
April 11, 2021 

Believe 
Sunday of Divine Mercy 

He said to Thomas 

‘Do not be 

unbelieving  

but believe’ 



We invite 

everyone to walk 

with Jesus  

and experience 

His healing 

power and love 
 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN 
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing.  
When children are present for school 
Mass the doors will be closed to 
maintain a safe and secure 
environment.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
DAILY MASS 
The Church is open at fifty percent 
capacity.  Catholics are dispensed 
from their obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass.  Daily Mass can be 
viewed on staidanparish.org and on 
Facebook.   
 
BAPTISM 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.   
 
BAPTISM CLASS FOR NEW PARENTS 
The required Baptism class for new 
parents is held the second Sunday of 

each month beginning with the 12:00 
Mass.  Parents are asked to gather at 
St. Joseph’s statue to the right of the 
main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the 
church, screen only, on Saturday from 
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 
5:00 PM.  You can also make a 
confession appointment with a 
priest by calling the rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged 
through the parish. 
 
ANOINTING 
The anointing of the sick takes place 
at 1:00 PM on the 4th Sunday of each 
month.   Please wait for the priest at 
Our Lady’s Shrine.   
 
ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email 
Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  

THE CHURCH OF  

ST. AIDAN 

505 Willis Ave.  

Williston Park  

New York 11596-1727 

 

516-746-6585 

516-746-6055 (Fax)  

www.staidanparish.org 

lynnp@staidanparish.org 

516-404-2746 (After Hours Cell)    
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Rev. Ken Grooms 
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Social Ministry, Director 
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Mr. Pat Perez  ext. 136 

 

Business Manager 
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YOU 

BELIEVE 

IN ME, 

THOMAS, 

BECAUSE 

YOU HAVE 

SEEN ME, 

SAYS THE 

LORD; 

 

BLESSED 

ARE 

THOSE 

WHO 

HAVE NOT 

SEEN ME, 

BUT STILL 

BELIEVE!  

TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN EMAIL 
LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE COVER, 
CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS 
COVERED BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH OF 
ST. AIDAN AT STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON 
FACEBOOK 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 12 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Cosgrove, Manning, Healey & Schnall Families 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Patricia Welsh 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Ronnie Wunder 
  
TUESDAY, APRIL 13 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Patrick Cronin (21st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Philip J. Cavallaro (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Richard Pearles (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Solomon 6:30 AM Michael P. Gaffney (19th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Dorothy Sunshine 
Fr. Ken  5:30 PM Augusto Rodrigues 
  
THURSDAY, APRIL 15 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Ken  6:30 PM Carol Ann White 
Fr. Ken  9:00 PM Bill O’Brien 
Fr. Adrian 5:30 PM Thomas Stalters (Wedding Anniversary  Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, APRIL 16  EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 6:30 AM Paul Patrick Dondiego, Vito William Dondiego  
      & Lv. & Dcd. Mbrs. of the DeVito & Dondiego Families 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Richard Pearles 
Fr. Solomon 5:30 PM Marli Delaney 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17 EASTER WEEKDAY 
Fr. Adrian 9:00 AM Laura Ronan 
Fr. Solomon 5:00 PM  Maria Vella (Birthday Rem.) 
    Ivan  Bubalo 
    Gloria Schilter  
    Stanley Niedzialek 
    Claudio Bona 
Fr. Ken  7:30 PM Parishioners of St.  Aidan 
      
SUNDAY, APRIL 18  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Fr. Ken  7:30 AM Angela Stiuso 
Fr. Solomon 9:00 AM Philip Calvin Amico 
Fr. Adrian 10:30 PM Rosemary Ruffenach   
Fr. Solomon 12:00 PM Mildred Buonomo (Anniversary Rem.) 
    Ernest H. Salter, Jr. 
    Pasko Grgas 
    Richard Ryan 
    Julia & Flamino Pereira (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian 5:00 PM Gloria Villani  
 



Doubt no longer 
Believe 

What’s Pastor Thinking 
The disciples were gathered together 

in the upper room, hiding out. The 

doors were chained and bolted, for 

fear that what had happened to Jesus might also 

happen to His followers. They were all there. All 

except Thomas. So he missed the encounter that 

day with the Risen Lord on that Saturday.  

For Thomas, Saturday was a day to grieve his Lord 

and Savior and friend who had died. It was the day 

that God became silent for him. The day his world 

came to an end.  Who was there now to give God's 

words a human voice? Who now would give sight 

to the blind, hearing to the deaf, healing to the 

diseased, hope to the dispossessed - hope to him? 

Who now could cut through the issues of life and 

help him to see and understand things the way God 

sees them?  Without Jesus, everything was 

confused - he didn't know where to turn.  

Isn't that what it is like for many of us too? The 

world cries out: "Show us your God! Show us your 

Jesus!" And we try to explain, without a lot of 

conviction - "Well… He is here … I mean, we know 

He is here somehow … but we can't see Him … or 

feel Him … or hear Him…." Our voice trails off.  The 

world sneers at us.  “Sounds like maybe God is 

dead !"  That's Saturday - Thomas' Saturday. 

Saturday is the day when we, in the Church, retreat 

behind our locked doors, afraid of the world 

outside, and play "Ain't it Awful," instead of 

offering healing and hope; it is the day when we 

begin to wonder whether we really have anything 

important to say - when we wonder whether 

anyone is even listening anymore, anyway. That is 

Thomas' Saturday experience. It is the Church 

without her Lord. 

But then Thomas decided to come back and visit 

the other disciples. We don't know why - perhaps 

it is because misery loves company. So Thomas 

came back to visit his friends and fellow sufferers - 

but he found them all changed. They were no 

longer fearful. They were no longer despairing. 

Then he found out where Jesus is now.  Where is 

He?  He is here - right here - sitting beside you 

today! Wherever the least one is among us. And 

wherever two or more of us gather to offer one 

another hope and strength and love for His sake.  



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

EDWARD MCCRAIN 

GERARD HYL 

______________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Jonathan Viola 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Margaret Sullivan 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

Catherine & Fred Stolle 

Kimberly, Scott, Scott Jr. & Charlotte 

Strunk 

Charles Procaccini 

Rosalie Szoke, 

Judy Kostovich  

John Sweeney  

Karen Finn Roarty 

Hilda Escobar 

Kimberly Prichett  

Edward Panzella 

Vito Cutrone 

Kevin Dudich 

Corine Capozzi  

Jennie Matteo 

Hildar Escobar 

 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

THIRD WEEK 

REENMARY VARKEY,  

St. Aidan 

DYLAN MALONEY,  

St. William the Abbot, Seaford, NY 

 

CHERIE-ANN DARBY,  

St. Aidan 

VINCENZO PAGANO,  

St. Aidan 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Friday, April 16 at 3:30 PM 

Reenmary Varkey & Dylan Maloney 

 

Sunday, April 18 at 3:00 PM 

Cherie-Ann Darby & Vincenzo Pagano 

STEWARDSHIP 

No Comparison due to COVID last 

year. PALM SUNDAY  

3/28/21 $24,920  

 

EXTRA COLLECTION TODAY & 

GOOD FRIDAY 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  APPEAL  

Parish Goal $140,000.00   

Pledges $67,772   

Donors 228 

Payments $46,680  

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

INCOME TAX   

DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax statement 

for your 2020 Stewardship donations 

to the parish, please call the Rectory 

office at (516) 746-6585 x1 or send 

the form below into the Rectory office 

(505 Willis Avenue, Williston Park, NY   

11596) 

Name  ______________________ 

Telephone #  

_____________________________ 

Address _____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

Envelope Number _______ 

Please indicate: 

I use envelopes ___________ 

I donate online ____________ 



Divine Mercy Novena 

3:00 PM  Church of St. Aidan  

Bishop Andrzej will Preside 

 



ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You 

are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  I love You 

above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into 

my soul.  Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my 

heart.  I embrace You as if 

You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

April 22- Earth Day 

April 25- World Day of 

Prayer for Vocations 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar 

Society will be on Sunday April 11 at 9am. 

This Mass will be offered for  living and 

deceased members of the  Rosary Altar 

Society.   This Mass can also be viewed 

online. 

The Society will meet on Monday evening, 

April 12, 2021 in the church.  The Night of 

Recollection, which was postponed from 

February, will begin with Mass at 

5:30pm.  The Recitation of the Rosary and a 

short business meeting will follow the 

Mass.  At 7pm, Brother Larry from 

Chaminade High School will make a 

presentation on “Mary and St. Luke”.  Holy 

Water bottles in memory of Angela Stiuso 

will be distributed. Please join us in church 

or online.  

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a 

spiritual home? Our “no strings” inquiry is 

open to anyone searching that you may 



know. This is ideal for learning about 

Catholicism and for Catholics who have not yet 

received the Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 

There is no obligation to continue. To set up an 

appointment to speak to someone please call 

the rectory at 516-746-6585 ext. 406. 

 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND 

WORSHIP WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing 

Mass on the first Friday of the month.    

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, April 16th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Our Lady’s shrine at 1:00 PM on Sunday, April 

25th. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 

9:00 AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will 

follow.   

 

HOLY WATER 

If you need Holy Water for your home please 

bring a bottle of regular water to Mass and ask 

the priest to bless it as you leave church.  

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF 

RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden 

after the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday 

of each month for the year 2021.  Dates for  

your diary:  Wednesday April 21, May 19, June 

16,  July 21,  August 18,  September 15, October 

20, November 17,  December 15. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

When preparing your estate plan, please 

consider a bequest to the parish of St. Aidan. 

You can make a contribution to support ongoing 

operations of the church, school or contribute 

to a particular project.  Your legal counsel or 

accountant can help you refine the bequest 



language to suit your specific wishes for 

the Church of St. Aidan. Thank you. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

“That Christians inspired by the Word of 

God May Serve the Poor & Suffering!” – 

Pope Francis. 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal hygiene items 

to the parish social ministry office or to 

our new food box which is located near 

the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.    

Please do not leave anything in this food 

box which requires refrigeration or any 

frozen food items. 

COOKIES, INDIVIDUAL BAGS OF SNACKS, 

BANDAGES AND VANILLA/CHOCOLATE 

PUDDING 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry 

office hours are:  Monday-Friday, 9:00-

3:00.  Please use the Finamore Parish 

Center entrance (across from the church 

on Willis Avenue).    

 

MOMMAS HOUSE & 

BIRTHRIGHT APPEAL 

Mommas House Drive will include 

Birthright  

April 18 in the Rotunda. 8:30-1:30    

JCDA  Food Drive at the church at the 

same time for Parish Outreach.   

LIST OF NEEDED ITEMS FOR 

BIRTHRIGHT 

DIAPERS SIZE NEWBORN AND SIZE 4 

BABY BATH SOAP AND LOTION 

INFANT PACIFIER 

INFANT TOYS 

ONESIES GIRLS NEWBORN AND 3-6 

MONTHS 

SLEEPERS BOYS NEWBORN TO 9 

MONTHS 

SOFT BLANKETS 

OUTFITS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 3 TO 12 

MONTHS 

NO..... baby wipes 

 



J.C.D.A. FOOD DRIVE 

Food drive on April 18, 2021, 8:30 am – 

1:30 pm in front of church.  The following 

items are needed at this time:  COOKIES, 

TISSUES, SPONGES, MAYONNAISE, 

KETCHUP, BREADCRUMBS, OIL, VINEGAR, 

RICE AND COFFEE 

Thank you for helping us support the food 

pantry at St. Aidan’s Church 

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE 

CENTRE  

CHAPTER 11 

Information regarding the deadlines for 

filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s 

chapter 11 case and the forms to use can 

be found by clicking on the following link 

to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and 

scrolling down the page: https://

dm.epiq11.com/drvc  

 

GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER HAS 

GONE "VIRTUAL" 

To support married couples during this 

time of social distancing, Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual 

marriage experiences. Some are on 

weekends and some span multiple weeks 

on a given weekday.  Couples will explore 

their individual personality styles, 

improve listening and communication 

skills, understand God’s plan for their 

marriage, and learn how to keep their 

relationship a priority.  Registration is 

limited and a $100 application fee is required. For 

more information or to apply, call John & Toni Torio at 

718-344-3700 or visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

He is risen! May the joy of Easter be with you. Let 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter help you resurrect the 

romance in your marriage. Sign up today to attend one 

of the upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter experiences: 

 Friday/Saturday/Sunday April 23-25 

 Mondays/Thursdays May 3 24Thursdays/Mondays 

April 8-29 

 

COULD YOU USE SOME EXTRA MONEY?  

Each year the Nassau Chapter of the Knights of 

Columbus (K of C) awards educational 

funds.  Applications for these funds for the 2021 – 2022 

School Year are now available.  Applications are open 

to K of C Members who have a child/grandchild in one 

of the following four categories - attending a Catholic 

Elementary School, attending a CCD/Religious 

Education Program, entering a Catholic High School as 



a freshman, and entering college as a 

freshman.  Awards are as follows:  

 Catholic Elementary School Grant - two 

$250 awards – application deadline 

= May 21st 

 CCD/Religious Education Program 

Grant - two $ 125 awards - application 

deadline = May 21st 

 Catholic High School Scholarship – 

three awards, one $ 1,000 

renewable and two $500 one-

time scholarships – application 

deadline = April 16th 

 Young Catholic Scholar Incentive 

Award - one $ 2,000 award – 

application deadline = April 30th 

 Applications and full eligibility 

requirements are available on the 

Chapter Website 

(www.nassauchapterkofc.org) under 

the “Scholarship Applications” link. 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

COLUMBIETTES 

Proudly Presents a Mother’s Day Cash 

Fundraiser for the Knights of Columbus.  

Tickets are $10.00 each.  For Tickets 

Contact Ruth Ann or Marge (516) 317-

6356 (516) 269-9178.  Drawing at meeting 

on Tuesday, May 11, 2021.  First prize 

$200.  Second Prize $100 

 

VACCINATION APPOINTMENTS 

If you need to make an appointment for a 

vaccine and need help getting an 

appointment please call Becky Fleming at 

(516) 430-7446 or email 

beckyvaxhelpny@gmail.com 

 

LONG ISLAND CARES ANNUAL 

PET DRIVE 

The Williston Park Library is again 

partnering with LI Cares/16th Assembly 

District’s Legislative annual pet drive. The 

drive, which will run during the month of 

April, will help local soup kitchens and food 



pantries meet the needs of struggling families with 

pets.  The most needed items are bags of dry dog and 

cat food, canned dog and cat food, cat box litter, treats, 

and toys. All food must be unopened and in its original 

packaging.  A donation box will be available inside the 

Library.  Thank you for your support. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

 April 11 - Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria from 6:00 PM 

– 8:00 PM  

 May 2 - Meeting @ Luigi’s Pizzeria from 6:00 PM – 

8:00 PM  

 May 9 – Mother’s Day (No Meeting) 









On-going Communication!  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON 

THE PARISH WEBSITE:  

staidanparish.org/ff.  Please visit this 

webpage throughout the year for 

updates and information. 

 

Office Hours:  The Faith Formation 

Office is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, 

and Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 

6:30PM.  Please call ahead whenever 

possible.  Thursdays and Fridays are by 

appointment only. 

 

2020-2021 School Year:  Due to the 

current pandemic, the Faith Formation 

program is a blended program for the 

2020-2021 school year, which includes 

children working at home under the 

direction of their parents supported by 

the Faith Formation Office plus small 

Church Gatherings where children will 

come together in the church while 

remaining socially distant.  Children 

must be registered to participate.  

Children attending public schools are 

expected to participate in and complete 

Religious Education classes every 

school year from grade 1 through grade 

8.  Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office for more information. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  

Classes will resume on Thursday, April 

15th at 4:30PM or 5:45PM for Schedule 

A and AB students. 

 

Reminder for Grades 7 and 8:  Church 

Gathering homework project 

assignments were due on October 26th 

for grade 7 and November 2nd for 8th 

grade students.  The first group of 

CONFIRMATION PACKET PROJECTS 

and MASS REFLECTIONS WERE DUE 

ON JANUARY 15th. .  Please submit all 

overdue assignments as soon as 

possible.  THE SECOND GROUP OF 

CONFIRMATION PROJECTS AND MASS 

REFLECTIONS ARE DUE ON APRIL 

15TH.  Please note:  The Spirit Night 

Reflection project in the packet is 

cancelled for both grades 7 and 8.  Faith 

Formation 7th and 8th grade students 

should be reviewing for the Grade 7 

and Grade 8 Final Exams. 

 

Confirmation Retreats: .  If you 

haven’t already registered your child, 

please do so as soon as possible.  Email 

carmstrong@staidanparish.org or 

calling the Faith Formation Office at 

x405.  Even though there is only one 

date left for the retreat, all attendees 

MUST register in advance. 

 

Attention ALL Parents:  The Religious 

Education school year is almost over.  

Please be sure that your children are 

submitting all online assessments and 

re-tests in order to move forward to the 

next grade level in the fall. 

 

Grade 4 Parents:  Support packs are  

available in the Faith Formation Office 

during regular office hours for 4th 

grade children who did not attend the 

Grade 4 Church Gathering.  The topic 

addressed is very important so please 

be sure to review the materials with 

your children. 

 

Grade 2 Parents:  Parents whose 

children did not attend the Church 

Gathering in March need to pick-up the 

support packs and First Communion 

Banner kits provided.  They contain 

very important parent and child 

instructional information about First 

Communion.  Please contact the Faith 

Formation Office before coming to set 

up a time for your children to attend a 

short make-up session. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google 

usccb.org (United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops) which provides 

the Scripture readings for Mass.  

Catholicmom.com, which ordinarily has 

many of the Mass worksheets made 

available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles 

about how to celebrate the Faith at 

home in the “domestic church.”  

Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative 

articles. 

 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation 

Webpage includes direct contact 

information for each member of the 

Faith Formation Office Team.  During 

this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 

from 1:30 to 6:30PM and on Thursdays 

and Fridays by appointment only.  

Please contact us with your questions 

and concerns.  We welcome your phone 

calls and emails during this challenging 

time.  If you have paperwork to submit, 

there is a Drop Box outside the building 

for your convenience.  If you want to 

stop by the office, please call ahead of 

time. 

 

During this time of transition, the 

Family Mass will continue to provide 

some limited materials each week.  The 

Magnifikids magazines are available on 

a weekly basis along with the Children’s 

Worship Bulletins for ages 3 to 7 and 

ages 7 to 12.  They are located in the 

Children’s Corner racks in the main 

lobby of the Church.  Even if you are not 



yet returning to Mass due to pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used 

at home.  Take a few minutes to stop by 

the church to pick them up for home 

use.  Please do not leave them in the 

church.   

 

Today the church celebrates the Second 

Sunday of Easter.  The liturgical color is 

white   Each week we have been 

focusing on a Word, Phrase, or Short 

Sentence of the Week to link the 

Sunday Gospel to Family Life.  This 

week’s Word of the Week is:  BELIEVE!  

Place the Word of the Week on the 

refrigerator as a reminder during the 

week.   

 

Today’s Gospel,(John 20:19-31), takes 

us to the room where the disciples 

were hiding because they were afraid of 

the Jews.  Jesus appeared to them in the 

locked room.  His first words to them 

was “Peace be with you.”  He began His 

post-Resurrection instruction by telling 

them that they are going to be sent out 

just as He was sent to them.  

Immediately following this, Jesus gave 

His chosen disciples the power to 

forgive sins.  This is the main Scriptural 

reference for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  One of the twelve 

disciples, Thomas, was missing when 

Jesus appeared. When Thomas 

returned and the others told him what 

happened, he didn’t believe them.  It 

was simply too much for him to accept. 

A week later, Jesus came back again 

going right through the locked door.  He 

showed Thomas his wounded hands 

and side.  Of course, Thomas then 

believed that Jesus had not only risen 

from the dead but also that He 

appeared to them in that locked room.  

Thomas was able to believe because 

Jesus proved Himself to Thomas.  The 

ending of this story applies to us.  Jesus 

praises those (like us) who have not 

seen Him but still believe in Him.   

 

None of us should be too hard on 

Thomas.  Believing in what we can’t or 

don’t “see” or understand is difficult.  

The chosen twelve disciples had the 

opportunity to live everyday life with 

Jesus and missed so much of what Jesus 

was trying to teach them.  In the end 

Jesus was taken away from them, 

mocked, tortured, and killed.  Three 

days later, there was an empty tomb 

and evidence that Jesus’ body was not 

stolen.  The twelve disciples, who we 

refer to as the twelve apostles, were 

selected by Jesus to be His first leaders.  

In a short amount of time, Christianity 

would be born.  Jesus’ chosen followers 

wanted to BELIEVE but to BELIEVE is 

only easy when everything is going 

well.  It is in the crises, struggles, and 

fears that the challenges to BELIEVE 

emerge.  The first part of the story 

brings us encouragement because it 

was no accident that Jesus took this 

initial opportunity to empower these 

twelve disciples to forgive sins.  

Forgiveness comes from God’s great 

mercy and enables us to be more solid 

in our ability to BELIEVE in God and His 

Plan in all circumstances. 

God’s great mercy in our sinfulness and 

struggle to BELIEVE is emphasized this 

Sunday, which is also called Divine 

Mercy Sunday.  Divine Mercy Sunday is 

based on the experiences of St. 

Sr.Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun who 

was a mystic.  In her diary of writings, 



she speaks about Jesus’ instruction 

regarding how He longs to shower His 

mercy on all people who would 

BELIEVE and turn to Him.  Pope John 

Paul II canonized Sr. Faustina in 2000. 

 

Children usually think they understand 

what it means to BELIEVE.  Young 

children seem to easily grasp the gift of 

faith, but as they grow, the challenges 

become greater and more frequent.  

Reinforcing and instructing the child-

like faith in younger children can give 

children a solid running start to remain 

firm in their Catholic Faith as they grow 

older.  Working together as a family to 

practice mercy among family members 

is a good way to begin.  Mercy is 

showing compassion and forgiveness to 

someone who we have the power to 

punish.  Look for opportunities to 

practice forgiveness with your children.  

Remember forgiveness doesn’t mean 

that there shouldn’t be logical natural 

consequences.  Practicing mercy means 

bringing God into a difficult situation 

and letting children know that is what 

we are doing.  This provides a model for 

children to follow with siblings and 

eventually with others outside the 

family. Experiencing God’s mercy 

everyday helps us to BELIEVE and it 

gives people of all ages hope and peace.   

 

This week, have younger children make 

pictures showing the Risen Jesus.  Write 

the Word of the Week, BELIEVE on the 

top and the word Mercy at the bottom.  

Hang up the pictures and refer to them 

often during the week, especially when 

squabbles erupt!  If you started to grow 

a plant a few weeks ago, check your 

plant’s progress and use the growth to 

remind the children about the new life 

Risen Jesus gives to all who BELIEVE.  

Keep celebrating Easter by lighting 

your Easter candle on the dinner table.   

Celebrate all the fifty days of Easter!  

Alleluia! 

 

 

The First Epistle of John, often referred 

to as First John and written 1 John, is 

the first of the Johannine epistles of 

the New Testament, and the fourth of 

the catholic epistles. There is no 

scholarly consensus as to the specific 

authorship of any of the Johannine 

works. Early Christian tradition held 

them to be written by John the apostle, 

but this is considered unlikely by later 

scholars. Because of its resemblance to 

the fourth Gospel in style, vocabulary, 

and ideas, this letter and the Gospel are 

generally considered to be products of 

the same school of Johannine 

Christianity, although whether or not 

by the same author is still debated. The 

spirit of the letter closely parallels that 

of the Gospel According to John and the 

terminology and the presence or 

absence of certain theological ideas in 

1 John suggest that it was written after 

the gospel and that it may have been 

composed as a short treatise on ideas 

that were developed more fully in the 

fourth Gospel. Others, however, feel 

that 1 John was written as part of a 

debate on the proper interpretation of 

that Gospel. Whatever its relation to the 

Gospel, 1 John is generally thought to 

have been written in Ephesus and may 

be dated to around the end of the first 

century, likely between 95 and 110 AD. 

 

The purpose of the letter is to combat 

certain false ideas, especially about 

Jesus, and to deepen the spiritual and 

social awareness of the Christian 

community and encourage them in 

remaining faithful to what they 

believed. The structure and language of 

the letter are straightforward but 

somewhat repetitious. The author 

alternates between affirming his 

audience’s choice to persevere in the 

truth and condemning his opponents’ 

decision to become, as he describes 

them, liars, sinners, and consorters 

with the devil.  Hence the repetitions. 

But John is trying to persuade the 

members of a very upset and 

demoralized community that their 

decision to remain faithful to what they 

were taught is correct. To begin, he 

positions himself as having the 

knowledge and authority to preach by 

using an inclusive reference to himself 

several times in the prologue by saying 

we who had seen, heard, and known the 

first eyewitnesses to Jesus, thus 

establishing his credibility. The author 

then illustrates his arguments with 

striking contrasts between light and 

darkness, Christians and the world, and 

truth and error to point out the threats 

to and responsibilities of Christian life. 

The result is not so much a theological 

argument such as St. Paul would 

present, but rather an expression of 

intense religious conviction based on 

basic concepts. The letter is particularly 

important for its clear declaration of 

the dual human and divine nature of 

Christ as an apostolic teaching and for 

its development of the inherent 

relationship between Christian moral 

conduct and Christian doctrine. 

 

The author uses very dramatic 

language in making his case. Here is 

how he describes the heretics who 

refused to acknowledge Jesus as the 

Christ and how his followers are 

correct in rejecting them: 1 Jn 2: 18-23 

“Children, it is the last hour; and just as 

you heard that the antichrist was 

coming, so now many antichrists have 

appeared. Thus we know this is the last 

hour. They went out from us, but they 

were not really of our number; if they 

had been, they would have remained 

with us. Their desertion shows that 

none of them was of our number.  But 



you have the anointing that comes from 

the holy one, and you all have 

knowledge.  I write to you not because 

you do not know the truth but because 

you do, and because every lie is alien to 

the truth. Who is the liar? Whoever 

denies that Jesus is the Christ. Whoever 

denies the Father and the Son, this is 

the antichrist.  No one who denies the 

Son has the Father, but whoever 

confesses the Son has the Father as 

well.” Again he denounces these “false 

prophets” as antichrist and stresses the 

dual nature of Jesus, 1 Jn 4: 2-3 “This is 

how you can know the Spirit of God: 

every spirit that acknowledges Jesus 

Christ come in the flesh belongs to 

God, and every spirit that does not 

acknowledge Jesus does not belong to 

God. This is the spirit of the antichrist 

that, as you heard, is to come, but in fact 

is already in the world.” The author is 

very clear in his denunciation of them 

and he rejects their theological errors 

by an appeal to the reality and 

continuity of the apostolic witness to 

Jesus. The author also affirms that 

authentic Christian love, ethics, and 

faith take place only within the 

historical revelation and sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ which comes down from 

the apostles. The fullness of 

Christian life as fellowship 

with the Father must be 

based on that true belief and 

results in charitable living; 

the knowledge of God and 

love for one another are 

inseparable, 1 Jn 2: 1 - 2 “My 

children, I am writing this to 

you so that you may not 

commit sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous 

one.  He is expiation for our 

sins, and not for our sins only 

but for those of the whole 

world. The way we may be 

sure that we know him is to 

keep his commandments. Whoever 

says, “I know him,” but does not keep 

his commandments is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him. But whoever keeps 

his word, the love of God is truly 

perfected in him. This is the way we 

may know that we are in union with 

him: whoever claims to abide in him 

ought to live [just] as he lived.”  And as 

harsh as he is in dealing with the false 

prophets, he is the epitome of 

gentleness and love as he encourages 

them to remain in God’s love, 1 Jn 3: 1-2 

“See what love the Father has bestowed 

on us that we may be called the 

children of God. Yet so we are. The 

reason the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. Beloved, we 

are God’s children now; what we shall 

be has not yet been revealed. We do 

know that when it is revealed we shall 

be like him, for we shall see him as he 

is.”  And this is how they are to live in 

God’s love and share that love with one 

another, 1 Jn 4: 18 “Children, let us love 

not in word or speech but in deed and 

truth.”  And 4: 7- 11 “Beloved, let us 

love one another, because love is of 

God; everyone who loves is begotten by 

God and knows God. Whoever is 

without love does not know God, for 

God is love. In this way the love of God 

was revealed to us: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might 

have life through him. In this is love: 

not that we have loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as expiation 

for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we also must love one another.” 

 

As we saw in looking at the Gospel of 

John, the author gives us a very 

different insight into Jesus, the God/

man. This twin nature of His is critical 

to our belief. He is the true man who 

suffered, but also the all-powerful God 

Who was always in control of events. 

But even more so, at least as I read both 

the Gospel and this epistle, God, both 

Father and Son, are uniquely described 

by the overwhelming depth of their 

love for us. Notably, only John 

addresses his audience as “children” a 

term used by Jesus only once, but it is in 

the Gospel of John, at the Last Supper in 

speaking to His apostles. Indeed, it is by 

expressing this intimacy that John gives 

us the most succinct definition of God 

and how we can recognize Him, imHim, 

1 Jn 4:8 “Whoever is without love does 

not know God, for God is love.” In so 

doing, he explains it all. 












