
February 14, 2021 

 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 

RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must 
be worn by all present.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 
each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday 
from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 

PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make a 
confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING & COMMUNION 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.   Anyone who 
is homebound may receive Holy 
Communion at home on a regular 
basis.  Call the rectory - ext. 1. 
 
ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



HAPPY 

VALENTINE’S 

 

 

LOVE LIKE 

NEVER 

BEFORE  

THOUGH 

SOMETIMES 

IT HURTS 

 

 

POPE 

FRANCIS  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 
EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 
COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 
COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH 
OF ST. AIDAN AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 
FACEBOOK 
 
 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 ORDINARY TIME WEEK 6 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Blaine R. Emken 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Sonja Kuglstatter 
NO MASS 5:30 PM President’s Day 
  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 6 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM George Bores (4th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM James L. Dowd (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Armand Villa 
  
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17  LENT BEGINS 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Maureen Healy LA-O (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Franz Nehr 
Fr. Adrian 12:30 PM Rev. Timothy Hirten 
Dcn. Jerry 3:30 PM  PRAYER SERVICE  
Fr. Ken 5:30 PM Michael Cahill 
  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18  THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 
Fr. Ken 6:30 AM Carol Ann White 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Josephine C. Kammer (27th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Eileen Lenney (Birthday Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19  FRIDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Peter Kelly 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Doris O’Connor (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Maria Duarte 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20  SATURDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Philip Calvin Amico 
Fr. Ken 5:00 PM  William J. Mahoney (9th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Peter Owens, Sr. (89th Birthday Rem.) 
    Angelo Michael LaBarbera 
    Reynaldo Raymundo (6th Anniversary Rem.) 
    Ellen Collins 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 PM Joe Melita (Birthday Rem.) 
      
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Fr. Adrian 7:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Hilary K. P. Kacsee (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 9:00 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Solomon 10:30 PM Sophie Peplowski (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken 12:00 PM Antonio Machado 
    Mary Daley 
    Patricia Murphy   
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM Dorre Kathan Miller 



Both St. Valentine’s Day and Ash 

Wednesday fall during the same week.  

One calls us to give chocolates, and the 

other calls us to give them up!  One 

proclaims love with flowers, the other with palm ashes. 

Did you know that St. Valentine, the patron Saint of 

lovers, was a priest who performed secret marriage 

ceremonies in Rome when Christian marriages were 

unlawful? One night Valentine was caught, thrown in jail 

and sentenced to die. But many young people came to 

the jail to visit him. They threw flowers and notes up to 

his window. After his execution, a note was found in his 

cell addressed to a friend which he had signed with 

‘Love from your Valentine.’  This is a Christian legend, 

but as we know, every legend has roots in some historic 

truth.  Valentine’s Day is a great opportunity to show 

love to everyone.  

Ash Wednesday is the first day of the penitent season of 

Lent. In Christian theology, one of the defining 

characteristics of God’s love is that God forgives us our 

sins, which then frees us to be able to forgive others and 

to improve our relationship with them. Love always 

gives and always forgives!  So on Ash Wednesday, the 

ashes are a sign of repentance. Pope Gregory I, who was 

Bishop of Rome 7th century A.D, introduced this custom.  

Gardeners know that ashes can be used to help grow 

plants  - but basically ashes are worthless. In fact, they 

are often less than worthless - they are a hindrance and 

a liability. You can't make ashes pretty by painting them, 

and you can't make ashes smell good by spraying 

perfume on them.  Ashes are just ashes. 

And so it is with us - people are just people. When all is 

said and done, no matter how much righteous paint we 

cover ourselves with, no matter how much virtuous 

perfume we spray on ourselves, we are left with our 

thoughts and feelings and actions that aren’t always our 

best. 

So why do we bother with ashes? Why do we gather and 

remember what we are on Ash Wednesday?  The answer 

is that while we gather to remember who we are, more 

importantly, we also gather to remember who God is - 

and what God has done for us in and through Jesus 

Christ.  Ashes are a symbol of repentance. Ashes are also 

a symbol of our mortality. We use them as a reminder of 

the cleansing power of Jesus Christ.  The question you 

might ask yourselves on that day of Ashes and 

Valentine’s is this: "When people see us and know us, do 

they believe God is love?"  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Diocese of Rockville Centre instructs 

parishes to administer ashes by sprinkling the blessed 

ashes on the top of the head of the recipient this year.  

What’s Pastor Thinking 

LOVE  
G I V E S  

&   
F O RG I V E S  



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

EDWARD BOHNER 

JAMES BAILEY 

JAMES VASEK  

DEBRA NASH  

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Paul Orlando 

Margaret Sullivan 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

Catherine & Fred Stolle 

Kimberly, Scott, Scott Jr. & Charlotte 

Strunk 

Charles Procaccini 

STEWARDSHIP 

2/09/20 $27,712 

2/07/21 $24,777   (-10.59%) 

 

EXTRA COLLECTION TODAY 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

THERE IS A COLLECTION 

 

2021 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $140,000.00   

Pledges $4,045 

Donors 4 

Payments $4,045 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

INCOME TAX  DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax statement 

for your 2020 Stewardship 

donations to the parish, please call 

the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 

x1 or send the form below into the 

Rectory office (505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY   11596) 

 

Name  _________________________________  

Telephone #  _________________________ 

(as it appears on your envelopes) 

Address _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Envelope Number #  _________________ 

 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ______________________ 

I donate online ______________________ 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND WEEK 

ALISON SCHROETER,  

Notre Dame, New Hyde Park, NY 

ROBERT ESCOTT,  

Our Lady of Mount Virgin, 

Middlesex, NJ 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Saturday, February 14th at 3:00 PM 

LAURA A. WILLIS  

& ELLIOTT I. BALIBAN 

 

BREAD AND WINE MEMORIAL 

In loving memory of LEO HAHN 

1st Anniversary Rem. 

 

RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED 

Monday, February 15th,  

PRESIDENT’S DAY 



The St. Aidan Pre 

Cana Team will be at 

the 5:00 PM Mass on 

February 13th with 

couples who have 

completed their pre-

cana course.  We are 

happy to celebrate 

World Marriage Day 

with them. 



ASH WEDNESDAY THIS WEEK 

 Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation, 

and one is not obliged to attend Mass, nor is one 

obliged to receive ashes.  However, the reception 

of blessed ashes by the Catholic faithful is the 

hallmark of the beginning of the season of Lent.  

At St. Aidan ashes will be distributed at the end of 

Mass on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, at 6:30 

AM, 9:00 AM, 12:30 PM and 5:30 PM.  Ashes will 

also be distributed at a Prayer Service at 3:30 PM.   

 Due to the current state of the pandemic it is not 

permitted to impose ashes on the forehead of a 

member of the faithful with the thumb of the 

hand, even if that hand is gloved. Hands and 

gloves would be considered “contaminated” after 

each imposition of ashes if physical contact were 

made.  

 The Diocese of Rockville Centre instructs parishes 

to administer ashes by sprinkling the blessed 

ashes on the top of the head of the recipient. 

While imposition of ashes with the sign of the 

cross on the forehead has been customary in the 

United States of America on Ash Wednesday, in 

many other parts of the world, the Roman Rite’s 

tradition of sprinkling of dry ashes on top of the 

head is, in fact, the more common practice. This is 

how the Holy Father, Pope Francis, always 

receives his ashes on Ash Wednesday!   This 

method, rooted in the scriptural tradition, will 

allow for ashes to be given easily without making 

physical contact.  Both the minister and the 

person receiving ashes should wear masks.   

 Ashes come from a previous Palm Sunday. The 

palms are burned, the ashes collected and then 

crushed into a fine, sooty powder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

 Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to 

abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the 

Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. 

 Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, 

is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday. 

 On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full 

meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless 

meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be 

taken according to each one’s needs, but together 

they should not equal another full meal. Eating 

between meals is not permitted. When health or 

ability to work would be seriously affected, the 

law does not oblige.’ 

 

 



 

ST AIDAN PARISH LENTEN MISSION 

Al Barbarino will lead a Lenten Retreat at St. Aidan 

Church at 7:00 PM on Monday February 22, Tuesday, 

February 23 and Wednesday February 24.   

He will introduce himself at Mass on the weekend of 

February 20 and 21.    

During Lent, we are asked to devote ourselves to 

seeking the Lord in prayer and reading Scripture, to 

service by giving alms, and to practice self-control 

through fasting.   

Our parish retreat is an opportunity to open the 

doors to Christ.  Each talk will be available to 

livestream on staidan parish.org and on Facebook. 

Topic:  

 “How Are You Building a Relationship with God 

During Lent?”   

 The Sacraments,  Our Lady, What do we do? and 

much more! 

Note: At the end of each Mass and the end of each 

evening of the Mission Al’s recordings will be 

available.  Your support will also help the needy of 

our parish.   

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

EVERY FRIDAY AT 7:00 pm DURING LENT 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

February 14  World Marriage Day 

February 14  St. Valentine’s Day 

February 15  Presidents’ Day 

February 17  Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins 

February 22  St. Aidan Parish Mission 

  

DEEPEN YOUR LENTEN DEVOTION –  

“Journeying through Lent and through Life.” Join the 

Friends of the Seminary Sunday, March 7, 2021, 9:30 

am to 3 pm. Msgr. Charles Fink will present a Lenten 

Day of Prayer including Mass, spiritual reflections, 

lunch and Stations of the Cross. Attendance limited; 

masks required. $50 donation. Reservations required: 

(631) 423- 0483 x 102; bmalone@icseminary.edu; 

www.icseminary.edu. 

 

DIOCESAN LENTEN RETREAT 

You’re invited to join Chris Stefanick from Real Life 

Catholic and Bishops from around the country, 

including our own Bishop, for a seven-week Lenten 

retreat using The Search. Beginning February 17, we 

will be exploring the major questions of life, like: Why 

am I here? What is the life I was made for? Is there a 

God? Does He even care about me? 

You can purchase The Search by clicking the 

following link: reallifecatholic.com/thesearch 

 



GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS GONE 

"VIRTUAL" 

To support married couples during this time of 

social distancing, Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage 

experiences. Some are on weekends and some 

span multiple weeks on a given 

weekday.  Couples will explore their individual 

personality styles, improve listening and 

communication skills, understand God’s plan for 

their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority.  Registration is limited 

and a $100 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at 

718-344-3700 or visit them at https://

wwmenyli.org/. 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 

gospel.” Bring your marriage to its fullest on the 

upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter experience on Feb 12-14, 2021 in East 

Hartford, CT and Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in 

VIRTUAL 3RE, NY 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE 

AMERICAS 

COURT ST. AIDAN #1577 FATHER 

TULLEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

AND JOAN P. FOY MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP 

All children of St. Aidan Parish, whether they 

attend public or private school, are eligible to 

apply for the 

Father Tulley Memorial Scholarship and the Joan 

P. Foy Memorial Scholarship.  Applicants must 

meet the following requirements: 

 Student must have taken the High School 

Placement Test in October or November of 

2020. 

 Student must have been accepted and plan to 

attend a Catholic High School in September 

of 2021 and must not have received a full 

tuition scholarship to said school. 



 Families must be registered 

parishioners of St. Aidan Parish. 

 Students who attend St. Aidan 

School will receive an application 

from the principal or their 

homeroom teacher. 

All other interested students please 

contact the Court Education 

Chairperson at (516) 747-1579 for an 

application and further information.  

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE 

RECEIVED BY MARCH 15, 2021 TO 

QUALIFY. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his 

Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, 

“Everything has its origin in God's 

love, everything is shaped by it, 

everything is directed towards it. 

Love is God's greatest gift to 

humanity; it is his promise and our 

hope.” 

Our offices will be closed on Monday, 

February 15, 2021 for President’s 

Day! 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal hygiene 

items to the parish social ministry office or to our 

new food box which is located near the St. Vincent de 

Paul clothing box.   

INDIVIDUAL BAGS OF SNACKS, FROZEN PIZZAS, 

CHOPPED MEAT,  COOKIES AND OIL 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the 

Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from the 

church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27 

@gmail.com for drop off point.  Coats will be collected 

until February. 

 

PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG 

For the month of January, the PB&J Gang made 256 

wash-up kits which they donated for the homeless. 

Thank you to all who contributed.  

 

MINEOLA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 

Personal requests for Transportation for the Mineola 

School District must be made by parents of students 

attending a private school, for the school year 2021-

2022.  The deadline for filing this application is April 

1, 2021. For further information contact your private 



school, or the Mineola Transportation Department at 

237-2080. 

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF 

RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden after 

the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday of each 

month for the year 2021.  Dates for  your diary:  

Wednesday February 17, March 17, April 21, May 19, 

June 16,  July 21,  August 18,  September 15, October 

20, November 17,  December 15. 

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

Night of Recollection is moved to April 12th. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 

AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception 

of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020?  The 

Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, 

invite you to join our group. We are Catholic women 

18 years and over. We meet at the Knights of 

Columbus 186 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP 

to Ruth Ann at 516-221-6105 or Marge at 516-269-

9178 

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a 

bottle of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to 

bless it as you leave church.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing 

Mass on the first Friday of the month.    

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, February 28th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, February 19th from 1:00-3:00 PM 



EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY 

COMMUNION 

Contact Fr. Adrian if you are interested in becoming a 

Minister of the Eucharist.   

Training Opportunities—Spring 2021 

 This training is required for all those who are 

beginning as Ministers. This “BASIC” training is 

required for all Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion. Those who wish to minister in 

hospitals, nursing homes and to the homebound 

are required to attend “SPECIALIZED” training in 

addition to BASIC training. One must attend 

BASIC training prior to SPECIALIZED training. 

Plans for SPECIALIZED training will be 

communicated at a later time. 

Dates and Locations for Ministry Training   

 Nassau County: St. Paul the Apostle / Brookville: 

Part A: Tuesday, March 2, 2021 7:00 pm - 8:30 

pm  Part B: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:00 pm - 

8:30 pm 

 Suffolk County: St. Elizabeth of Hungary / 

Melville: Part A: Wed., March 3, 2021 7:00 pm - 

8:30 pm  Part B: Wed., March 10, 2021 7:00 pm - 

8:30 pm 

 Training at each location will take place in the 

Church. Social distancing must be maintained, 

and masks are required. Candidates must attend 

BOTH Part A and Part B for training to be 

complete. Training can be completed by attending 

both sessions at the same location, or, if 

necessary, by attending Part A at one location and 

Part B at the other location. This must be 

communicated in the nomination letter prepared 

by the Pastor. 

 Those 18 years and above, interested in serving 

the parish as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion should request to be registered for 

this training. Please call Fr. Adrian at the rectory 

for more information. 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

LAST CALL FOR ADULT CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES!  Sessions will soon begin for anyone over 

18 years old who has not received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.  Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office at (516_)746-6585 x406 or 

email esmith@staidanparish.org for more 

information  or to register.  

 

RCIA 

The Rite of Election will be held at the 10:30 Mass on 

February 28th, the Second Sunday of lent.  The Third 

Scrutiny will be at a weekday Mass the following 

week.    

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual 

home? Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone 

searching that you may know. This is ideal for 

learning about Catholicism and for Catholics who 

have not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to continue. To 

set up an appointment to speak to someone please 

call the rectory at 516-746-6585. 

 

PART TIME GREETER 

Thomas F Dalton Funeral Home is hiring Part Time 

Greeters for the Floral Park, New Hyde Park and 

Williston Park locations. Candidates must be reliable, 

courteous and professional in both manner and 

appearance. You must be able to communicate in a 

polite and sensitive manner. Some light lifting of 

chairs and flower pieces is required and maintenance 

of our funeral homes is expected. Standing for 

periods of time when services are taking place. Salary 

$14.00/hour. Availability to work must be flexible as 

scheduling includes weekdays, weeknights and 

weekends, with some holidays. Must be willing to 

commit to a min of 8-12 hours/week. Max hours per 

week is 24 hours. 

Please send your letter and resume to: 

wecare@carriageservices.com. 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in 

the Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, email dianneli@ 



optimum.net,  or call 516-746-2625 or text 516-778-

0006.  We have had scholarship winners for the past 

6 years and this past year we had two winners from 

our Unit 144.  The deadline for the scholarship 

applications is February 27th, 2021. 

 

INTENTION:   For God’s blessing upon the coming 40 

Days for Life campaign.  

SCRIPTURE:   If My people who are called by My 

name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from heaven, and forgive their sin and heal their 

land. — 2 Chronicles 7:14  

REFLECTION:   Not unlike God’s chosen people of 

Israel, we must humble ourselves, pray, seek His face, 

and turn from our wicked ways, if we expect God to 

hear from heaven, forgive our sin, and heal our land. 

The need for repentance has not been greater since 

the Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Wade in 1973. 

The number one cause of death in America is the 

needless sacrifice of our children at the altar of 

convenience called abortion. Conservative estimates 

put the number of deaths at nearly 48 million. And 

lest we think this is an issue outside the church walls, 

43 percent of women obtaining abortions identify 

themselves as Protestant, and 27 percent identify 

themselves as Catholic. One in four women has at 

least one abortion by the age of 45 – both non 

Christian and Christian alike. Where was the voice of 

Truth – the church?  

We, the church, have been an unintentional 

accomplice to the millions of lives lost and to the 

multiplied millions of lives devastated by abortion. 

We didn’t want them to abort. We didn’t mean for 

them to abort. But, because of our lack of knowledge, 

because of our fear, we have continued to stand by 

and do nothing..  We, God’s hands and feet in this 

dark and hurting world, have been unintentional, 

unknowledgeable accomplice, but an accomplice 

nonetheless.  May today mark the beginning of 

change within the church, as God’s people, in unity, 

seek His forgiveness.  

PRAYER:   Heavenly Father, we have turned our backs 

on you and your principles in your Word. We have 

allowed man to usurp Your role as God over life and 

the number of our days. But we come to you in 

brokenness and repentance over our sin. We cry out 

for Your mercy and ask you to remove the scourge of 

abortion from our land. Use us as your vessels, Lord, 

to bring the light of Your Truth to our nation once 

again. Amen.  



ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please consider a 

bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. You can make a 

contribution to support ongoing operations of the 

church, school or contribute to a particular project.  

Your legal counsel or accountant can help you refine 

the bequest language to suit your specific wishes for 

the Church of St. Aidan. Thank you. 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK  

Join Catholic Faith Network for the 2021 Telethon on 

Saturday, February 27th from 2-10pm and Sunday, 

February 28th from 12-10pm. This exciting weekend 

will feature guests from around the world, thrilling 

performances and inspirational interviews. CFN is 

available on your local cable providers as well as on 

Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android and the 

free CFN app. The Catholic Faith Network continues 

to be there for you during these challenging times 

and we ask that you help us continue in our mission. 

If you have capacity to give this year, please do. 

Consider making a donation by phone or by 

visiting  www.CFNtv.org. 

 

RELIGION AND ROCK 

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

on Sunday from 7:00 AM- 8:00 AM on WBAB 102.3 

FM or 95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End. Listen on 

Saturdays at 11:00 PM on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, 

the Catholic Channel and at 11:00 PM on XM Satellite, 

Channel 117. Don’t miss it! To listen online or receive 

more information regarding Religion and Rock go to 

www.ReligionandRock.com or at “Religion & Rock” 

on ITUNES.  Don’t forget to tune into CATHOLIC 

FAITH NETWORK, Cablevision Channel 29/137 or 

Verizon FIOS 296 or visit www.cfntv.org !  To receive 

this announcement electronically, please email 

aayroso@cfntv.org  

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT 

Many of you know the Dominican Sisters of 

Amityville through our ministry in schools, health 

facilities, parish affiliations, etc. This year, we 

celebrate and honor those whose daily dedication 

and hard work foster the creation of a caring 

community. 

This year's festivities will take place virtually on 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 and offer us an opportunity 

to gather together for liturgy, followed by a joyful 

program of song, dance, and Irish spirit! 

Please consider supporting our efforts by purchasing 

one or more of the following: 

A ticket for our Irish Sweepstakes Raffle. Tickets are 

$10 each, or 6 for $50. Extra tickets are available on 

our website.  

A special edition Irish Night cookbook which includes 

tasty recipes and culinary traditions from all across 

the Emerald Isle. Cookbooks are $10 each. 

An event ticket for $40, which includes 1 entry into 

our door prize raffle, an entry into the Irish 

Sweepstakes and a copy of the cookbook. 

For more information, please contact our 

Advancement Office at 631-842-6000 ext.246 or visit 

the event website: www.sistersofstdominic.org/

irishnight2021  

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

 February 14  No Meeting 

 February 17  Ash Wednesday  

 February 21   Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria  

   from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 February 28   Meeting in the Convent— 

   Room #1, from 6:00 –  7:30 PM 

 March 7   Lenten Prayer Service in Saint 

Aidan Church and Smore’s Cookout in the Parking 

Lot from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

 March 14   Easter Basket Making for Social 

Ministry location TBD from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

 March 21   Lenten Stations of the Cross 

Service in the Saint Aidan Church and meeting in 

the Convent, Room #1, from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 





 

On-going Communication!  

FAITH FORMATION HAS ITS OWN 

PAGE ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

Office Hours:  The Faith 

Formation Office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 

6:30PM.  Please call ahead whenever 

possible.  Thursdays and Fridays are 

by appointment only. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to 

the current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the direction 

of their parents supported by the 

Faith Formation Office plus small 

Church Gatherings where children 

will come together in the church 

while remaining socially distant.  

Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 

1 through grade 8.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

There are no classes this week due 

to Winter Recess. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework project 

assignments were due on October 

26th for grade 7 and November 2nd 

for 8th grade students.  The first 

group of CONFIRMATION PACKET 

PROJECTS and MASS REFLECTIONS 

WERE DUE ON JANUARY 15th. .  

Please submit all overdue 

assignments as soon as possible. 

 

Attention Grades 7 and 8 Parents:  

The Grade 7 Spirit Nights originally 

scheduled for March 9th and 10th 

are cancelled.  Therefore, Project #3, 

Spirit Night, in the 7th grade 

Confirmation packet is cancelled.   

 

Attention ALL Parents:  The 

Religious Education school year is 

more than half over.  Please be sure 

that your children are submitting all 

initial online assessments and re-

tests. 

 

Attention Grade 4 Parents:  The 

Church Gatherings scheduled for 

January 26th and January 27th have 

been been rescheduled for March 

9th and March 10th at 4PM or 

6:30PM.  Please have your children 

attend on the day and time originally 

selected at registration.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office 

with any questions and/or concerns 

you may have at (516)746-6585 

x405 or 

carmstrong@staidanparish.org. 

 

Attention Grades 5 and 6 Parents:  

The joint grades 5 and 6 Church 

Gatherings scheduled for March 1st 

and March 3rd are cancelled.  

Support packets will be ready for 

pick-up on Monday, February 22nd, 

Tuesday, February, February 23rd, 

and Wednesday, February 24th 

during the regular Faith Formation 

Office hours. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a 

more “normal” schedule, the office is 

open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  

If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If 

you want to stop by the office, please 

call ahead of time. 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to 

provide some limited materials 

each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available on a 

weekly basis along with the 

Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They 

are located in the Children’s Corner 

racks in the main lobby of the 

Church.  Even if you are not yet 

returning to Mass due to pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be 

used at home.  Take a few minutes 

to stop by the church to pick them 

up for home use.  Please do not 

leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

The liturgical color is green.  Each 

week we have been focusing on a 

Word, Phrase, or Short Sentence of 

the Week to help link the Sunday 

gospel to family life.  This week’s 

Short Sentence of the Week is:  

BELIEVE AND BE HEALED.  Place 

this Week’s Short Sentence of the 

Week on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week. 

Today’s Gospel, (Mark 1:40-45), 

describes how Jesus healed a man 

afflicted with Leprosy.  This 

serious skin disease has been 

eradicated in much of the world 

and treatable by medication in 

other areas; however, in Jesus’ 

time, there was no earthly cure.  

Jewish law was very detailed about 

how lepers were to be treated.  

They were required to announce 

their presence so that others 

would know to stay away.  They 

were totally isolated from the 

mainstream of Jewish life being 

forbidden to work, live, and 

worship with the community.  

Lepers mostly resorted to begging 

for food and money to meet their 

basic needs while awaiting their 

death, usually from the disease 

overtaking them.  It was a lonely, 

painful life.  Mark points out how 

this particular leper expressed his 

faith in Jesus by daringly 

approaching Him and making a 

declaration of faith by saying how 

he knew that Jesus could heal him.  

By a simple touch, Jesus made him 

whole.  All traces of leprosy were 

gone!  Jesus told the man to follow 

the Jewish law by showing himself 

to the priest and making the 

offering required by the law so that 

the man could rejoin the 

community.  Jesus further told the 

man not to tell anyone about what 

happened to him.  The now former 

leper just couldn’t keep his healing 

a secret!  It was too wonderful.   

Children generally enjoy the great 

gospel healing stories.  Each one 

has a particular focus.  Today’s 

story focuses on the leper’s initial 

belief in Jesus’ authority over 

sickness.  The fact that this leper 

had the courage to even approach 

Jesus is remarkable.  The leper 

knew that Jesus was his only 

chance at restoration and 

wholeness.  In most cases, children 

are only just beginning to uncover 

the suffering aspect of earthly life.   

They may have experienced the 

isolation and physical pain of being 

sick occasionally.  They may have 

journeyed with a family member 

who was seriously, even gravely ill.  

Children may have suffered from 

the loneliness of being excluded in 

school.  During these pandemic 

days, many children have been 

adversely affected by fear of 

getting sick, the uncertainty and 

isolation of quarantine, and 

possibly the death of someone 

close to them.  This is a perfect 

gospel to help them build their 

faith in our God, who wants us to 

be whole in every way: spirit, 

mind, and body.   

Discuss this gospel together as a 

family.  Encourage children to talk 

about what is hurting them and 

where they need healing.  Again, 

open the conversation to a broad 

range of areas, which may include 

bullying in school, squabbles with 

siblings, and fears about pandemic.  

Practice intercessory prayer skills 

by taking turns praying for the 

needs of others within and outside 

of the family unit.  This doesn’t 

have to take a lot of time as it can 

be added to prayer before dinner 

or bedtime.  Especially with older 

children, help them reflect on their 

actions as Lent begins this 

Wednesday.  With older children, 

start preparing for the healing 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and 

plan ahead to celebrate this 

sacrament as a family early in Lent.  

Finally, have each child make a 

simple prayer chain with seven 

links for this week.  Write someone 

or some need to be prayed for on 

each day this week.  It is a 

wonderful graphic to remember to 

BELIEVE AND BE HEALED.   



Remember Lent begins this week 

on Ash Wednesday. 

 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

We all know the Golden Rule, "Do 

unto others as you would want 

them to do unto you." Did you 

know that this comes from Holy 

Scripture? (See Matthew 7:12 and 

Luke 6:31) However, before Jesus' 

time, this was not the case. The 

culture at that time looked upon 

human disease and misfortune of 

all kinds as punishment from God 

for being a sinner - a real example 

of "the blind leading the blind." But 

have we progressed much from 

that primitive thinking? As we 

approach the holy season of Lent, 

the Readings will focus on sin and 

transgressions of all kinds that we 

are all guilty of, and what we 

should do to correct our ways.   

The First Reading is from the Book 

of Leviticus (13:1-2, 44-46). We 

read here one of the basic Mosaic 

laws that was imposed on the 

Jewish people for health reasons, 

the separation of people with 

contagious diseases. There was 

nothing basically wrong with this 

concept originally; however, over 

time the practice and the 

understanding became a sign that 

God punished sinners with 

diseases, suffering, and leprosy 

which was the worst of all 

punishments, except for 

crucifixion.   

The Responsorial Psalm (32:1-2, 5, 

11) is a song that could and should 

be sung by a leper or a sinner who 

has been cured or forgiven. One is 

physical and the other is spiritual; 

but God is the “miracle worker” in 

both cases.   

The Second Reading is from the 

First Letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians (10:31-11:1). In this 

passage, Paul is exhorting his flock 

to be aware of the intent and 

purpose of all our actions. To avoid 

sin, or the appearance of sin, do 

everything for the "greater honor 

and glory of God." This is not as 

difficult as one might think. It 

requires some effort at the 

beginning, but becomes a natural 

mindset over time.   

The Gospel Reading is taken from 

the Gospel of Mark (1:40-45). This 

gospel passage has two messages: 

The simple story of the leper cured 

by Jesus and the command by Jesus 

not to reveal the details to anyone. 

Here the leper comes to Jesus in 

desperation "begging" to be healed. 

Jesus does not shrink away as most 

Jews of that day would. Rather, 

Jesus heals the leper immediately, 

but then tells him not to reveal the 

details except to "show yourself to 

the priest as Moses prescribed." 

Jesus did not want sensational 

fame or notoriety; it hindered His 

mission. Rather, He wanted all 

mankind to come to Him out of 

faith and trust, but in the quiet of 

their heart.   

When we need to be healed from a 

serious illness, we go to a doctor to 

have it diagnosed and look for the 

proper care to continue in good 

health. Should we then not go to a 

priest to have our sins forgiven and 

seek the proper penance? 

Remember, our sins are forgiven 

before we reach the confessional if 

we are sincere; but Jesus' 

command is still there, "Go show 

yourself to the priest." So, the 

question is: How long has it been 

since you went to be reconciled 

with Jesus by confessing your sins? 

Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week!            

 

The Catholic Letters were written 

to deal with a growing list of issues 

facing the expanding Church as it 

spread during the early second 

century. There was no formal 

structure or hierarchy as we 

currently take for granted, for the 

Church was more of a collection of 

communities spread out through 

the eastern Mediterranean area 

rather than a unified organization. 

While they shared a common faith, 

they faced many problems, some 

isolated, but many in common, 

notably the need to address false 

doctrines, share and strengthen 

the common catechetical 

and moral and ethical teachings of 

the Gospel, provide encouragement 

to keep the faith in view of the 

apparent delay of the 

expected Parousia, not to mention 

dealing with the threat of 



martyrdom due to Roman 

persecution. And the authors had 

to deal with all this at a level the 

average Christian could 

understand and accept.  

 

We need to remember that being a 

Christian at this time was difficult. 

It meant being in opposition to 

worldly priorities, belonging to a 

small religious community having 

to defend the faith from multiple 

false prophecies and heresies, as 

well live in an often hostile world 

leading to the possibility of having 

to suffer and die for it. 

Consequently, these letters had to 

offer hope in accepting the 

persecution, suffering, and 

“testing” as based 

on Christ’s ultimate victory over 

these the same things and the joy 

and promise of being a member of 

His community, while 

simultaneously safeguarding and 

unifying the Gospel truths passed 

down to these communities.  

Therefore, they would stress the 

need for all Christians to show 

submission, humility, patience, 

good conduct, and obedience to 

authorities, because their witness 

must be blameless when their faith 

was tested in the world, in the 

courtroom, and in martyrdom.  

 

Since most of these issues were 

problems faced by just about all 

the communities, these epistles 

share much in common, citing 

ethical themes and quotations 

often referencing the Old 

Testament which would be familiar 

to most of the recipients, although 

the writers would interpret them 

differently to address their specific 

situations. For example, Proverbs 

3: 34 “Those who scoff, He scoffs 

at, but the lowly He favors”, is used 

in James 4:6 “…it says, “God resists 

the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble” to stress the need to avoid 

worldly concerns and submit 

humbly to God. But in 1 Peter 5: 5-

6 “Likewise, you younger 

members, be subject to the 

presbyters. And all of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility in your 

dealings with one another, for: 

“God opposes the proud but 

bestows favor on the humble.” So 

humble yourselves under the 

mighty hand of God, that he may 

exalt you in due time” the author 

uses the same verse to exhort 

Christians to act with humility 

toward one another to receive 

their reward from God. (Note that 

in both epistles, the current 



translation is a bit different from 

what they knew.) 

 

The Catholic Letters also reflect the 

integration of the cultures of the 

time, drawing on both the Jewish 

tradition and Hellenistic ethics to 

present the virtues that Christians 

should espouse. For instance, both 

stress acts of mercy and hospitality 

as desirable, and such good 

practices are interwoven with 

theology to provide guidance for 

the readers, rather than presented 

separately as is more common in 

the Pauline letters. So they reflect 

the slow consolidation of the 

Church into the culture, but also its 

growing unification into a more 

organized whole. And, as noted last 

week, they provide us with an 

insight into how our Church and 

our faith grew firm, even in the 

face of both internal problems and 

external opposition, and they 

encourage us as the inheritors of 

their trials to remain faithful as 

they did 

 

As an aside, this week we start our 

Lenten journey. For many of us, 

that used to mean “giving up 

something” to prepare for the 

highest holydays of our faith. As we 

have been encouraged since 

Vatican II to be more active, and to 

become more attuned to the 

scriptures, may I suggest that 

rather than give up something, we 

add something. Pick up a Bible and 

read a bit. This year we are reading 

the Gospel according to Mark. It is 

the shortest and oldest Gospel. If 

you attend Mass every Sunday and 

major Feast Day, you will hear a 

little over 60% of it. Take this 

opportunity to read all of it.  

www.cffor.org 

 

“Glorious indeed has been our 

Contest… I hope we shall not forget  

that to Divine Providence is to be 

ascribed the Glory and the Praise.”                                                                               

- George Washington 1783 

 

The principles that made America 

unique among all nations are those 

of faith in God as the creator and 

moral governor of the Universe, 

together with religious freedom, 

protected and guaranteed in the 

First Amendment. 

  

Celebrating Presidents Week (in 

some states called "Ski Week") in 

February 

  

George Washington's birthday is 

Feb. 22.  Abraham Lincoln's 

birthday is Feb. 12.  But, instead of 

honoring these great leaders on 

their actual birthdays, we combine 

them into one generic holiday 

called Presidents Week when 

schools are closed and most stores 

hold holiday sales.   

 

Instead, students should learn the 

accomplishments of these 

exceptional leaders, their devout 

faith in God and reliance on His 

guidance, and their role in 

establishing and maintaining our 

"One Nation under God."   

 

"How is it possible to overlook the 

significance of the leader who 

signed the Emancipation 

Proclamation that freed the slaves 

during the middle of the Civil 

War?  Washington was so 

respected by his men at the 

conclusion of the Revolutionary 

War he could have been the king of 

the new nation.  Instead, 

Washington wanted to help create 

a nation built on liberty," wrote 

former Gov. Scott Walker. (1) 

  

American history - a once valued 

subject - is no longer a priority in 

public schools.  This ignorance of 

history predicts troubling 

consequences as children grow up 

ignorant and unaware of the 

essential beliefs of Freedom, 

Freedom of Religion, and Freedom 

of Conscience, which founded our 

nation.  "Children need to learn 

how to take original sources - not 

doctored textbooks - and analyze 

them ... to come to their own 

conclusions."  (2) 

  

(washingtontimes.com, 2/20/20

(1); westernconservatory.com, 

1/13/10(2);  

charismanews.com, 7/4/18; 

nypost.com, 1/22/17) 

 

"America will never be destroyed 

from the outside.  If we falter and 

lose our freedoms, it will be 

because we destroyed 

ourselves."    - Abraham Lincoln 

  










