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WELCOME TO ST. AIDAN 
Our parish is a vibrant and active Catholic 
community located in Nassau County, Long 
Island, New York. We are a Roman Catholic 
parish in the Diocese of Rockville Centre serving 
the communities of Williston Park, East 
Williston, Albertson, and parts of Mineola, 
Roslyn Heights, and Searingtown. 
 
ST. AIDAN BULLETIN 
The bulletin is published on Wednesday 
morning.  Items for publishing should be 
emailed to staidanbulletin@gmail.com.  
 
BULLETIN ADVERTISEMENTS 
To place an advertisement on the cover contact 
‘church bulletin,’ the publishing company, 631-
249-4994.  The cost of our bulletin is covered 
by our sponsors who advertise on the cover.  
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the parish family of the Church of St Aidan, 
strengthened by the Eucharist and encouraged 
by the Word of God, welcome all, for we 
encourage that everyone is a child of God and 
no one should be excluded.  Guided by the Holy 
Spirit through prayer, we strive as one to build 
the Body of Christ.  We commit ourselves to 
nurturing lifelong faith formation, fostering lay 
leadership, promoting social justice, engaging 
our youth in every aspect of parish life, and 
offering care and compassionate service to all.  
We invite everyone to walk with Jesus and 
experience His healing power and love. 
 
PARISH GROWTH 2024 
Coordinate the Eucharistic Revival 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN 6 AM TO 6 PM 
Daily Mass can be viewed on staidanparish.org, 
Facebook and Vimeo.  The faithful are required 
to attend Sunday and Holy Days of Obligation 
Masses. This obligation does not apply to those 
who are ill, those who are confined to their 
home, a hospital, or nursing facility, or those 
with serious underlying health conditions. For 
the safety of all, the church doors will be closed 
when school children attend services during the 
week. 

 
MEETINGS AT ST. AIDAN  
Contact the Rectory for more information.  
 
PARKING AT ST. AIDAN 
The number of parking spaces is limited at St. 
Aidan.  The parking lot at the rear of the Upper 
School and the one on Dover Street are 
available on weekends and when school is 
closed.  The Lower School has an area that is 
designated a children’s play area.  People with 
disabilities may park in the three reserved 
parking spaces in front of the rectory on Willis 
Ave.  This special area is needed for church 
access by people who use wheelchairs and 
specially-equipped vehicles.  Thank you for 
being parking considerate. 
 
BAPTISM 
To arrange a baptism contact the rectory office.  
Forms need to be completed giving information 
on the parents, child’s date and place of birth, 
as well as the names and religious affiliation of 
the sponsors.  At least one sponsor must be a 
practicing Catholic.  Baptisms are held on the 
1st Sunday and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  To hold 
a private baptism you must make 
arrangements with a priest or deacon to 
perform the baptism.  Private baptisms are held 
on Saturday or Sunday when the church is 
available.  First time parents are required to 
attend a Baptism Class.  Classes are held in the 
church on the second Sunday of the month 
after the 12 PM Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the right of the 
altar. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 1:00-3:00 
PM in the church. 
 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
Holy Communion unites us more closely to 
Jesus, and it is also a sign that we are living in 
communion with His Church, following the 
teachings that Jesus has handed down to us.  If 
you know of someone homebound who would 
like to receive Communion from a Eucharistic 
Minister, please contact the Rectory. 

 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the church, screen 
only, on Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make an 
appointment with a priest by calling the rectory 
office. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Anointing of the sick takes place at 1:00 PM on 
the 4th Sunday of each month.  Please wait for 
the priest at Our Lady’s Shrine. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the Rectory 
office at least 9 months in advance. Pre-Cana 
and FOCCUS registrations must be arranged.  
Pre-Cana at St. Aidan consists of a ONE DAY 
SATURDAY COURSE.  The moderator is Deacon 
Rudy Martin.  Email: 
Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org.   
Information on the Pre-Cana Course offered by 
the Diocese of Rockville Center can be found at 
www.drvc-faith.org or call 678-5800 ext. 223. 
 
SCAM LIKELY  
If you receive an email or text from Fr. Adrian 
or any other member of St. Aidan staff 
requesting gift cards or donations, delete it 
immediately and block the caller’s number or 
email.  It is not from St. Aidan Church or School. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of the Parish 
Bulletin please email Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
PLANNED GIFTS FOR YOUR PARISH  
Consider your Christian responsibility to be a 
wise steward of the gifts God has given you. 
How will your gifts (assets) be passed on to 
those you love and care for when you die? 
Planning now will help those we love live 
peacefully in the future. Call Barbara Kilarjian at 
the Diocese of Rockville Centre at 516-678-
5800 ext. 257 to find out how you can pass on 
your love to your family. 
 
 



LIVESTREAM DAILY MASS 
WEBSITE STAIDANPARISH.ORG  

VIMEO  ST. AIDAN, WILLISTON PARK  

FACEBOOK CHURCH OF SAINT AIDAN WILLISTON PARK  
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 29  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 4 
Fr. Jacob  6:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Francis  9:00 AM Reynaldo Borja (B’day Rem.) 
Fr. Francis  5:30 PM Rose O’Toole 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 4 
Fr. Jacob  6:30 AM Anne M. Previdi 
Fr. Jacob  9:00 AM Frances Musco 
Fr. Francis  5:30 PM Sean Burke (B’day Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31  ST. JOHN BOSCO 
Fr. Francis  6:30 AM Petronia Rimkus (B’day Rem.) 
Fr. Jacob  9:00 AM Louise & Steven DiBiasi 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Stephen Marrone 
       6 – 9 PM SCHOOL CHORAL CONCERT 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 01  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 4  
Fr. Jacob  6:30 AM Elizabeth Kempton 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Nicholas S. Amico (B’day Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Steven Prahl (7th Anniv. Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 02  THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Jose Angel Carire 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM SCHOOL ATTENDING 
     Ewa Polakowski 
   1 – 3 PM ADORATION   
Fr. Francis  5:30 PM Celia Maria Guerrero Arboleda 
Fr. Jacob  8:00 PM HEALING MASS   
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 03  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 4 
Fr. Jacob  9:00 AM ST. BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS 
     Mr. & Mrs. Rohan 
Fr. Adrian  5:00 PM 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION MASS 
     Anne Tully (5th Anniv. Rem.) 
     Patricia Frischmann (Rem.) 
     Josephine Ruppe (Anniv. Rem.) 
     Paul Kane 
     Derek Maguire 
     Gonzalo Daulo (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
     Isabella Rivera 
     Lucille Coco 
     Craig Hauser (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
Fr. Francis         7:30 PM Eileen Fitzgerald 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 04  ORDINARY TIME WEEK 5   
Fr. Francis  7:30 AM Ellwood R. Jansen, Jr. 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM OCIA DISMISSAL 
     Deceased Rosarians Lillian T. Welsh  
       & Marie Michel 
Fr. Adrian  10:30 AM BOY SCOUTS ATTENDING 
     Edwin & Catherine Olson (Anniv. Rem.) 
Fr. Jacob  12:00 PM Steven Daniel Clancy (29th B’day Rem.) 
     The Machado Family 
     Josephine Silvaggio (B’day Rem.) 
     Eileen Fitzgerald 
     Charles Stanton 
     Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Jacob         5:00 PM Therese & Ralph Sposato 

      
      

505 WILLIS. AVE 

WILLISTON PARK  NY 11596 

516-746-6585  Rectory 

516-404-2746  After Hours  

516-746-6055  Fax 

 

www.staidanparish.org 

Rectory@staidanparish.org 

Staidanbulletin@gmail.com 

 

Rectory Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

9 AM to 12 PM   1 PM to 4 PM 

Saturday & Sunday  

9 AM to 12 PM    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Fr. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Fr. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Fr. Jacob Quansah Kyei  

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  
Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 
ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal  Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

Monday—Wednesday 2-7 PM 

Thursday appointment.   

Closed Friday 

ext. 404, 405    
Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Business Manager  ext. 107 
Mr. Thomas Flynn  

 

Facilities Manager ext. 136 
Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Music Director  ext. 130  
Mr. Drago Bubalo   

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   
Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 



Just a month ago we celebrated the 

birth of Jesus in Bethlehem on 

Christmas Day.  Most families had 

figures of Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus in the 

manger in their homes.  These are not just 

Christmas decorations.  They invite us to reflect on 

the Mystery of the Incarnation, on the good news 

that God sent his Son, born of Mary, into our world, 

to save the world and to teach us how God wants 

us to live.  However baby Jesus did not stay a 

baby.  He grew up in Nazareth, he learned from 

Mary and Joseph, and then went into the world to 

follow God’s plan, what we call his mission.  A very 

important part of his mission after he became an 

adult involved teaching others to about the 

Kingdom of God.  His life and lessons, recorded in 

the Four Gospels, are meant for us to follow.  In 

today’s Gospel we are told ‘the people were 

astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as 

one having authority and not as the scribes.’   

Think of some of the great teachers you 

encountered in life—some you met in classrooms, 

others at the right moment in your story.  We 

thank God for good teachers, and we also thank 

God for the wonderful schools we have in this area.  

In particular we are thankful for our own Catholic 

School at St. Aidan.  During this week, Catholic 

Schools Week, we will reflect on this year’s theme -

 UNITED IN FAITH AND COMMUNITY.  That is 

what the Catholic education endeavor is all 

about—FAITH and COMMUNITY.  The St. Aidan 

School theme for this year is  LET YOUR LIGHT 

SHINE.  St. Aidan school has shone a great light in 

this community, as has its graduates, for 74 years. 

We thank God for Catholic education and all the 

good it does.  Our school is a place of care, a place 

of relationship, a place of learning, a place of 

service and transformation.  Let’s continue to work 

together – principals, teachers, staff, parents, 

students, volunteers, supporters, parishioners and 

priests – to become united, stronger, brighter, 

better, smarter, kinder, more prayerful, faith filled, 

holier people, always eager to do God’s will, to do 

good, to love our Catholic Church and to love God 

and one another as Jesus taught us. HAVE A 

BLESSED CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK! 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED 

BARBARA W. KOLSEN 

ADELE FISH 

DOMINICK V.  

PRISCO 

_______________________________ 

 

THOSE WHO ASKED US TO 

PRAY FOR THEM INCLUDE 

Fearghal McHugh 

Fran Lesser 

Lisa Sorgi  

Alex Grinacoff 

Mason Guadagno 

Colleen Cassidy 

Dianne Karl  

Cindy Albini 

Sr. Mary Ann Ambrose 

Jinny Gallagher 

Joshua Lowenthal 

Mafalda Leddy  

Joseph & Diane LaBianca  

Colleen Edwards 

Rolanda John 

Jean Lopardo 

Gloria Maughn 

Betty Gaffney  

Christine Hogg 

Rosa Barroca  

Doreen Downes 

Tecky Johnides 

Irene McCann 

Sharon Leonard 

Ryan Latronica  

Matthew Huhn 

John Sweeney  

Frank Sbeglia  

Bryan O’Malley  

Maria Cortez 

Michael Kenny   

Thomas Murphy 

Francesco LoGrande   

Kay Perro 

Claire Monteleone 

Maurice Morriarity  

 

To add or remove a name, 

please call the rectory 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

01/22/23     $24,932 

01/21/24     $21,434 

 

ATTENDANCE 

01/20/21/2024—1,461 

 

EXTRA ENVELOPES 

ST. AIDAN SCHOOL 

CHURCH IN NEED 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

Goal $180,400    

Pledges $124,792   

Donors 355 

Payments $124,545 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING BELLS 

FEBRUARY 17, 2024 

1:00 PM 

Janine Marie Miller 

St. Aidan 

Michael Joseph Dileo 

St. Rocco 

  

MARCH 16, 2024 

1:00 PM 

Erica Marie Margan 

St. Aidan 

Jordan David Gelburd 

 

MARCH 16, 2024 

3:00 PM 

Erin Elizabeth Arsenault 

St. Aidan 

Trevor William Baldwin 

Church of Nativity 

 

 

If a parishioner 

is getting 

married in 

another parish 

and would like 

their wedding 

listed here, 

please call the 

rectory office. 

 

 

ALTAR SERVERS  
1/27 ORDINARY TIME 4 

5:00 J & G Cosgrove 

 A Cosgrove 

7:30 Friedrich 

 C Cooke 

 A Cifelli 

1/28 ORDINARY TIME 4 

7:30 A Godwin 

 P Dorrian 

 A Dominguez 

9:00 R & L Suero 

 F Carhuayo 

10:30 M & T Molloy 

 T Fortunato 

12:00 C Campbell 

 J Wenzel 

 L Abrusci 

5:00 J Watkins 

 J DiMarzo 

 H O’Sullivan 

2/03 ORDINARY TIME 5 

5:00 D & L Tiernan 

 W Walker 

7:30 J Whalen 

 Kolasny 

 Lane 

2/04 ORDINARY TIME 5 

7:30 G C & J Pizzardi 

9:00 R DiMaio 

 N Fernando 

 L Herr 

10:30 A. Dowdell,  

 T. Fortunato 

 S Alexander 

12:00 L Abrusci 

 C Reti 

 C Campbell 

5:00 R & M Walls 

 J Mahmood 

FEBRUARY 14TH 
MASSES 

6:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

5:30 PM 

PRAYER SERVICE  

                  3:30 PM 



PRAYER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

Dearest St. Agnes, our courageous patron,  
although you were only a child,  

you believed that Jesus was always with you;  
help us to remember that He is also with us,  

and to remain true to His presence. 
 

You refused to give up your faith;  
help us to be proud of our faith,  

to love it, to be strong in it,  
and to give witness to it daily. 

 
Patron saint of the youth,  

watch over the young people of this parish  
and those of the whole world;  

keep them safe from harm,  
be with them in their hour of need,  

and pray for them always. 
 

St. Agnes, Pray for Us. Amen. 
 

(Feast Day January 21st)   
 

WELCOME CONFIRMATION 
CANDIDATES  

 
Today we pray for all our Confirmation Candidates 
who are attending Mass with their parent and 
guardians.  At Mass we hope you feel the love and 
support of the St. Aidan Community.  We are very 
happy for you as you prepare for your Confirmation 
and we wish you well!  We need the encouragement of 
others if we are to remain on our faith journey.   
 

7TH GRADE ARE ATTENDING MASS ON: 
SUNDAY 01/21/24 at 9 AM 

OR 
SATURDAY 01/27/24 at 5 PM. 

 
At this Mass we ask you to present a summary of a 
conversation you had with your CONFIRMATION 
SPONSOR.  It’s really beneficial to get to know your 
Sponsor’s faith story.  Make a summary of this 
conversation and place it in an envelope with your 
name on it and bring to the Mass on 1/21 or 1/27.    
 

8TH GRADE ARE ATTENDING MASS ON: 
SUNDAY 01/28/24 at 9 AM  
Catholic Schools Week Mass 

OR 
SATURDAY 02/03/24 at 5 PM. 

 
At this Mass we ask you to present three things:  
 THE CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION FORM  
 THE FORM SIGNED BY YOUR CONFIRMATION 

SPONSOR   
 A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE LIFE OF THE SAINT 

YOU HAVE CHOSEN  
Place the three items in an envelope with your name 
on it and bring it to Mass on 1/28 or 2/03.  Take time 
to become acquainted with your chosen saint 
throughout the Confirmation process.  Ask your saint 
for guidance and protection every day.  Consider the 
saints to be your lifelong friend! 
 
Once again I thank you and your family for making a 
special effort to come along to these Masses. I 
appreciate that some family members are not frequent 
Mass attenders and may feel somewhat uncomfortable 
in coming along.  To any person who feels this way I 
say this: You are welcome to our parish Mass. If you 
haven't been with us often, you are doubly welcome.  
And your presence will be a powerful statement of 
support to your family member who is making their 
Confirmation.    
     Fr. Adrian 



FIRST RECONCILIATION  

On Saturday February 3rd & 10th children will receive the 

sacrament of reconciliation for the first time.  We will greet 

you when you arrive in church for 11:00 AM or 1:30 PM. 

Simply choose a seat, kneel and pray, do the examination of 

conscience, then we will guide your child into the 

confessional. After confession return to your seat and pray 

your penance.  Your child will be presented with the act of 

contrition prayer.  During class they will have learned 

everything about the sacrament but children can be a bit 

nervous on the day.  Parents, please talk to them about this 

great sacrament and thank you for accompanying your 

family in their faith journey.  This Guide to Confession for 

Children might help. 

 

GUIDE TO CONFESSION FOR CHILDREN 

Before going to confession,  do an Examination of 

Conscience   

Pray: Come Holy Spirit; help me to know my sins, confess 

them to the priest, and to be truly sorry for them.  Amen   

Think about the bad choices you made.  Think about the 10 

commandments and anytime you disobeyed them.  

 Did I lie to my parents? My teachers? My friends?  

 Did I take anything that didn´t belong to me?  

 Did I say mean things to my mom or dad?  

 Did I do what my mom and dad told me to do?  

 Did I do my chores?  

 Did I fight with my brothers or sisters or friends?  

 Did I call someone bad names?  

 Did I hit someone when I got mad?  

 Am I hard to get along with?  

 Have I blamed other people for something I did?  

 Did I get other people into trouble?  

 Have I said “I’m sorry” after being mean to someone, or 

disobeying my parents?  

 Have I cheated or been unfair in games?  

 Did I cheat in school?  

 Did I complain about doing my homework?  

 

RECONCILIATION STEPS   

 The priest welcomes you and prays the Sign of the 

Cross with you. Then you say: “Bless me Father for I 

have sinned. This is my first Confession and these are 

my sins…”  

 Confess your sins. The priest may talk to you to help 

you.  

 The priest gives you a penance. This can be prayers to 

say or good deeds to do. Remember your penance so 

you can do it.  

 Pray the Act of Contrition  

 The Priest absolves you ”in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  

 The priest will dismiss you by saying, “Go in peace.” 

You can say “Thank you Father.”  

 

CHURCH IN NEED COLLECTION 

On January 28, 2024 a collection will be taken for “The 

Church in Need.” The monies collected at this time will be 

shared among three areas of the world where there is 

particular need for help: 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH 

The reception of blessed ashes on Ash Wednesday by the 

Catholic faithful is the beginning of the season of Lent.  At 

St. Aidan ashes will be distributed at the end of Mass on 

Ash Wednesday, February 14th, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 12:00 

PM and 5:30 PM.  Ashes will also be distributed at a Prayer 

Services at 3:30 PM.   

 

10:30 FAMILY MASS 
A Sunday Mass at St. Aidan for families 

with children  

JANUARY 28 – 

Who is Jesus Christ?  Some of the miracles that Jesus 

performed were curing the sick, expelling evil spirits and 

forgiving sins.  Jesus is always with us and loves us no 

matter what! 



ST. AIDAN’S BETHANY RETREAT: OUR THEME THIS 

YEAR IS, “THIS IS MY BODY.” 

Yes, Jesus is alive in the Blessed Sacrament, he is alive in 

the host that we receive every time we receive communion. 

Come to Bethany (a Retreat given by parishioners for 

parishioners.) Come and relax with your fellow 

parishioners as Jesus did in Bethany with his friends, while 

being opened up to new ideas about the Eucharist. Save the 

date, Friday evening March 8th and Saturday March 9th. 

Registration will begin in February . 

 

COME AND SEE 

You are invited to a book discussion on Our One Great Act 

of Fidelity, Waiting for Christ in the Eucharist, By Ronald 

Rolheiser.  The meetings will be held on Tuesdays at 10 AM 

and 7 PM in the convent building on Pembroke St, Williston 

Park.  The book is available on Amazon for about $10.  In 

preparation, please read the Preface and Part One.  The full 

schedule will be given out at the first meeting.  If you are 

planning on coming, please fill our your contact 

information and return the form to the rectory office. Hope 

to see you soon. Jane Gelderman 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number _________________Cell Phone______________ 

 

JOSEPH BARRY COLUMBIETTES 2024 SUPER BOWL 

POOL 

Boxes are now available in our annual Super Bowl Pool.  

This year’s game will take place on February 11, 2024 in 

Paradise, NV.  Each box costs $20.  The winners of the 1st 

and 3rd quarter will each receive $125; The Halftime 

winner will receive $250; and the Final score winner will 

receive $500.  No knowledge of football is required.  The 

assigned scores for each box are randomly picked before 

the game.  The winners are determined based on the score 

of each team at the end of each quarter.  Email JosephBarry 

Columbiettes @gmail.com for more information or to 

purchase a box.  When emailing, please provide your name, 

your telephone number, your preferred email address and 

the box number(s) that you would like to select.  Boxes are 

sold on a first come, first served basis based on receipt of 

payment.  Prizes are based on the sale of all 100 boxes.  

Proceeds from this and other Columbiettes fundraisers go 

toward assisting charities including our local parishes, 

veterans’ organizations, food pantries and other worthy 

causes in our community. 

 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY NEWS 

Every year, during the 

Christmas season, members of 

the Holy Name Society drop off 

Thank You cards to those 

homeowners displaying a 

Nativity scene on their 

property. It is our way of 

thanking them on behalf of 

Father Adrian and the 

Society’s membership for 

maintaining a public display of 

the season’s true meaning. 

This year we distributed 

nearly 300 cards within our 

parish boundaries. If we 

missed you this year, our 

apologies. The Thank You 

cards are imprinted on one 

side with one of three images 

of a winning poster submitted 

in our annual “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” contest in 2022. 

The reverse side of the card 

expresses our thanks for your 

Nativity display. Once again 

thank you and we encourage 

all parishioners to display a 

Nativity scene, or Cre che, on 

their front lawn or window 

during the 2024 Christmas 

Season! 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS POETRY 

AND ESSAY CONTEST 2024 

Themes: “God’s love and kindness will shine upon us like 

the sun that rises in the sky.” Or “How does my love shine 

for others?”  Essay: not to exceed 500 words.  Poetry: not to 

exceed 8 lines.  Division 1: 4th and 5th grades.  Division 2: 

6th, 7th and 8th grades.  Name, address, telephone number, 

school and grade on BACK OF ENTRY ONLY.  1st place $50.  

2nd Place $30.  3rd Place $20.   DUE DATE:  February 1, 

2024.  Return entries to:  Ann Marie Flynn, Court St. Aidan 

1577, 9 Astor Pl., Williston Park, NY 11596.  Phone: 516-

873-6818. 



 

JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  

Thank you all for your very generous donations to our 

active military collection.  Next months events: 

 2/11 Meeting with Bagel Breakfast in Convent 

(9:00AM) 

 2/11 Momma’s House & Birthright Collection (9:30AM-

1:00PM in St. Francis Garden)  

 2/15 Ronald McDonald House baking event; contact 

Mrs Syers to volunteer. 

 

THE ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be 

celebrated on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024.  This Mass will be in 

memory of deceased Rosarian, Lillian Welch and Marie 

Michel.  

Our monthly meeting will be held on Monday, Feb 5, 2024 

at 7pm in Msgr Kirwin Hall.   Dennis Bligen  will speak 

about Organ Donations.  The doors will open at 6:45pm.  All 

women are encouraged to join us at this meeting and 

consider becoming a member of the Rosary Altar Society. 

 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 

Please join the parish on the First Saturday devotion to the 

Blessed Mother. Prayers will begin at 8:45am followed by 

Mass and the recitation of the Rosary.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

First and Third Fridays of the month 1:00-3:00 PM in the 

church.  February 2 & 16. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Anointing of the sick takes place at 1:00 PM on the 4th 

Sunday of each month.  Please wait for the priest at Our 

Lady’s Shrine.  January 28, February 25. 

 

FRIDAY CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

Join us every Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing 

Mass first Friday of the month.  February 2, March 1.            

 

THE HOLY ROSARY. 

The Rosary is said immediately after the 6:30 and 9 o’clock 

Masses daily.  Please join to honor Mary, our mother.  

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary to follow. 

 

INVITATION TO JOIN 

The Sisters of Charity served in St. Aidan’s parish for many 

years. Their charism of charity touches many of us. I am 

part of a group that meets monthly to pray, socialize and 

learn about the start of the Sisters of Charity as well as 

their history. We pray with each other as well as some of 

the Sisters. We meet on Sunday afternoons in the convent. 

If you feel that you too share that charism of charity where 

you live and work or have an interest in learning more, 

please call or send an email to Ann 

Masters amasters1966@gmail.com 

 

THE UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS & MARY PRAYER 

GROUP 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and consecration to 

Jesus and Mary.  For more information, please contact 

Tecky at (516) 655-9755.  The next gathering is Thursday, 

March 28, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the church on the last 

Thursday of the month. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS COURT 

#1577 

New members are always welcome! We meet at 7:30pm in 

Monsignor Kirwin Hall. Email cdastaidan.1577 

@gmail.com with any questions! Tuesday, February 13th,  

Tuesday, March 12th,  Tuesday, April 9th,  Tuesday, May 

14th ,  Tuesday, June 11th 

 

LEGION OF MARY CAUSE OF OUR JOY PRAESIDIUM 

Meetings in the Convent Ivory Room every Wednesday 

throughout the year at 7pm or call Lisa at 516.857.7664 for 

details on getting connected via zoom. All are welcome.  

Can’t make weekly meetings? Become an auxiliary member. 

Call Ellen at 516.567.9816 for details. 

Home Visitation Program of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 

Our Lady of Fatima. The Legion of Mary will bring the 

Pilgrim Statue to your home if you call Joe at 917.576.6589. 

Wouldn’t you like to have her statue in your home?  Do you 

know a home bound person who would appreciate a visit 

or call? Contact Eileen at 516.816.9504 to schedule a 

convenient time. Follow us online at staidanlom.com 

 

HGL INTERCESSORY PRAYER COMMUNITY  

HGL Intercessory Prayer Community meets at 7pm on 

Monday in the Convent yellow room.  All are welcome to 

journey with us into a deeper relationship with Jesus, 

interceding for our Church, our clergy, our families and our 

nation.  Learn more about us at HISGLOBALOVE.org. 

 



ADULT CONFIRMATION 

An adult Confirmation class will begin in late January 2024 

for Adult Catholics (18+) who have not been confirmed and 

would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Adult 

Confirmation will be celebrated on Pentecost Sunday, 

which this year is May 19th.  Please contact the Faith 

Formation Office at 516-746-6585 x406 

or esmith@staidanparish.org. 

 

ARE YOU SEARCHING?  

Are you searching for a faith to follow?  Do you know 

someone who may be interested in learning more about 

what the Catholic Church believes and teaches?  Were you 

baptized as an infant but not raised in the faith or raised in 

another Christian faith?  Whatever your situation, 

wherever you are in your faith journey, OCIA (formally 

RCIA) is here for YOU.  OCIA stands for Order of Christian 

Initiation for Adults.  It is a process by which adults can 

inquire about the Catholic Church.  There is never any 

pressure put on any inquirer to become a Catholic.  If an 

inquirer or seeker decides to move closer toward becoming 

a Catholic, he/she receives instruction in a small setting 

guided by a team of dedicated parishioners.  The inquirer 

decides if he/she wants to move forward one step at a time.  

The whole parish family supports this process through 

prayer and witness.  Those who choose to become Catholic 

are welcomed into the Church through the reception of the 

Sacraments of Initiation:  Baptism, Confirmation, and 

Eucharist.  If you would like to learn more, please call 516-

746-6585 x406 or email esmith@staidanparish.org. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

‘That Christians inspired by the Word of God May Serve the 

Poor & Suffering!” – Pope Francis. 

 Food items needed:    LAUNDRY DETERGENT, 

DISHWASHING LIQUID, PAPER TOWELS, CANS OF 

SOUP, APPLE JUICE,  DECAF COFFEE/REGULAR 

COFFEE, BABY WIPES, DEODORANT, TOOTHBRUSHES, 

ZIP LOCK BAGS AND SPONGES.  Please bring all non-

perishable food/ personal hygiene items to the Parish 

Social Ministry office or to our new food box which is 

located near the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.    

Please do not leave anything in the food box which 

requires refrigeration or any frozen food items. 

 Blood Drive – Our winter blood drive took place last 

Sunday and we collected 61 pints of blood which will 

help save over 100 lives.  Thank you to all who were 

able to donate their blood, especially because we are in 

an emergency state right now.   

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Our Prayer Shawl 

Ministry meets the second and fourth Monday of each 

month at 9:45 am in the Dorothy Day room of the 

Finamore Center to knit or crochet prayer shawls or 

lap blankets for our sick and homebound parishioners.    

If you know of someone who could benefit from 

receiving one of these blessed shawls, please contact 

our office.   New members are always welcome.  You 

need not know how to knit or crochet.  We have 

talented parishioners who can teach you.  The meeting 

for January will take place on Monday, January 22nd.  .     

Please use the side entrance to the upper school 

building located on Dover Street (the entrance is across 

the street from the Bishop’s office. If you have any 

question please call Parish Social Ministry 746-6585, 

ext. 410.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours are 

Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 pm.   

 

WINTER COAT AND JACKET COLLECTION 

Spread the warmth. It is that time again.  We are collecting 

new and gently used coats for men, women, and children.  

Please donate a coat or a jacket to help the soup kitchen. 

There is a ‘WINTER COAT DRIVE’ box on Dover Street, 

beside the Social Ministry entrance, near the St. Vincent de 

Paul Box.  If you have any questions, please call Tecky at 

(516) 655-9755. Coats and jackets will be collected until 

March. 

 

FRANCISCAN CHARITIES THANK YOU 

On behalf of Franciscan Charities, I am sincerely grateful to 

you and the parishioners of the Parish of Saint Aidan for 

supporting the Amazon Baby Registry. Nine hundred and 

fifty dollars worth of gifts were donated by the 

parishioners. These gifts assisted expectant mothers in 

immediate need of basic necessities for their newborns. 

Once again, please accept Franciscan Charities’ deepest 

gratitude for your generous support of those in most need. 

Sincerely, Maureen Kennedy, Franciscan Charities Baby 

Registry Coordinator, franciscancharitiesinc.org 

 

ST. AIDAN RESPECT LIFE GROUP  

If you are in any way unfamiliar with the Respect Life/Pro 

Life message, or just want to show support, please stop by 

and join a meeting of The RESPECT LIFE GROUP. We will 

have our next meeting on Wednesday, February 7th, in the 

Piano Room of the Convent.  Our group operates under the 

Diocesan Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics.  This 

office enunciates and promotes the principle that human 



life, at all stages from conception to natural death, is a gift 

from God, worthy of respect and protection. This ministry 

encompasses prayer, education, advocacy, and care & 

services. More information about the office can be found at 

the Diocesan web site at www.drvclife.org. The group is 

meeting with the purpose of promoting pro-life activities 

through prayer, educational opportunities, and raising 

funds for pro-life efforts and new mothers.  Please contact 

Anne Marie Egan if you are interested in joining.  

elamjoe@aol.com   516-873-8320. 

 

CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK (CFN)  

The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) will continue our 

immense Telethon tradition this year! This exciting event 

will commence on Saturday, February 24th from 2 PM and 

continue through Monday, February 26th at 8:30 AM. 

Guaranteed to be the most engaging telethon to date, the 

entertainment will continue with many surprise guests 

along with our on-air family that you have come to know. 

Please join the excitement and consider pledging! The 

process is easy, you can pledge securely online by visiting 

www.CFNtv.org or by scanning the QR Code below, using a 

smartphone or any smart device. We know we can continue 

to count on you, as we always have! CFN is available 

throughout the Tri-State Area on Optimum, channel 

29/137; Verizon FiOS TV channel 296; Spectrum, channel 

162/471. Additionally, you can tune in nationwide on the 

following streaming services – Amazon Fire TV, Samsung 

Smart TV, Roku, Android TV, and Apple TV.  

 

ST. AIDAN’S PRE-CANA PROGRAM  

St. Aidan’s Foccus & Pre-Cana program consists of a 

FOCCUS Pre-Marriage Inventory and a ONE DAY parish 

program that is held on Saturday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM.  

FOCCUS stands for Facilitating Open Couple 

Communication Understanding and Study.  The FOCCUS 

and Pre-Cana Class Fee is a total of $125.00 payable to: 

Church of St. Aidan 

 Winter 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun March 10, 

2024 at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: March 

16, 2024 from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing Mass: Sat 

March 16, 2024 at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

 Spring 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun June 2, 2024 

at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: June 8, 2024 

from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing Mass: Sat June 8, 2024 

at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

 Fall 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun November 3, 

2024 at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: 

November 9, 2024 from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing 

Mass: Sat November 9, 2024 at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

To Register call St Aidan Parish Rectory Office (516) 746-

6585.  The St. Aidan Moderator is Deacon Rudy Martin: 

Email: Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org.  if you cannot make any 

of these dates you can attend a course facilitated by the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  Contact 678-5800 ext. 223 or 

go on-line to register at www.drvc-faith.org. Click on 

“Marriage.  Scroll down to find Marriage Preparation and 

FOCCUS on line registration. 

 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER  

Do you need to fulfill your Marriage Prep Requirement?  

Engaged Encounter is an effective PreCana program 

designed to provide you with the tools for a successful 

marriage.  Visit longisland. Engaged encounter.com for 

information and registration.  

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

Attention married couples & Priests.  Want to fall in love 

again? Here's a chance to get away for the weekend and 

focus on your spouse to renew and refresh your 

relationship. To help your good marriage be great!! 

- Are you ready for more growth and  happiness in your 

marriage or priesthood?  

-Uncover the secrets to a lasting,  supportive, 

transformational marriage on a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend 

-Every relationship is a journey.  The grind of everyday life 

can cause you to lose touch with your spouse.  

-This experience will help you listen, share and connect 

more deeply   

Our next weekend experience will be - February 9-11, 2024 

at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, Huntington, 

Long Island .  Register at WWME.org or contact: Kevin & 

Regina Hickson  (516) 554-3835. 

 

BECAUSE NO MARRIAGE IS BEYOND HOPE… 

A marriage-saving program here in the New York/

Metropolitan Area. 

· Is your marriage tearing you apart? 

· Do you feel hurt and angry? 

· Does talking make it worse? 

· Thought of leaving or divorce? 

· Is your marriage heading in the wrong direction? 

Retrouvaille can help.  For more information: 1-800-470-

2230 HelpOurMarriage.org.  Retrouvaille is a practical 

program for married couples facing difficult challenges.  It 

is not a marriage retreat, or counseling. You will not be 



asked to share the personal details of your story.  

Retrouvaille is different; it’s a way to improve your 

communication, help you reconnect, and build a healthy, 

happier, stronger marriage.  Catholic in origin, couples of 

all faiths, or no faith background, are welcome to attend. 

We are a Christian Peer Ministry offering tens of thousands 

of marriages hope in over 160 communities world-wide. 

 

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED CATHOLICS OF LONG 

ISLAND 

Including widows, widowers and singles.  A social 

organization for single persons.  New Member Orientation 

Meeting on Tuesday April 18th at 7:00PM at St. Frances 

Club, 1869 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh, NY 11793.  (Parking 

in the rear of building).  Non-denominational. ALL ARE 

WELCOME. Bring proof of single status to join. Annual dues 

$30. Refreshments following the meeting..  For further 

information, please call also to verify there will be a 

meeting -Terry at 516-650-5528 or Janet 516-579-4016 

 

WIDOWS / WIDOWERS SOCIAL GROUP 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 

PM - 3 PM in St. Joseph's Church, Franklin Ave. & Fifth 

Street, Garden City.  Non-denominational.  All are 

Welcome!  REFRESHMENTS SERVED, $3 PER MEETING.  

For additional information, feel free to call Diana (516) 481

-9280 

 

SPIRITUALITY FOR SINGLES  

February 2024 Singles Gathering on Saturday, Feb 3, 2024, 

8:30PM at St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Ave., Williston Park, 

NY, 11596.  Our February Gathering will feature an 

interesting presentation by noted speaker Tony Bellizzi..  

Ages 40+; $10.00 donation - snacks, pizza and beverages 

will be served.  Contact: Ray (516) 561-6994 or spirituality 

forsingles@gmail.com 

 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED ST. AIDAN CHURCH & 

SCHOOL IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE PLAN?   

Your parish means so much to you, from the friendships 

you’ve made to the faith enrichment you’ve received. As a 

faithful parishioner you have assisted in the Lord’s work by 

helping to build our faith community.  Your stewardship 

over the years is commendable and much appreciated.  

Kindly remember St. Aidan in your Will or Estate Plan? 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A CATHOLIC GROUP 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, 

invite  you to join our group.  We are Catholic women, 18 

years and over.  We meet at the Knights of Columbus Hall 

at 186  Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY.  RSVP to Ruth Ann at 

516-317-6356 

 

THE WILLISTON PARK SENIORS 

The Williston Park Seniors have openings for a trip to 

Woodloch Pines on Monday April 29th to Friday May 3, 

2024.  If interested please contact Rae Caramanica at 516 

946-3744 .  

 

BISHOP MCHUGH HEALTH CENTER  

This is a Primary Care Center for adults without health 

insurance. We are located at 24 East Main Street, Bay Shore 

in Suffolk County. We provide full health assessments, lab 

work, X-rays, flu shots and other health services. Please call 

(631) 376-4025 to make an appointment .  Hours: 1st and 

3rd Tuesday of each month 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm  

 

BUS TRIP TO WIND CREEK CASINO, BETHLEHEM, PA 

Hosted by Mercy League.  When: Tuesday, January 30, 

2024.  Cost: $52 per person, which includes the driver’s tip.  

Give back: $35 slot play.  Time: Please arrive at 8:30 am.  

Return approx. 8:30 pm.  Parking: # 999 So. Oyster Bay 

Road (dead end).  Reservations: call Barbara at (516) 935-

5576.  Please make checks payable to “Mercy League”.  The 

first to pay is the first on the bus, etc.  

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, great 

grandson or granddaughter of a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 144 has scholarship applications available.  

Applications can be picked up at the Williston Park Library 

or please contact Dianne Karl.  For the website to download 

the applications. Email dianneli @optimum.net or call 516-

778-0006.  Please call if you have any questions.  Note: Our 

unit has had scholarship winners for the past 10 years. 

 

FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM WWW.CFFOR.ORG 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Publishes 

Report on the State of Religious Liberty in the United States 

On Jan. 16, which is National Religious Freedom Day, the 

bishops released what they titled The First Annual Report 

on the State of Liberty in the United States.  The report 

came from the Committee on Religious Liberty of the 

USCCB.  Bishop Rhoades of Fort Wayne, IN is the chairman 

of that committee. 

The bishops report points out five areas of particular 

concern for 2024: 



 - Attacks on churches, mosques and temples 

 - Health and Human Services regulations which would 

likely force doctors to perform      transgender surgeries 

and, perhaps, abortions 

- Threats to religious charities serving newcomers 

- Repression of religious speech regarding marriage and 

sexual differences 

The report also points out the alarming vandalism and 

destruction at Catholic sites since the Dobbs decision and 

that the government has failed to find and bring to justice 

those committing these crimes.  The frequency and 

severity of these attacks causes concern about the personal 

safety of Catholics in their churches as well as the personal 

safety of Jews and Muslims in light of the extreme rhetoric 

around the Israel-Hamas conflict.   

The report highlights the most severe political threat to 

religious liberty is the Equality Act which was considered 

by Congress in 2023.  The Equality Act threatens religious 

freedom, freedom of speech, the rights of parents to raise 

their children according to their beliefs, the personal safety 

and the equal treatment of women and other issues. 

Read more of the USCCB report here as well as information 

on the Equality Act. 

http://tinyurl.com/5dwccjn9  http://

tinyurl.com/2s4cfs5m  http://tinyurl.com/5d6fvtjw  

http://tinyurl.com/mr25crjf 

 

LITURGY COLUMN  

The first four Doctors of the Church were declared together 

in 1298. The second group I said was five plus one, because 

five were recognized together in 1568, closely followed by 

the next Doctor in 1588. There would not be another for 

over 130 years, and most of those added later were named 

one at a time, although a few were added simultaneously. 

So let’s look at the last member of my group two, St. 

Bonaventure.  St. Bonaventure, 1221 – 15 July 1274, 

Bonaventura da Bagnoregio was born Giovanni di Fidanza. 

He was a Franciscan priest, later a bishop and a cardinal, as 

well as a scholastic theologian and philosopher. Known as 

the Seraphic Doctor, he was canonized on April 14, 1482 

by Pope Sixtus IV and declared a Doctor of the Church in 

1588 by Pope Sixtus V.  

He entered the Franciscan Order in 1243 and studied at 

the University of Paris, where by 1253 he held the 

Franciscan chair. A dispute between the secular staff and 

some members of mendicant orders delayed his Master’s 

degree until 1257, when he, along with St. Thomas Aquinas 

both received degrees. He later became the Minister 

General of the Order of Friars Minor.  Minister general is 

the term used for the head of the different branches of the 

Franciscans, and is unique to them. St. Francis of Assisi 

used the word “minister” rather than “superior” since he 

saw all the Franciscans as equals, and therefore felt that 

their supervisor was to minister to them, not rule them. 

Under Bonaventure’s intellectual direction, the Franciscans 

became the most important order in the Church until the 

Jesuits several centuries later. 

Somewhat similar to both Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, 

Bonaventure’s theology attempted to integrate faith and 

reason. He saw Christ as the one true master Who offers 

mankind the knowledge that begins with faith, matures 

through rational understanding, and is perfected by a 

mystical union with God. By combining the search for truth 

and faith, he integrated his theology with the Franciscan 

mendicant way of life, which is one of poverty and begging 

for their subsistence while preaching and practicing their 

faith. This synthesis later helped resolve the differences 

between mendicant and secular priests. He was, in fact, 

well-known for his ability to reconcile differing theological 

and philosophical opinions, incorporating them in his 

concept of truth as a road to the love of God. 

As you might expect, he was a prolific author and teacher. 

Among other things, from 1251 to 1253 he lectured on 

the Sentences, a medieval theology textbook by Peter 

Lombard, an Italian theologian of the 12th century, 

producing many works, notably commentaries on the Bible 

and on the Sentences which presented a summary of his 

theology. His Commentary on the Sentences was his first 

major work and it provided the philosophical and 

theological basis for much of his later writings, although 

some, notably his Lectures on the Six Days of Creation, go 

well beyond what was initially begun in Sentences.  

His wisdom and ability to reconcile opposing views moved 

Pope Gregory X to name him cardinal archbishop of 

Albano, Italy, in May 1273. At the second Council of Lyon in 

1274 he was the leading figure in the reform of the Church, 

helping to reconcile the parish clergy with the mendicant 

orders. He also had a part in restoring the Greek church to 

union with Rome. 

Many later scholars place Bonaventure among the leading 

authors and theologians of his age, seeing him as 

a defender of both secular and divine truth, and an 

outstanding advocate for mystical and Christian wisdom. 

And the Church agrees, designating him the tenth Doctor of 

the Church.  



ONGOING COMMUNICATION: Please 

visit our webpages at staidanparish.org/

ff for updates throughout the school 

year. 

 

OFFICE HOURS: The office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 

from 2PM to 7PM, Thursdays by 

appointment only, and closed on 

Fridays. 

 

TRANSFERRING FAMILIES:  Parents 

should call the Faith Formation Office at 

(516) 746-6585 x405 as soon as 

possible.  Baptismal certificates are 

required for all transferring students.  

Transfer students grade 2 and up must 

also submit a Letter of Transfer from the 

previous Religious Education program 

attended.   

 

HELP US PASS ON THE FAITH IN 2024:  

Thank you to all who volunteered to 

assist in the Faith Formation program.  

We have a great need for substitute 

catechists throughout the program.  

Lesson plans and materials are provided 

for substitute catechists.  Please contact 

the office for more information at x405.  

We need your help. 

 

MULTISENSORY RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION:  The Multisensory 

Program serves children who would 

benefit from a smaller class setting.  This 

program meets on Thursdays.  If you or 

someone you know has a child who may 

benefit from this type of program, please 

contact the Director at (516)746-

6585x406 or esmith@staidanparish.org.  

We are always looking for more adult 

catechists and volunteers. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:  The 

Multisensory program is always looking 

for a few dedicated high school teens or 

local college students to make a 

commitment to assist in the program 

during the school year.  No experience is 

necessary.  If you want to learn more, 

please call (516)746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org for more 

information.  Teens must be available on 

Thursday afternoons.  This is a great 

opportunity for any teen who may be 

considering a career in Nursing, 

Teaching, Counseling, Psychology, Social 

Work, Occupational, Speech, or Physical 

Therapies.  Service documentation, 

college recommendation letters, and 

scholarship letters are provided.  Please 

consider joining us for the rest of the 

2023-2024 school year. 

 

GRADE 4 MASS:  On Sunday, February 

11th, all grade 4 students and their 

families are invited to attend the 

10:30AM Family Mass.  The special topic 

will be “All About Lent.”  Please make 

every effort to join us! 

 

GRADE 7:  All Grade 7 Confirmation 

2025 candidates who did not attend the 

9AM Mass last Sunday, are asked to 

attend the 5PM Mass on Saturday, 

January 27th with their parents.  

Candidates will submit the Interview 

with their Sponsor.  Instructions have 

been sent via the family email that was 

provided at registration.  

 

GRADE 8:  All Grade 8 Confirmation 

2024 candidates are asked to attend 

Mass with their parents on Sunday, Jan. 

28th at 9AM OR Saturday, Feb. 3rd at 

5PM.  Candidates will present their 

Confirmation Registration Form, 

validated Confirmation Sponsor Form, 

and a Brief report on the Saint they have 

chosen.  Forms and directions have been 

sent via the family email provided at 

registration.  THERE ARE NO GRADE 8 

CLASSES ON JAN. 29TH OR JAN. 31ST. 

 

OCIA:  If you or someone you know has 

ever been curious about what the 

Catholic Church believes and teaches; 

our parish is here for you!  Whether you 

grew up in a different religion or not 

raised in any religion, there is a great 

way to get your curiosity satisfied and 

your questions answered.  Please call 

(516)746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org. 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION:  Spread the 

word!  An Adult Confirmation class will 

begin in early February 2024 for any 

Adult Catholics (18+), who have already 

received the Sacraments of Baptism and 

Holy Communion but have not been 

confirmed and would like to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  Adult 

Confirmation will be celebrated in May.  

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office at 516-746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org.   

 

SUPPORT FAMILY MASS:   Family Mass 

is looking for more adults to assist in 

supervising the young people who 

volunteer each week.  It takes very little 

time and/or training.  Supervising adult 

volunteers can sign up for whatever 

Sunday dates work best with their 

schedules.  If you can help, please 

contact esmith@staidanparish.org.  

 

CONNECTING CHURCH AND HOME:  

Today is the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time.  The liturgical color is green.  

Today’s gospel, (Mark 1:21-28), 

describes Jesus teaching in the 

synagogue.  Although this gospel doesn’t 

tell us exactly what Jesus was teaching, it 

does make it clear that the people who 

heard Him were surprised at how He 

taught.  Instead of simply teaching on a 

topic of Jewish Law or practice, Jesus 

spoke with an authority that amazed His 

listeners.  The scribes they were 

accustomed to listening to never taught 

like this before!  Then the passage tells 

Faith Formation 



us that a man with an unclean spirit 

called out.  The unclean spirit 

recognized who Jesus truly was.  With 

total authority and simplicity, Jesus 

commanded the spirit to be quiet and 

then ordered the unclean spirit to leave 

the man.  Of course, news like this 

traveled fast even in those days.  News 

of how Jesus taught with such authority 

and what He did spread everywhere.   

This gospel story focuses on the power 

and authority of God to bring peace to 

the torture of evil and to heal all our 

woundedness.  Jesus wants to free us 

from everything bad.  We are called to 

focus our attention on growing in our 

relationship with God so we can listen, 

learn, speak, and act in accordance with 

His Will for us.  We need to be our best 

selves in this world with a conscious 

goal of living as true believers of this 

gospel, and not giving in to anything that 

would deter us from this ultimate goal.   

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

states, “God’s love for us calls us to 

respond.  The first commandment tells 

us that we are only to worship God and 

not other gods or idols. (CCC, 2084-

2141)  In the fourth commandment we 

hear that we must respect our parents 

and by extension those who God has 

placed in authority.  Those leaders, in 

turn, have obligations towards those 

entrusted to them. (CCC, 2197-2257) 

Christians must not follow authorities 

that are contrary to the Gospel, the 

moral order, or the fundamental rights 

of persons. (CCC,2242) 

Initially, children often become caught 

up in the idea of Jesus casting out a 

demon.  Some children are fascinated by 

it and others, especially younger 

children, can even become a little 

frightened.  With a little redirection and 

further explanation, it is usually easy to 

focus children of all ages on how Jesus, 

being God, is telling us that He has 

authority and power even over the 

worst things.  Jesus is here for us today 

and wants us to understand that He 

loves us so much, He wants us to be free:  

free to love Him completely, free to 

speak about Him with confidence, free 

to share His love with others, and free to 

ask for whatever forgiveness and 

healing we need. 

This week, with younger children, try to 

find a little time to visit the church.  

Perhaps arrive at Sunday Mass a little 

early.  Bring children up close to the 

ambo, the place where the lector 

proclaims the readings at Mass.  Point to 

the Lectionary that contains the 

readings or point out the Book of the 

Gospels when the deacon processes into 

the church at the beginning of Mass.  

This is God’s Word!  Since Jesus wants to 

heal us, encourage children to mention 

the names of people they know who are 

sick and then say a little prayer for 

them.  This can be very simple and easily 

accomplished at mealtime prayer or at 

bedtime prayer.  If you are visiting 

church, show children some scenes in 

the stained-glass windows.  Our church 

has beautifully clear windows that catch 

the daylight.  Ask children to draw a 

picture of one of the windows they 

particularly like.  Remind them that the 

people shown in the 

window believed in Jesus’ 

power and love.  Display 

these artistic treasures!  

For school-age children, 

remind them that in Jesus’ 

time, people began to 

recognize that He spoke 

and acted with such love 

and compassion that He 

must be doing so in God’s 

name.  Ask them to identify 

people they know who do 

God’s work?  Is it parents, a 

teacher, a friend, the parish 

priest, or perhaps a 

neighbor?  Help children 

create certificates to 

present to one identified 

person.  Have them say 

why they admire how the 

selected persons are doing 

God’s work.  Then, let the 

children deliver the certificates to their 

selected persons.  Make a list of words 

and expressions that can express 

forgiveness and healing.  These ideas 

should include asking for forgiveness, 

granting forgiveness, made-up prayers 

for those who are sick, etc.  Make a 

family list of the suggestions and see 

how many of the ideas were used 

throughout the week.  Children will 

need reminders during the week! 

Finally, make little posters that can help 

others come to know who Jesus is.  Some 

suggestions would be a friendly looking 

Jesus or the Risen Jesus with the 

caption , “Jesus is Lord.”  Other 

suggestions are Jesus curing a sick 

person with the caption, “Jesus heals,” 

and Jesus hugging someone or Jesus on 

the cross with the caption, “God is Love.”  

Again, show off these creations 

whenever, wherever, however you can!  

It would be great to start a file for each 

child to save these creations.  They can 

be wonderful for your children to 

revisit, maybe with their own children 

someday! 

 

Children’s Worship Materials 
are in the “Children’s Corner” 
in the Church Lobby.  All are 

welcome!  Invite a friend! 

Remember Kid to Kid!  Please 
help us help kids in need.  

Information Flyers and 
Donation Boxes are in the 

Church Lobby until Feb. 4th. 

Coming Soon:   

Feb. 4th:  Celebrate Boy Scout Sunday 2024! 

Feb. 11th:  Grade Level Mass for all Grade 4 children. 

   

We welcome your ideas and suggestions.     

Please email us at: 

Faith.Formation@staidanparish.org. 



















Christ be our Light   

                                     CHRISTOPHER WALKER (B. 1954) 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 

Light for the world to see. 

 

 Christ, be our light!  

 Shine in our hearts. 

 Shine through the darkness. 

 Christ, be our light! Shine in 

 Your Church gathered today. 

 

 Longing for peace our world is troubled 

 Longing for hope, many despair. 

 Your word alone has pow'r to save us   

 Make us your living voice.  

 

Psalm PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 

If today you hear his voice,  

harden not your hearts. R.  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The people who sit in darkness have seen 
 a great light on those dwelling in a land  
shadowed by death, light has arisen. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

It is Well with My Soul 
  VILLE DU HAVRE                             PHILIP BLISS (1838 - 1876) 

When peace like a river,  
attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, thou hast  
taught me to say 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 

 
It is well, with my soul 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

My sin, oh, the bliss  
of this glorious thought 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 

Is nailed to the cross,  

and I bear it no more, 

Praise the Lord,  

praise the Lord, o my soul.  R: 

Beautiful Savior 
 ST. ELIZABETH                                               JOSEPH SEISS (1873) 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve thee,  
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.  

Fair are the meadows,  
Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;  

 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;  
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.  

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  
Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels in the sky.  
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  
Now and forevermore be Thine!                

Prayer of St. Francis 
 “SEBASTIAN TEMPLE                         ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your 
love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace,  
Where there's despair in life,  
let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness, ever joy. 
 
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace, 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 
 

 
We are the Light of the World      
                                                                                 ANTHONY GREIFF 

Blessed are they who are poor in spirit,  
Theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Bless us, O Lord, make us poor in spirit,  
Bless us, O Lord, our God.  

We are the light of the world, 
May our light shine before all, 
That they may see  
the good that we do  
and give glory to God. 

Blessed are they who are meek and humble, 
They will inherit the earth Bless us, O Lord,  
make us meek and humble, 
Bless us, O Lord, our God. R: 
 

 

 

MUSIC 

FOR 

SUNDAY 

MASS 

  



JANUARY 28TH—FOURTH SUNDAY 

ORDINARY TIME 

 

GLORIA  

Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to people of good will. We 

praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 

we glorify you. We give you thanks for 

your great glory, Lord God, heavenly 

King, O God, almighty Father. Lord 

Jesus Christ, only Begotten Son, Lord 

God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sins of the world 

have mercy on us; You take away the 

sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

You are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: have mercy on us. For you 

alone are the Holy One, You alone are 

the Lord, You alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, With the Holy Spirit, in the 

glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

Reading 1 Dt 18:15-20  

Moses spoke to all the people, saying: 

"A prophet like me will the LORD, your 

God, raise up for you from among your 

own kin; to him you shall listen. This is 

exactly what you requested of the 

LORD, your God, at Horeb on the day of 

the assembly, when you said, 'Let us 

not again hear the voice of the LORD, 

our God, nor see this great fire any 

more, lest we die.' And the LORD said to 

me, 'This was well said. I will raise up 

for them a prophet like you from 

among their kin, and will put my words 

into his mouth; he shall tell them all 

that I command him. Whoever will not 

listen to my words which he speaks in 

my name, I myself will make him 

answer for it. But if a prophet presumes 

to speak in my name an oracle that I 

have not commanded him to speak, or 

speaks in the name of other gods, he 

shall die.'"  

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden 

not your hearts.  

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 

let us acclaim the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with 

thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing psalms 

to him.  

R. If today you hear his voice, harden 

not your hearts.  

Come, let us bow down in worship; let 

us kneel before the LORD who made us. 

For he is our God, and we are the 

people he shepherds, the flock he 

guides.  

R. If today you hear his voice, harden 

not your hearts.  

Oh, that today you would hear his 

voice: "Harden not your hearts as at 

Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the 

desert, Where your fathers tempted 

me; they tested me though they had 

seen my works."  

R. If today you hear his voice, harden 

not your hearts.  

 

Reading 2 1 Cor 7:32-35  

Brothers and sisters: I should like you 

to be free of anxieties. An unmarried 

man is anxious about the things of the 

Lord, how he may please the Lord. But 

a married man is anxious about the 

things of the world, how he may please 

his wife, and he is divided. An 

unmarried woman or a virgin is 

anxious about the things of the Lord, so 

that she may be holy in both body and 

spirit. A married woman, on the other 

hand, is anxious about the things of the 

world, how she may please her 

husband. I am telling you this for your 

own benefit, not to impose a restraint 

upon you, but for the sake of propriety 

and adherence to the Lord without 

distraction.  

 

Gospel Mk 1:21-28  

Then they came to Capernaum, and on 

the Sabbath Jesus entered the 

synagogue and taught. The people were 

astonished at his teaching, for he taught 

them as one having authority and not 

as the scribes. In their synagogue was a 

man with an unclean spirit; he cried 

out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus 

of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are—the Holy One 

of God!" Jesus rebuked him and said, 

"Quiet! Come out of him!" The unclean 

spirit convulsed him and with a loud 

cry came out of him. All were amazed 

and asked one another, "What is this? A 

new teaching with authority. He 

commands even the unclean spirits and 

they obey him." His fame spread 

everywhere throughout the whole 

region of Galilee.  

 

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father 

almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all things visible and invisible. I believe 

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 

before all ages. God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial 

with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us men and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of 

the Virgin Mary, and became man. For 

our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead and his kingdom will have 

no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church. I confess one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 

I look forward to the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to 

come. Amen.  








