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We invite everyone to 

walk with Jesus  

and experience His 

healing power and love 
 
RECTORY OFFICE 516-746-6585 
HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
9:00 AM TO 12:00 PM 
PLEASE WEAR A MASK 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN 
St. Aidan Church is open from 6:00 
AM to 6:00 PM.  Please wear a face 
mask and maintain the proper 
precautions regarding distancing.  
When children are present for school 
Mass the doors will be closed to 
maintain a safe and secure 
environment.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
DAILY MASS 
August 14 / 15 (Our Lady’s Feast) will 
officially end the dispensation and 
restore the Holy Mass obligation in the 
Diocese of Rockville Centre.  Daily Mass 
can be viewed on staidanparish.org and 
on Facebook.   
 
BAPTISM 
If you wish to arrange a baptism, please 
contact the rectory at 516-746-6585.  
Once your request is received you will 
be invited to set the date.  Forms need 
to be completed giving information on 
the parents, child’s date and place of 
birth, as well as the names and religious 
affiliation of the sponsors.  At least one 
sponsor must be a practicing Catholic. 
Baptisms are held on the 1st Sunday 
and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  If you wish 
to hold a private baptism you must 
make arrangements with a priest or 
deacon to perform the baptism service.  
Private baptisms may be held on 
Saturday or Sunday when the church is 

available.  First time parents are 
required to attend a Baptism Class.  
Classes are held in the church on the 
second Sunday of the month after the 
12 Noon Mass.  Crying babies and noisy 
children are welcome.   Parents are 
asked to gather at St. Joseph’s statue to 
the right of the main altar. 
 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the church, 
screen only, on Saturday from 12:30 PM 
to 1:30 PM and 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM.  You can also make a confession 
appointment with a priest by calling the 
rectory office. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory office at least 9 months in 
advance. Pre-Cana and FOCCUS 
registrations must be arranged. 
 
ANOINTING 
The anointing of the sick takes place at 
1:00 PM on the 4th Sunday of each 
month.   Please wait for the priest at 
Our Lady’s Shrine.   
 
ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 
1:00-3:00 PM in the church. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of 
the Parish Bulletin please email Bonnie 
Parente at bparente@verizon.net.  
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TO PLACE A NEWS ITEM IN THE BULLETIN EMAIL 
LYNNP@STAIDANPARISH.ORG 
 
TO PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT ON THE COVER, 
CONTACT THE CHURCH BULLETIN  
631-249-4994. THE COST OF OUR BULLETIN IS COVERED 
BY OUR SPONSORS. 
 
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. AIDAN AT 
STAIDANPARISH.ORG AND ON FACEBOOK 
 
MONDAY, May 31   VISITATION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
     MEMORIAL DAY 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Charles Deverna 
Fr. Ken   9:00 AM Ruth Walsh (Birthday Rem.) 
NO MASS  5:30 PM RECTORY CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY 
  
TUESDAY, JUNE 1   ST. JUSTIN 
Fr. Ken   6:30 AM Eamon Kelly (Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Pauline & Leroy Smith 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Cirina Zappala 
  
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 9 
Fr. Solomon  6:30 AM Carol Ann White 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Marilyn & Noel 
Fr. Ken   5:30 PM Gerald Sauvigne 
  
THURSDAY, JUNE 3  ST. CHARLES LWANGA & COMPANIONS 
Fr. Ken   6:30 AM Eugene Kelly (17th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken   9:00 AM Dcd. Mbrs. of the Oliver & Freeman Family 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Thomas Moschetto, Jr. (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  
FRIDAY, JUNE 4   ORDINARY TIME WEEK 9 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Santo & Crocina Donato 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM John Covino, Sr. 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Sue Fleming 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 5  ST. BONIFACE 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM June O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
Fr. Ken   5:00 PM  June O’Hara (Birthday Rem.) 
     Elaine Kotlowski (2nd Anniversary Rem.) 
     Marie & Eugene Wilson 
     Margret Tockarshewsky 
     Sandra McCaffrey 
     Thomas Engelhardt  
Fr. Adrian  7:30 PM Clifford & Patricia Wilson (Wedding Anniversary)  
      
SUNDAY, JUNE 6   THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
Fr. Adrian  7:30 AM Joseph Macion (12th Anniversary Rem.) 
Fr. Ken   9:00 AM Deceased Rosarians Kathy Donato  
       & Ann Campbell 
Fr. Solomon  10:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Ken   12:00 PM Mario R. Donato 
     James Mazzeo 
     Aldo Recine 
     Margaret Spagnoli 
     Patricia Dunphy     
Fr. Solomon  5:00 PM Maureen Healy La-O (1st Anniversary Rem.) 
  



What’s Pastor Thinking 
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of 

the Most Holy Trinity.  We listen to 

Jesus' final words to the disciples. 

‘Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, until the end of the age.’   

All nations. Every ONE?  All that I have commanded 

you!  How on earth could we be expected to fulfill 

such a tall order? Where would we even start?  

Yet, throughout Scripture we have many stories of 

people called by God who stepped out in faith - to do 

things they didn't ask for and couldn't have 

imagined: Isaiah and Esther, Samuel and Sarah, 

Moses and Mary. Likewise, down through the 

centuries God continues to call people to service 

through His Church.  Think of the many saints we 

have as  models of discipleship  - St. Aidan, St. 

Francis, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, saints known and 

unknown who were empowered by the ‘Spirit of 

Truth’ that Jesus promised He would give.  That 

same Spirit also empowers us to say ‘Here I am. 

Send me,’  in our own time. 

What Jesus sends us out to do is to bring all 

humanity back into a relationship with the One who 

created it.  "Teach them to observe all that I have 

commanded you." And what has He commanded us? 

Remember the young lawyer who asked Jesus what 

he needed to do? Jesus said: ‘Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, mind and soul--this is the first 

and greatest commandment. And the second is like 

unto it: love your neighbor as yourself. Upon these 

two hang all the law and the prophets.’ There it is.  

Imagine a world where everyone put God first and 

loved their neighbors as themselves. Sounds like the 

‘as it is in heaven’ part we pray for every time we 

pray the Lord's Prayer. Sounds like the Kingdom.  

As we celebrate this Trinity Sunday, may we all be 

aware of the power of God working in the world; 

particularly in and through the people of St. Aidan. 

This IS a place where lives are changed - where, 

nourished by word and sacraments, we go out to be 

the Church in the world. A place where the concept 

of the Trinity is no mere intellectual exercise but 

truly a way of expressing our experience of God.    

SEND US OUT, O’ LORD.  SEND US OUT. ALLELUIA.  



WE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED   

MICHAEL JOHN JAKUBOWSKI 

JOHN J. MURPHY 

______________________________ 

WE PRAY FOR  OUR SICK 

Jill Ohl 

Lily O’Rourke 

John Joseph Mulrooney 

Steve Pomticello 

Kay Perro 

Mark Cristello 

Maryann Katkowsky 

Sean Anderson 

Francesca Caccavale 

Judy Kostovick 

Jack Groothuis 

Sharon Devis 

Agnes Chun 

Blaise DeCario Webber 

Virginia Fallon 

Kathleen Donnelly 

Frank Keenan 

Isabella Mueller 

Eileen Fitzgerald 

Richard Arcario 

Janet Stemberger 

Jho Martin 

Mercy Velasco 

Anthony Bosco 

Tony Sigonolsi 

Shirley Aguirre 

Daniel Kozak 

Vittoria Fellin 

Ambrose Donnelly 

Siobhan O'Keeffe 

Christine Adelman 

Alicia Zumbrunn 

Anthony Siconolfi 

Rob Clarkin 

Geraldine Massey 

Ann McGarry 

Dominic Caccavale 

Greg Sasso 

Baby Nolan Shelley  

Noel Mcpartland 

Dana Cavanaugh 

Flavia Marino 

Florence & Paul Simmons 

Mary Mone 

Christine O'Gara 

Juliana Kim 

Rosie Bischoff 

Rebecca Ross 

Michael Horowitz 

Robert Marino 

Helen Burns 

Deanna Tadej 

Grace Marie Devaney  

& Family 

Joseph Nolan 

Dahlina Paul 

Edward Dirrane 

John Hayes 

Margaret Sullivan 

Linda & Michael Hayes 

Nina & Charles Proc Accini  

Maureen Salzano 

Joseph Peter LaBianca 

David Shaffsick 

Charles Procaccini 

Rosalie Szoke 

Judy Kostovich  

John Sweeney  

Karen Finn Roarty 

Hilda Escobar 

Kimberly Prichett  

Edward Panzella 

Kevin Dudich 

Corine Capozzi  

Hildar Escobar 

Vincent Cianciulli 

Michael Proccini, Jr. 

Yovone Forde 

Joan Fleck 

Victoria Fellin 

Catherine (Katie) Ruoff 

Michael Crusello 

Jean Lopardo 

Ralph & Julie Sepulveda 

Loretta O’Brien 

Barbara Filazzola 

Barbara Seixas 

Maureen Gilstedt 

Joe A. Ferguson 

 

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL 

In Loving Memory of  

MAUREEN HEALY LA-O 

Requested by  

Dan La-O 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

05/15&16/21 958 

05/22&23/21 1,017 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Go to staidanparish.org.   

Click DONATE. 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

No Comparison due to COVID.  

05/23/21 $20,362 

 

NO EXTRA COLLECTION 

TODAY 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

APPEAL  

Parish Goal $140,000.00   

Pledges $92,282 

Donors 318   

Payments $70,486 

 

 

 

In your hands,  
O Lord, 
we humbly entrust  
our brothers and sisters. 
In this life  
you embraced them  
with your tender love; 
deliver them now  
from every evil 
and bid them  
eternal rest.  





WELCOME TO ST. AIDAN 

As society reopens in the wake of the COVID-19 crisis and 

its lockdowns, it is now time to welcome EVERYONE back 

to in–person church.  While we will continue our 

livestream service, the Diocese of Rockville Centre will 

officially restore the obligation to attend Mass on the 

weekend of August 14 & 15, the Feast of the Assumption.   

For Catholics, Mass and prayer are essential to everyday 

life.  And church provides for us the single most important 

ingredient missing from our lives for more than a year: 

JOY. The joy in following Jesus, the joy of praying together. 

the joy of community, the joy of the Sacraments, the joy of 

being surrounded with friends and loved ones, the joy of 

laughter. So I warmly welcome you all back to church. 

More information will follow in the next few weeks. 

Like St. Paul on the road to Damascus, we are finally on 

the road to DE-MASK-US.                

   Fr. Adrian 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be 

separated from You. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

May 31  Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed  

  Virgin Mary 

May 31   Memorial Day 

June 6   Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and  

  Blood of Christ 

June 11  World Day of Prayer for Consecration of 

  Priests 

June 16-18  USCCB General Assembly 

June 20  Father’s Day 

June 20  World Refugee Day 

June 22- 29  Religious Freedom Week 

June 27  Peter’s Pence Collection 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Friday, June 4th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Meet at Our Lady’s Shrine at 1:00 PM on Sunday, June 

27th. 



CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND 

WORSHIP WITH BLD GROUP 

Every Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing 

Mass on the first Friday of the month.    

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

“That Christians inspired by the Word of God 

May Serve the Poor & Suffering!” – Pope Francis. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Memorial 

Day Weekend! 

FOOD PANTRY: Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Parish 

Social Ministry office or to our new food box 

which is located near the St. Vincent de Paul 

clothing box.    Please do not leave anything in 

this food box which requires refrigeration or 

any frozen food items. 

DETERGENT, DISHWASHING LIQUID, SPONGES, 

TUNA FISH, OIL, MUSTARD AND INDIVIDUAL 

SNACKS 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our office will be closed in 

observance of Memorial Day, May 31st.  The 

Parish Social Ministry office hours are:  Monday-

Friday, 9:00-3:00 pm. 

 

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF 

RELIGION  

The rosary will be said in the St. Francis Garden 

after the 5:30PM Mass on the third Wednesday 

of each month for the year 2021.  Dates for  your 

diary:  Wednesday June 16, July 21,  August 18,  

September 15, October 20, November 17,  

December 15. 

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 

9:00 AM Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate 

Conception of the Virgin Mary.  Rosary will 

follow. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING? 

Do you know someone searching for a spiritual 

home? Our “no strings” inquiry is open to 

anyone searching that you may know. This is 

ideal for learning about Catholicism and for 

Catholics who have not yet received the 

Eucharist and/or Confirmation. There is no 

obligation to continue. To set up an appointment 



to speak to someone please call the rectory at 516-746-

6585 ext. 406. 

 

ST. AIDAN’S PRE- CANA PROGRAM 

St. Aidan’s Pre-Cana consists of a Welcome Mass, a Pre-

Workshop Zoom call and a one- day in person workshop 

that is held on Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The 

program concludes after the 5:00 pm Mass.  The fee for 

our Pre-Cana workshop is $85.00 payable on the day of 

the class.  Pre-Cana Workbooks will be sent to you prior to 

the workshop.  During COVID – Masks must be worn to the 

session.  Kindly bring your own lunch and snacks.  Bottled 

water will be provided.  The moderator is Deacon Rudy 

Martin :  Cell (917) 952-6521.  Email: 

Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org. 

 Pre-Cana Workshop – FALL 2021 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 – Welcome Mass – 12:00 

PM.  Meet in Church – Front Pews will be reserved 

 Wednesday, September 15, 2021 - 7:30 PM – 9:15 

PM   (ZOOM Call).  Introduction of participants and to 

the Workshop. ZOOM info to follow. 

 Saturday, September 25, 2021   8:30 AM – 5:00 

PM  (Kirwin Hall) and 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM   (Closing 

Mass & Graduation in Church) 

To find other available Pre-Cana classes, or if you cannot 

make any available workshops or to register for Marriage 

Preparation and FOCCUS, please contact the Diocese of 

Rockville Centre at 678-5800 ext.223.  You may also 

register at www.drvc-faith.org. In the left column click on 

“Marriage."  Scroll down to find Marriage Preparation and 

FOCCUS on line registration. The cost is about $325.00 

dollars for both.   Please feel free to contact Deacon Rudy 

Martin if you have any questions. 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  

To support married couples during this time of social 

distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring 

virtual marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and 

are seven sessions on weekdays from 7:00pm to 

9:30pm.   Couples will explore their individual personality 

styles, improve listening and communication skills, 

understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how 

to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 

limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 

information or to apply, call Chuck & Maria Reiss at 631-

486-8607 or visit them at https://wwmenyli.org/. 

“Brothers and sisters, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage 

one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and the 



God of love and peace will be with you.” Invite God into 

your marriage on the next English Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter experience on Thursdays/Mondays Jun 3-24  

& Thursdays/Mondays Jul 8-29 

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION ONLINE 

Catholic Marriage Prep.com is the online solution for 

those looking for a solid sacramental preparation during 

and after Covid-19. We have been mentoring engaged 

couples online, one-on-one, for over 15 years, in English, 

Spanish and French. We can help you provide a deep 

sacramental and human marriage preparation to your 

couples.   

We all know the future of the Church is at stake if couples 

cannot receive the sacrament of Matrimony. 

Easy Steps will help you get started with Catholic 

Marriage Prep.com. It is pretty simple. 

Step 1)  Couples contact us and register online. We 

connect them with an instructor couple to lead them on 

this journey.  

Step 2)  Parish priests will receive a certificate from the 

instructors when the couples complete the program.   

Email or call us for more information on how to get your 

parish set up to connect your parishioners with Catholic 

Marriage Prep.com.   

 

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE  

CHAPTER 11 

Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of 

claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the forms to 

use can be found by clicking on the following link to the 

Diocese’s bankruptcy website and scrolling down the 

page: https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc  

 

THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF 

AMITYVILLE CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT 

This year marks the 20th Anniversary of our Beauty of the 

Spirit Luncheon (BOSL). As we have all been living in a 

time of great uncertainty and stress, we thought it most 

appropriate to bring you a message of hope and healing.  

Our 2021 BOSL virtual event will focus on the mind-body-

spirit connection. Sisters, Associates and friends will 

share inter-active segments on tai chi, artful journaling, 

and other holistic healings with you.  Please join us 

virtually on Friday, June 25, 2021 as we gather together, 

uplift each other and renew ourselves in body, mind and 

spirit! 



Please consider supporting our 

efforts by purchasing one or more of 

the following: 

An event ticket for $40, which 

includes one entry into our door 

prize raffle Sweepstakes Raffle 

tickets. Tickets are $10 each, or 6 for 

$50. Extra tickets are available 

on our website or by contacting the 

Advancement Office at 631-842-

6000 ext. 246 

As many Congregations across the 

country were forced to close their 

buildings and work to find new ways 

to worship and conduct their 

ministries in the face of COVID-19, 

we know the need to enhance our 

digital and technological capacities to 

provide worship and other programs 

remotely.  Proceeds from the 

luncheon will assist enhancing 

internet services, video conferencing 

subscriptions, as well as investing in 

desktop and laptop computers, 

tablets, and smartphones to 

strengthen the creation and delivery 

of streaming worship, workshops, 

and other gatherings. We hope to 

continue presenting online 

gatherings or a combination of 

physical and online opportunities 

that will strengthen our offerings for 

years to come. 

As always, thank you for your 

continued support of the 

Congregation. We hope you will join 

us on June 25th!  The Sisters of St. 

Dominic | 555 Albany Avenue, 

Amityville, NY 11701  |  (631) 842-

6000 

 advancement@amityop.org 

 

CHIEFS FOOTBALL 

REGISTRATION 

Chiefs PAL Football has upgraded its 

website so that online registration for 

the Fall 2021 Season is available at 

www.mineolapal.org.  The sign up is 

for flag (5 and 6 year olds) and for 



tackle (7’s, 8’s, 9’s, 10’s, 11’s & 12’s).  The registration fee 

for tackle is $195 and for flag is $60.  For those unable to 

register online, please email mcavallaro@arcxs.com or 

text or call 516-848-4248 so arrangements can be made 

to register.      

 

ESTATE PLANNING       

Please consider continuing your lifelong stewardship by 

leaving a bequest to our Parish.  A gift to us in your Will or 

Trust affirms your everlasting commitment to the Parish’s 

life and works.  You can instruct your attorney to use this 

wording: I hereby give, devise and bequeath to St. Aidan 

Parish, with offices at 505 Willis Ave., Williston Park, New 

York 11596-1727, the sum of $>>>  to be used for its most 

urgent needs. 

As an alternative, you can make a gift of what remains in 

your estate or living trust after all other bequests and 

expenses have been paid:  I hereby give, devise and 

bequeath to St. Aidan Parish, with offices at 505 Willis Ave., 

Williston Park, New York 11596-1727, all the rest, residue 

and remainder of my estate (trust) to be used for its most 

urgent needs. 

 

YOUTH GROUP 2021 SCHEDULE 

 May 30 – No Meeting 

 June 6 – Meeting from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM location 

TBD 

 June 13 - @ Luigi’s Pizzeria from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

 June 20 – Father’s Day (No Meeting) 











ST. AIDAN’S 

“JUST WE TWO” 
 

St. Aidan School will host a weekly “Just We 

Two” program for children between the ages of 

two and three years accompanied by his/her 

parent or caregiver.  The program will introduce 

your child to the idea of a school setting in a 

preschool classroom and allows bonding time for 

you and your child in a fun environment.  There 

will be an age appropriate craft, free play, snack 

time (provided by parent for their own child), 

story and simple songs and finger plays.  Please 

note, adults will be required to wear a mask.   

 

September 2021 Session:  

Limited Space Available 

Meets:     Tuesdays       

  11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

  Or Thursdays     

  9:00 AM-10:30 AM  

  or 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 

Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same - 

Please only register for 1 day 

 

Begins:  Tuesday, September 21 – December 14 

    Thursday, September 16– December 16 

Cost:       $160.00 

Location:  St. Aidan Convent 16 Pembroke Street  

 

If interested, mail 

completed form 

and payment to 

Saint Aidan School 

525 Willis Avenue 

Williston Park, NY 

11596  

attn: Just We Two.   

If you have any questions, call us at  

516-746-6585 ext 202  

or email dvitale5547@staidanschool.org. 

 

Just We Two Program 

September 2021 Registration Sheet 

 

Please indicate 1st and 2nd choice 

Tuesday  _____ 11:30 AM-1:00 PM   

Thursday  _____ 9:00-10:30 AM   

Thursday  _____ 11:30 AM-1:00 PM      

(Tuesday and Thursday activities are the same) 

 

Child’s Name_______________________________ 

Child’s Date of Birth:________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names_____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________   

___________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

Cell: _______________________________________ 

Person Attending Class with Child: 

___________________________________________ 

Relationship: _______________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

                                                      



On-going Communication:  FAITH 

FORMATION HAS ITS OWN PAGE ON THE 

PARISH WEBSITE:  staidanparish.org/ff.  

Please visit this webpage throughout the 

year for updates and information. 

 

Office Hours:  The Faith Formation Office is 

open on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 1:30PM to 6:30PM.  

Please call ahead whenever possible.  

Thursdays and Fridays are by appointment 

only. 

 

2021 2022 School Year:.  We are currently 

reviewing program options and registration 

procedures for the upcoming school year.  

Information will be sent to parents prior to 

registration regarding the structure of the 

religious education program.  Registration 

will take place in mid-June.  If you know any 

Catholic families who will be having 

children entering grade 1 in September 

2021, please tell them to contact the Faith 

Formation Office so they will be included in 

all correspondence regarding the new 

school year.  Children are expected to 

participate in the parish Religious 

Education program from grade 1 through 

grade 8.  The sacrament of Confirmation is 

ordinarily administered to our young 

people in the Fall of grade 9. 

 

Multisensory Religious Education:  If you 

are interested in finding out more about 

how you can help us continue to reach out 

to children who need our help or if you 

think your child would benefit from such a 

program, please contact the Director at 

(516)746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org. We are in great 

need of more help. 

 

Reminders for Grades 7 and 8: The first 

group of CONFIRMATION PACKET 

PROJECTS and MASS REFLECTIONS WERE 

DUE ON JANUARY 15th. .  THE SECOND 

HALF OF THE PACKET PROJECTS AND 

MASS REFLECTIONS WERE DUE ON APRIL 

15th .  Please submit all overdue 

assignments as soon as possible.  Please 

note:  The Spirit Night Reflection project in 

the packet was cancelled for both grades 7 

and 8.   

 

Confirmation Retreats:  Confirmation 

candidates who were unable to attend any 

of the recent Confirmation retreats were 

emailed the link to the diocesan online 

Confirmation retreat.  Reflection questions 

were to be completed and submitted in 

hard copy form to the Faith Formation 

Office by May 10th.  Please be sure any 

outstanding Confirmation retreat work is 

submitted as soon as possible. 

 

Grade 4 Parents:  Support packs are still 

available in the Faith Formation Office 

during regular office hours for 4th grade 

children who did not attend the Grade 4 

Church Gathering.  The topic addressed is 

very important so please be sure to review 

the materials with your children. 

 

Helpful Websites:  During this time of 

pandemic precautions, the following 

websites may be helpful.  Google usccb.org 

(United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops) which provides the Scripture 

readings for Mass.  Catholicmom.com, which 

ordinarily has many of the Mass worksheets 

made available to the children at the Family 

Mass, is providing videos and articles about 

how to celebrate the Faith at home in the 

“domestic church.”  Loyolapress.com and 

religion.sadlierconnect.com have some 

family activities and informative articles. 



 

Contact Us:  The Faith Formation Webpage 

includes direct contact information for each 

member of the Faith Formation Office Team.  

During this time of phasing into a more 

“normal” schedule, the office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 

1:30 to 6:30PM and on Thursdays and 

Fridays by appointment only.  Please 

contact us with your questions and 

concerns.  We welcome your phone calls 

and emails during this challenging time.  If 

you have paperwork to submit, there is a 

Drop Box outside the building for your 

convenience.  If you want to stop by the 

office, please call ahead of time. 

 

 

During this time of transition, the Family 

Mass will continue to provide some limited 

materials each week.  The Magnifikids 

magazines are available on a weekly basis 

along with the Children’s Worship Bulletins 

for ages 3 to 7 and ages 7 to 12.  They are 

located in the Children’s Corner racks in the 

main lobby of the church.  Even if you are 

not yet returning to Mass due to pandemic 

concerns, these materials can be used at 

home.  Take a few minutes to stop by the 

church to pick them up for use at home.  

Please do not leave them in the church.   

Today the church celebrates the Solemnity 

of the Most Holy Trinity.  The liturgical color 

is white.  Each week we have been focusing 

on a Word, Phrase, or Short Sentence of the 

Week to help link the Sunday Gospel to 

Family life.  This week’s Phrase of the Week 

are the words of the Sign of the Cross:  IN 

THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE 

SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  Place the 

Phrase of the Week on the refrigerator as a 

reminder during the week.  Use it as 

additional opportunities to practice the Sign 

of the Cross with younger children. 

In today’s Gospel, (Matthew 28:16-20) Jesus 

approaches His disciples, who  

were gathered on a mountain.  The gospel 

writer points out that although the disciples 

did worship Jesus, they doubted.  Even 

though they were doubtful, Jesus gives them 

very specific instructions to go out and 

spread His message, making disciples 

among all people.  So, the disciples were 

really being “ordered” to preach, teach, and 

baptize.  Interestingly, Jesus’ command, 

often referred to as the Great Commission, 

includes all people, not just the Jews of 

Jesus’ time.  When they baptize, Jesus again 

being very specific, instructs them to 

baptize IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 

AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT.   

The three persons in one God, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit also called the Blessed 

Trinity, is a basic belief within Christianity.  

Although volumes have been written about 

the Three Persons in One God, at some 

point, we find ourselves embracing the 

Blessed Trinity by faith since we can neither 

explain nor understand the fullness of the 

Trinity.  What we do know is that the work 

of the Trinity is continuously alive among 

the People of God.  Every time of prayer and 

worship in the Catholic Church begins and 

ends with the acknowledgement of the 

Three Persons in the Blessed Trinity when 

we make the Sign of the Cross and say the 

words of that prayer. 

As we learned on Pentecost Sunday last 

week, understanding the Holy Spirit is 

probably more challenging for all of us than 

understanding God the Father or God the 

Son (Jesus).  We associate Creator and 

loving parent with God the Father and 

clearly understand the caring role of God as 



the master designer of every aspect of His 

creation.  Learning about the life of Jesus, 

God the Son, our Savior, Redeemer, Friend, 

and Model is easier to grasp with our own 

humanness.  The action of the Holy Spirit is 

more abstract to comprehend but we can 

see and experience the Gifts and Fruits of 

the Holy Spirit at work among the People of 

God.  Together, our triune God ministers to 

all our needs and calls us to seek the 

fullness of God’s Kingdom, only tasted in 

this life but fulfilled in the life to come.  

Throughout all of history, God reaches out 

to us! 

There are popular images used to help 

children grasp the Blessed Trinity, the most 

popular being the Shamrock or 3 leaf clover 

of Ireland that St. Patrick used, an 

equilateral triangle, and in these times of 

graphic organizers, a vend diagram.  All of 

these images show both equality and 

individuality, which are exactly the 

attributes of the Blessed Trinity, equal, 

distinct, while being one. 

This week, even though St. Patrick’s Day has 

passed, make some shamrock pictures and 

label the leaves Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Write the word One on the stem.  Do the 

same by making equilateral triangles.  For 

younger children, place equal amounts of 

water in three glasses that are exactly the 

same.  Explain that, like the same water in 

three different glasses, God is three Persons 

who are all the same.  Slowly pour the water 

from one cup into the bowl saying, God the 

Father.  Then pour the water from the 

second glass saying God the Son.  Finally 

pour the water from the third cup saying 

God the Holy Spirit.  All the water together 

in the one bowl represents the one God.  

Practice the Sign of the Cross with the 

children and use it often.  Remind them of 

the Blessed Trinity each time you practice.  

Using a doll, practice baptizing and speak to 

them about how Jesus wants us to spread 

the Good News of God’s love.  This is how 

we can be His disciples.  Have a family 

conversation about if each family member 

had time to tell someone who did not know 

Jesus only one thing about him, what would 

they say about Jesus?  This exercise can be a 

real “eye-opener!” 

Have fun growing closer to the Blessed 

Trinity and bringing the whole family a new 

awareness of the Holy Trinity’s presence in 

everyday life.  IN THE NAME OF THE 

FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE 

HOLY SPIRIT. 

 

Today the Church celebrates the great Feast 

of the Most Holy Trinity, more commonly 

known as Holy Trinity Sunday. Because of 

this special feast day we will, as we have in 

the past, use this space to talk about the 

Trinity rather than the individual readings. 

In this way, I believe you will get a much 

better understanding of the central theme.   

The Holy Trinity is the most complex, yet 

profound concept within all Catholic Church 

teaching. If you don't fully understand the 

Trinity, don't be overly concerned because 

no one fully understands it. It is a great and 

wonderful mystery. Great because it 

embodies the very triune nature of God and 

Wonderful because it permits God to be 

who He is, that which is above and beyond 

all creation. Can you think of anything that 

is greater than God?   

Throughout Lent and the Easter Season we 

heard much about the Father sending His 

Son, Jesus to earth to teach mankind how to 

live and then to be the sacrificial offering to 

atone for our sins. On Pentecost Sunday 

(last week) we heard about the Holy Spirit 

and His role in directing and guiding the 

Church, the People of God toward salvation. 

These three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit are collectively called the Trinity. 

However, they are all within the One True 

God. This is why it is a mystery — not a 

"murder mystery" but rather, something 

that is so mystical that it is beyond our 

understanding. We mere mortals can only 

“see” it from the human point of view and 

not from the divine; and that is probably a 

good thing. Would you really want to 

understand everything about God? Perhaps 

we will someday.   

In the Readings at Mass for the Feast of the 

Trinity, we honor all three Persons (or 

Natures) of God. From the Book of Exodus 

we hear of the Father giving "the Law," the 

Ten Commandments, to Moses. In the Books 

of Wisdom and Proverbs, we read where 

the "Spirit of Wisdom," who is usually 

considered to be the Holy Spirit, is with the 

Father at the event of the creation of the 

world. From the Book of Daniel, the 

Responsorial Psalm gives praise to the 

Father for His creation, which brought forth 

the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. Finally, in the 

Second Reading and the Gospel, we again 

have all three divine Persons represented. 

So, where do you and I fit into this?   

WE are the reason that all creation by the 

Father, the life, death and resurrection of 

the Son, plus the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

came to be. WE are the only part of creation 

that was made to respond to God and His 

love in a voluntary manner. Are you 

responding? This great feast day and this 

mystery should not be passed over without 

some prayerful thought given to your 

relationship to the Trinity. Is this subject of 

interest and meaningful to you? Will you 

spend some time this week meditating on, 

or discussing the mystery of the Holy 

Trinity with your family or friends? 

Something to think about during your 

prayer time this week!        

 

 

Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday, which 

has long been observed on the first Sunday 

after Pentecost, making it the Sunday on 

which we return to Ordinary Time. Today’s 

vestments are white, as they have been for 

much of the Easter season, which 

represents the solemnity of the day and 

season, but we will soon be seeing a lot of 

green, the color of hope.  

 

The Blessed Trinity is the mystery of the 

central doctrine of our Christian faith. It is a 

mystery because like the other great 

monotheistic faiths, Judaism and Islam, we 

believe that there is only one true God, 

which is what distinguished us in the past 

from the pantheistic gods worshipped by 

much of the world. Indeed, to some extent, 

that is still true. Think of those who worship 

power or money for example. But our One 

God has revealed to us that there are Three 



Persons in this One God, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. So, as in the words of 

the Athanasian Creed: "the Father is God, 

the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, 

and yet there are not three Gods but one 

God." In this Trinity of Persons, the Son is 

eternally begotten of the Father, and the 

Holy Spirit proceeds by an eternal 

procession from the Father and the Son. Yet, 

the Persons are co-eternal and co-equal: 

they are all uncreated and omnipotent and 

have always been in existence and always 

will be. As explained by Origen's pupil, 

Gregory Thaumaturgus, in his Ekthesis tes 

pisteos composed between 260 and 270, 

“There is therefore nothing created, nothing 

subject to another in the Trinity: nor is 

there anything that has been added as 

though it once had not existed, but had 

entered afterwards: therefore the Father 

has never been without the Son, nor the Son 

without the Spirit: and this same Trinity is 

immutable and unalterable forever.” 

 

This revelation regarding God's nature was 

critical to the fuller understanding of the 

nature of God which Jesus gave to the world. 

He taught us that God is love, and while the 

Old Testament clearly shows how God loved 

the chosen people, the New Testament 

dramatically expands this. Gone is the 

sometimes jealous and stern God of a single 

chosen race revealed previously. Jesus 

showed us that God’s love is far more 

expansive and much more forgiving. In fact, 

God is the most complete Love, eternally 

self-giving and forgiving. 

 

Obviously, a dogma as difficult to 

comprehend as this made it subject to a 

great deal of controversy. Among the 

earliest schisms in the Church was the 

concept of Arianism, named for a presbyter 

named Arius, which held that the Son of God 

was not co-eternal with God the Father and 

is distinct from the Father and therefore 

subordinate to Him. False teachings such as 

this contributed to the refinement of 

doctrine and were part of the reason for 

documents such as that quoted above. 

Recall how Jesus promised that the third 

member of this Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 

would guide the Church after Jesus returned 

to the Father. That promise has been 

faithfully delivered. It is how the early 

Church fathers could respond to heresies 

such as Arianism, and why we believe in the 

revealed Holy Trinity even if we cannot fully 

comprehend it. As the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church says, "The mystery of the 

Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of 

Christian faith and life. It is the mystery of 

God in himself. It is therefore the source of 

all the other mysteries of faith, the light that 

enlightens them. It is the most fundamental 

and essential teaching in the 'hierarchy of 

the truths of faith'. The whole history of 

salvation is identical with the history of the 

way and the means by which the one true 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, reveals 

himself to men 'and reconciles and unites 

with himself those who turn away from 

sin'." 

 

Perhaps one way to view this mystery of 

Three Persons in One God is to think of 

what God is – Love. And love cannot be 

without a Person to love. Hence, God the 

Father and God the Son. And God the Holy 

Spirit is the essence of that Love binding 

God’s Three Persons together in One God.  

 

Or you can think of the perhaps apocryphal 

story of St. Patrick holding up a shamrock to 

describe just that. Whichever explanation 

you want, always hold fast to the core belief 

in the Holy Trinity which we celebrate 

today. 
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Catholic Bishops and 

Other Faith Leaders 

Urge Stopping 

the Misguided 

"Equality Act" 

  

The USCCB (US 

Conference of Catholic Bishops) and other 

faith leaders are once again urging people to 

contact their U.S. Senators via social media, 

email, or by phone as they prepare to vote 

on the misguided "Equality Act."  The House 

of Representatives passed this well-

intentioned but ultimately harmful 

legislation that "discriminates against 

people of faith, threatens unborn life, and 

undermines the common good" (1) on 

February 25, 2021 and it can be voted on by 

the Senate at any time now. 

  

Minority Christian leaders have proposed 

an alternative to this Act called the Fairness 

for All Act, which they say would protect 

religious liberties as well as preserve the 

rights of the LGBT community.  "Black and 

Brown Christians worked too hard for the 

Civil Rights Act to have it revised in ways 

that would take away basic rights and 

funding from our communities.  The 

Equality Act needlessly pits the concerns of 

diverse communities against each 

other." (2) 

(usccb.org/equality act(1); 1.cbn.com, 

3/18/21(2); christianpost.com, 5/16/19; 

deseret.com, 3/4/21) 

Be Silent No More! 

Call: U.S. Capital Switchboard at 202-224-

3121 to be connected to any Representative 

or Senator's office.  Email: Find Senator's 

email at www.senate.gov; Find 

Representative's email at www.house.gov. 








