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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 

RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must 
be worn by all present.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday 
of each month beginning with the 
12:00 Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the 
right of the main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday 

from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 
PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make 
a confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at 
the Rectory office at least 9 months 
in advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
after the 12:00 PM Mass on the 4th 
Sunday of each month.    
 
ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions 
of the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
VISIT THE CHURCH  
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing. 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  ext. 136 

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



JESUS TOOK 

PETER, JAMES, 

AND JOHN  

AND LED THEM 

UP A HIGH 

MOUNTAIN APART 

BY THEMSELVES 

HE WAS 

TRANSFIGURED 

BEFORE THEM 

AND HIS CLOTHES 

BECAME 

DAZZLING WHITE  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 
EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 
COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN 
IS COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE 
CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 
STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON FACEBOOK 
 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 1  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Larry Eno (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Kathleen McNamara 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Ellwood R. Jansen, Sr. (35th Anniv. Rem.) 
  
TUESDAY, MARCH 2  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Michal William 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Harriette Parendo (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Michael Collins 
  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Vittoria & John Fellin 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Warren McNally (12th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Chacko Illipparambil (30th Anniv.  Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, MARCH 4  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Carol Ann White 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Bernadette Pineda Delatore 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Geraldo Peixoto (6 Month Anniversary) 
  
FRIDAY, MARCH 5  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Lv. Ints. of Margaret Naughton 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Rita Durante 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Harriet Kearns (Anniversary Rem.) 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 6  LENT WEEK 2 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Linda Ticlaw (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon  5:00 PM  David Woodward (Birthday Rem.) 
     Daniel Bailey (Birthday Rem.) 
     Gilbert Duvalsaint (Birthday Rem.) 
     Marilyn Hintz 
Fr. Ken  7:30 PM Steven Daniel Clancy (7th Anniversary Rem.) 
      
SUNDAY, MARCH 7  THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
Fr. Ken  7:30 AM Salvatore Venezia 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Joan T. Forde  
       & Angela Stiuso 
Fr. Adrian  10:30 PM Ken LaMontagne 
Fr. Solomon  12:00 PM Steve Gord 
     Ralph D’Amato 
     Guilherme Simoes   
Fr. Adrian  5:00 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
 



In the Transfiguration, we are 

presented with an intensely private 

moment between Jesus and the Father, 

so private that much of it happened on 

a mountain, in a cloud, away from everyone. Three 

disciples were witnesses, but in spite of the 

fantastic goings on, what they did see they 

misunderstood. They were terrified by it, which 

may be why they kept silent, and ‘in those days told 

no one any of the things they had seen.’ 

In the same respect, people come to Mass hoping to 

soak up as much of God as we can to last us for the 

week. When we leave here, are we any different?  

Perhaps, at first glance, our life is not noticeably 

different. We are wearing the same clothes as we 

arrived in, have the same ailments that we did 

when we came in, and return to the same problems 

that we had when we last left them. So it is very 

tempting to believe that nothing has changed 

during our hour together and like the disciples, we 

miss the point. 

Yet for Jesus, something very significant happened 

that day many years ago. It was this event alone 

that honed His focus towards Jerusalem, towards 

an unavoidable confrontation with the religious 

and civil authorities, and finally, towards the cross.   

For us, something very significant happens as well. 

Perhaps it doesn’t happen every week. Perhaps it 

only happens a handful of times when there is 

something that moves us, touches us,  impacts us at 

Mass with a presence of the divine. What seemingly 

began as just another Mass, as just another step on 

the journey, suddenly becomes a moment when 

everything connects and is made clear. Who knows 

why it happens? Who knows how it happens?  It 

just happens. 

Such moments as these when they happen are 

indispensable to our faith, whether it is because of 

something we have said, something that happens 

during Mass, or something that happens later in the 

week that finally makes life look a little clearer, a 

little better, or a little easier to live. Then, in some 

stunning moment of prayer, we see who Jesus is. 

We heed the voice as it was spoken in the past, in 

the present and in the future, saying, ‘This is my 

Son, listen to Him!’ And so we  listen. And so we 

see. And so we believe! 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

DEBRA NASH 

ANN C. CAMPBELL 

EDWIN GBENEBITSE 

BRENDA SASSO 

GERARD M. SAUVIGNE 

__________________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Thomas Yorke 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Paul Orlando 

Margaret Sullivan 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

Catherine & Fred Stolle 

Kimberly, Scott, Scott Jr. & Charlotte 

Strunk 

Charles Procaccini 

Rosalie Szoke,  

Judy Kostovich  

John Sweeney  

Richard Ryan 

STEWARDSHIP 

2/23/20 $28,714  

2/21/21 $27,014  (-5.92%) 

 

CHURCH IN NEED 

03/01/20 $5,170 

02/21/21 $1,088  (-78.96%) 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

02/26/20 $ 9,850 

02/17/21 $3,190  (-67.61%) 

 

EXTRA COLLECTION TODAY 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  APPEAL  

Parish Goal $140,000.00   

Pledges $4,045   Donors 4 

Payments $1,345 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND WEEK 

NANCY ABREGO,  

St. Aidan 

DOMINICK ACEVEDO,  

Our Lady of Lourdes, Queens Village 

 

 

 

INCOME TAX  DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax statement 

for your 2020 Stewardship 

donations to the parish, please call 

the Rectory office at (516) 746-6585 

x1 or send the form below into the 

Rectory office (505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY   11596) 

Name  _________________________________  

Telephone #  _________________________ 

(as it appears on your envelopes) 

Address _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Envelope Number #  _________________ 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ______________________ 

I donate online ______________________ 



FOR LENT, ASK IF ONE’S LIFE IS 

CENTERED ON GOD OR ONESELF 

Lent is a time to reconsider the path one is taking in 

life and to finally answer God’s invitation to return to 

him with one’s whole heart, Pope Francis said. 

“Lent is not just about the little sacrifices we make, 

but about discerning where our hearts are directed,” 

he said, “toward God or toward myself?” 



 The Pope’s remarks came in his homily at Mass for 

Ash Wednesday February 17, which included the 

blessing and distribution of ashes, marking the 

beginning of Lent for Latin-rite Catholics.  In his 

homily, the Pope said one must bow to receive ashes 

sprinkled on the crown of the head, which reflects 

the “humble descent” one makes in reflecting on 

one’s life, sins and relationship with God. 

 “Lent is a journey of return to God”, especially when 

most people live each day ignoring or delaying their 

response to God’s invitation to pray and do 

something for others.  “It is a time to reconsider the 

path we are taking, to find the route that leads us 

home and to rediscover our profound relationship 

with God, on whom everything depends,” he said. 

 Freedom:  “The journey of Lent is an exodus from 

slavery to freedom,” he said, noting the easy 

temptations along that journey, including yearning 

for the past, or hindered by “unhealthy attachments, 

held back by the seductive snares of our sins, by the 

false security of money and appearances, by the 

paralysis of our discontents. To embark on this 

journey, we have to unmask these illusions”. 

 The way back to God, he said, starts with 

understanding, like the prodigal son, how “we have 

ended up with empty hands and an unhappy heart” 

after squandering God’s gifts “on paltry things, and 

then with seeking God’s forgiveness through 

confession.” 

 Because of ongoing measures in place to reduce the 

spread of the coronavirus, the Mass and distribution 

of ashes took place with a congregation of little 

more than 100 people at the Altar of the Chair in St 

Peter’s Basilica.  In St Peter’s Basilica, the Pope 

received ashes on his head from Cardinal Angelo 

Comastri, archpriest of the basilica, and he 

distributed ashes to about three dozen cardinals, as 

well as the priests and deacons assisting him at the 

Mass. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

March 14 Day Light Savings 

March 17  St. Patrick’s Day 

March 19  St. Joseph’s Day 

March 25  The Annunciation of the Lord 

March 28  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE  

CHAPTER 11 

Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of 

claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the forms to 

use can be found by clicking on the following link to the 

Diocese’s bankruptcy website and scrolling down the 

page: https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

EVERY FRIDAY AT 7:00 PM DURING LENT 

 

DIOCESAN LENTEN RETREAT 

Join the  seven-week Lent retreat with Chris Stefanick 

and Bishops from around the country (including our 

own BishoP Barres).  Watch The Search on the Catholic 

Faith Network (CFNTV) or on FORMED and experience 

a Lent like no other.  If your faith is already solid, The 

Search will help you to deepen it. If you’re feeling 

unsure, it’s for you too. If you’re worried about your 

kids or grandkids, it’s a great series for you to share 

with them! Plus, each week Chris will help you dive 

deeper into how to use it in small groups during his 

LIVE show, The Life You Were Made For. 

Click the link below to get notified each week when the 

show is live and join us for what could be your most 

meaningful Lent ever! It’s FREE to be part of the 

audience, beginning Thursday at 8 p.m. ET. 

https://reallifecatholic.com/live/ 

 

DEEPEN YOUR LENTEN DEVOTION –  

“Journeying through Lent and through Life.” Join the 

Friends of the Seminary Sunday, March 7, 2021, 9:30 am 

to 3 pm. Msgr. Charles Fink will present a Lenten Day of 

Prayer including Mass, spiritual reflections, lunch and 

Stations of the Cross. Attendance limited; masks 

required. $50 donation. Reservations required: (631) 

423- 0483 x 102; bmalone@icseminary.edu; 

www.icseminary.edu. 



PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his Encyclical, Deus 

Caritas Est, “Everything has its origin in God's love, 

everything is shaped by it, everything is directed 

towards it. Love is God's greatest gift to humanity; it 

is his promise and our hope.” 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the parish social 

ministry office or to our new food box which is 

located near the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.   

TISSUES, SIZE 5 DIAPERS, COOKIES, JARS OF 

SAUCE, OIL INDIVIDUAL BAGS OF SNACKS AND 

BREADCRUMBS 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office 

hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use 

the Finamore Parish Center entrance (across from 

the church on Willis Avenue).    

 

COAT COLLECTION 

It’s that time again.  Keep the homeless warm this 

winter. Please donate a coat or jacket to a soup 

kitchen that feeds 185 million meals a year.  Please 

call Tecky at (516) 655-9755 or Cathy comayu27 

@gmail.com for drop off point.  Coats will be 

collected until February. 

 

MINEOLA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 

Personal requests for Transportation for the 

Mineola School District must be made by parents of 

students attending a private school, for the school 

year 2021-2022.  The deadline for filing this 

application is April 1, 2021. For further information 

contact your private school, or the Mineola 

Transportation Department at 237-2080. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE 

AMERICAS 

COURT ST. AIDAN #1577 FATHER 

TULLEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AND 

JOAN P. FOY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

All children of St. Aidan Parish, whether they attend 

public or private school, are eligible to apply for the 

Father Tulley Memorial Scholarship and the Joan P. 

Foy Memorial Scholarship.  Applicants must meet 

the following requirements: 



 Student must have taken the High School Placement 

Test in October or November of 2020. 

 Student must have been accepted and plan to attend 

a Catholic High School in September of 2021 and 

must not have received a full tuition scholarship to 

said school. 

 Families must be registered parishioners of St. 

Aidan Parish. 

 Students who attend St. Aidan School will receive an 

application from the principal or their homeroom 

teacher. 

All other interested students please contact the Court 

Education Chairperson at (516) 747-1579 for an 

application and further information.  ALL 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 15, 

2021 TO QUALIFY. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  

Meeting Tuesday, March 2nd at 7:00 PM in the church.  

Meeting will be livestreamed.  New members always 

welcome. 

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden after 

the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the year 2021.  Dates for  your diary:  Wednesday 

March 17, April 21, May 19, June 16,  July 21,  August 18,  

September 15, October 20, November 17,  December 15. 

 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

on Sunday March 7 th at 9am.  This Mass will be offered 

in loving memory of deceased Rosarians Joan Ford and 

Angela Stiuso.  This Mass can also be viewed online 

at staidanparish.org 

The monthly meeting will be on Monday evening, March 

8th at 7pm in the church.  At this meeting we will 

present “Mary’s Way of the Cross.”  This very spiritual 

program follows Our Blessed Mother as she walks with 

Jesus in His final days.  This meeting will also be 

streamed online.  

The February meeting, the Night of Recollection, which 

was cancelled due to weather, will be held on April 12th.  

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

JOIN THE COLUMBIETTES 

Would you like to join a Catholic group in 2020?  The 

Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, invite 

you to join our group. We are Catholic women 18 years 

and over. We meet at the Knights of Columbus 186 

Jericho Turnpike, Mineola NY. RSVP to Ruth Ann at 516-

221-6105 or Marge at 516-269-9178 

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a 

bottle of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to 

bless it as you leave church.  

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:15 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Sunday, February 28th after the 12:00 PM Mass. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, March 5th from 1:00-3:00 PM 



ADULT CONFIRMATION 

LAST CALL FOR ADULT CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES!  Sessions will soon begin for anyone over 18 

years old who has not received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation.  Please contact the Faith Formation Office 

at (516_)746-6585 x406 or 

email esmith@staidanparish.org for more 

information  or to register.  

 

RCIA 

St. Aidan’s continues to journey with our catechumen, 

Conor Rood, as he prepares to receive the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist at the Easter 

Vigil.  Today, Sunday, February 28th at the 10:30AM 

Mass, Conor will celebrate the Rite of Election by 

signing the parish’s Book of the 

Elect.  He will then continue through a 

Period of Enlightenment throughout 

the remainder of Lent until he 

becomes one with us at the Easter 

Vigil through the reception of the 

three Sacraments of Initiation.  Please 

keep Conor, his sponsor, and his 

family in your prayers.   

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a 

spiritual home? Our “no strings” 

inquiry is open to anyone searching 

that you may know. This is ideal for 

learning about Catholicism and for 

Catholics who have not yet received 

the Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 

There is no obligation to continue. To 

set up an appointment to speak to 

someone please call the rectory at 516

-746-6585 ext. 406. 

 

GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS 

GONE "VIRTUAL" 

Great News - Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter has gone "Virtual!” 

To support married couples during 

this time of social distancing, 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 

sponsoring virtual marriage 

experiences. Some are on weekends and some span 

multiple weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will 

explore their individual personality styles, improve 

listening and communication skills, understand God’s 

plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority.  Registration is limited and a 

$100 application fee is required. For more information 

or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at 718-344-3700 or 

visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

“His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for 

your house will consume me.”  Do we have zeal to honor 

God through our marriage?  The next virtual Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter experiences are 

 Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21 

 Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 



ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, 

great grandson/daughter of a Veteran who served in 

the Military or is presently serving? American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 144 has scholarship applications 

available. Applications can be downloaded, please 

contact Dianne Karl, email dianneli@ optimum.net,  or 

call 516-746-2625 or text 516-778-0006.  We have had 

scholarship winners for the past 6 years and this past 

year we had two winners from our Unit 144.  The 

deadline for the scholarship applications is February 

27th, 2021. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please consider a 

bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. You can make a 

contribution to support ongoing operations of the 

church, school or contribute to a particular project.  

Your legal counsel or accountant can help you refine the 

bequest language to suit your specific wishes for the 

Church of St. Aidan. Thank you. 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK  

Join Catholic Faith Network for the 2021 Telethon this 

weekend, Saturday, February 27th from 2-10pm and 

Sunday, February 28th from 12-10pm. This exciting 

weekend will feature guests from around the world, 

thrilling performances and inspirational interviews. 

CFN is available on your local cable providers as well as 

on Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android and the 

free CFN app. The Catholic Faith Network continues to 

be there for you during these challenging times and we 

ask that you help us continue in our mission. If you have 

capacity to give this year, please do. Consider making a 

donation by phone or by visiting  www.CFNtv.org. 

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT 

Many of you know the Dominican Sisters of Amityville 

through our ministry in schools, health facilities, parish 

affiliations, etc. This year, we celebrate and honor those 

whose daily dedication and hard work foster the 

creation of a caring community. 

This year's festivities will take place virtually on 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 and offer us an opportunity to 

gather together for liturgy, followed by a joyful program 

of song, dance, and Irish spirit! 

Please consider supporting our efforts by purchasing 

one or more of the following: 

A ticket for our Irish Sweepstakes Raffle. Tickets are 

$10 each, or 6 for $50. Extra tickets are available on our 

website.  

A special edition Irish Night cookbook which includes 

tasty recipes and culinary traditions from all across the 

Emerald Isle. Cookbooks are $10 each. 

An event ticket for $40, which includes 1 entry into our 

door prize raffle, an entry into the Irish Sweepstakes 

and a copy of the cookbook. 

For more information, please contact our Advancement 

Office at 631-842-6000 ext.246 or visit the event 

website: www.sistersofstdominic.org/irishnight2021  

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

 February 28 -  Meeting in the Convent— 

   Room #1, from 6:00 –  7:30 PM 

 March 7   Lenten Prayer Service in the  

   Saint Aidan Church and Smore’s 

   Cookout in the Parking Lot from 

   6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 













 

On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE 

ON THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit 

this webpage throughout the year 

for updates and information. 

 

Office Hours:  The Faith Formation 

Office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 

6:30PM.  Please call ahead whenever 

possible.  Thursdays and Fridays are 

by appointment only. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith 

Formation program is a blended 

program for the 2020-2021 school 

year, which includes children 

working at home under the direction 

of their parents supported by the 

Faith Formation Office plus small 

Church Gatherings where children 

will come together in the church 

while remaining socially distant.  

Children must be registered to 

participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in Religious Education 

classes every school year from grade 

1 through grade 8.  Please contact 

the Faith Formation Office for more 

information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

Students assigned to Schedule A and 

Schedule AB have class on Thursday, 

March 4th at 4:30PM or 5:45PM. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework project 

assignments were due on October 

26th for grade 7 and November 2nd 

for 8th grade students.  The first 

group of CONFIRMATION PACKET 

PROJECTS and MASS REFLECTIONS 

WERE DUE ON JANUARY 15th. .  

Please submit all overdue 

assignments as soon as possible. 

 

Attention Grades 7 Parents:  The 

Grade 7 Spirit Nights originally 

scheduled for March 9th and 10th 

are cancelled.  Therefore, Project #3, 

Spirit Night, in the 7th grade 

Confirmation packet is cancelled.   

 

Attention ALL Parents:  The 

Religious Education school year is 

more than half over.  Please be sure 

that your children are submitting all 

initial online assessments and re-

tests. 

 

Attention Grade 4 Parents:  The 

Church Gatherings scheduled for 

January 26th and January 27th have 

been been rescheduled for March 

9th and March 10th at 4PM or 

6:30PM.  Please have your children 

attend on the day and time originally 

selected at registration.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office 

with any questions and/or concerns 

you may have at (516)746-6585 

x405 or 

carmstrong@staidanparish.org. 

 

Attention Grades 5 and 6 Parents:  

The joint grades 5 and 6 Church 

Gatherings scheduled for March 1st 

and March 3rd are cancelled.  

Support packets are ready for pick-

up during the regular Faith 

Formation Office hours, Mondays 

through Wednesdays from 1:30PM 

to 6:30PM. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time 

of pandemic precautions, the 

following websites may be helpful.  

Google usccb.org (United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops) 

which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily 

has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the 

Family Mass, is providing videos and 

articles about how to celebrate the 

Faith at home in the “domestic 

church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have 

some family activities and 

informative articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open 

on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM 

and on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  

We welcome your phone calls and 

emails during this challenging time.  

If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the 

building for your convenience.  If you 

want to stop by the office, please call 

ahead of time. 





During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available on 

a weekly basis along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 

yet returning to Mass due to pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used 

at home.  Take a few minutes to stop by 

the church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church.   

Today the church celebrates the Second 

Sunday of Lent.  The liturgical color is 

purple.  Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word, Phrase, or Short 

Sentence of the Week in order to link 

the Sunday Gospel to family life.  This 

week’s Short Sentence of the Week is:  

LISTEN TO JESUS!  Place LISTEN TO 

JESUS on the refrigerator as a reminder 

during the week. 

Today’s Gospel, (Mark9:2-10), is the 

story of the Transfiguration of Jesus.  

Jesus went up the mountain with three 

of His followers, Peter, James, and John.  

All three of His followers/apostles were 

amazed as Jesus became dazzling white 

and appeared with the prophets, Moses 

and Elijah.  In the Bible, anything that 

takes place on top of a mountain is  

considered to be very important.  Jesus 

being transfigured showed the three 

Apostles that Jesus was truly God, the 

Promised Messiah.  The Apostles heard 

the words from Heaven, “This is my 

Beloved Son…” which were the same 

words heard when Jesus was baptized 

by John the Baptist but this time, the 

words, “Listen to Him” were added.  

When this special time was over, Jesus 

along with His three apostles came 

down from the mountain so that Jesus 

could return to His work of teaching the 

people about what God wanted them to 

do. 

The Transfiguration of Jesus was an 

experience of transformation or 

change.  Through the Sacrament of 

Baptism, we are forever transformed.  

Baptism removes Original Sin and fills 

us with God’s Spirit.  We become God’s 

children shining with His presence in 

us.  There is another important 

transformation or change that takes 

place during every Mass.  The bread 

and wine is changed into the Body and 

Blood of Jesus.  We are privileged to be 

able to receive the great gift of the 

Eucharist (Holy Communion) through 

which we are intimately united to Jesus.  

Through our Baptism and reception of 

Holy Communion, we are called to go 

out among the people to share God’s 

great message of love, peace, and joy. 

Children enjoy today’s gospel passage 

because it describes a spectacular 

event.  Change is often difficult for most 

people, and yet life constantly presents 

the need for us to make changes.  The 

transformational changes God wants 

for us are the changes that will bring us 

closer to Him.  Children again with their 

limited experiences learn at a fairly 

young age that things in their lives will 

change.  Their teachers change every 

school year.  Their responsibilities and 

privileges within the family as well as in 

school change as they grow.  What 

about the spiritual changes children 

need in order to grow into truly 

dynamic Catholics who have a personal 

relationship with Jesus and with the 

church?  This happens when the adults 

in their lives facilitate spiritual growth 

and Lent is the best season we have to 

help engage children in the process of 

spiritual change. 

This week, if you haven’t already done 

so, discuss a simple Lent family plan 

together.  Decide on perhaps one 

additional prayer project and one 

charitable project.  If you are already 

working on having a family Lent, gather 

together to check progress and be 

willing to make any changes that may 

help your efforts become successful.  

This week’s theme, LISTEN TO JESUS is 

reflected in learning to “LISTEN” and 

paying attention to God’s promptings in 

prayer and service.  Your Lenten family 

efforts will certainly help your children 

understand and see the connection 

between prayer and service. 

One last thing is to enjoy the time spent 

in celebrating Lent as a family.  It can be 

an opportunity to become closer as a 

family and it doesn’t have to involve a 

lot of time.  Be proud of your family 

accomplishments and thankful for 

every opportunity to LISTEN TO JESUS. 

 

 

The Second Sunday of Lent  

Remember some years ago when a 

certain brokerage firm had an 

advertising slogan that said, "When ‘So 

& So’ speaks, everyone listens." That 

slogan could be used for the theme of 

the Readings for today; however we 

would change it to, "When God speaks, 

everyone should listen."   

In the Old Testament, God spoke 

numerous times to and through various 

people such as Abraham, Moses and the 

Prophets. In the New Testament God 

speaks about and through His Son, 

Jesus Christ. He did this in dreams to 

Mary and Joseph, through the angels at 

Bethlehem. But do we listen? Do we 

really listen to the Gospels and other 



scripture readings in a manner that 

helps us absorb their meaning?   

The First Reading is from the Book of 

Genesis (22:1-18). Here, God speaks to 

Abraham and gives him a command to 

test his loyalty. Abraham obeys even 

though it will cost him his beloved son, 

Isaac. Of course, we know that God 

stopped Abraham in time to save Isaac. 

It was only a test but a major one. As a 

result, Abraham became the Father of 

the Jewish people through his son Isaac. 

Thus, Abraham listened and obeyed 

and "It was credited to him as 

righteousness." (Galatians 3:6)   

The Responsorial Psalm is (116:10-19). 

In the full-length version of this Psalm, 

it is a prayer of a grateful disciple who 

was ill and has now been healed. He 

recognizes that God heard his prayer 

and has answered. How can we expect 

God to listen to our prayers if we don't 

take the time to listen to Him?   

The Second Reading is from Paul's 

Letter to the Romans (8:31-34). The 

opening sentence should give everyone 

courage and strength, particularly 

when faced with some great struggle in 

life: "If God is for us, who can be against 

us?" But then, how do we know that 

God is "for us"? When we make time to 

pray, attend Mass or other liturgies, 

read about God, Jesus, Mary or the 

Saints, we will know that He is for us 

when we hear that "wee small voice" 

whispering to our heart. (1 Kg 19:12)   

The Gospel Reading is taken from the 

Gospel of Mark (9:2-10). Everyone is 

familiar with the story of the 

Transfiguration of Christ, when Jesus 

shows Peter, James and John who He 

really is, the Son of God in Glory. The 

purpose of this apparition was to show 

the apostles who they were really 

following and what they had to look 

forward to at the end of life's journey. 

But without looking it up, can you recall 

what the message was, directly from 

God the Father to Moses, Elijah, the 

apostles and to us? It was the voice of 

God the Father saying, "This is my 

beloved Son, listen to Him!"   

Although Mary, the Mother of Jesus, has 

very little to say in the entire Bible, one 

of her statements was, "Do whatever He 

tells you." (John2:5) Therefore, if we 

put these quotations together, we get, 

"Listen to Him and do whatever He tells 

you." Something to think about during 

your prayer time this week!       

 

The First Letter of Peter begins with the 

author calling himself “Peter, an apostle 

of Jesus Christ,” and later in chapter 5, 

verse 1, saying he is a “fellow-elder and 

witness of the suffering of Christ.” So 

from the time of Irenaeus in the late 

second century until recently, Peter the 

apostle was considered to be the 

author. For a number of reasons, 

however, some modern scholars regard 

the letter as the work of a later 

Christian writer. This is based partly on 

style: it is difficult to view the cultivated 

Greek in which it is written as 

something likely to have been produced 

by a Galilean fisherman, nor is its 

dependence on the Greek Septuagint 

translation of its Old Testament 

citations rather than Hebrew logical 

given Peter’s Jewish faith origin. There 

are also many allusions to widespread 

persecution of Christians, which did not 

occur until at least the reign of 

Domitian (81 – 96 AD). Additionally, 

there are notable similarities to Pauline 

doctrine, which would not be consistent 

with Peter, as they were just coming 

into the consciousness of the new 

church at the time he was martyred. 

Finally, this current scholarship feels it 

would be unlikely for Peter to write to 

Paul’s Gentile churches in Asia Minor 

while Paul was still alive. All this points 

to a date after the death of the two 

apostles, perhaps 80 to 90 AD. The 

posited author would then be a disciple 

of Peter in Rome during the early 

period of growth and evolution from 

the church’s Jewish Palestinian origins 

to its spread throughout the Gentile 

communities which came to dominate 

it, and as we have seen, using the name 

of a foundational apostle to lend 

credence to its content. 

 

The opening address is to Christian 

communities located in five provinces 

of Asia Minor which had been 

evangelized by Paul. They are 

encouraged to be steadfast in God’s 

grace despite persecution. The author 

reminds them that is part of the trials of 

the end-time that the community must 

undergo before the coming of the new 

age. But persecution has become part of 

Christian community life in an evil 

world. They should bear these 

sufferings in imitation of Christ, and see 

in them a cause for joy as it leads to the 

ultimate goal of salvation. 1 Pet 1: 3 – 7 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great 

mercy gave us a new birth to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you who 

by the power of God are safeguarded 

through faith, to a salvation that is 

ready to be revealed in the final time. In 

this you rejoice, although now for a 

little while you may have to suffer 

through various trials that the 

genuineness of your faith, more 

precious than gold that is perishable 

even though tested by fire, may prove 

to be for praise, glory, and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Furthermore, the persecution they face 

is something they should embrace as it 

is in imitation of Christ. 2: 19 “For 

whenever anyone bears the pain of 



unjust suffering because of 

consciousness of God, that is a grace.” 

They should act as Jesus did 2: 21-23 

“For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example that you should 

follow in his footsteps. He committed 

no sin, and no deceit was found in his 

mouth. When he was insulted, he 

returned no insult; when he suffered, 

he did not threaten; instead, he handed 

himself over to the one who judges 

justly.” 

 

This sense of persecution permeates 

the letter, and is interspersed with 

examples of how they should conduct 

themselves. They should obey civil 

authorities, even if their laws are 

onerous, wives should be subordinate 

to their husbands, but husbands should 

honor their wives.  Slaves are told to be 

obedient to their masters. Then there is 

a list of things to avoid, such as living in 

debauchery, drunkenness, orgies, 

carousing, and wanton idolatry, as do 

the Gentiles. If this sounds familiar, it is 

right from Paul, who had written the 

same things to the same communities. 

All this advice given by the author of 

the letter is sort of summed up by his 

exhortation that they live lives above 

reproach so that they cannot be 

accused of any wrongdoing by their 

persecutors. In addition, they must pray 

and 4: 8 “Above all, let your love for one 

another be intense, because love covers 

a multitude of sins.”  Following this, he 

returns yet again to their suffering: 

4:12-13 “Beloved, do not be surprised 

that a trial by fire is occurring among 

you, as if something strange were 

happening to you.  But rejoice to the 

extent that you share in the sufferings 

of Christ, so that when his glory is 

revealed you may also rejoice 

exultantly.” He ends by giving advice to 

presbyters 5: 2 “Tend the flock of God 

in your midst, [overseeing] not by 

constraint but willingly, as God would 

have it, not for shameful profit but 

eagerly.” And finally his advice to the 

community in general, to be humble, 

sober and vigilant, and resist the devil 

ends with the encouragement that if 

you do so, 5: 10 - 11 “The God of all 

grace who called you to his eternal 

glory through Christ [Jesus] will himself 

restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish you after you have suffered a 

little.  To him be dominion forever. 

Amen.” Yes, life in the early Christian 

community was challenging. But the 

advice at the end of 1 Peter still 

resonates today. Hang in there. Trust in 

God. It’s worth it. 

 

www.cffor.org 

Presidents Who Championed Religious 

Freedom 

As Presidents’ Day of 2021 passes, we 

should recollect and honor some 

Presidents who championed and 

protected Religious Freedom: 

George Washington - “The 

establishment of Civil and Religious 

Liberty was the Motive which induced 

me to the field ..." 

John Adams - “Nothing is to be more 

dreaded than a national government 

meddling in religion." 

Abraham Lincoln - "He from Whom all 

blessings flow, must not be forgotten." 

Ronald Reagan - "Freedom prospers 

when religion is vibrant, and the rule of 

law under God is acknowledged." 

Bill Clinton - “Let us instead respect one 

another's faiths, fight to the death to 

preserve the right of every American to 

practice whatever convictions he or she 

has." (1) 

Donald Trump – “Our republic was 

formed on the basis that freedom is not 

a gift from government, but that 

freedom is a gift from God.”  (2) 

 

Happening Now:  The So-Called 

"Equality Act" Discriminates Against 

Faith & Freedom: 

"Everyone deserves to be treated with 

respect and dignity," wrote the U.S. 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB) but the soon 

to be voted on Equality Act "in many 

ways does the opposite and needs to be 

opposed." (3)  It is a radical assault on 

religious liberty, the right to life and 

privacy rights and more accurately 

called the "inequality act."   

Instead of respecting differences in 

beliefs and biology, marriage and 

sexuality, the Equality Act would: 

"punish faith-based organizations such 

as charities and schools ..., force girls 

and women to compete against boys 

and men in sports, share locker rooms 

and shower spaces with biological men 

who identity as women; risk mandating 

taxpayers to fund abortions; force 

people in everyday life, especially 

health care workers, to support gender 

transition; and expand what the 

government considers a 'public' place, 

forcing even some parish halls to host 

functions that conflict with Catholic 

beliefs." (4) 

 

(firstliberty.org, 2/12/21(1); National 

Prayer Breakfast, Feb.2, 2017 (2); 

usccb/equality act (3)(4); 

prnnewswire.com, 2/19/21; 

washingtonpost.com, 2/18/21; 

cnsnews.com, 2/19/21; adflegal.org/

equality act) 

  

Be Silent No More!   

Capital Switchboard 202-224-3121; 

 Representative's names at 

www.house.gov; Senator's names at 

www.senate.gov 



The Transfiguration 
Mark 9:2-9 






