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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 

RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must 
be worn by all present.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday 
from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 

PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make a 
confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who 
is homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular 
basis.  Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 
ADORATION 
First and third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



THE PEOPLE 

WERE 

ASTONISHED 

AT HIS 

TEACHING 

 

 

 

FOR HE 

TAUGHT 

THEM AS 

ONE HAVING 

AUTHORITY 

AND NOT AS 

THE SCRIBES  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 
EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 
COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 
COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH 
OF ST. AIDAN AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 
FACEBOOK 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 WEEK 4 ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Steven Prahl (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Nicholas S. Amico (Birthday Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Lv. Ints. of Luke & Mike Georgeou (Birthday) 
  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Vincent Autorino 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Joseph Senus (3rd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Margaritis Louvros 
  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3  ST. BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Mary Herron (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Peter O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Sophie Peplowski (9th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4  WEEK 4 ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Vincent Autorino 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Andrew Calamari (5th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Ellwood R. Jansen, Jr. (55th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5 ST. AGATHA 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Michael Lee (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM June Lettieri 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Mary Dunne (Anniversary Rem.) 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6   ST. PAUL MIKI & COMPANIONS 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Dennis Duggan (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM  Vasilios Papagianis 
    Stacey Cullen 
    Mary Hall 
    Steven Murkowitz 
    Steven Daniel Clancy (26th Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
      
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7  FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Fr. Solomon 7:30 AM Patrick McKenna (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians  
      Margaret Waska and Ruth Rogers 
Fr. Ken 10:30 PM Louise Greco 
Fr. Adrian 12:00 PM John & Eileen Brautigam  
      (Wedding Anniversary Rem.) 
    Cynthia R. Mercado 
    Patricia Murphy 
    Lv. Ints. of Families of Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM Jean O’Shea (Birthday Rem.) 
 



Remember that bumper sticker about 

the worth of teachers? Goes like this: 

‘If you can read this bumper sticker, 

then thank a teacher.’  Teachers have given us power. 

Power to read, knowledge how to tie our shoes, how to 

count beyond our fingers, power to be freed from 

ignorance by thinking on our own.   

During Catholic Schools Week we thank God for all the 

teachers who have influenced our lives.   Our school 

celebrates 70 years this year.  The Franciscan Brothers 

and Sisters of Charity were there at the outset, and 

were joined by many dedicated teachers throughout 

those seven decades.  I intended to invite teachers back 

for the 70th but the pandemic changed our plans.  

Recently the Sisters of Charity, Bellmore, donated funds 

that I used to refurbish four altar candles for the 

sanctuary.  They will stand beside the altar in memory 

of the commitment of the Sisters of Charity and all the 

teachers to catholic education in our parish over many 

years.   

How blessed we are to have a great Catholic School in 

our parish!   I am grateful to all parents and 

grandparents in our school community who strongly 

believe in the mission and vision of St. Aidan School.  I 

am thankful to our dedicated principal, Mrs. Julie 

O’Connell, our wonderful assistant principal, Mrs. 

Barbara Graham and our incredible faculty and staff 

who have gone above and beyond in ensuring our 

campus remained open during the current health 

pandemic.  How grateful we are for the presence of 

children at St. Aidan everyday.  While the bells of St. 

Aidan Church ring out our presence to the wider 

community, the sound of children’s laughter from the 

playgrounds reminds the world of the joy of living.  May 

we do all we can to continue to build up our school for 

the glory of God and the good of our children! 

Teaching is at the core of today’s story in Mark’s gospel. 

Jesus is in the synagogue at Capernaum. It’s the Sabbath 

and just when the congregation discovers that this 

visiting teacher has fire in his eyes, it happens. All hell 

breaks loose in the congregation. A raving man in the 

middle of the crowd shouts vague threats at the young 

preacher.  ‘I  know who you are,’ the man growls. 

‘You’re God’s holy messenger, come here to destroy us.’  

That’s enough to mess up anyone’s train of thought.  

‘Be muzzled, you evil spirit,’ Jesus yells back.  The 

ushers, understandably, are dumbstruck. ‘Maybe we 

should skip the collection this morning.’ The man then 

falls to the synagogue floor, his arms beating erratically 

in the air, his legs thrashing out in wide circles so that 

people move back to give him wide space. After a very 

long silence, the man becomes strangely calm and lays 

very still. Slowly, very slowly, he picks himself up off of 

the floor, his face now tranquil, his eyes clear, his voice 

measured and composed, he quickly finds a seat in the 

congregation. 

Mark has two little words that tie this story together. 

The first is teaching, of course, but the second word is 

authority. Mark wants us to see that in Jesus Christ, the 

Holy One of God is among us to confront our demons, to 

take charge of our confusion and chaos, and to heal our 

broken hearts. Jesus teaches with authority. We ask 

Jesus of Nazareth to come to change us, heal and 

encourage us to reclaim our voice and authority. Will 

you consider ways that Jesus can once again speak 

words of authority and teaching to your life and mine?  

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

PAUL A. ORLANDO 

JOSEPH DELL’AQUILA 

MICHAEL COLLINS  

RALPH D’AMATO 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Paul Orlando 

Margaret Sullivan 

Arthur Pennisi 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 
Catherine & Fred Stolle 

Kimberly, Scott, Scott Jr. & Charlotte 
Strunk 

STEWARDSHIP 

1/26/20 $29,513  

1/24/21 $21,475  

  (-27.24%) 

 

ST. AIDAN SCHOOL COLLECTION 

1/26/20 $ 9,176 

1/24/21 $2,641   

  (-71.2%) 

 

NO EXTRA COLLECTION THIS 

WEEKEND 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $150,000.00   

Pledges $119,470.15   

Donors 466 

Payments $118,620.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

 

 

INCOME TAX  DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax statement 

for your 2020 Stewardship 

donations to the parish, please call 

the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 

x1 or send the form below into the 

Rectory office (505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY   11596) 

 

Name  _________________________________  

Telephone #  _________________________ 

(as it appears on your envelopes) 

Address _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Envelope Number #  _________________ 

 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ______________________ 

I donate online ______________________ 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

ST. BLAISE, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD 

In the time of the pandemic many will want to receive 

this blessing for health from the Church on the feast of 

St. Blaise.  This year the Diocese recommends that 

throats will not be blessed individually.  The Priest will 

replace the final blessing of Mass with a communal 

blessing of throats.  At St. Aidan the blessing of throats 

will take place at the final blessing of Mass at 6:30 AM, 

9:00 AM and 5:30 PM on Wednesday, February 3rd.   

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 

 Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation, and 

one is not obliged to attend Mass, nor is one obliged 

to receive ashes.  However, the reception of blessed 

ashes by the Catholic faithful as the hallmark of the 

beginning of the season of Lent.  At St. Aidan ashes 

will be distributed at the end of Mass on Ash 

Wednesday, February 17th, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 

12:30 PM and 5:30 PM.  Ashes will also be 

distributed at a Prayer Services at 3:30 PM.   

 Due to the current state of the pandemic it is not 

permitted to impose ashes on the forehead of a 

member of the faithful with the thumb of the hand, 

even if that hand is gloved. Hands and gloves would 

be considered “contaminated” after each imposition 

of ashes if physical contact were made.  

 The Diocese of Rockville Centre instructs parishes to 

administer ashes by sprinkling the blessed ashes on 

the top of the head of the recipient. While imposition 

of ashes with the sign of the cross on the forehead 

has been customary in the United States of America 

on Ash Wednesday, in many other parts of the 

world, the Roman Rite’s tradition of sprinkling of 

dry ashes on top of the head is, in fact, the more 

common practice. This is how the Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, always receives his ashes on Ash 

Wednesday!   This method, rooted in the scriptural 

tradition, will allow for ashes to be given easily 

without making physical contact.  Both the minister 

and the person receiving ashes should wear masks.   

 On January 12, 2021, Robert Cardinal Sarah, the 

Prefect of the Congregation of Divine Worship and 

Discipline of the Sacraments, issued a note entitled 

“Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic.”  In that 

document, Cardinal Sarah gives the following 

instruction to the clergy:   The Priest says the prayer 

for blessing the ashes. He sprinkles the ashes with 

holy water, without saying anything. Then he 

addresses all those present and only once says the 

formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, applying 

it to all in general: “Repent, and believe in the 

Gospel,” or “Remember that you are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.”  The Priest then cleanses his 

hands, puts on a face mask and distributes the ashes 

to those who come to him or, if appropriate, he goes 

to those who are standing in their places. The Priest 

takes the ashes and sprinkles them on the head of 

each one without saying anything.  

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden after 

the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the year 2021.  Dates for  your diary:  Wednesday 

February 17, March 17, April 21, May 19, June 16,  July 



21,  August 18,  September 15, October 20, November 

17,  December 15. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS 

The monthly meeting will be held on February 9th at 

7:00 PM in the church.  The meeting will be live 

streamed for those who cannot attend in person.  New 

members always welcome.  

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

on Sunday, February 7, 2021 at 9am.  This Mass will be 

held in memory of deceased Rosarians Marge Waska and 

Ruth Rodgers.   

Please join us on February 8th for a very special 

meeting.  This will be a Night of Recollection.  The 

evening will begin with the 5:30 Mass celebrated by 

Bishop Andrzej  Zglejszewski.  The recitation of the 

Rosary and a short business meeting will follow the 

Mass.  Holy Water bottles will be distributed to all 

members in memory of Angela Stiuso.  At 7pm, Brother 

Larry Syriac from Chaminade High School will offer a 

presentation on “Mary and St. Luke”.  The entire 

program will be held in the church and can be attended 

in person or online at “staidanparish.org" 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus Caritas 

Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, everything is 

shaped by it, everything is directed towards it. Love is 

God's greatest gift to humanity; it is his promise and our 

hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the parish social ministry 

office. Coming soon, we will have a new food box where 

you can drop off your food donations.  It will be located 

next to the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

COOKIES, MAYONNAISE, KETCHUP, DIAPERS (SIZE 4 & 

5), BABY WIPES, CLOROX WIPES AND JARS OF SAUCE 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours 

are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup kitchen 

that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please call Tecky at 

(516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27 @gmail.com for 

drop off point.  Coats will be collected until February. 

 



ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, February 28th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, February 5th and 19th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a 

bottle of regular water to Mass and ask the 

priest to bless it as you leave church.  

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Sessions will soon began for anyone over 

18 years old who has not received the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office at (516)746-

6585 x406 

or esmith@staidanparish.org for more 

information or to register. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a 

spiritual home? Our “no strings” inquiry is 

open to anyone searching that you may 

know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have 

not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to 

continue. To set up an appointment to 

speak to someone please call the rectory 

at 516-746-6585. 

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 

2020?  The Columbiettes, from Corpus 

Christi Council 2502, invite you to join our 

group. We are Catholic women 18 years 

and over. We meet at the Knights of Columbus 186 

Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-

221-6105 or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 

GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 

ENCOUNTER HAS GONE "VIRTUAL" 

To support married couples during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are on 

weekends and some span multiple weeks on a given 

weekday.  Couples will explore their individual 

personality styles, improve listening and communication 

skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and 

learn how to keep their relationship a 

priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 application 

fee is required. For more information or to apply, call 

John & Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them 

at https://wwmenyli.org/. 



“This is the time of 

fulfillment. The kingdom 

of God is at hand. Repent, 

and believe in the gospel.” 

Bring your marriage to its 

fullest on the upcoming 

virtual Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter 

experience on Feb 12-14, 

2021 in East Hartford, CT 

and Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 

in VIRTUAL 3RE, NY 

 

PART TIME 

GREETER 

Thomas F Dalton Funeral 

Home is hiring Part Time 

Greeters for the Floral 

Park, New Hyde Park and 

Williston Park locations. 

Candidates must be 

reliable, courteous and 

professional in both 

manner and appearance. 

You must be able to 

communicate in a polite 

and sensitive manner. 

Some light lifting of chairs 

and flower pieces is 

required and 

maintenance of our 

funeral homes is 

expected. Standing for 

periods of time when 

services are taking place. 

Salary $14.00/hour. 

Availability to work must 

be flexible as scheduling includes weekdays, weeknights 

and weekends, with some holidays. Must be willing to 

commit to a min of 8-12 hours/week. Max hours per 

week is 24 hours. 

Please send your letter and resume to: 

wecare@carriageservices.com. 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, email dianneli@ optimum.net,  or 

call 516-746-2625 or text 516-778-0006.  We have had 

scholarship winners for the past 6 years and this past 

year we had two winners from our Unit 144.  The 

deadline for the scholarship applications is February 

27th, 2021. 

 



 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 

Take up my yoke upon you, and learn of me, because I am 

meek, and humble of heart: and you shall find rest to your 

souls. --Matthew 11:29 

 

48 years ago today, the United States Supreme Court, 

once again, dehumanized a segment of our population 

by legalizing abortion.  Since then, abortion advocates 

have ignored science and embraced infanticide 

as 63,000,000 unrepeatable baby boys and girls have 

been aborted.  40 Days for Life calls on people of faith to 

seek repentance for ourselves and our nations for the 

sin of abortion through prayer, fasting, and peaceful 

vigil.  

 

As the political climate changes in the United States, we 

have already seen the following changes from our pro-

abortion government: 

 America is preparing to once again fund abortion in 

developing nations 

 Legislators are already drafting legislation to 

increase abortions 

 Attacks on free speech from government and big 

tech are growing 

Half of all abortion facilities in the U.S. have closed over 

the last 25 years--and Planned Parenthood has 

shuttered a third of its facilities in just the last decade! 

The best way to honor 63 million aborted babies is to 

pray for the end of abortion. 

 Commit to pray for the 40 Days for Life 

 Visit 40daysforlife.com 

We must use our freedom of speech...while we still have 

it. Social media executives can't censor your ability to 

pray and to point an abortion-minded woman to a 

pregnancy help center. 

Shawn Carney, President/CEO 40 Days for Life. 

USCCB PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT ON THE 

INAUGURATION OF JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., 

AS 46TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA 

Statement on the Inauguration of Joseph R. Biden, Jr., as 

46th President of the United States of America from Most 

Reverend José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, 

President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

  

My prayers are with our new President and his family 

today. 

 

I am praying that God grant him wisdom and courage to 

lead this great nation and that God help him to meet the 

tests of these times, to heal the wounds caused by this 

pandemic, to ease our intense political and cultural 

divisions, and to bring people together with renewed 

dedication to America’s founding purposes, to be one 

nation under God committed to liberty and equality for 

all. 

 

Catholic bishops are not partisan players in our nation’s 

politics. We are pastors responsible for the souls of 

millions of Americans and we are advocates for the 

needs of all our neighbors. In every community across 

the country, Catholic parishes, schools, hospitals, and 

ministries form an essential culture of compassion and 

care, serving women, children, and the elderly, the poor 

and sick, the imprisoned, the migrant, and the 

marginalized, no matter what their race or religion. 

When we speak on issues in American public life, we try 

to guide consciences, and we offer principles.  These 

principles are rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 

the social teachings of his Church. Jesus Christ revealed 

God’s plan of love for creation and revealed the truth 

about the human person, who is created in God’s image, 

endowed with God-given dignity, rights and 

responsibilities, and called to a transcendent destiny. 

Based on these truths, which are reflected in the 

Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights, the 

bishops and Catholic faithful carry out Christ’s 

commandment to love God and love our neighbors by 

working for an America that protects human dignity, 

expands equality and opportunities for every person, 

and is open-hearted towards the suffering and weak. 

For many years now, the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops has tried to help Catholics and others of 



good will in their reflections on political issues through 

a publication we call Forming Consciences for Faithful 

Citizenship. The most recent edition addresses a wide 

range of concerns. Among them: abortion, euthanasia, 

the death penalty, immigration, racism, poverty, care for 

the environment, criminal justice reform, economic 

development, and international peace. 

 

On these and other issues, our duty to love and our 

moral principles lead us to prudential judgments and 

positions that do not align neatly with the political 

categories of left or right or the platforms of our two 

major political parties. We work with every President 

and every Congress. On some issues we find ourselves 

more on the side of Democrats, while on others we find 

ourselves standing with Republicans. Our priorities are 

never partisan. We are Catholics first, seeking only to 

follow Jesus Christ faithfully and to advance his vision 

for human fraternity and community. 

 

I look forward to working with President Biden and his 

administration, and the new Congress. As with every 

administration, there will be areas where we agree and 

work closely together and areas where we will have 

principled disagreement and strong opposition. 

Working with President Biden will be unique, however, 

as he is our first president in 60 years to profess the 

Catholic faith. In a time of growing and aggressive 

secularism in American culture, when religious 

believers face many challenges, it will be refreshing to 

engage with a President who clearly understands, in a 

deep and personal way, the importance of religious faith 

and institutions. Mr. Biden’s piety and personal story, 

his moving witness to how his faith has brought him 

solace in times of darkness and tragedy, his 

longstanding commitment to the Gospel’s priority for 

the poor — all of this I find hopeful and inspiring. 

At the same time, as pastors, the nation’s bishops are 

given the duty of proclaiming the Gospel in all its truth 

and power, in season and out of season, even when that 

teaching is inconvenient or when the Gospel’s truths run 

contrary to the directions of the wider society and 

culture. So, I must point out that our new President has 

pledged to pursue certain policies that would advance 

moral evils and threaten human life and dignity, most 

seriously in the areas of abortion, contraception, 

marriage, and gender. Of deep concern is the liberty of 

the Church and the freedom of believers to live 

according to their consciences. 

 

Our commitments on issues of human sexuality and the 

family, as with our commitments in every other area — 

such as abolishing the death penalty or seeking a health 

care system and economy that truly serves the human 

person — are guided by Christ’s great commandment to 

love and to stand in solidarity with our brothers and 

sisters, especially the most vulnerable. 

 

For the nation’s bishops, the continued injustice of 

abortion remains the “preeminent priority.” Preeminent 

does not mean “only.” We have deep concerns about 

many threats to human life and dignity in our society. 

But as Pope Francis teaches, we cannot stay silent when 

nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our 

country year after year through abortion. 

 

Abortion is a direct attack on life that also wounds the 

woman and undermines the family. It is not only a 

private matter, it raises troubling and fundamental 

questions of fraternity, solidarity, and inclusion in the 

human community. It is also a matter of social justice. 

We cannot ignore the reality that abortion rates are 

much higher among the poor and minorities, and that 

the procedure is regularly used to eliminate children 

who would be born with disabilities. 

 

Rather than impose further expansions of abortion and 

contraception, as he has promised, I am hopeful that the 

new President and his administration will work with the 

Church and others of good will. My hope is that we can 

begin a dialogue to address the complicated cultural and 

economic factors that are driving abortion and 

discouraging families. My hope, too, is that we can work 

together to finally put in place a coherent family policy 

in this country, one that acknowledges the crucial 

importance of strong marriages and parenting to the 

well-being of children and the stability of communities. 

If the President, with full respect for the Church’s 

religious freedom, were to engage in this conversation, 

it would go a long way toward restoring the civil balance 

and healing our country’s needs. 

President Biden’s call for national healing and unity is 

welcome on all levels. It is urgently needed as we 

confront the trauma in our country caused by the 



coronavirus pandemic and the social isolation that has 

only worsened the intense and long-simmering divisions 

among our fellow citizens. 

 

As believers, we understand that healing is a gift that we 

can only receive from the hand of God. We know, too, 

that real reconciliation requires patient listening to 

those who disagree with us and a willingness to forgive 

and move beyond desires for reprisal. Christian love 

calls us to love our enemies and bless those who oppose 

us, and to treat others with the same compassion that 

we want for ourselves.  

 

We are all under the watchful eye of God, who alone 

knows and can judge the intentions of our hearts. I pray 

that God will give our new President, and all of us, the 

grace to seek the common good with all sincerity. 

I entrust all our hopes and anxieties in this new moment 

to the tender heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 

mother of Christ and the patroness of this 

exceptional nation. May she guide us in the ways of 

peace and obtain for us wisdom and the grace of a 

true patriotism and love of country. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please consider a 

bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. You can make a 

contribution to support ongoing operations of the 

church, school or contribute to a particular project.  

Your legal counsel or accountant can help you 

refine the bequest language to suit your specific 

wishes for the Church of St. Aidan. Thank you. 

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT 

Many of you know the Dominican Sisters of 

Amityville through our ministry in schools, health 

facilities, parish affiliations, etc. This year, we 

celebrate and honor those whose daily dedication 

and hard work foster the creation of a caring 

community. 

This year's festivities will take place virtually on 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 and offer us an 

opportunity to gather together for liturgy, followed 

by a joyful program of song, dance, and Irish spirit! 

Please consider supporting our efforts by 

purchasing one or more of the following: 

A ticket for our Irish Sweepstakes Raffle. Tickets are $10 

each, or 6 for $50. Extra tickets are available on our 

website.  

A special edition Irish Night cookbook which includes 

tasty recipes and culinary traditions from all across the 

Emerald Isle. Cookbooks are $10 each. 

An event ticket for $40, which includes 1 entry into our 

door prize raffle, an entry into the Irish Sweepstakes and 

a copy of the cookbook. 

For more information, please contact our Advancement 

Office at 631-842-6000 ext.246 or visit the event 

website: www.sistersofstdominic.org/irishnight2021  

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

 January 31 – Meeting in the Saint Aidan School Gym 

from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

 









 
On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the 

direction of their parents 

supported by the Faith Formation 

Office plus small Church Gatherings 

where children will come together 

in the church while remaining 

socially distant.  Children must be 

registered to participate.  Children 

attending public schools are 

expected to participate in Religious 

Education classes every school year 

from grade 1 through grade 8.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office for more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious 

Education:  Classes for students on 

Schedule B and Schedule AB will 

meet on Thursday, February 4th at 

4:30PM or 5:45PM. 

 

Reminder for Grade 2 Parents:  

Pictures for the First Communion 

collage are due by February 1st.  

Participation is optional. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework 

project assignments were due on 

October 26th for grade 7 and 

November 2nd for 8th grade 

students.  The first group of 

CONFIRMATION PACKET 

PROJECTS and MASS REFLECTIONS 

WERE DUE ON JANUARY 15th. .  

Please submit all overdue 

assignments as soon as possible. 

 

Attention Grades 7 and 8 

Parents:  The Grade 7 and Grade 8 

Spirit Nights are cancelled.  

Therefore, Project #3, Spirit Night, 

in both the grade 7 and grade 8 

Confirmation packets is cancelled.   

 

Attention Grade 4 Parents:  The 

Church Gatherings scheduled for 

January 26th and January 27th 

have been postponed until March.  

More information will follow. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this 

time of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at 

the Family Mass, is providing 

videos and articles about how to 

celebrate the Faith at home in the 

“domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office 

is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact 

us with your questions and 

concerns.  We welcome your phone 

calls and emails during this 

challenging time.  If you have 

paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for 

your convenience.  If you want to 

stop by the office, please call ahead 

of time. 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available on a weekly basis along 

with the Children’s Worship 

Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 

to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to 

pandemic concerns, these materials 

can be used at home.  Take a few 

minutes to stop by the church to pick 

them up for home use.  Please do not 

leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

The liturgical color is green.  Each 

week we have been focusing on a 

Word, Phase, or Short Sentence of 

the Week to help link the Sunday 

Gospel to family life.  This week’s 

Short Sentence of the Week is:  

JESUS HEALS US.  Place the Short 

Sentence of the Week on the 

refrigerator as a reminder during 

the week. 

In today’s gospel, (Mark 1: 21-28), 

Jesus goes to the city of Capernaum 

and proceeds to preach in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath.  People 

were amazed how He taught with 

such authority rather than limiting 

Himself to an explanation of the 

Jewish Scriptures.  A man possessed 

by a demonic or unclean spirit began 

to speak.  The unclean spirit spoke 

through the man identifying Jesus as 

“the Holy One of God!”  Jesus 

ordered the spirit to leave the man, 

and it did.  Now, the people were 

even more amazed at Jesus’ 

authority as even the unclean spirits 

obeyed Him.   

Jewish thinking of Jesus’ time 

believed in the idea that unclean 

spirits, who were thought to reside  

in the desert, could simply take over 

an innocent person.  (Modern day 

Jews no longer subscribe to this 

belief.)  The Catholic Church teaches 

that we need to be careful in 

understanding the gospel stories 

where Jesus is seen casting out 

demons.  With the advancements in 

scientific understanding of 

psychological or neurological 

conditions and diseases, the inflicted 

man may have been plagued with a 

physical or mental illness.  The 

important thing for us to notice is 

how quickly Jesus responds to a 

suffering person.  Jesus restored the 

troubled man to wholeness and 

peace.  The man was then able to 

rejoin the community.   

This is a very hard gospel to explain 

to younger children simply because 

they can be frightened by the idea of 

evil spirits in a person.  Older 

children may have strange and 

inaccurate notions about the forces 

of evil and the demonic in general 

partially due to exposure via video 

games, some movies, and 

superstitious customs.  For all ages, 

this story shows us some very 

important things about Jesus.  Jesus 

is God and therefore, has power over 

the forces of evil.  Jesus’ authority 

reigns over all creatures in every 

situation.  Jesus wants to free people 

from oppression.  Jesus desires to 

comfort and heal us from anything 

and everything that blocks our 

dignity and freedom to love God and 

others.  Jesus is truly the “Holy One 

of God.” 

Focusing on real life times of fear 

and distress in children’s lives can 

provide a practical framework to 

help children grow in awareness 

that they can turn to Jesus with all 

their needs and concerns.  There is 

no crisis too small or too big for 

Jesus!  Depending on individual 

children’s experiences, try to use 

incidences that may be familiar such 

as nightmares, individual fears such 

as fear of darkness, fear of the water, 

etc.  Another way to connect with 

children’s experiences would be to 

talk about moods.  They know how it 

feels to be in a good mood and how 

differently they feel when they are 

sad, cranky, or losing their patience 

perhaps with a younger sibling or 

even with parents or other authority 

figures in their lives.  Talk about how 

they can and should bring the good 

times and the bad times to Jesus.  

This kind of thinking can also be 

helpful in encouraging the formation 

of good habits and eradicating bad 

ones.   

While this gospel can be challenging 

to use with children, it can be 

applied to so many everyday 

situations.  Design a project based on 

the direction you take with your 

children.  For habits, make a good 

habit chart.  For moods, a mood 

recognition chart.  Whatever works 

best for your family is what is 

important.  Be enthusiastic and 

encouraging as children develop 

new insights into the unique 

individuals they are! 

 

 

 

 



Commentary on the Readings for the 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Have you ever listened to someone 

give a talk or lecture where the 

message radiated from the whole 

person – the language, their 

personality, their voice, not just the 

subject? Perhaps that person was 

speaking of something new, or it 

could have been a subject that you 

were already aware of but, for some 

unknown reason, it suddenly 

becomes more clearly and 

thoroughly understood. The 

readings for this Sunday concern 

such a person who speaks “with 

authority.”  

The First Reading is from the Book 

of Deuteronomy (18:15-20 [71b]). 

Here Moses, the most influential 

person of the Old Testament, is 

teaching his followers and the 

Jewish people about the future, and 

how they should conduct themselves 

in matters of faith and morals when 

they finally enter the Promised Land. 

He promises that God will send a 

great person, “… a prophet like 

himself” who will lead God’s people. 

Although this is referring to the 

prophets that God will send later, it 

cannot be overlooked that Jesus is 

the ultimate Prophet. Thus, Moses 

was referring to Jesus and 

instructing his people to pay 

attention and take what He says to 

heart. Moses spoke to his people for 

God whereas Jesus speaks to His 

people because He is God.  

The Responsorial Psalm (95:1-9), is 

a meditation on the events of the 

Israelites’ wandering in the desert. 

They grumbled and griped about 

Moses’ leadership and their own 

situation of having no water or fresh 

food, which was indicative of their 

lack of faith in God and in Moses. The 

whole psalm is an exhortation to 

“hang in there,” and to listen and 

obey the voice of God.  

The Second Reading is from the First 

Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

(7:32-35). This is a continuation of 

Paul’s letter read this week, in which 

he talks about getting distracted by 

things of “this world.” He is not 

making a case for the single life over 

the married life. Rather, he is 

pointing out that certain vocations 

or occupations present more of a 

distraction than others and we 

should guard against distractions 

that might prevent us from hearing 

God speak to us. Our spouses can be 

the instrument through whom God 

speaks to us. We must be alert to 

“hear His voice.”  

The Gospel Reading is from the 

Gospel of Mark (1:21-28). This is a 

brief but powerful portion of Mark’s 

gospel that illustrates two aspects of 

Jesus’ mission. He came to teach and 

to overcome evil, and He proves that 

with a powerful miracle. Jesus came 

to teach “with authority” – the 

authority of God – something new 

and refreshing to the soul. His voice 

and message had a power even over 

evil spirits, so why would we not 

want to listen and obey?   

It is interesting that in St. John’s 

Gospel, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 

says only five words: “Do whatever 

he tells you!” (John 2:5) Jesus was 

God! Whatever He said was an 

important message and whenever 

we hear it, even today, we should not 

harden our hearts and turn away. So, 

the question to ponder over this 

week is: If you heard Jesus speak to 

you personally, what would you do? 

Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week.    

 

Those to whom Hebrews is written 

had apparently begun to doubt 

whether Jesus could really be the 

Messiah for whom they were 

waiting, because they expected that 

the Messiah prophesied in 

the Hebrew Scriptures would be a 

powerful king who would destroy 

the enemies of his people. Jesus, 

however, apparently came as a mere 

man who was arrested by the Jewish 

leaders and Who suffered and 

was crucified by the Romans. And 

although He was seen resurrected, 

He still left the earth and His people, 

who now face persecution rather 

than victory. The Letter to the 

Hebrews addresses this by arguing 

that the Hebrew Scriptures also 

foretold that the Messiah would be a 

priest (although not the same as 

traditional Levitical priests) and that 

Jesus fulfilled this role, as the eternal 

sacrificial offering to God, to atone 

for sins. His role of a king is yet to 

come, and so those who follow Him 

should be patient and not be 

dismayed that they suffer now. To 

prove his logic, there is an awful lot 

going on in Hebrews citing specific 

references in the Old Testament and 

interpreting them very specifically in 



relation to a new Christology 

showing how the human Jesus is the 

Son of God and is the new, eternal 

High Priest Who has offered the 

final, eternal, perfect sacrifice and 

obviated the old role of human 

priests as well as fulfilled all the 

prophesies of the Old Testament. 

Christ is superior to the prophets 

because He is the Son, superior to 

the angels because they worship 

Him, and (in the light of His cosmic 

role as Apostle and High Priest) 

superior to Moses, who brought 

God’s Law to Israel, because Moses 

was a servant in God’s house and 

Christ is the Son. 

The author presents Christ as the 

Savior superior to any other being 

and that as Savior, the Son of God, 

and High Priest, He Who has already 

suffered and been glorified will lead 

the wandering people of God to their 

eternal Sabbath rest, an 

eschatological future state of peace 

and renewal. 

The author begins his argument 

right at the beginning, establishing 

Who Jesus is and where He ranks 

among all creation. He is the Son of 

God, therefore, He is the ultimate 

authority and power, and since He 

has come, we are no longer limited 

to the incomplete messages 

delivered by the Old Testament 

prophets, but we now have the 

direct message from the Son of God 

Himself. He argues rhetorically that 

we have moved from a lesser 

position of partial knowledge to a 

greater one with full knowledge by 

virtue of He Who has given it to us. 

Hence, the community should be 

encouraged and remain faithful to 

His teaching. Heb 1:1-2, 3b-6  “ In 

times past, God spoke in partial and 

various ways to our ancestors 

through the prophets; in these last 

days, he spoke to us through a son, 

whom he made heir of all things and 

through whom he created the 

universe…. When he had 

accomplished purification from sins, 

he took his seat at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high, as far superior 

to the angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than 

theirs. For to which of the angels did 

God ever say: “You are my son; this 

day I have begotten you”? Or again: 

“I will be a father to him, and he shall 

be a son to me”? And again, when he 

leads the first-born into the world, 

he says: “Let all the angels of God 

worship him.” 

This high Christology is combined 

with emphasis on Jesus’ humanity. 

He fully partook of man’s nature and 

overcame even death to destroy the 

power of the devil in order to 

redeem man. Made human like us, 

He has become the High Priest Who 

offered the perfect and eternal 

sacrifice to obtain at last expiation 

for all sins. Because He Himself 

suffered and was tested, He can help 

those who are tested and tempted. 

Heb 5: 1- 9 “Every high priest is 

taken from among men and made 

their representative before God, to 

offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He 

is able to deal patiently with the 

ignorant and erring, for he himself is 

beset by weakness and so, for this 

reason, must make sin offerings for 

himself as well as for the people.  No 

one takes this honor upon himself 

but only when called by God, just as 

Aaron was.  In the same way, it was 

not Christ who glorified himself in 

becoming high priest, but rather the 

one who said to him: “You are my 

son; this day I have begotten 

you”;  just as he says in another 

place: “You are a priest 

forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  In the days when he 

was in the flesh, he offered prayers 

and supplications with loud cries 

and tears to the one who was able to 

save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverence.  Son 

though he was, he learned obedience 

from what he suffered;  and when he 

was made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all 

who obey him….” 

Therefore, Christ and His once for all 

sacrifice has superseded and made 

all Old Testament sacrifices and 

ritual practices obsolete. He is High 

Priest in the heavenly tabernacle and 

mediator for the new covenant. Heb 

7: 26-28: “It was fitting that we 

should have such a high priest: holy, 

innocent, undefiled, separated from 

sinners, higher than the heavens. He 

has no need, as did the high priests, 

to offer sacrifice day after day, first 

for his own sins and then for those of 

the people; he did that once for all 

when he offered himself.  For the law 

appoints men subject to weakness to 

be high priests, but the word of the 

oath, which was taken after the law, 

appoints a son, who has been made 

perfect forever.” 

Thus Hebrews encourages its 

readers through the example of 

Christ and the hope and promise of 

free access to God and to eternal 

rest, an access gained through Christ 

as High Priest and mediator forever, 

all based on the development the 

fuller Christology it presents and 

thereby enables them to endure 

persecution and hope for the future. 

Having established this vision of 

Christ the rest of Hebrews is 

composed of hopeful advice to live a 

faithful life. Particularly in chapter 



11, verse 1, Hebrews tells us: “Faith 

is the realization of what is hoped 

for and evidence of things not seen.” 

Jesus is that reality and that proof, 

and everything else is unreal or at 

best an earthly copy or a shadow. 

The people of the Old Testament 

lived in fear while looking toward 

his coming but now you who are 

suffering persecution look toward 

Him to find strength to persevere. 

For unlike them, Heb 12: 18-19, 22-

24 tells us “You have not approached 

that which could be touched and a 

blazing fire and gloomy darkness 

and storm and a trumpet blast and a 

voice speaking words such that 

those who heard begged that no 

message be further addressed to 

them…. No, you have approached 

Mount Zion and the city of the living 

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 

countless angels in festal 

gathering, and the assembly of the 

firstborn enrolled in heaven,and God 

the judge of all, and the spirits of the 

just made perfect, and Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant, and the 

sprinkled blood that speaks more 

eloquently than that of Abel.” 

So to try to summarize this complex 

letter, Hebrews takes the promises 

and sacrificial rites of the Old 

Testament which were not fully 

understood, and explains how Jesus 

Christ is the complete fulfillment of 

all they foretold and the final 

sacrifice they were required to offer 

in order to give its readers the hope 

of direct access to God through 

Christ Who has replaced everything 

formerly promised with His eternal 

office of High priest and His eternal 

Sacrifice, which gives us the strength 

to persevere through any hardship 

and finally enter into our eternal 

Sabbath rest with God. 

www.cffor.org 

The Decline - & Possible Fall - of 

Religious Freedom in America 

 

"Historically, religion and its 

adherents have often been 

oppressed by government.   By 

contrast, America has been singular 

in its dedication to preserving the 

freedom of its people to expect and 

experience religious freedom.  That 

is now rapidly changing," wrote 

Kelly Shackelford, president of First 

Liberty law firm. (1)   In the past 

year there have been a number of 

violent attacks on churches, church 

gatherings, statues of Jesus, Virgin 

Mary, saints and 

monuments.  Churches, synagogues 

and other church services have been 

banned or severely restricted, while 

liquor stores & casinos are allowed 

to be open.  "A nation truly 

committed to religious freedom 

would, in a time of national crisis, 

welcome the essentiality of religion's 

exercise - not ban it." (2) 

 

Religious liberty court cases have 

increased at an alarming rate.  From 

the Constitution’s ratification until 

1940, there were only 3 Supreme 

Court cases challenging religious 

freedom.  But since then, more than 

75 cases have come before the high 

Court.  Religious freedom has been 

under increasing siege for eight 

decades now. (3) 

  

"Our Constitution was made only for 

a moral and religious people.  

 It is wholly inadequate to the 

government of any other." 

John Adams, Founding Father and 

second president. 

  

Speaking at the Univ. of Notre Dame 

Law School on Oct. 11, 2019, A.G. 

William Barr said that attacks on 

religious liberty have contributed to 

a moral decline in this 

country.  "Secularists and their allies 

have marshaled all the forces of 

mass communication, popular 

culture, the entertainment industry, 

and academia in an unremitting 

assault on religion and traditional 

values." (4) 

 

"The moral problems Barr 

mentioned in his speech - plus 

murder, mayhem, and other forms of 

anti-social behavior - will continue 

until we regain our moral footing," 

wrote Dr. Walter E. Williams, 

professor of economics at George 

Mason University.  "I am all too 

afraid that a historian, writing a few 

hundred years from now, will note 

that the liberty America enjoyed was 

simply a historical curiosity.  Then it 

all returned to mankind's normal 

state of affairs - arbitrary abuse and 

control by the powerful elite." (5) 

 

(newsweek.com, 8/5/20(1)(2)(3); 

dailysignal.com, 10/23/19(4)(5); 

the guardian.com, 10/19/19;  

deseret.com, 12/29/04; frc.org, 

12/2/10) 

“It’s the duty of everyone to defend 

religious freedom and promote it for 

all people.” 

- Pope Francis 

  





Jesus called out to them, Come, follow me, and I 
will show you how to fish for people. 

  Mark 1: 26  






