship services and 

especially cited the Nevada case. 

"Take a quick look at the 

Constitution.  You will see the Free 

Exercise Clause of the First 

Amendment, which protects 

religious liberty.  You will not find a 

craps clause or a blackjack clause or 

a slot machine clause.  Nevada was 

unable to provide any plausible 

justification for treating casinos 

more favorably than houses of 

worship." (4) 

  

What's at stake?   Heritage wrote, 

"Religious freedom prevents the 

cultural majority from using the 

power of the state to impose their 

beliefs on others.  This protects 

everyone - religious and 

nonreligious alike - from the 

government becoming so powerful 

that it can tell people what to think 

and how to act. ... A government that 

intrudes on conscience will not 

hesitate to intrude on our other 

freedoms." (5)  

(heritage.org (1)(5); 

catholicnewsagency.com, 11/13/20

(2)(3)(4); christianpost.com, 

11/13/20; 

 freedomforum.org, 11/17/20) 

 

 “Religious freedom is not only that 

of private thought or worship. It is 

the liberty to live, both privately and 

publicly, according to the ethical 

principles resulting from found 

truth.”  - Pope Francis 

 

"But a Constitution of government 

once changed from freedom, can 

never be restored. 

Liberty once lost is lost forever."   - 

John Adams 

Commentary on the Readings for 

Today, December 13, 2020  

The Third Sunday in Advent Have 

you ever been a witness? This 

question usually sets up an uneasy 

feeling because it implies a trial, a 

court and lawyers and judges. 

However, this isn't always the case. 

For example, if we have been to a 

new restaurant and enjoyed a 

superb meal, we will want to tell our 

friends about it. If we have been to 

the theater and heard a new singer 

thrill us with his or her talents, we 

will want to remember that 

experience and share it with others. 

The Readings for today are about 

witnessing the great things that God 



has done for us.  The First Reading is 

from the Prophet Isaiah (61:1-11). 

The prophet is speaking to the 

people of Israel soon after the end of 

the Babylonian Exile, (late 6th 

century BC). The Israelites are 

struggling to rebuild their lives, their 

cities and the temple. The Prophet 

Isaiah is sent by God to give witness 

and a message of hope to the people 

that their struggles are not in vain 

and that they will receive a "year of 

favor from the Lord." Jesus quotes 

Isaiah's same words in Luke's Gospel 

and says, "Today this scripture 

passage is fulfilled in your 

hearing." (Luke 4:21) The 

Responsorial Hymn is from Luke 

(1:46-54). This hymn is not from a 

Psalm as is the norm. Rather, it is the 

great Magnificat of the Virgin Mary 

(also from Luke's gospel). Here Mary 

is witnessing to the greatness of God 

and pointing out the favor bestowed 

on her, a lowly servant. We should 

consider Mary as a role model of 

great humility and follow her lead in 

witnessing to those around us about 

the wonderful graces and blessings 

received from God. The Second 

Reading is from the First Letter of St. 

Paul to the Thessalonians (5:16-24). 

Here also, Paul is witnessing to the 

greatness of God and exhorting his 

flock to lead not just good lives but 

exemplary lives in preparation for 

the "coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ." The Gospel Reading is from 

the beginning of the Gospel of John 

(1:6-8, 19-28. Here, as in the 

readings for last Sunday (December 

7), John the Baptist is the central 

figure. John the Evangelist positions 

the Baptist as the chief witness to 

Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ. This 

was the Baptist's role and he fulfilled 

it well. We should not only try to 

understand John the Baptist's role, 

but we should also try to imitate it. 

Witnessing, or evangelizing, is not 

easy for most of us, but it is what we 

are all called to do - some more than 

others. One of our top 

responsibilities as Catholic/

Christians is to bring someone into 

the fold who might otherwise be lost. 

Wow! That is quite a responsibility! 

Yes, but look at the joy in heaven 

over one sinner that is saved. So, 

have you witnessed to someone 

recently about Jesus and His Church? 

Like a popular commercial says, "Try 

it! You'll like it!" Something to think 

about during your prayer time this 

week!   

In addition to the letters written to 

church communities, there are four 

“personal” letters sometimes 

attributed to Paul. We have already 

looked at the letter to Philemon 

which is nearly universally accepted 

as having been written by Paul 

himself. The other three, First and 

Second Timothy, and Titus, are 

similar to Philemon in that they are 

addressed to individuals, but rather 

than studying them as personal 

letters, they are grouped together as 

Pastoral Epistles, and their focus is 

not on the community or the 

addressees, but rather concentrates 

on their role as pastors, or leaders, 

of their local churches. The purpose 

of the letters is to 

instruct, admonish, and direct the 

recipients in their pastoral duties. As 

such, the letters contain instructions 

concerning how to guard the faith, 

appoint qualified officials, 

conduct worship, and 

maintain discipline both personally 

and in the churches.  

Like many of the epistles, these 

letters were for many years 

attributed to St. Paul. After all, they 

were addressed by name to specific 

known companions of Paul, often 

with very intimate terms of 

affection. So not until the 19th 

century were doubts expressed 

about the Pastorals being 

authentically Pauline, at which time 

Protestant German scholars and 

others began to question apparent 

discrepancies in style and 

vocabulary, church organization, 

heresies, biographical and historical 

situations, and theology in these 

letters which differed from those 

found in the definitely Pauline 

letters. 

They pointed out that the style and 

vocabulary of the letters, as well as 

the problems they discuss, seem to 

put them later in time than Paul, but 

probably contemporaneous with 

each other. And while the exact 

dates were subject to much debate, 

they could be among the later books 

in the New Testament. Indeed, there 

is little physical evidence of them 

until late in the second century. 

These dual questions of authorship 

and dating have more recently been 

investigated by trying to use 

statistical analysis to compare these 

disputed letters with the letters 

accepted as genuinely written by 

Paul himself. These studies, utilizing 

computer technology to look at the 

style and language indicate a 

possible date of the mid-second 



century, but this is not yet 

universally accepted as definitive.  

But when the content of the letters is 

added to this analysis, the case for a 

later date becomes stronger. As 

noted in a few of the earlier 

discussions in the Bulletin, the 

epistles not only teach us about the 

foundations of our faith, but also tell 

us much about how the early church 

evolved. In these Pastoral Letters, 

Church offices are more well defined 

than in Paul’s time. There are 

presbyters and bishops, although the 

terms can at times overlap, and 

while the hierarchical structure of 

the Church is not yet evident, there 

are signs of the beginnings of that. 

We see formal requirements for 

office and leaders are ordained 

by laying on of hands. They are 

charged to be faithful teachers, 

adhering to Church doctrine and 

ensuring that they defend the faith 

firmly and arguing against heresy. 

The duties and requirements for the 

people serving in these offices is 

expected to continue on to future 

generations of faithful ministers who 

will carry on the traditions, even in 

the face of possible great difficulty, 

including even martyrdom. 

Other factors indicating both a later 

date and an anonymous author are 

some discrepancies in details of 

Paul’s journeys and situations which 

conflict with his own letters as well 

as the accounts in Acts. And the idea 

of living in a time close to the end of 

the age is absent. The Church is seen 

as settling in for the longer term, 

being established  to pass  down 

doctrine and tradition leading to 

salvation while de-emphasizing the 

need to prepare for the end times, 

but rather having an expectation of a 

long term future in which people 

must live out their lives in Christian 

responsibility and moral behavior. 

All this evidence has led modern 

scholarship to conclude that not only 

did Paul not write them, but the 

author may well have been a second 

generation disciple, that is, a disciple 

of a disciple of Paul’s. Which leads to 

the interesting possibility that not 

only was the author’s name usurped, 

but maybe even that of the 

recipients, and for the same reasons: 

lending credence to the contents. 

And while this might appear 

shocking to us, it was commonplace 

at the time, and it bears no relevance 

to the inspired content that is as 

valuable to us today as it was to the 

original recipients. The more we 

understand the problems faced by 

our founders, the more we can 

appreciate what we may otherwise 

take for granted in our Church today.  










