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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 

RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must 
be worn by all present.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday 
from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 

PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make a 
confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who 
is homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular 
basis.  Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Ms. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



JESUS SAID 

TO THEM, 

“COME 

AFTER ME, 

AND I WILL 

MAKE YOU 

FISHERS OF 

MEN.” 

 

THEN THEY 

ABANDONED 

THEIR NETS 

AND 

FOLLOWED 

HIM.  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 
EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 
COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN 
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 
COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 
CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 
STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON FACEBOOK 

 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 25  CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL  
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Christopher Plaza 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Antonino Leonardi 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Anne Eckhoff (Birthday Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26  STS. TIMOTHY AND TITUS 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Genovefa Hodor 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM John Patrick Mulrooney 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Bernard Currid (Birthday Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 WEEK 3 ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM Joan Maiorelli 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Robert B. Lynch 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Christian J. & Helen M. Frischmann and 
     Elizabeth Frischmann Gillen 
  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Peter N. Lazos 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Tom Gilmartin 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Samir Karam & Maria Licul 
  
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29  WEEK 3 ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Angela & Frederick White 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Egnita Mero 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Irene Mangan 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 WEEK 3 ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Vicky Mejia (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:00 PM  John D’Abreu 
     David K. Purcell 
     F. J. Zachariah (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian  7:30 PM Olivia Grace Rife 
      
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31  FOURTH SUNDAY  
     ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken  7:30 AM Kathleen Fitzgerald 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM James Laverty (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon  10:30 PM Robert Moran 
Fr. Ken  12:00 PM Richard Rozen 
     Richard Walsh 
     Kunjamma Zachariah (Anniversary Rem) 
Fr. Solomon  5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
 
 



Remember when we had television 

sets that needed to warm up.  Now TV 

is instant.   I checked in the kitchen 

cupboards this week. We have instant oatmeal, instant 

soup, and instant pancake mix. Gone are the days of 

warming leftovers in the oven  - that takes too long. We 

now use the microwave.  Even the postal service has 

‘Priority Mail’ and ‘Overnight Delivery.’  We are 

products of a society that doesn’t want to wait.  

Mark’s gospel seems to have busy people in mind as we 

are pulled along from one scene to another.  Jesus has 

so many things to do and say in such a short time.  Mark 

captures the urgency in completing his mission.  In all 

of our lives, there are so many tasks to be 

accomplished. Some are more important than others, 

but they all need to get done. Whether we’re talking 

about the routine tasks of taking out the garbage or 

washing the dishes or the larger tasks of trimming trees 

or filing our income taxes, there is an underlying 

assumption about priorities.  A ringing phone will 

almost always cause us to set aside other tasks.  A 

knock at the door will quickly take our attention away 

from whatever we are doing.  Urgency brings with it a 

rush of adrenaline that causes us to respond differently 

than we might to the more ‘mundane’ things that need 

to be done immediately.   

There is a sense of ‘urgency’ in the call of Jesus to the 

fishermen.  They all leave important tasks to follow 

Him. Their response is more like the way we answer a 

phone than it is to the way we take out the garbage.  

Mark tells this story as an invitation to us too. ‘Follow 

me’ is also an urgent call to reorient our lives to God. It 

is an invitation to consider our vocation in life, not just 

our occupation. 

So, if you are a fisherman, Jesus calls you to fish for 

people.  If you are a carpenter, Jesus is telling you to 

stop building houses and start creating homes. If you 

are an accountant, Jesus is asking you to take account of 

the lives of people, not just their assets. If you are a 

teacher, Jesus is reminding you that you are not called 

to teach subjects to students but to teach students 

about subjects.  

His call requires a mind-set, a reorientation of our lives 

as we respond to the urgency of the gospel message.  

Jesus is calling each of us and all of us to live with a 

sense of urgency in our lives - a sense that each day and 

each moment is important in terms of the coming 

Kingdom of God.   

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

JOHN CLANCY  

AUGUSTO RODRIGUES  

CATHERINE O’HARE  

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Peter Testani 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Paul Orlando 

Margaret Sullivan 

Arthur Pennisi 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

STEWARDSHIP 

1/19/20 $26,036  

1/17/21 $22,549  

  (-13.39%) 

 

SECOND COLLECTION 

ST. AIDAN SCHOOL 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $119,470.15   

Donors 466 

Payments $118,595.15 

 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

DAVID K. PURCELL 

Requested by Sue Redding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

First Week 

LAURA WILLIS, St. Aidan 

& ELLIOTT BALIBAN, Williston Park 

 

INCOME TAX  DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax statement 

for your 2020 Stewardship 

donations to the parish, please call 

the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 

x1 or send the form below into the 

Rectory office (505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY   11596) 

 

Name  _________________________________  

Telephone #  _________________________ 

(as it appears on your envelopes) 

Address _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Envelope Number #  _________________ 

 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ______________________ 

I donate online ______________________ 



MUSIC 
FOR MASS 
THIS 
WEEKEND 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into 

my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as 

if You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY 

Today, January 24, 2021, Pope Francis calls 

upon all believers to give thanks for the 

Word of God and open our hearts to its life-

giving power.  Join us as we honor and 

celebrate the Word of God.  Our auxiliary 

Bishop Andrzej will celebrate Mass at 

12:00 PM at St. Aidan.  The office of 

communications has also created a special 

microsite: www.drvc.org/

WordofGodSunday that contains 

information and resources for this special 

day. Please consider linking to it.   

 

PRAYING THE WORD—LECTIO 

DIVINA  

During this pandemic, your prayer life — 

among other things — may have been 

disrupted. We’ve had to find different ways 

of praying without in-person community 

to support our faith life. The traditional 

monastic practice of Lectio Divina is a good way to help us 

deal with stress and provide a way to enter into sacred 

Scripture as a living word for our time. 

The focus of Lectio Divina is not a critical analysis of 

sacred text, but rather a more personal way of 

experiencing the word through contemplation and 

reflection. The constitution Dei Verbum of the Second 

Vatican Council recommended the practice of Lectio 

Divina for the faithful and was later affirmed by Pope 

Benedict XVI. 

Although any scripture passage can be used, Lectio is an 

excellent way of preparing for the Sunday proclamation of 

the Gospel. 

The traditional practice of Lectio Divina has 4 parts: Lectio 

(read), Meditatio (meditate), Oratio (pray) and 

Contemplatio (contemplate). As the scripture text is read 

multiple times, it allows us to go deeper and deeper into 

the text. 

To pray Lectio Divina, you will need a copy of Scripture. A 

pen and a notebook are also helpful to write down your 

thoughts, reflections and prayers. Find a place that is free 

from distractions. This prayer usually takes about half an 

hour. 

Begin by quieting yourself and becoming aware of your 

breathing. Let go of the concerns of the day and invite the 

Holy Spirit to guide your reflection. You may want to 

repeat the verse from Psalm 46:10 over and over again: 

“Be still and know I am God.” 

 Lectio (read) 

In this first step, read the selected Scripture passage aloud 

slowly and intentionally. Use your imagination to place 

yourself into the story. Pretend that you are in the story. 



What do you see and feel? What are you experiencing? 

Take some time to pause and reflect on the experience. 

You may want to write down your reflections. 

 Meditatio (meditate) 

Read the passage aloud slowly again and open yourself to 

the Holy Spirit as you ponder the text. Pay attention to the 

word or phrase that strikes you. You may want to 

underline or circle it. How is God speaking to you in this 

word or phrase? Take some time again to reflect and write 

down your thoughts. 

 Oratio (pray) 

Read the passage aloud slowly once again and let the 

words be your prayer, allow the words to be a response to 

God for the particular situations in your life. Pause again. 

You can write your own prayer to the Father. 

 Contemplatio (contemplation) 

Read the prayer aloud slowly one final time. Listen to the 

words and rest in the love of God. Contemplative prayer 

leads us into silence so that we can listen to what God is 

saying. 

You may want to end the prayer experience of Lectio 

Divina with your own prayer of praise and thanksgiving 

followed by an Our Father, Hail Mary and a Glory Be. 

Contemplating God’s word through Lectio Divina lets the 

Holy Spirit inspire and guide us each day. The life of Jesus 

can speak to the situations in our own lives, both joyous 

and challenging. Taking time to read and reflect on the 

daily readings, especially the upcoming Sunday Gospel is a 

way to encounter Jesus anew, grow daily as his disciples 

and witness to his love and mercy. 

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden after 

the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the year 2021.  Add these dates to your diary:  

Wednesday February 17, March 17, April 21, May 19, June 

16,  July 21,  August 18,  September 15, October 20, 

November 17,  December 15. 

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Rosary Altar Society will be praying the Rosary on 

January 29th at 12 Noon in a Virtual March for Life. All 

members are encouraged to say the Rosary privately.  All 

parishioners are invited to join us.  The Corporate Mass of 

the Rosary Altar Society will be on Sunday, February 7, 

2021 at 9am.  This Mass will be held in memory of 

deceased Rosarians Marge Was and Ruth Rodgers.   

Please join us on February 8th for a very special 

meeting.  This will be a Night of Recollection.  The evening 

will begin with the 5:30 Mass celebrated by 

Bishop Andrzej  Zglejszewski.  The recitation of the Rosary 

and a short business meeting will follow the Mass.  Holy 

Water bottles will be distributed to all members in 

memory of Angela Stiuso.  At 7pm, Brother Larry Syriac 

from Chaminade High School will offer a presentation 

on “Mary and St. Luke”.  The entire program will be held in 

the Church and can be attended in person or online 

at “staidanparish.org" 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Today, Sunday, January 24th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP WITH 

BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, February 5th and 19th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 



HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a bottle 

of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to bless it as 

you leave church.  

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Sessions will soon begin for anyone over 18 years old who 

has not already received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.  Please contact the Faith Formation Office at 

(516)746-6586 x406 or esmith @staidanparish .org for 

more information or to register.  

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a 

spiritual home? Our “no strings” inquiry is 

open to anyone searching that you may 

know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have 

not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to 

continue. To set up an appointment to 

speak to someone please call the rectory 

at 516-746-6585. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his 

Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, “Everything 

has its origin in God's love, everything is 

shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to 

humanity; it is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal hygiene items 

to the parish social ministry office. Coming 

soon, we will have a new food box where 

you can drop off your food donations.  It 

will be located next to the St. Vincent de 

Paul clothing box.   

CLEANING PRODUCTS, DIAPERS (SIZE 5), 

INDIVIDUAL BAGS OF SNACKS AND 

COFFEE 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry 

office hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-

3:00.  Please use the Finamore Parish 

Center entrance (across from the church on Willis 

Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this winter. 

Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen that feeds 

185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky at (516) 655-

9755 or Cathy comayu27 @gmail.com for drop off point.  

Coats will be collected until February. 

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020?  The 

Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, invite you 

to join our group. We are Catholic women 18 years and 

over. We meet at the Knights of Columbus 186 Jericho 

Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-221-6105 

or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 



GREAT NEWS - 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER HAS GONE 

"VIRTUAL" 

To support married couples 

during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter is sponsoring virtual 

marriage experiences. Some are 

on weekends and some span 

multiple weeks on a given 

weekday.  Couples will explore 

their individual personality 

styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, 

understand God’s plan for their 

marriage, and learn how to keep 

their relationship a 

priority.  Registration is limited 

and a $100 application fee is 

required. For more information 

or to apply, call John & Toni 

Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit 

them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

“This is the time of fulfillment. 

The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the 

gospel.” Bring your marriage to 

its fullest on the upcoming 

virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter experience on Feb 12-

14, 2021 in East Hartford, CT and 

Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 

3RE, NY 

 

PART TIME GREETER 

Thomas F Dalton Funeral Home is hiring Part Time 

Greeters for the Floral Park, New Hyde Park and Williston 

Park locations. Candidates must be reliable, courteous and 

professional in both manner and appearance. You must be 

able to communicate in a polite and sensitive manner. 

Some light lifting of chairs and flower pieces is required 

and maintenance of our funeral homes is expected. 

Standing for periods of time when services are taking 

place. Salary $14.00/hour. Availability to work must be 

flexible as scheduling includes weekdays, weeknights and 

weekends, with some holidays. Must be willing to commit 

to a min of 8-12 hours/week. Max hours per week is 24 

hours. 

Please send your letter and resume to: 

wecare@carriageservices.com. 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, great 

grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 144 has scholarship applications available. 

Applications can be downloaded, please contact Dianne 

Karl, email dianneli@ optimum.net,  or call 516-746-2625 

or text 516-778-0006.  We have had scholarship winners 

for the past 6 years and this past year we had two winners 

from our Unit 144.  The deadline for the scholarship 

applications is February 27th, 2021. 

 

 



FRIENDS FOR LIFE 

Every January since 1973, by participating in the annual 

March for Life, we remember the fateful day that Roe vs. 

Wade changed this country. To accommodate COVID-19 

related restrictions this year, we will not be marching in 

Washington, D.C. on Friday, January 29, 2021, but that 

does not mean we will be sidelined.  As we continue to 

accommodate COVID-related restrictions and other 

associated uncertainties in the coming months, the Office 

of Human Life, Family and Bioethics has decided that, on a 

diocesan level, we will promote the March for Life 2021 as 

a virtual pilgrimage with local events, rather than a bus 

pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. on January 29, 2021.  As we 

prepare to commemorate this day, we are seeking out 

those in our parish where, instead of sponsoring a bus, 

there may be interest in hosting alternative activities such 

as a few hours of Adoration, a parish commitment to pray.  

To assist us with planning and promoting events in our 

parish, please let us know if your group would like to 

organize a prayer event for “March for Life.”  We ask the 

leader of your group to please contact the rectory to 

schedule a prayer event in the church.  We are happy to 

coordinate with you.   

ADVOCACY IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND 

You now have the tools to make your voice heard to your 

elected officials right in the palm of your hand. The 

Catholic Action Network (CAN) can text critical advocacy 

alerts directly to your smartphone, with links to quickly 

send messages to your elected officials on urgent issues of 

the day. To sign up, just text the word CAN to 50457. You’ll 

receive a one-time link to complete your registration, 

which is free. Please consider signing up today. 

 

CATHOLICS IN POLITICAL LIFE 

Catholics in Political Life was developed by the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Task Force on 

Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians in collaboration 

with Francis Cardinal George, OMI, Archbishop Charles J. 

Chaput, OFMCap, and Bishop Donald W. Wuerl. It was 

approved for publication by the full body of bishops at their 

June 2004 General Meeting and has been authorized for 

publication by the General Secretary, USCCB. 

 

We speak as bishops, as teachers of the Catholic faith and 

of the moral law. We have the duty to teach about human 

life and dignity, marriage and family, war and peace, the 

needs of the poor and the demands of justice. Today we 

continue our efforts to teach on a uniquely important 

matter that has recently been a source of concern for 

Catholics and others. 

 

It is the teaching of the Catholic Church from the very 

beginning, founded on her understanding of her Lord’s 

own witness to the sacredness of human life, that the 

killing of an unborn child is always intrinsically evil and 

can never be justified. If those who perform an abortion 

and those who cooperate willingly in the action are fully 

aware of the objective evil of what they do, they are guilty 

of grave sin and thereby separate themselves from God’s 

grace. This is the constant and received teaching of the 

Church. It is, as well, the conviction of many other people 

of good will. 

 

To make such intrinsically evil actions legal is itself wrong. 

This is the point most recently highlighted in official 

Catholic teaching. The legal system as such can be said to 

cooperate in evil when it fails to protect the lives of those 

who have no protection except the law. In the United 

States of America, abortion on demand has been made a 

constitutional right by a decision of the Supreme Court. 

Failing to protect the lives of innocent and defenseless 

members of the human race is to sin against justice. Those 



who formulate law therefore have an obligation in 

conscience to work toward correcting morally defective 

laws, lest they be guilty of cooperating in evil and in 

sinning against the common good. 

 

As our conference has insisted in Faithful Citizenship, 

Catholics who bring their moral convictions into public life 

do not threaten democracy or pluralism but enrich them 

and the nation. The separation of church and state does 

not require division between belief and public action, 

between moral principles and political choices, but 

protects the right of believers and religious groups to 

practice their faith and act on their values in public life. 

 

Our obligation as bishops at this time is to teach clearly. It 

is with pastoral solicitude for everyone involved in the 

political process that we will also counsel Catholic public 

officials that their acting consistently to support abortion 

on demand risks making them cooperators in evil in a 

public manner. We will persist in this duty to counsel, in 

the hope that the scandal of their cooperating in evil can 

be resolved by the proper formation of their consciences. 

 

Having received an extensive interim report from the Task 

Force on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians, and 

looking forward to the full report, we highlight several 

points from the interim report that suggest some 

directions for our efforts: 

 

 We need to continue to TEACH clearly and help other 

Catholic leaders to teach clearly on our unequivocal 

commitment to the legal protection of human life from 

the moment of conception until natural death. Our 

teaching on human life and dignity should be reflected 

in our parishes and our educational, health care and 

human service ministries. 

 We need to do more to PERSUADE all people that 

human life is precious and human dignity must be 

defended. This requires more effective dialogue and 

engagement with all public officials, especially 

Catholic public officials. We welcome conversation 

initiated by political leaders themselves. 

 Catholics need to ACT in support of these principles 

and policies in public life. It is the particular vocation 

of the laity to transform the world. We have to 

encourage this vocation and do more to bring all 

believers to this mission. As bishops, we do not 

endorse or oppose candidates. Rather, we seek to form 

the consciences of our people so that they can examine 

the positions of candidates and make choices based on 

Catholic moral and social teaching. 

 The Catholic community and Catholic institutions 

should NOT HONOR those who act in defiance of our 

fundamental moral principles. They should not be 

given awards, honors or platforms which would 

suggest support for their actions. 

 We commit ourselves to MAINTAIN 

COMMUNICATION with public officials who make 

decisions every day that touch issues of human life 

and dignity. 

 

The Eucharist is the source and summit of Catholic life. 

Therefore, like every Catholic generation before us, we 

must be guided by the words of St. Paul, “Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 

an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the Body 

and Blood of the Lord” (1 Cor 11:27). This means that all 

must examine their consciences as to their worthiness to 

receive the Body and Blood of our Lord. This examination 

includes fidelity to the moral teaching of the Church in 

personal and public life. 

 

The question has been raised as to whether the denial of 

Holy Communion to some Catholics in political life is 

necessary because of their public support for abortion on 

demand. Given the wide range of circumstances involved 

in arriving at a prudential judgment on a matter of this 

seriousness, we recognize that such decisions rest with the 

individual bishop in accord with the established canonical 

and pastoral principles. Bishops can legitimately make 



different judgments on the most prudent course of 

pastoral action. Nevertheless, we all share an unequivocal 

commitment to protect human life and dignity and to 

preach the Gospel in difficult times. 

 

The polarizing tendencies of election-year politics can lead 

to circumstances in which Catholic teaching and 

sacramental practice can be misused for political ends. 

Respect for the Holy Eucharist, in particular, demands that 

it be received worthily and that it be seen as the source for 

our common mission in the world. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please consider a 

bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. You can make a 

contribution to support ongoing 

operations of the church, school or 

contribute to a particular project.  Your 

legal counsel or accountant can help you 

refine the bequest language to suit your 

specific wishes for the Church of St. 

Aidan. Thank you. 

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC 

OF AMITYVILLE CELEBRATE 

IRISH NIGHT 

Many of you know the Dominican Sisters 

of Amityville through our ministry in 

schools, health facilities, parish 

affiliations, etc. This year, we celebrate 

and honor those whose daily dedication 

and hard work foster the creation of a 

caring community. 

This year's festivities will take place 

virtually on Saturday, March 6, 2021 and 

offer us an opportunity to gather 

together for liturgy, followed by a joyful 

program of song, dance, and Irish spirit! 

Please consider supporting our efforts 

by purchasing one or more of the 

following: 

A ticket for our Irish Sweepstakes Raffle. 

Tickets are $10 each, or 6 for $50. Extra 

tickets are available on our website.  

A special edition Irish Night cookbook 

which includes tasty recipes and 

culinary traditions from all across the 

Emerald Isle. Cookbooks are $10 each. 

An event ticket for $40, which includes 1 entry into our 

door prize raffle, an entry into the Irish Sweepstakes and a 

copy of the cookbook. 

For more information, please contact our Advancement 

Office at 631-842-6000 ext.246 or visit the event 

website: www.sistersofstdominic.org/irishnight2021  

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

 January 24 – Meeting in the Saint Aidan School Gym 

and Smore’s Cookout in the Parking Lot from 6:00 PM 

– 7:30 PM 

 January 31 – Meeting in the Saint Aidan School Gym 

from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

 





 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the 

direction of their parents supported 

by the Faith Formation Office plus 

small Church Gatherings where 

children will come together in the 

church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered 

to participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from 

grade 1 through grade 8.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office 

for more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious 

Education:  Classes for students on 

Schedule A and Schedule AB will 

meet on Thursday, January 28th at 

4:30PM or 5:45PM. 

 

Attention Grade 2 Parents:  First 

Reconciliation and First Communion 

dates and times were mailed to 

parents of registered grade 2 

students via both email and snail 

mail.  The second date for First 

Reconciliation is Saturday, January 

30th @1:30PM.  Only one or both 

parents should accompany each 

child.  Please contact the Faith 

Formation Office regarding any 

questions or concerns you may 

have.  Detailed information 

regarding First Reconciliation was 

provided in the Church Gathering 

Packets that were distributed in 

early January and can also be 

accessed on the Grade 2 class page 

on the Faith Formation webpage, 

staidanparish.org/FF. 

 

Reminder for Grade 2:  Pictures 

for the First Communion collage are 

due by February 1st.  Participation 

is optional. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework 

project assignments were due on 

October 26th for grade 7 and 

November 2nd for 8th grade 

students.  The first group of 

CONFIRMATION PACKET PROJECTS 

and MASS REFLECTIONS WERE 

DUE ON JANUARY 15th. .  Please 

submit all overdue assignments as 

soon as possible. 

 

Attention Grades 7 and 8 Parents:  

The Grade 7 and Grade 8 Spirit 

Nights are cancelled.  Therefore, 

Project #3, Spirit Night, in both the 

grade 7 and grade 8 Confirmation 

packets are cancelled.   

 

Attention Grade 4 Parents:  The 

Church Gatherings scheduled for 

January 26th and January 27th have 

been postponed until March.  More 

information will follow. 

 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos 

and articles about how to celebrate 

the Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  

If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If 

you want to stop by the office, 

please call ahead of time. 

 







During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available on a weekly basis along 

with the Children’s Worship 

Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 

to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to 

pandemic concerns, these materials 

can be used at home.  Take a few 

minutes to stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please do not 

leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The 

liturgical color is green.  Each week 

we have been focusing on a Word, 

Phase, or Short Sentence of the 

Week to help link the Sunday Gospel 

to family life.  This week’s Short 

Sentence of the Week is:  COME, 

FOLLOW JESUS!  Place this week’s 

Short Sentence of the Week on the 

refrigerator as a reminder during 

the week. 

Today’s gospel, (Mark 1:14-20), 

begins by telling us that John the 

Baptist, who called people to change 

their lives and be baptized with a 

baptism of repentance, was arrested.  

Jesus continues John’s message 

adding that the fulfillment of the 

promise of redemption is actually 

happening.  Jesus invites people to 

be willing to change their ways and 

follow Him.  Simon (Peter), his 

brother Andrew, and James along 

with his brother, John, answer Jesus’ 

call by leaving the lives they knew 

including their livelihood, and follow 

Jesus.  Most people would consider 

this a radical change in the lives of 

very ordinary men.   

The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church tells us that all people are 

called into a relationship with God.

(CCC 1)  Jesus invites each of us to 

follow Him, (CCC 1694) and wants 

us to help spread Jesus’ message to 

others. (CCC 542-543)  Jesus is 

always looking for us by going to 

find us wherever we are.  This 

gospel clearly shows us Jesus invited 

very ordinary men to be His first 

disciples.  He didn’t expect them to 

be perfect or even ready for such a 

monumental responsibility.  

Through our own Baptism, we are 

empowered with all the assistance 

we need throughout our lives to 

fulfill the individual plan God has for 

us.   

Children and adults should find 

comfort in knowing that Jesus meets 

us where we are and He invites us to 

accept His call.  We need to trust that 

as long as we are willing to be part of 

“Jesus’ Team,” He will help us to be 

the best disciples/followers we can.  

This is great news!  We need to turn 

away from anything that interferes 

with our commitment to Jesus and 

welcome the grace (help) He gives 

us.  Even though we may fail at 

times, Jesus continues to reach out 

to us.  He never gives up on us and is 

always ready to forgive us, to heal 

us, to inspire us, and to bless us.  We 

are never alone. 

This week discuss the importance of 

each family member answering 

Jesus’ call.  Encourage willingness to 

turn away from things that prevent 

us from following Jesus.  This is often 

hard for adults and even more 

complex for children!  Help children 

form a habit of reviewing how they 

followed and didn’t follow Jesus 

before they go to sleep at night.  

Again, this is a critical practice in 

being a good disciple of Jesus.  Pray 

as a family and help children 

establish their own individual 

“prayer lives.”  Children need to be 

able to practice the Corporal Works 

of Mercy (feeding the hungry, giving 

drink to the thirsty etc.) in order to 

grow as a true follower of Jesus.  

Select one Corporal Work of Mercy 

to work on as a family.  Younger 

children will enjoy coloring and 

decorating an outline of a foot.  

Record some of the ways each family 

member is practicing being a good 

follower of Jesus on each person’s 

“foot.”  Create a footpath leading to 

Jesus.  Look-up and make a poster of 

the Corporal Works of Mercy and 

place this poster in a location that 

will consistently attract the 

children’s attention.  

Working together as a family and 

individually to COME, FOLLOW Jesus 

will reap benefits that last forever. 

 

The theme of the readings for this 

Sunday is appropriate for the 

beginning of a new year and falls 

somewhat in line with other New 

Year’s resolutions; but hopefully, we 

can keep this one. It is the invitation 

by Jesus in the Gospel to “repent and 

believe in the Gospel.” However, this 



is not a “new” resolution. It was 

voiced by Jonah (in the first reading) 

and continued by all of the gospel 

writers, and St. Paul, as we shall see.   

The First Reading is from the Book 

of the Prophet Jonah (3:1-5, 10). 

Here we have the familiar story of 

Jonah (minus the first story) who is 

commanded by God to preach to the 

people of Nineveh a message of 

repentance for their sinful ways. 

Now, repentance is not the same as 

penance. Repentance is the 

intentional decision to turn from evil 

and all things that could lead us to 

evil. Penance is our expression of 

sorrow or contrition and some 

outward sign of making up for past 

sinful deeds. So, the Ninevites got 

the message. They repented and did 

penance and they were saved.   

In the Responsorial Psalm (25:4 – 9) 

is a prayer that the Ninevites might 

have prayed when asking for 

forgiveness, but they were not Jews 

and probably did not know the 

psalms. However, we all know the 

moral law written on our hearts and 

should need little prompting to turn 

from evil. This psalm is a brief 

prayer that we could all say daily 

begging God for help in obedience.   

The Second Reading is from St. 

Paul's Letter to the Corinthians (7:29

-31). In this letter, Paul is being 

somewhat extreme in telling us to 

renounce the ways of the world, but 

in his day the only way to emphasize 

a point was to repeat or exaggerate. 

So, ladies, do not be offended by St. 

Paul’s statement. He really is 

addressing everyone to go to 

whatever extreme it takes to turn 

from evil because we never know 

when we will run out of the 

opportunity to do so.   

The Gospel Reading is Luke (2:2–

40). The message of Jonah and Paul 

above are summed up and repeated 

here by Jesus in His call to Andrew, 

Peter, James and John (and to you 

and me) to join Him in preaching the 

same message that God asked Jonah 

to preach. So why is this so 

important? The call to repent and 

reform our lives is a universal call to 

open our mind and heart to listen to 

the voice of God in Jesus Christ. God 

wants us to turn away from the ways 

of the world because, as we have 

seen lately, the secular world is 

turning away from Him and that 

leads to much of the unhappiness in 

the world and possibly to spiritual 

death.   

If we fail to keep our spiritual eyes 

focused on Jesus and His teachings, 

we would be like those disciples who 

turned away from Him in John’s 

Gospel (6:66-69). Jesus asked His 

remaining disciples “Are you going 

to turn away from me also?” Peter’s 

reply should be ours: “Lord to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life.” This challenges us to 

ask the question, “What spiritual 

resolutions are we going to make at 

the beginning of this New Year?” 

Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week!  

 

The Letter to the Hebrews, which 

was known and accepted in the 

Eastern Church by sometime in the 

second century, was included also by 

the Western Church as the 14th 

Pauline epistle when the canons of 

East and West were integrated and 

essentially fixed in 367. It is one of 

the longest epistles, roughly the 

same length as 2 Cor, following 

Romans and 1 Cor, which are first 

and second depending upon who 

counts the words.  

Hebrews was considered a Pauline 

letter in the early Eastern 

Church. But based on study of 

internal evidence, Hebrews was 

written during a second or later 

generation of Christians. 

Nevertheless, there has been 

considerable debate concerning 

authorship. Clement of Alexandria, a 

theologian at the end of the 2nd 

century and the beginning of the 3rd, 

opined that Paul had written it in 

Hebrew for the Hebrews and that 

Luke had translated it into 

Greek. Origen, Clement’s successor 

as leader in the catechetical school at 

Alexandria, wrote that its precepts 

were similar to those of Paul but that 

it was written at a later time in a 

totally different style using different 

terminology. As he wrote, “in the 

epistle entitled To The Hebrews the 

diction does not exhibit the 

characteristic roughness of speech 

or phraseology admitted by the 

Apostle [Paul] himself, the 

construction of the sentences is 

closer to the Greek usage, as anyone 

capable of recognizing differences of 

style would agree. On the other hand 

the matter of the epistle is 

wonderful, and quite equal to the 

Apostle's acknowledged writings: 

the truth of this would be admitted 

by anyone who has read the Apostle 

carefully... If I were asked my 

personal opinion, I would say that 

the matter is the Apostle's but the 



phraseology and construction are 

those of someone who remembered 

the Apostle's teaching and wrote his 

own interpretation of what his 

master had said. So if any church 

regards this epistle as Paul's, it 

should be commended for so doing, 

for the primitive Church had every 

justification for handing it down as 

his. Who wrote the epistle is known 

to God alone” 

Despite Origen’s logic, even after 

Hebrews’ acceptance into the canon 

in the mid-4th century, it was still 

considered Pauline, but doubts 

persisted, and because of the 

significantly different style and 

phraseology noted by Origen and 

others, various authors were 

suggested for the epistle. Actual 

authorship, however, remains as 

Origen wrote, known to God alone. 

Even the title “To the Hebrews” is 

not in the document itself. In fact, 

unlike Paul’s usual practice, there is 

no addressee. Rather, the name may 

reflect either an educated guess 

relative to the nature of the intended 

audience or it may have been 

influenced by its extensive use of Old 

Testament material. 

The difference in style has been 

explained as simply an adjustment 

to a distinct audience, to the Jewish 

Christians who were being 

persecuted and pressured to go back 

to traditional Judaism. But current 

scholarship believes that the author 

was one of Paul's pupils or 

associates, leaning towards the 

possibility that author was a leader 

of a predominantly Jewish 

congregation to which it was 

written.  

All that said, Hebrews represents the 

first meaningful Christian analysis of 

the Old Testament interpreting it in 

terms of its relationship to the New 

Testament. There are more Old 

Testament citations in Hebrews than 

in any other New Testament book. 

They are drawn mainly from 

the Pentateuch and Psalms. 

Stylistically and in its content, 

Hebrews is essentially more a 

theological treatise than a letter. It 

calls itself a parakle sis, which has 

many meanings: consolation, 

exhortation, sermon, advocacy, and 

even intercession. It is a complex 

letter, and demands a great deal 

from both the author and the 

original audience, as well as from us 

today. Whoever the author and 

original audience were, they were 

deeply conversant with the Old 

Testament. The letter is full of 

references, characters, images, and 

themes from it. Both also had to be 



well educated and conversant with 

formal, high-class Greek language, 

not the common Greek used by Luke 

and Paul. The letter itself is more of 

an extended homily than a typical 

Pauline epistle. The community to 

which it was written seems to have 

been sorely tested by hostility from 

their non-Christian neighbors, 

resulting in loss of property, abuse, 

and even imprisonment, This may 

have led to a growing weariness 

with the demands of Christian life 

and an indifference to their calling 

resulting in a weakening of their 

commitment to the faith and to their 

communal life style. The author 

writes to counter this, strengthen 

their commitment, and uses the Old 

Testament references to show how 

they now have a special access to 

and relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ. The author builds his 

argument based on the priesthood 

and sacrifice of Jesus, referring again 

and again to the Old Testament with 

its limited effectiveness of the 

priests and incomplete and, 

therefore, repetitive need for 

sacrifices, contrasting that to the 

role of Christ as the eternal High 

Priest Who offered the ultimate 

sacrifice which has obviated the 

need for any further offering. 

Hebrews describes the Church as 

making a faithful pilgrimage, under 

the leadership of Christ. 

The thoughts, images, and ideas of 

Hebrews along this line of reasoning 

are distinct from the rest of the New 

Testament. It attempts to prove the 

superiority and finality of the 

revelation of Christ and the 

perfection of his offering of himself 

once and for all as superseding and 

completing all previous prophesies 

and revelations. Even if it was not 

written by Paul, it represents a 

logical and theological conclusion to 

his teachings. 

 

www.cffor.org   "America didn't 

create religious liberty.  Religious 

liberty created America." 

Gov. Bobby Jindal 

America As a Religious Refuge in the 

17th Century - Part 2 

The Jews first migrated to the 

American colonies when they fled 

from Brazil where they had settled 

upon fleeing the Portuguese 

Inquisition in the 1500's.   But a 

Portuguese conquest of their area of 

Brazil in 1654 confronted the Jewish 

population with the prospect of a 

new Inquisition.  Avoiding this new 

threat, a shipload of 23 Jewish 

refugees arrived in New Amsterdam 

(soon to become New York) that 

same year.  This small community 

attracted more refugees and in the 

following decades, still seeking 

religious freedom, Jewish 

communities grew in Newport, RI, 

Philadelphia, PA, Charleston, SC, and 

Savannah, GA. 

An Independent Spirit Grows in the 

Colonies: 

Over the next 100 years, diverse 

circumstances and ideas converged 

to inspire colonists to believe that 

individual freedom, not government 

domination dictated by powers far 

removed from their circumstances, 

was their God-given right. 

Increasing population and 

prosperity, religious freedom in the 

individual colonies, the philosophy 

of the Enlightenment that men had 

certain fundamental rights which no 

government had the right to infringe 

upon, plus the 15 year long spiritual 

revolution of the First Great 

Awakening, all came together to 

form a new sense of identity.   By the 

mid-1700's, colonists had been living 

in America for 150 years, each 

colony had formed its own 

government and people were used 

to a great degree of freedom. 

However, the British Parliament was 

incrementally passing more trade 

laws, taxes, and restrictions to 

benefit Britain more than the 

colonies.  While the colonists had 

asked for the same political rights as 

people in Britain, the king had 

refused.  Thomas Paine, political 

philosopher and activist, wrote,  

"It is repugnant to reason to suppose 

that this continent can longer remain 

subject to any external power ... 

there is something absurd in 

supposing a Continent to be 

perpetually governed by an island."  

Paine also wrote, 

"Let a crown be placed thereon, by 

which the world may know, that so 

far as we approve of monarchy, that 

in America the law is King.  For as in 

absolute governments the King is 

law, so in free countries the law 

ought to be King; and there ought to 

be no other."  

(wikipedia.org/history of Jews in 

Brazil; myjewishlearning.com/

Jewish-immigration; loc.gov/

exhibits/religion; lotusarise.com, 

4/18/20; charismamag.com, 

7/31/19) 



Jesus called out to them, Come, follow me, and I 
will show you how to fish for people. 

  Mark 1: 26  






