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We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN 
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing.  
When children are present for school 
Mass the doors will be closed to 
maintain a safe and secure 
environment.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
DAILY MASS 
Catholics are dispensed from their 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  
Daily Mass can be viewed on 
staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  
Masks or cloth facial coverings must 
be worn by all present.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 

each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at 
St. Joseph’s statue to the right of the 
main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday from 
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 
5:00 PM.  You can also make a 
confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
at 1:00 PM on the 4th Sunday of each 
month.   Please wait for the priest at 
Our Lady’s Shrine.   
 
ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave. Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Ken Grooms 

Rev. Kevin Cronin OFM is assisting 

this week 

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  

Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 

ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal 

Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

ext. 404, 405  

Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Youth Ministry   

ext. 403  

Mr. Stephen Loewenthal 

 

Music Director 

Mr. Drago Bubalo  ext. 130  

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   

Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 

 

Parish Facilities Manager 

Mr. Pat Perez  ext. 136 

 

Business Manager 

Ms. Maria Peluso ext. 107 



THOSE 

PRECEDING 

HIM AS WELL 

AS THOSE 

FOLLOWING 

KEPT CRYING 

OUT 

‘HOSANNA! 

        BLESSED 

IS HE WHO 

COMES IN 

THE NAME 

OF THE 

LORD!’  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN 
EMAIL LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE 
COVER, CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 
COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH 
OF ST. AIDAN AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 
FACEBOOK 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 29  MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM John & Virginia Menken 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Mario Donato (Birthday Rem.) 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Anne Eckhoff 
  
TUESDAY, MARCH 30  TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
Fr. Ken  6:30 AM Elizabeth Park (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin O.F.M. 9:00 AM Julia Daly (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Matthew Oliveri (20th Anniversary Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM Maryann O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Anthony Ameruso (15th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Kevin O.F.M. 5:30 PM Angela Flori (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
THURSDAY, APRIL 1  HOLY THURSDAY 
   8:30 AM Office of Readings 
   9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
Fr. Solomon  7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
     Followed by Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Fr. Solomon  11:45 PM Night Prayer 
  
FRIDAY, APRIL 2   GOOD FRIDAY 
   8:30 AM Office of Readings 
   9:00 AM Morning Prayer 
Bishop Andrzej 12:00 PM Seven Last Words 
Fr. Ken  3:00 PM Liturgy of the Passion 
Deacon Rudy  7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3  HOLY SATURDAY 
   8:30 AM Office of Readings 
   9:00 AM  Morning Prayer 
Fr. Adrian  12:00 PM Blessing of Food 
Fr. Adrian  7:30 PM  Vigil Mass 
      
SUNDAY, APRIL 4   EASTER SUNDAY  
Fr. Adrian  7:30 AM Sister Mary Ellen Lyons (10th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  9:00 AM Maureen Healy LA-O & Anne P. Arcario 
Fr. Solomon  10:30 PM Parishioners of St. Aidan    
Fr. Kevin O.F.M. 12:00 PM Lv. Ints. of Georgeou Family 
     Anthony Ameruso (Birthday Rem.) 
     John & Gregg Fiore 
     Lv. Ints. of Ann Sauchelli (Birthday) 
Fr. Solomon  1:30 PM Timothy O’Sullivan  



This year towns throughout Long 

Island were unable to hold parades 

to honor St. Patrick.  Everyone 

loves a parade.  We love to watch them.  Or we 

love to watch people we know march in them. 

Children seem to especially love them.  

I suspect children were no different in Jesus’ day.  I 

suspect adults were no different, either.  So when 

Jesus comes into Jerusalem, they respond to the 

parade the same way we would.  They stand on 

the sides and cheer.  They spread palm for the 

‘hero’ being honored.  And they join in and become 

a part of the grand procession. 

But this isn’t just any parade. This isn’t just any 

hero.  At least not in the eyes and ears of the 

crowds that day. They saw Jesus as the coming 

Messiah; the one who would take the throne of 

David and throw out the Romans.  The palm 

branches are a reminder of the story of the 

Maccabean revolt nearly two hundred years 

earlier.  Clearly the crowd thinks Jesus is coming 

to begin a revolution.  Even their cry, ‘Hosanna!’ 

portrays their misunderstanding.  For ‘Hosanna!’ 

means ‘Save us, NOW!’ 

But the crowd has misunderstood Jesus.  For 

according to the prophet Zechariah when the king 

comes on a colt, He comes to bring peace.  Jesus is 

clearly choosing the image of one who disarms 

people rather than one who stirs them up.  So 

when the parade is over there is no huge 

confrontation.  There are no swords drawn.  There 

are no elaborate campaign speeches.  No, Jesus has 

been clear about his purpose all along.  It was the 

people who misunderstood.  Sometimes things 

aren’t what they seem.  Sometimes what we want 

is not what God wants.  And always we need to 

seek God’s purpose rather than our own agenda. 

The misunderstanding of the people who joined 

the parade reminds us to take stock of our own 

expectations and decide if we still want to join the 

parade.  Today we  join in and proclaim, 

‘Hosanna!’  ‘Lord, save me.’   Truly, Jesus is the Son 

of God.  His example is the one to follow.  He sees 

and proclaims what he knows to be true.  If he 

were to lead a parade, would you follow? 

What’s Pastor Thinking 

‘HOSANNA!’ 

‘SAVE US, NOW!’ 



WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED   

______________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Margaret Sullivan 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

Catherine & Fred Stolle 

Kimberly, Scott, Scott Jr. & 

Charlotte Strunk 

Charles Procaccini 

Rosalie Szoke, 

Judy Kostovich  

John Sweeney  

Karen Finn Roarty 

Juanito Caguiat 

James Searles 

Hilda Escobar 

Kimberly Prichett  

Edward Panzella 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

FIRST WEEK 

REENMARY VARKEY,  

St. Aidan 

DYLAN MALONEY,  

St. William the Abbot, 

Seaford, NY 

 

CHERIE-ANN DARBY,  

St. Aidan 

VINCENZO PAGANO,  

St. Aidan 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

SECOND WEEK 

ALEXANDRA PAPPAS,  

St. Aidan 

JOSEPH GELDERMAN,  

St. Aidan 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Will be published next 

week. 

 

EXTRA COLLECTION 

TODAY & GOOD FRIDAY 

HOLY LAND 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $140,000.00   

Pledges $24,097   

Donors 119 

Payments $17,582    

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

 

 

 

INCOME TAX   

DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax 

statement for your 2020 

Stewardship donations to 

the parish, please call the 

Rectory office at (516) 746-

6585 x1 or send the form 

below into the Rectory 

office (505 Willis Avenue, 

Williston Park, NY   11596) 

Name  ______________________ 

Telephone #  

_____________________________ 

Address 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

Envelope Number _______ 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ___________ 

I donate online ____________ 

 

EASTER FLOWER 

MEMORIALS 2021  
 

$400 MEMORIALS  

____ SANCTUARY 

RESURRECTION GARDEN 

Right Side Sanctuary 

 
$100 MEMORIALS 

 (12)  Window 

Memorials-Each window 

will receive two 

Kalanchoe plants with 

intention named and 

parish candle in center.  

 
$90 MEMORIALS 

 (15)  Azalea Plants 

    
$80 MEMORIALS 

15 Triple Stem Lily 

11 Hydrangea 

 Plants 

 

Please complete this 

form and send to the 

Rectory office with 

payment.   

Make checks payable 

to: Church of St. Aidan.  

For information call (516) 

746-6585 x1 

 
INSCRIPTION  

________________________

________________________

________________________ 
 

NAME: 

________________________

________________________ 
TELEPHONE: 

________________________ 
E-MAIL 

________________________ 

 

Donations will be 

published in the bulletin       

____ Yes      ____No 

 

Amount Enclosed $_____ 

______Cash  ______Check  



PALM SUNDAY  
MASSES SATURDAY  

MARCH 27TH 

5:00 PM & 7:30 PM 

MASSES SUNDAY  

MARCH 28TH 

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

12:00 PM 

5:00 PM 

 

HOLY THURSDAY 
OFFICE OF READINGS 8:30 AM 

MORNING PRAYER 9:00 AM  

 

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

7:30 PM  

FOLLOWED BY REPOSITION  

OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

NIGHT PRAYER 11:45 PM 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
OFFICE OF READINGS 8:30 AM 

MORNING PRAYER 9:00 AM 

SEVEN LAST WORDS 12:00 PM 

THE  PASSION 3:00 PM 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 
OFFICE OF READINGS 8:30 AM 

MORNING PRAYER 9:00 AM 

BLESSING OF FOOD 12:00  PM 

EASTER VIGIL 7:30 PM 

 

 EASTER SUNDAY  
 7:30 AM 

 9:00 AM 

 10:30 AM  

 12:00 PM 

 1:30 PM 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 

CONFESSIONS 
EVERY SATURDAY, 12:30 - 1:30 PM AND 4:00-5:00 PM 

MONDAY, MARCH 29,  1:00 - 7:00 PM 

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 1,  4:30 - 6:00 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2,  4:30 - 6:00 PM 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3,  12:30 - 1:30 PM 

ALL LITURGIES WILL BE LIVESTREAMED  



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing Mass on 

the first Friday of the month.    

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, April 16th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

This weekend, 1:00 PM, Sunday, March 28th and again 

on Sunday, April 25th. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary will follow.   

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden after 

the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday of each month 

for the year 2021.  Dates for  your diary:  Wednesday 

April 21, May 19, June 16,  July 21,  August 18,  

September 15, October 20, November 17,  December 15. 

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please bring a 

bottle of regular water to Mass and ask the priest to 

bless it as you leave church.  

 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION APRIL 2, 2021 

On Good Friday, our parish will take up the annual Good 

Friday Collection for the Holy Land. 

Each day, the news reminds us of the violence and 

instability plaguing the Middle East, but we rarely hear 

of the shrinking Christian community there, a 

community that struggles to remain in the land of 

Christ’s birth, death and resurrection. Please help 

support our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land by 

giving to the Good Friday Collection. This Pontifical 

Collection allows the Franciscans and others to continue 



caring for Christianity’s holiest sites and for God’s 

people in the Holy Land. Please be generous. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will 

be on Sunday April 11 at 9am. This Mass will be 

offered for  living and deceased members of 

the  Rosary Altar Society.   This Mass can also be 

viewed online at staidanparish.org and on Facebook.  

The Society will meet on Monday evening, April 12, 

2021 in the Church.  The Night of Recollection, which 

was postponed from February, will begin with Mass 

at 5:30pm.  The Recitation of the Rosary and a short 

business meeting will follow the Mass.  At 7pm, 

Brother Larry from Chaminade High School will 

make a presentation on “Mary and St. Luke”.  Holy 

Water bottles in memory of Angela Stiuso will be 

distributed. Please join us in Church or online.  

 

RCIA 

Our elect, Conor Rood, will be receving the 

Sacraments of Initiation:  Baptism, Confirmation, and 

Eucharist at the Easter Vigil on April 3rd at 

7:30PM.  Please continue to keep Conor, his sponsor, 

and his family in your prayers.  All are welcome to 

join us in celebrating with Conor and welcoming 

him into our parish family. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual 

home? Our “no strings” inquiry is open to anyone 

searching that you may know. This is ideal for 

learning about Catholicism and for Catholics who 

have not yet received the Eucharist and/or 

Confirmation. There is no obligation to continue. To 

set up an appointment to speak to someone please 

call the rectory at 516-746-6585 ext. 406. 

 

COFFEE WITH JESUS 

Bishop Andrzej’s Lenten Series via Zoom.  Join 

Bishop Andrzej at 10:00 am on Friday mornings 

during Lent, through March 26. Bishop Andrzej will 

use Zoom to share with you his Lenten reflections 

on the Last Words of Jesus. 

Join Bishop Andrzej from the comfort of your home, 

with a cup of coffee, and use this as an opportunity 

to prepare and nourish your mind, spirit and heart 

throughout the Lenten season.  

Pre-registration is required. 



To register for Coffee with Jesus with Bishop Andrzej, 

please call Suzanne Lynn at 516-744-6850 or email 

westernvicariate@drvc.org. Once you are registered, you 

will be emailed the ZOOM information prior to each 

session of this Lenten series. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please consider a 

bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. You can make a 

contribution to support ongoing operations of the church, 

school or contribute to a particular project.  Your legal 

counsel or accountant can help you refine the bequest 

language to suit your specific wishes for the Church of St. 

Aidan. Thank you. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

‘That Christians inspired by the Word of God may serve 

the poor and suffering.’  Pope Francis  

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable food/ 

personal hygiene items to the parish social ministry office 

or to our new food box which is located near the St. 

Vincent de Paul clothing box.    Please do not leave 

anything in this food box which requires refrigeration or 

any frozen food items. 

TISSUES, VINEGAR, COOKIES, INDIVIDUAL BAGS OF 

SNACKS, COFFEE, APPLE CIDER AND TOOTHBRUSHES  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours are:  

Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00.  Please use the Finamore Parish 

Center entrance (across from the church on Willis 

Avenue).    

 

MOMMAS HOUSE DRIVE & BIRTHRIGHT 

APPEAL 

Mommas House Drive will include Birthright  

April 18 in the Rotunda. 8:30-1:30    

JCDA  Food Drive at the church at the same time for Parish 

Outreach.   

LIST OF NEEDED ITEMS FOR BIRTHRIGHT 

DIAPERS SIZE NEWBORN AND SIZE 4 

BABY BATH SOAP AND LOTION 

INFANT PACIFIER 

INFANT TOYS 

ONESIES GIRLS NEWBORN AND 3-6 MONTHS 

SLEEPERS BOYS NEWBORN TO 9 MONTHS 

SOFT BLANKETS 

OUTFITS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 3 TO 12 MONTHS 

NO..... baby wipes 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SILENT VIGIL ON BEHALF 

OF PREBORN CHILDREN 

THE LONG ISLAND COALITION FOR LIFE is holding a 

GOOD FRIDAY SILENT VIGIL ON BEHALF OF PREBORN 

CHILDREN on APRIL 2, 2021, FROM 10:30AM TO NOON, in 

front of Nassau University Medical Center (2201 

Hempstead Tpke., East Meadow; on the public sidewalk). 

Pro-life women, men and children are needed to take part 

in this peaceful vigil for the protection of life in the womb 

and against abortions committed throughout Long 

Island.  We stand as a reminder that abortion is not 

healthcare. Signs provided (east end of hospital). 

Information: 631-243-1435; info@prolifeLI.org. 

 

VACCINATION APPOINTMENTS 

If you need to make an appointment for a vaccine and need 

help getting an appointment please call Becky Fleming at 

(516) 430-7446 or email beckyvaxhelpny@gmail.com 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI COLUMBIETTES 

Proudly Presents a Mother’s Day Cash Fundraiser for the 

Knights of Columbus.  Tickets are $10.00 each.  For Tickets 

Contact Ruth Ann or Marge (516) 317-6356 (516) 269-



9178.  Drawing at Meeting on Tuesday, 

May 11, 2021.  First prize $200.  Second 

Prize $100 

 

GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS 

GONE "VIRTUAL" 

To support married couples during this 

time of social distancing, Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual 

marriage experiences. Some are on 

weekends and some span multiple weeks 

on a given weekday.  Couples will explore 

their individual personality styles, improve 

listening and communication skills, 

understand God’s plan for their marriage, 

and learn how to keep their relationship a 

priority.  Registration is limited and a $100 

application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call John & Toni 

Torio at 718-344-3700 or visit them 

at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

As we celebrate Palm Sunday, let us be 

open to the love from our spouse and God 

by participating in a virtual Worldwide 

Marriage experience on 

 Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 

Friday/Saturday/Sunday April 23-25 

 

COULD YOU USE SOME EXTRA 

MONEY?  

Each year the Nassau Chapter of the 

Knights of Columbus (K of C) awards 

educational funds.  Applications for these 

funds for the 2021 – 2022 School Year are 

now available.  Applications are open to K 

of C Members who have a child/grandchild 

in one of the following four categories - 

attending a Catholic Elementary School, 

attending a CCD/Religious Education 

Program, entering a Catholic High School 

as a freshman, and entering college as a 

freshman.  Awards are as follows:  

 Catholic Elementary School Grant - two 

$ 250 awards – application deadline 

= May 21st 

 CCD/Religious Education Program 

Grant - two $ 125 awards - application 

deadline = May 21st 



 Catholic High School Scholarship – three awards, one 

$ 1,000 renewable and two $ 500 one-

time scholarships – application deadline = April 16th 

 Young Catholic Scholar Incentive Award - one $ 2,000 

award – application deadline = April 30th 

 Applications and full eligibility requirements are 

available on the Chapter Website 

(www.nassauchapterkofc.org) under the “Scholarship 

Applications” link. 

 

LONG ISLAND CARES ANNUAL PET DRIVE 

The Williston Park Library is again partnering with LI 

Cares/16th Assembly District’s Legislative annual pet 

drive. The drive, which will run during the month of April, 

will help local soup kitchens and food pantries meet the 

needs of struggling families with pets.  The most needed 

items are bags of dry dog and cat food, canned dog and cat 

food, cat box litter, treats, and toys. All food must be 

unopened and in its original packaging.  A donation box 

will be available inside the Library.  Thank you for your 

support. 

 

PASTORAL LETTER.  THE GREAT WEEK – A 

PILGRIMAGE WITH THE LORD IN HOLY 

WEEK.   

This pastoral letter, written in 2020 has been reissued for 

2021.  This Lent, make a pilgrimage in the footsteps of the 

Lord during the last week of His life by attending, or if that 

is not possible, viewing virtually, all the liturgies that take 

place in your local parish during Holy Week, the final week 

of Lent just prior to Easter.  This pastoral letter will 

provide you an overview and explanation of the ‘places’ 

you will visit, the things you will see and the people you 

will meet on your spiritual journey.  To read the letter, 

visit www.thegreatweek.com.  

 

FRIENDS FOR LIFE 

The Diocesan Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics 

are excited to announce that the Roe v. Wade movie will be 

available to the general public as of April 2, 

2021. Archbishop Naumann, Chairman of Prolife Activities 

for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has 

said: “I encourage you to see this film. With some of the 

artistic liberties of the movie industry, the film provides 

insight into the cultural circumstances that resulted in the 

Court decision that led to more than 62 million American 

children killed by abortion over the past 48 years.” We 

agree. And so, through the Office of Human Life, Family 

and Bioethics, you can download the movie to view at a 

special 35% discount from April 5 to April 19. (Before 

April 5, you can pre-order the movie.) Go 

to: www.drvclife.org/movie | read more  

Through a collaboration with the Gianna Center and 

founders of the Students for Life chapter at Stony Brook 

University, we will be promoting a three-part Women’s 

Health webinar series in April.  

 

 



YOUTH GROUP 

Many thanks to the  Youth Group for making 

Easter Baskets for Social Ministry.  

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

 March 28 - Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria 

from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 April 4 – Easter (No Meeting) 

 April 11 - Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria 

from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 April 18 – No Meeting 

 April 25 – No Meeting 

 

2021 LACROSSE REGISTRATION  

Chiefs Boy’s Spring 2021 Travel Lacrosse.  Registration 

Online at: mineolapal.org/2021lax/  

When: Registrations Open Now Online  

Registration Fee: Boy’s Travel $175  

Boy’s can be from: Mineola, Williston Park, East Williston, 

Albertson, Herricks, Searingtown, Carle Place, Westbury, 

Old Westbury, Roslyn Heights, and New Hyde Park.  

Boy’s Grades: 1st, 2nd, 3rd  

PAL supplies Uniform & all the 

Equipment except a Lacrosse 

Stick.  

Boy’s Grades: 4th, 5th, 6th  

PAL supplies Uniform only.  

Players are responsible for 

Lacrosse Helmet, Equipment & 

Stick  

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE  

CHAPTER 11 

Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of 

claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the forms to use 

can be found by clicking on the following link to the 

Diocese’s bankruptcy website and scrolling down the 

page: https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc  

 

 

 















On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

updates and information. 

 

Office Hours:  The Faith Formation 

Office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 

6:30PM.  Please call ahead whenever 

possible.  Thursdays and Fridays are 

by appointment only. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which 

includes children working at home 

under the direction of their parents 

supported by the Faith Formation 

Office plus small Church Gatherings 

where children will come together in 

the church while remaining socially 

distant.  Children must be registered 

to participate.  Children attending 

public schools are expected to 

participate in and complete Religious 

Education classes every school year 

from grade 1 through grade 8.  Please 

contact the Faith Formation Office for 

more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

There are NO classes during Holy 

Week and Easter week.  Classes will 

resume on Thursday, April 15th at 

4:30PM or 5:45PM for Schedule A and 

AB students. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  

Church Gathering homework project 

assignments were due on October 

26th for grade 7 and November 2nd 

for 8th grade students.  The first group 

of CONFIRMATION PACKET PROJECTS 

and MASS REFLECTIONS WERE DUE 

ON JANUARY 15th. .  Please submit all 

overdue assignments as soon as 

possible.  The remaining parts of the 

Confirmation packets are due on April 

15th.  Please note:  The Spirit Night 

Reflection project in the packet is 

cancelled for both grades 7 and 8. 

 

Confirmation Retreats:  

Confirmation retreats are scheduled 

for Sundays, April 11th and April 

18th .  There will be two sessions on 

each retreat day from 9AM to 11AM 

and 12PM to 2PM.  All Confirmation 

candidates are expected to attend one 

of the sessions.  Everyone needs to 

register in advance by emailing 

carmstrong@staidanparish.org or by 

calling the Faith Formation Office at 

x405.  Some sessions are already 

closed.  Updates will be posted on the 

webpage, staidanparish.org/ff and on 

the Faith Formation phone message 

machines x404 and 405. 

 

Attention ALL Parents:  The 

Religious Education school year is 

more than half over.  Please be sure 

that your children are submitting all 

online assessments and re-tests. 

 

Grades 5 and 6 Parents:  Support 

packs are ready for pick-up in the 

Faith Formation Office during regular 

office hours:  Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 6:30PM.  

These materials are seasonal so please 

pick them up as soon as possible. 

 

Grade 4 Parents:  Support packs are  

available in the Faith Formation Office 

during regular office hours for 4th 

grade children who did not attend the 

Grade 4 Church Gathering.  The topic 

addressed is very important so please 

be sure to review the materials with 

your children. 

 

Grade 2 Parents:  Parents whose 

children did not attend last week’s 

Church Gathering need to pick-up the 

support packs provided.  They contain 

very important parent and child 

instructional information on First 

Communion.  Please pick them up as 

soon as possible during Faith 

Formation Office Hours. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which 

provides the Scripture readings for 

Mass.  Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass 

worksheets made available to the 

children at the Family Mass, is 

providing videos and articles about 

how to celebrate the Faith at home in 

the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open 

on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 6:30PM and 

on Thursdays and Fridays by 

appointment only.  Please contact us 

with your questions and concerns.  We 

welcome your phone calls and emails 

during this challenging time.  If you 

have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by 

the office, please call ahead of time. 

 



During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  

The Magnifikids magazines are 

available on a weekly basis along with 

the Children’s Worship Bulletins for 

ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks 

in the main lobby of the Church.  Even 

if you are not yet returning to Mass 

due to pandemic concerns, these 

materials can be used at home.  Take a 

few minutes to stop by the church to 

pick them up for home use.  Please do 

not leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates Palm 

Sunday.  The liturgical color is red.  

Each week we have been focusing on a 

Word, Phrase, or Short Sentence of the 

Week to link the Sunday Gospel to 

Family Life.  This week’s Word of the 

Week is LOVE.  Place the Word of the 

Week on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week. 

Today’s Masses actually have two 

gospels.  The first gospel is proclaimed 

at the procession as the priest and 

ministers process into the church 

carrying palm branches 

commemorating Jesus’ triumphant 

entrance into Jerusalem.  His mighty 

works and teaching caught the 

attention of the people and they 

celebrated His presence; however, 

Jesus was also considered a threat to 

the Jewish leadership.  They would 

later in the week set the stage for 

Jesus’ death.  The Gospel during Mass, 

(Mark 14:1-15:47), is the account of 

the Passion.  St. Mark emphasizes the 

relationships Jesus had with His 

friends.  Jesus desired to spend His last 

earthly hours with them and yet one 

betrayed Him and others fell asleep 

instead of keeping watch with Him.  

We hear about the steps of the 

Crucifixion and relive the cruelty and 

gruesomeness of the various forms of 

torture.  Again, most of His friends 

abandoned Him.  In the end, Jesus dies 

and is taken down from the cross and 

laid in the tomb.   

Palm Sunday ushers in Holy Week, the 

most solemn week in the Church’s 

Liturgical Year.  The events we 

remember and celebrate this week are 

central to what Catholics believe and 

how Catholics worship.  This week is 

meant to be intense but we have an 

advantage that Jesus’ closest friends 

didn’t have which is that we absolutely 

know that the story doesn’t end with 

Jesus in the tomb.  We know and 

understand that there was victory!   

This week gives each of us the 

opportunity to reflect upon just how 

much Jesus loves us.  LOVE was the 

reason for His great sacrifice.  Jesus 

did not want to be royalty.  He wanted 

to serve others by offering His life for 

us.  Children can find listening to the 

Passion very difficult but they are 

growing in an understanding of LOVE.  

They need adults to point their limited 

attention in the right direction, which 

is the cross so they can begin to 

absorb how much Jesus loves them 

and wants them to be His friends.  

Loving others as Jesus calls us to LOVE 

means sacrifice.  LOVE means giving 

ourselves to and for others.  Jesus is 

our model of the suffering servant. 

Don’t let Holy Week go by unobserved.  

Attend some of the Holy Week 

services on Holy Thursday when we 

celebrate Jesus instituting the 

Eucharist and Good Friday when we 

listen to another account of the 

Passion and reverence the cross.  

Observing the sacred days of this week 

will add huge meaning to your family’s 

Easter celebration.  It is worth the 

sacrifice of your time.  LOVE means 

sacrifice! 

Discuss as a family the importance of 

sharing our burdens by helping each 

other.  This is a concrete way to show 

our LOVE.  Encourage children to 

assist with household chores and 

family Easter preparations.  When you 

are coloring Easter eggs, use a wax 

crayon to draw religious symbols on 

your Easter eggs.  Draw crosses, grains 

of wheat on stalks etc. on the eggs.  If a 

family member is artistic carve some 

softened butter into a lamb for Jesus, 

the Lamb of God.  Prepare and donate 

an Easter basket for a child in need.  

Prepare signs for some of your 

windows that say, Jesus is Risen!  

Whatever you do, remind the children 

of all ages in your family that it is all 

about LOVE.   

Try to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation this week if you have 

not already done so during Lent.  

Tomorrow is Reconciliation Monday. 

Wishing all our families a Blessed Holy 

Week! 

 

How could the theme for this Sunday’s 

Readings be anything other than the 

Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ? 

During this final week of Lent, we 

celebrate the very highs and lows of 

Jesus' earthly life. And there are 

several themes, but all of them might 

be summed up in one word: LOVE. 

"For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son that we might have 

life." (John 3:16) We must remember 

that Jesus didn't come into this world 

just to be crucified. Rather, He came to 



show us how much He and the Father 

love us; even enough to die for us.   

In the Processional Reading from the 

Gospel of Mark (11:1-10), we hear the 

story of Jesus sending two disciples off 

to prepare for their final meal 

together, the Passover. Then we learn 

of His triumphant procession into 

Jerusalem where a few days later 

some of these same people will yell 

"Crucify Him!" In this story, we can tell 

that Jesus knows what is just ahead of 

Him, that with each step He comes 

closer to death. Still, He is willing to go 

through with it out of obedience to, 

and love of, His Father and of all 

mankind.   

The First Reading, from the Prophet 

Isaiah (50:4-7), we hear from the 

prophet who, like Jesus, was 

persecuted because the people didn't 

like what he said. Here he is explaining 

how he forged ahead even under 

severe persecution. You might 

consider Isaiah as being an early 

version of Jesus, who was thought by 

his own people to be a prophet.   

 The Responsorial Psalm (22:8-24) 

begins with the words, "My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?" 

These are the same words that Jesus 

cries out from the cross; first because 

He is human and in anguish, but also 

because these words were written 

about Him more than 200 years before 

as a prophesy of God's suffering 

servant, a role that Jesus is now 

fulfilling. The end of this psalm is a 

victory claim in anticipation of the 

victory of the Resurrection.   

 The Second Reading, from the Paul's 

Letter to the Philippians (2:6 — I1), is 

a poetic summary of the role of Jesus 

Christ (the Son of God, coming to 

earth, living and dying out of love for 

His Father and for all mankind) and 

the honor bestowed on Him by the 

Father: that of being called or 

recognized by all as "LORD" and equal 

to God.   

 The Gospel Reading for Palm Sunday 

is a three-part reading from the Gospel 

of Mark (14:1 — 15:47). In it, we hear 

the familiar story of the Last Supper, 

the betrayal of Judas, the arrest and 

suffering of Jesus and finally the 

crucifixion. Not until Easter Sunday do 

we hear the third part of this great 

triune event. So listen carefully! Put 

yourself into the crowd scene. Are you 

one who is yelling, "Crucify Him!" or 

are you one who is quietly standing by 

silently saying, "Oh God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner?"   

 Thus begins the most solemn week of 

our liturgical year. Lent will be over 

soon and the great Day of Easter will 

be here. Will you be able to look back 

and say that your Lenten Journey was 

successful so that you can truly 

partake of the Joy of Easter? It's not 

too late! Begin today! Something to 

think about during your prayer time 

this week!            

 

Today marks the beginning of the 

most solemn, the most important, 

week in our liturgical year. It is Palm 

Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. If 

that sounds like two names, it is. Years 

ago, back before 1970, the season of 

Lent had a slightly different structure 

than it does now. If you take a look at a 

missal from back then, you'll notice 

that there are only four Sundays of 

Lent, followed by Passion Sunday, 

followed by Palm Sunday, and many of 

us still remember back then when 

these two events were not part of the 

same day. And our memories are 

correct. Prior to Vatican II, on Passion 

Sunday we typically heard a Gospel 

reading that had Jesus debating with 

the Jews who accused Him of being in 

league with the devil, roughly the 

same thing they would condemn Him 

for when we read the Passion the 

following week on Palm Sunday as a 

day in itself to initiate Holy Week. And 

at least to me, the incongruity of 

celebrating Passion Sunday without 

the Passion but before Palm Sunday 

never entered into my consciousness. 

 

But on March 21, 1969, as a part of the 

decisions made at Vatican II, the 

Sacred Congregation of Rites 

published the General Norms for the 

Liturgical Year and the Calendar which 

stated that “The Sundays of this 

season are called the First, Second, 

Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 

Lent. The Sixth Sunday, which marks 

the beginning of Holy Week, is called 

Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday).” But 

why was this done? 

 

First, it wasn’t really new. What 

actually happened was that we 

restored our ancient Christian 

practices, not only of this Sunday, but 

of Lent itself, a recovery that was part 

and parcel of many findings of 

liturgical scholarship and ecumenical 

work beginning in the late nineteenth 

century that looked deeply into the 

history and traditions of our Christian 

faith. The three-year Roman Catholic 

Lectionary (OLM, it's abbreviation in 

Latin) and revised liturgical calendar 

that came out of the reforms of 

Vatican II was the first significant 

flowering of recovery of Lent and Holy 

Week that arose from this scholarly 

work. 

 

Along with the publication of OLM by 

the  Roman Catholic Church in 1969 

and the subsequent ecumenical work 

(including both Roman Catholics and 



members of other Christian faiths) on 

the Common Lectionary (1983) and 

the Revised Common Lectionary 

(1992), serious ecumenical work to 

revive the practices of the 

catechumenate were also begun. In 

fact, Rome led the way in installing 

these changes, particularly in the 

Church’s publication of the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

the gist of which is now used by many 

Christian faiths. One of the specific 

results that you may have seen is that 

if you attended any of the scrutiny 

Masses for the candidates entering the 

Church this year at the Easter Vigil, 

you heard the old traditional readings 

(the Sundays of the Samaritan Woman 

at the Well, the Man Born Blind, and 

the raising of Lazarus from the dead) 

rather than the Masses for the third, 

fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent which 

were read at the other Masses. These 

readings change over the three year 

cycle, but the readings for the scrutiny 

Masses never do.  

 

And today 

while this 

Sunday focuses 

on the Passion 

aspect of the 

title – we do 

read the entire 

Passion from 

the Gospel of 

the current 

cycle, Mark, 

this year – we 

include at the 

procession 

preceding the 

Mass (or at 

least some of 

them) the 

reading of Palm 

Sunday and 

Jesus’ 

triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem from the same 

Gospel. And we, too, can wave palm 

fronds to remind us of how Jesus was 

welcomed into Jerusalem. But the 

reality of the succeeding reading of the 

Passion quickly brings us to the 

reason Jesus came into the world. Not 

to be welcomed as a King, but to save 

fickle humanity from our sins. That is 

what we have been preparing for 

during Lent. And by limiting the 

attention paid to the brief moment of 

triumph inherent in Palm Sunday, the 

revised calendar very nicely focuses us 

on what is the center of our faith and 

our salvation. So that rather than 

having Passion Sunday and Palm 

Sunday interrupt our Lenten journey, 

we have returned to our historical 

roots, with a single combined Palm/

Passion Sunday where we hear, 

briefly, Jesus being welcomed with 

hosannas followed by the full story of 

the Passion, so that this single Sunday 

can serve as the bridge between a 

recovered Lent and a more intense 

Holy Week. 

www.cffor.org 

 

Many Churches 

Ease 

Restrictions for 

Holy Week & 

Easter 2021 

  

Easter, 2020, 

found most churches in America 

unconstitutionally closed or restricted 

for in-person worship.  Limiting, or 

outright prohibiting, in-person 

religious services was one of the most 

controversial directives that states 

made in 2020 in an attempt to slow 

the coronavirus pandemic.  Ten states 

prohibited church gatherings 

altogether.  Most states implemented 

guidelines with various levels of 

restrictions, and 15 states allowed 

religious gatherings to continue 

without any limits. 

 

Churchgoers in several of these states 

fought against orders banning 

religious services and, in each case, 



achieved some level of success 

modifying the restrictions.   CA Pastor 

Tim Thompson said, "The whole idea 

of separation of church and state is 

that the state can't run the 

church.  The state can't tell the church 

what to do." (1) 

 

"In the long history of the world, only 

a few generations have been granted 

the role of defending freedom in its 

hour of maximum danger.  I do not 

shrink from this responsibility - I 

welcome it."   President John F. 

Kennedy 

 

As we begin Holy Week, 2021, 

and after many prayerful 

protests and court cases, the 

most onerous restrictions have 

been eased but not altogether 

rescinded.  Each state has 

developed its own form of 

control.  In Maine, Bishop Robert 

Deeley is not satisfied with the 

recently expanded gathering 

limits to 50 people.   He said, "I 

think that not giving more 

latitude to people to be able to 

exercise their Constitutional 

right to worship is harming 

them." (2) 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court has 

struck down restrictions on 

some religious gatherings in 

New York and in California, the 

Court recently granted an appeal 

from a church that challenged 

the states restrictions on church 

services, singing and chanting. 

 

Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote in the 

most recent case:  "Government 

actors have been moving the 

goalposts on pandemic-related 

sacrifices for months, adopting 

new benchmarks that always 

seem to put restoration of liberty just 

around the corner." (3) 

 

Happening Now:  Third-grader Forced 

to Remove "Jesus Loves Me" Mask 

 

"Public schools have a duty to respect 

the free expression of students that 

the First Amendment guarantees to 

them," said Alliance Defending 

Freedom (ADF) attorney in a lawsuit 

defending a Mississippi 9-year-old 

ordered to remove her mask. 

(4)  "Other students within the school 

district have freely worn masks with 

logos of local sports teams or even the 

words 'Black Lives Matter.'  This 

student deserves an equal opportunity 

to peacefully express her beliefs." (5) 

 

(christianheadlines.com, 4/18/20; 

dailycaller.com, 5/12/20(1); 

blaze.com, 4/30/20; wmtw.com, 

2/18/21(2); latimes.com, 3/10/21; 

deseretnews.com, 2/12/21(3); 

nypost.com, 11/5/20 (4)(5); 

lifenews.com, 11/2/20) 

  












