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WELCOME TO ST. AIDAN 
Our parish is a vibrant and active Catholic 
community located in Nassau County, Long 
Island, New York. We are a Roman Catholic 
parish in the Diocese of Rockville Centre serving 
the communities of Williston Park, East 
Williston, Albertson, and parts of Mineola, 
Roslyn Heights, and Searingtown. 
 
ST. AIDAN BULLETIN 
The bulletin is published on Wednesday 
morning.  Items for publishing should be 
emailed to staidanbulletin@gmail.com.  
 
BULLETIN ADVERTISEMENTS 
To place an advertisement on the cover contact 
‘church bulletin,’ the publishing company, 631-
249-4994.  The cost of our bulletin is covered 
by our sponsors who advertise on the cover.  
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the parish family of the Church of St Aidan, 
strengthened by the Eucharist and encouraged 
by the Word of God, welcome all, for we 
encourage that everyone is a child of God and 
no one should be excluded.  Guided by the Holy 
Spirit through prayer, we strive as one to build 
the Body of Christ.  We commit ourselves to 
nurturing lifelong faith formation, fostering lay 
leadership, promoting social justice, engaging 
our youth in every aspect of parish life, and 
offering care and compassionate service to all.  
We invite everyone to walk with Jesus and 
experience His healing power and love. 
 
PARISH GROWTH 2024 
Coordinate the Eucharistic Revival 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN 6 AM TO 6 PM 
Daily Mass can be viewed on staidanparish.org, 
Facebook and Vimeo.  The faithful are required 
to attend Sunday and Holy Days of Obligation 
Masses. This obligation does not apply to those 
who are ill, those who are confined to their 
home, a hospital, or nursing facility, or those 
with serious underlying health conditions. For 
the safety of all, the church doors will be closed 
when school children attend services during the 
week. 

 
MEETINGS AT ST. AIDAN  
Contact the Rectory for more information.  
 
PARKING AT ST. AIDAN 
The number of parking spaces is limited at St. 
Aidan.  The parking lot at the rear of the Upper 
School and the one on Dover Street are 
available on weekends and when school is 
closed.  The Lower School has an area that is 
designated a children’s play area.  People with 
disabilities may park in the three reserved 
parking spaces in front of the rectory on Willis 
Ave.  This special area is needed for church 
access by people who use wheelchairs and 
specially-equipped vehicles.  Thank you for 
being parking considerate. 
 
BAPTISM 
To arrange a baptism contact the rectory office.  
Forms need to be completed giving information 
on the parents, child’s date and place of birth, 
as well as the names and religious affiliation of 
the sponsors.  At least one sponsor must be a 
practicing Catholic.  Baptisms are held on the 
1st Sunday and 3rd Sunday at 1:30 PM.  To hold 
a private baptism you must make 
arrangements with a priest or deacon to 
perform the baptism.  Private baptisms are held 
on Saturday or Sunday when the church is 
available.  First time parents are required to 
attend a Baptism Class.  Classes are held in the 
church on the second Sunday of the month 
after the 12 PM Mass.  Parents are asked to 
gather at St. Joseph’s statue to the right of the 
altar. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
First and Third Fridays of the month 1:00-3:00 
PM in the church. 
 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
Holy Communion unites us more closely to 
Jesus, and it is also a sign that we are living in 
communion with His Church, following the 
teachings that Jesus has handed down to us.  If 
you know of someone homebound who would 
like to receive Communion from a Eucharistic 
Minister, please contact the Rectory. 

 
CONFESSION 
Confessions are available in the church, screen 
only, on Saturday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 
and 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  You can also make an 
appointment with a priest by calling the rectory 
office. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Anointing of the sick takes place at 1:00 PM on 
the 4th Sunday of each month.  Please wait for 
the priest at Our Lady’s Shrine. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements are to be made at the Rectory 
office at least 9 months in advance. Pre-Cana 
and FOCCUS registrations must be arranged.  
Pre-Cana at St. Aidan consists of a ONE DAY 
SATURDAY COURSE.  The moderator is Deacon 
Rudy Martin.  Email: 
Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org.  Information on the 
Pre-Cana Course offered by the Diocese of 
Rockville Center can be found at www.drvc-
faith.org or call 678-5800 ext. 223. 
 
SCAM LIKELY  
If you receive an email or text from Fr. Adrian 
or any other member of St. Aidan staff 
requesting gift cards or donations, delete it 
immediately and block the caller’s number or 
email.  It is not from St. Aidan Church or School. 
 
PARISH EMAIL 
To be added to email distributions of the Parish 
Bulletin please email Bonnie Parente 
at bparente@verizon.net.  
 
PLANNED GIFTS FOR YOUR PARISH  
Consider your Christian responsibility to be a 
wise steward of the gifts God has given you. 
How will your gifts (assets) be passed on to 
those you love and care for when you die? 
Planning now will help those we love live 
peacefully in the future. Call Barbara Kilarjian at 
the Diocese of Rockville Centre at 516-678-
5800 ext. 257 to find out how you can pass on 
your love to your family. 
 
 



LIVESTREAM DAILY MASS 
WEBSITE STAIDANPARISH.ORG  

VIMEO  ST. AIDAN, WILLISTON PARK  

FACEBOOK CHURCH OF SAINT AIDAN WILLISTON PARK  
 
MONDAY, MARCH 04  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Vincent Kempton 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Daniel J. Lynch 
Bishop Andrzej 5:30 PM Joseph Abruzzo (3rd Anniv. Rem.) 
      
TUESDAY, MARCH 05  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Jacob  6:30 AM Christian James Mazzarello 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Rosemarie Walz 
Fr. Solomon  5:30 PM Steven Daniel Clancy (10th Anniv. Rem.) 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 06  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Solomon    6:30 AM Lvg. Int. for Gloria Jacore 
Fr. Adrian    9:00 AM Mary and Anna Winsky 
Fr. Jacob    5:30 PM Terence Donohoe (28th Anniv. Rem.) 
      
THURSDAY, MARCH 07  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Jacob  6:30 AM Parishioners of St. Aidan 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM Kathleen M. Fay (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian  5:30 PM Gino Guglielmi (7th Anniv. Rem.) 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 08  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Adrian  6:30 AM Richard P. Cosgrove, Jr. 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Frances Wahmann (B’day Rem.) 
Fr. Jacob  5:30 PM  Lvg. Int. for Maria Lee (79th B’day) 
   7:00 PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
      
SATURDAY, MARCH 09  LENT WEEK 3 
Fr. Solomon  9:00 AM Mary (Ronnie) Dart (1st Anniv. Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian  5:00 PM OCIA- SECOND SCRUTINY 
     Daniel Colelli, Jr.  
     Lvg. Int. for Hank Brech 
     Maria DeFeo 
     Gerhardt Naumann 
     Gloria & Vito Albanese 
     Margaret Toole 
Fr. Jacob            7:30 PM Paul Mino 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 10  FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   
Fr. Jacob  7:30 AM Steven Prahl (B’day Rem.) 
Fr. Adrian  9:00 AM 7TH GRADE ATTENDING 
     Diane Novellino 
Fr. Solomon  10:30 AM GIRL SCOUTS ATTENDING 
     Paul Kane 
Fr. Adrian  12:00 PM PRE-CANA OPENING MASS 
     Clara “Nonni” Losordo (2nd Anniv. Rem.) 
     Eileen Fitzgerald 
     Elizabeth Biehl 
     Parishioners of St. Aidan 
     Mario Belfiore 
     Diane Novellino 
Fr. Solomon           5:00 PM Antonio, Fiorina-Giulia,  
     & Bambina Rolando (B’day & Anniv. Rem.) 
       

505 WILLIS. AVE 

WILLISTON PARK  NY 11596 

516-746-6585  Rectory 

516-404-2746  After Hours  

516-746-6055  Fax 

 

www.staidanparish.org 

Rectory@staidanparish.org 

Staidanbulletin@gmail.com 

 

Rectory Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

9 AM to 12 PM   1 PM to 4 PM 

Saturday & Sunday  

9 AM to 12 PM    

 

Pastor  

Rev. Fr. Adrian McHugh 

 

Associate Pastors  

Rev. Fr. Solomon Odinukwe 

Rev. Fr. Jacob Quansah Kyei  

 

Deacons  

Rev. Rudy Martin  
Rev. Jerry Magaldi 

Rev. Salvatore B. Villani  

 

St. Aidan School  

ext. 202, 203 Grades Nursery-2 
ext. 302, 303 Grades 3-8 

Principal  Mrs. Julie O’Connell 

Assistant Principal  

Mrs. Barbara Graham 

 

Faith Formation  

Monday—Wednesday 2-7 PM 

Thursday appointment.   

Closed Friday 

ext. 404, 405    
Director  ext. 406 

Mrs. Elaine Smith,  

 

Business Manager  ext. 107 
Mr. Thomas Flynn  

 

Facilities Manager ext. 136 
Mr. Pat Perez  

 

Music Director  ext. 130  
Mr. Drago Bubalo   

drago.bubalo@gmail.com  

 

Social Ministry, Director 

ext. 410, 408   
Ms. Rosemarie Cavallaro 



Today’s first reading from Exodus lists 

the Ten Commandments.  At some 

time in our younger days we 

memorized them, and although today we may struggle 

to recite them all in order, we could probably at least 

come close to listing the various prohibitions that are 

included.   

The commandments provide us with something 

concrete, something that we can point to and say, ‘So 

that's what we're supposed to do.’ We like lists that 

outline exactly what we can and can't do.  The fact that 

the list is short is by no means an indication that it is 

simple either to completely understand or to follow.  

Take for example the sixth commandment ‘You shall not 

kill.’  If you want to find out where someone stands on 

political and moral issues, ask them what those four 

simple words mean.  For example, does the prohibition 

against killing apply to war?  For Catholics it speaks to 

the issue of abortion, but not everyone agrees.  What 

about euthanasia?  Just what does ‘You shall not kill’ 

really mean? 

Before listing the Commandments our first reading 

begins with the Lord reminding the people of Israel just 

who God is.  ‘I, the LORD, am your God, who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.’  God 

is not some distant being that looks down impassively 

on the earth, just watching what happens.  No, God is 

the one who has just led slaves out of captivity and 

crushed the greatest military power in the world at that 

time.  The Lord is a God who cares and a God who acts.  

This sets the tone for the Ten Commandments.  These 

are not merely rules that God just made up in order to 

assert control over the Israelites.  The Ten 

Commandments are part of the covenant between God 

and the people of Israel.  God has already shown mercy 

and established justice by delivering the people from 

their oppression.  Now God outlines the response that is 

expected from the Israelites in return.  ‘I, the LORD, am 

your God.  You shall not have other gods besides me.’  

God asks that the people recognize the Lord's 

sovereignty over them and not bow down to other gods.  

The other nine commandments which follow are then 

specific ways in which we make sure that God is first.  

They spell out how it is that we should relate to God and 

to one another in order to recognize and proclaim God's 

sovereignty over us and to break the power of other 

gods in our lives.  Taking the  place of God are other 

gods:  the gods of success, lust, greed, power.  We battle 

with other  gods who want to censor and cancel God’s 

values:  big tech,  the media and the state. It is common 

for them to resent God’s rules.  An old joke illustrates 

this attitude quite well.  It seems that, according to this 

story, when Moses came down from the mountain he 

said, ‘I've got good news and bad news.  The good news 

is that I got it down to ten; the bad news is adultery's 

still in.’ 

All of the commandments stem from the one command 

to keep the Lord our God first.  ‘Do not bow down to 

false gods.’  Seen in this context, then, the 

commandments are not a list of harsh requirements but 

are rather an invitation for us to be in a covenant 

relationship with God.  Rather than being resentful of 

having the Ten Commandments, we should be grateful.  

God gave the Ten Commandments not to punish us, but 

to establish a relationship.  And is grieved when we 

choose false gods first. 

What’s Pastor Thinking 



THOSE WHO ASKED US TO 

PRAY FOR THEM INCLUDE 

Fearghal McHugh 

Fran Lesser 

Lisa Sorgi  

Alex Grinacoff 

Mason Guadagno 

Colleen Cassidy 

Dianne Karl  

Sr. Mary Ann Ambrose 

Jinny Gallagher 

Joshua Lowenthal 

Mafalda Leddy  

Joseph & Diane LaBianca  

Colleen Edwards 

Rolanda John 

Jean Lopardo 

Gloria Maughn 

Betty Gaffney  

Christine Hogg 

Rosa Barroca  

Doreen Downes 

Tecky Johnides 

Irene McCann 

Sharon Leonard 

Ryan Latronica  

Matthew Huhn 

John Sweeney  

Frank Sbeglia  

Bryan O’Malley  

Maria Cortez 

Michael Kenny   

Thomas Murphy 

Kay Perro 

Claire Monteleone 

Maurice Morriarity  

Andre Isaac 

Angela Sposito  

Mary Maloney 

Alex Peplowski 

Lorraine Mancusi 

John Trincellito  

Johnny Healey 

Eleanor Bauer 

Eileen Devaney 

Bridget Brassel 

To add or remove a name, 

please call the rectory 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR 

DECEASED 

EDWIN A. STECK 

KATHLEEN HAND 

__________________________ 

FUNERAL MASSES 

JOSEPH CANOSA 

Saturday, March 2  

9:45 AM  

 

CAROLE FAZZOLARE 

Saturday, March 23 

11:00 AM  

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING BELLS 

MARCH 16, 2024 

1:00 PM 

Erica Marie Margan 

St. Aidan 

Jordan David Gelburd 

 

MARCH 16, 2024 

3:00 PM 

Erin Elizabeth Arsenault 

St. Aidan 

Trevor William Baldwin 

Church of Nativity 

 

If a parishioner is getting 

married in another parish 

and would like their 

wedding listed here, please 

call the rectory office. 

ALTAR SERVERS  

3/02 LENT 3 

5:00  D & L Tiernan 

 W Walker 

7:30 Whalen,  

 Kolasny 

 Lane 

3/03 LENT 3 

7:30 G, C & J Pizzardi 

9:00 R DiMaio 

 N Fernando 

 L Herr 

10:30 A. Dowdell 

 T. Fortunato 

 S Alexander 

12:00 L Abrusci 

 D & D Kortkamp 

5:00 R & M Walls 

 J Mahmood 

3/09 LENT 4 

5:00 M & O Gavagan 

 M Milone 

7:30 L Lamontagne 

 L Moloney 

 W Walker 

3/10 LENT 4 

7:30 A Godwin 

 P Dorrian 

 A Dominguez 

9:00 R & L Suero 

 A Swenson 

10:30 J & A Boyd 

 M Vitale 

12:00 M Uttaro 

 D & D Lie 

5:00 M & A McCarthy 

 I Grdvich 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

02/26/23     $26,138 

02/25/24     $24,019  

 

ATTENDANCE 

02/24/25/2024—1,559  

 

EXTRA ENVELOPE 

Landscaping Expenses 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

staidanparish.org.  

Click DONATE. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES  

Goal $180,400    

Pledges $2,746   

Donors 6 

Payments $2,746 

 

INCOME TAX   

DONATION LETTER 

If you need an income tax 

statement for your 2023 

Stewardship donations to 

the parish, please call the 

Rectory office at (516) 746

-6585 x1. 

PARISH RETREAT  

MARCH 11, 12, 13 

BETHANY RETREAT  

MARCH 8, 9 



ST. AIDAN’S BETHANY RETREAT  

MARCH 8TH & 9TH  “THIS IS MY BODY.”  

 

Focus:    To learn more about the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist while opening our 

eyes to this Great Gift that Jesus has given to us.    

Friday Evening, 03/08 at 7:30PM & Saturday, 03/09 at 8:30AM.   

St. Aidan’s Bethany is open to both men & women. This is a time of spiritual refreshment, a 

place to come and be with other parishioners as Jesus did in Bethany with his friends. A 

place to prepare yourself for Easter, pray together , hear others as they witness to their 

faith, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and much more.  

Where will it take place?  The Convent on Pembroke Street. We start on Friday evening, 

after which you will return to your own homes. You will meet again on Saturday morning 

and end at the 5 PM Mass after which will break bread together as we have our dinner in 

Kirwin Hall.  Doors will open at & 7PM for refreshments. We will start promptly at 7:30.  

Friday Night Speaker is Brother Lawrence Syriac SM, Teacher and Social Studies Chairman 

at Chaminade who is now retired and speaks at the Molly Institute of Life Long Learning.   

$30.00 per person, $50.00 a couple (Includes Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner on Saturday) 

 

Name  ____________________________________________________ Address  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone  ______________________________________________ E-mail  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed  ______________________________________ I Will _____Will Not______ have dinner with the group. 

If you are registering for friends, please list all names & phone numbers attending.  Return to St. Aidan’s 

Rectory. There will be no reservations or payments at the door.   

Please mark the envelope, “Bethany Retreat” Any Questions, call 516-746-6585 

 

 

ST. AIDAN PARISH RETREAT  

THREE EVENINGS IN LENT 

MARCH 11,12 & 13 

‘BREAK BREAD TOGETHER’ 

 

Parishioners and Friends of St. Aidan’s Parish please join us for a Lenten Retreat, three evenings of prayer and 

reflection on the Eucharist at St. Aidan on Monday 11th, Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th of March.  Theme: 

THERE IS ROOM FOR EVERYONE IN THE TABLE OF PLENTY.  This retreat is sponsored by the BLD Rockville 

Centre Prayer Group that meets every Friday evening at St. Aidan. 

For the retreat days, Mass will be celebrated at 5:30 PM, followed by Adoration until 6:45 PM.  At 7:00 we have a 

presentation on these topics: 

DAY 1. THE CALL  I DID NOT COME TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS BUT THE SINNERS.” MATTHEW 9:13 

DAY 2. PRAYER  COME WITH ME BY YOURSELVES TO A QUIET PLACE AND GET SOME REST.” MK 6:31-32 

DAY 3. MISSION  DECLARE HIS GLORY AMONG THE NATIONS 

   HIS MARVELOUS DEEDS AMONG ALL PEOPLES.” 1 CHRON 16:24  



BULLETIN  

The bulletin is published on Wednesday morning.  Items 

for publishing should be emailed to 

staidanbulletin@gmail.com. The publishing company has 

asked us to remind you of these deadlines: 

 The 03/10 bulletin will be published on Wednesday 

03/06. 

 Two bulletins for 03/17 and 03/24 will be published 

on Wednesday 03/13. 

 The 03/31 bulletin will be published on Wednesday 

03/20. 

 The 04/07 bulletin will be published on Wednesday 

04/03. 

 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY  

Girl Scout Sunday is being 

celebrated on Sunday, 

March 10th at St. Aidan’s 

10:30am mass. Girl Scouts 

should attend in uniform 

(sashes and vests). 

Leaders should also 

attend in uniform (green 

tab w/ leader pin). Arrive at 10:15am to process in with 

the celebrant. To allow enough room in the reserved pews 

for all scouts, the scouts will be sitting alone with the 

exception of their leaders in the pew. Please no parents in 

the pews! Parents are welcome to arrive early to obtain 

seats directly behind or next to the reserved pews.  

If your troop is earning any religious awards, be sure to 

have them out and ready for a blessing at the end of mass.  

If you have any questions, please contact Emma Parente at 

emparente1999@gmail.com. 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Every Friday of Lent at 7:00 PM 

 

THE HOLY ROSARY. 

The Rosary is said immediately after the 6:30 and 9 o’clock 

Masses daily.  Please join to honor Mary, our mother.  

 

MONDAY NOVENA 

Please join us every Monday morning after the 9:00 AM 

Mass for a Novena to the Immaculate Conception of the 

Virgin Mary.  Rosary to follow. 

 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 

Please join the parish on the First Saturday devotion to the 

Blessed Mother. Prayers will begin at 8:45am followed by 

Mass and the recitation of the Rosary.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

First and Third Fridays of the month 1:00-3:00 PM in the 

church.  March 1 & 15. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Anointing of the sick takes place at 1:00 PM on the 4th 

Sunday of each month.  Please wait for the priest at Our 

Lady’s Shrine.  February 25.  March 24. 

 

FRIDAY CHARISMATIC PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

Join us every Friday from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Healing 

Mass first Friday of the month.  March 1.   April 5.    

 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION – MARCH 10,  

On the weekend of March 9 & 10th our parish will take up 

The Catholic Relief Services Collection. Funds from this 

collection provide food to the hungry, support displaced 

10:30 FAMILY MASS 
A Sunday Mass at St. Aidan for  

families with children  
3/03  JESUS CLENSES THE TEMPLE 

JESUS was fully human and FULLY DIVINE.   

He understands us. He teaches us to live good lives on 

earth, just like He did. 

TAKE HOME A REPRESENTATION OF JESUS 



refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to vulnerable 

people here and abroad. Next week, please give generously 

to the collection and reveal Christ’s love to those most in 

need. Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/

catholic-relief.      

 

FR DAMIAN HALLIGAN SJ MEMORIAL MASS 

On Saturday, March 9 there will be a Memorial Service for 

Fr Damian Halligan SJ who died on January 10 while living 

at Murray Weigel in the Bronx.    Many of us were blessed 

to know Fr Damian when he was at St Aidans and served at 

other parishes on Long Island or when he ministered at St 

Ignatius Retreat House.  Please bring your stories, 

memories and photos if you have.  The Memorial Service 

will be at Our Lady of Grace Spiritual Center, 29 Shelter 

Rock Rd in Manhasset at 10:30 am.  Mass will begin at 

11:00 followed by a sharing of memories.  Lunch to 

follow.  Feel free to RSVP to Mary Fran Jeffrey 516-220-

7836 or mfjeffrey6@gmail.com" 

 

OCIA UPDATES 

Last Sunday, our Candidates for Full Communion and our 

Candidates preparing to complete their initiation in the 

Church celebrated the Call to Continuing Conversion.  They 

were formally presented to the community and prayers for 

their continued journeys were offered for them.  We 

congratulate Douglas Campbell, Zachary Russini, Danielle 

Siebner, Samamtha Iaboni, and Michael Camarda.  Please 

keep them in your prayers. 

Today at the 9AM Mass, our Elect, those preparing for 

Baptism, as well as Confirmation and Eucharist, will be 

celebrating the First of three Scrutinies.  The scrutinies are 

rituals intended to help the Elect become more open to 

Baptism.  The prayers offered focus on healing, comfort, 

and blessing.  Please pray for our Elect during this 

important time.  If you attend an OCIA Mass during the next 

three weeks, you will see that the readings will not be the 

same as the readings printed for Sunday Mass.  This is 

because Cycle A readings are used for the Scrutiny Masses.  

This week will be the story of the Man Born Blind from St. 

John’s gospel.  Please join us! 

                     

ARE YOU SEARCHING?  

Are you searching for a faith to follow?  Do you know 

someone who may be interested in learning more about 

what the Catholic Church believes and teaches?  Were you 

baptized as an infant but not raised in the faith or raised in 

another Christian faith?  Whatever your situation, 

wherever you are in your faith journey, OCIA (formally 

RCIA) is here for YOU.  OCIA stands for Order of Christian 

Initiation for Adults.  It is a process by which adults can 

inquire about the Catholic Church.  There is never any 

pressure put on any inquirer to become a Catholic.  If an 

inquirer or seeker decides to move closer toward becoming 

a Catholic, he/she receives instruction in a small setting 

guided by a team of dedicated parishioners.  The inquirer 

decides if he/she wants to move forward one step at a time.  

The whole parish family supports this process through 

prayer and witness.  Those who choose to become Catholic 

are welcomed into the Church through the reception of the 

Sacraments of Initiation:  Baptism, Confirmation, and 

Eucharist.  If you would like to learn more, please call 516-

746-6585 x406 or email esmith@staidanparish.org. 

 

COROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

 The Corporate Mass of the Rosary Altar Society will be on 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 at 9am. This Mass will be offered in 

memory of deceased Rosarian Barbara Kolsen.  Please join 

us at 8:45 in the vestibule for the recitation of the Rosary. 

On Monday, March 4th, the  meeting will follow Mary’s Way 

of the Cross. We will pray each Station from Mary’s view 

and how she suffered with her son during his agony. It is a 

very moving and prayful experience. All are invited to join 

us in Msgr Kirwin Hall at 7pm.  Doors open at 6:45.  

We are also planning a Day of Recollection on Tuesday, 

March 19th at Our Lady of Grace Center.   Our guest 

speaker is Fr. Joe Staudt who will speak on the Tridium. 

The event will run from 9:30 to 2:30 and include Mass, 

coffee, Lunch and a time for prayer.  The cost is $55pp. 

Contact   Pat Hurleigh.    516 741-2558 or Terry 

Pinkava.  516 241-8848 

 

JUNIOR CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  

 The active duty military received the care packages 

from our JCDA collection and were very grateful 

(picture).  

 During this season of Lent, this Friday, March 1st we 

are invited to assist Deacon Jerry with the Stations of 



the Cross at 7:00 PM in the church. Please wear your 

JCDA shirt with black pants/legging 

 On Sunday, March 3rd we are invited to participate in 

the Mineola St.Patrick’s Day Parade. We will meet at 

12:30PM in the parking lot by the Supreme Court 

building on County Seat Drive south of Old Country Rd. 

Wear your JCDA shirt or sweatshirt and black pants/ 

leggings. You can also wear any green accessories to 

the parade to show your Irish spirit. 

 Our next meeting is Sunday March 10th, at 9:00am in 

the convent where we will be assembling Easter 

Baskets for the Parish Outreach. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS COURT 

#1577 

FATHER TULLEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AND JOAN P. 

FOY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

All children of St. Aidan Parish, whether they attend public 

or private school, are eligible to apply for the Father Tulley 

Memorial Scholarship and the Joan P. Foy Memorial 

Scholarship.  Applicants must meet the following 

requirements:   

 Student must have taken the TACH Test in October or 

November of 2023. 

 Student must have been accepted and plan to attend a 

Catholic High School in September of 2024 and must 

not have received a full tuition scholarship to said 

school. 

 Families must be registered parishioners of St. Aidan 

Parish. 

 Students who attend St. Aidan School will receive an 

application from the principal or their homeroom 

teacher.  All other interested students please contact 

the Court Education Chairperson at (516) 747-1579 for 

an application and further information. 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 15, 

2024 TO QUALIFY. 

 

NIGHT OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION WITH BISHOP 

ANDRZEJ 

All are welcome to join us on Thursday evening, March 14 , 

for a full turkey dinner followed by our guest speaker, the 

renowned Bishop Andrzej. Court Immaculata #444, 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas from Corpus Christi 

Parish is hosting this  evening of socializing and spirituality. 

The event will be held in Fitzgerald Hall at Corpus Christi. 

The cost is $30. Please bring a beverage of your choice. For 

reservations or more information please call Patsy Gavin at 

516-741-8095.  

 

LEGION OF MARY CAUSE OF OUR JOY PRAESIDIUM 

Meetings in the Convent Ivory Room every Wednesday 

throughout the year at 7pm or call Lisa at 516.857.7664 for 

details on getting connected via zoom. All are welcome.  

Can’t make weekly meetings? Become an auxiliary member. 

Call Ellen at 516.567.9816 for details. 

Home Visitation Program of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of 

Our Lady of Fatima. The Legion of Mary will bring the 

Pilgrim Statue to your home if you call Joe at 917.576.6589. 

Wouldn’t you like to have her statue in your home?  Do you 

know a home bound person who would appreciate a visit 

or call? Contact Eileen at 516.816.9504 to schedule a 

convenient time. Follow us online at staidanlom.com 

 

HGL THE FIRE OF HIS LOVE PRAYER COMMUNITY  

HGL The Fire of His Love prayer community is a ministry of 

deepening our relationship with Jesus and through Him 

interceding for our Church, our families and the world. We 

meet at 7pm each Monday in the Convent yellow room. All 

are welcome. *For more information you can find it at 

Hisglobalove.org.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Corpus Christi Council #2502.  186 Jericho Turnpike 

Mineola N.Y.  We are Looking for a Few Good Catholic Men 

to Join Us.  The Knights of Columbus’ principles of Charity, 

Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism serve as a basis of the 

Order’s core values which are Integrity, Professionalism, 

Excellence, and Respect Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney, 

who’s our founder started this organization in 1882, at St. 

Mary’s parish, New Haven, CT.  He was a genuine pastor 

who, in the words of Pope Francis, was unafraid to share, 

“the smell of the sheep.” He promoted families whose 

members were strong in their faith expressed through 

generous following the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy. In a decree read at the beatification Mass.  All 

interested people looking to join our organization can 

contact us.  Contact :  Mike Curley, Chancellor, (917) 420-

4934. 

 

THE UNITED HEARTS OF JESUS & MARY PRAYER 

GROUP 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and consecration to 

Jesus and Mary.  For more information, please contact 

Tecky at (516) 655-9755.  The next gathering is Thursday, 

March 21, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the church and then on the 

last Thursday of the month. April 25, May30. 

 



INVITATION TO JOIN 

The Sisters of Charity served in St. Aidan’s parish for many 

years. Their charism of charity touches many of us. I am 

part of a group that meets monthly to pray, socialize and 

learn about the start of the Sisters of Charity as well as 

their history. We pray with each other as well as some of 

the Sisters. We meet on Sunday afternoons in the convent. 

If you feel that you too share that charism of charity where 

you live and work or have an interest in learning more, 

please call or send an email to Ann 

Masters amasters1966@gmail.com 

 

ST. AIDAN RESPECT LIFE GROUP  

If you are in any way unfamiliar with the Respect Life/Pro 

Life message, or just want to show support, please stop by 

and join a meeting of The RESPECT LIFE GROUP. We will 

have our next meeting on Wednesday, March 6th at 7pm, in 

the Piano Room of the Convent.  Our group operates under 

the Diocesan Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics.  

This office enunciates and promotes the principle that 

human life, at all stages from conception to natural death, is 

a gift from God, worthy of respect and protection. This 

ministry encompasses prayer, education, advocacy, and 

care & services. More information about the office can be 

found at the Diocesan web site at www.drvclife.org. The 

group is meeting with the purpose of promoting pro-life 

activities through prayer, educational opportunities, and 

raising funds for pro-life efforts and new mothers.  Please 

contact Anne Marie Egan if you are interested in joining.  

elamjoe@aol.com   516-873-8320.. 

 

CREATING DIALOGUE ON ABORTION TO REACH 

HEARTS AND MINDS 

Sometimes pro-lifers find themselves wrestling to find the 

right words to respond when a friend, coworker, family 

member or stranger brings up the sensitive topic of 

abortion. The LI Coalition for Life invites you to this 

interactive workshop to learn how to have a constructive 

conversation on abortion.  Presented by Steve Wagner, 

Executive Director of Justice For All, who has been 

engaging abortion-choice advocates and training pro-lifers 

for more than 20 years.  SATURDAY MARCH 9th, 2024, 

Sons of Italy Hall, 2075 Deer Park Ave., Deer Park. 

 Part I: 9:00AM - Noon (Check-in 8:45AM); 

 Pizza lunch Noon - 12:45PM (no charge for 

participants); 

 Part II: 1:00PM - 3:00PM (Check-in 12:45PM). 

Attend either one or both sessions (different content). 

No admission fee. Freewill donation at the event ($10 or 

any amount) to support the LICL. Registration preferred 

(for food & materials planning) - contact: 

Justice For All LICL link: www.jfaweb.org/2024/03-09-ny; 

or LICL: www.prolifeLI.org or info@prolifeLI.org or 631-

243-1435 (speak clearly).  The preborn babies need your 

voice! 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

‘That Christians inspired by the Word of God May Serve the 

Poor & Suffering!” – Pope Francis. 

 Food items needed:  GRAPE JELLY, OIL, COOKIES, 

PAPER TOWELS, TOILET TISSUE, APPLE JUICE, 

PEANUT BUTTER, BALSAMIC SALAD DRESSING AND 

INSTANT COFFEE.  Please bring all non-perishable 

food/ personal hygiene items to the Parish Social 

Ministry office or to our new food box which is located 

near the St. Vincent de Paul clothing box.    Please do 

not leave anything in the food box which requires 

refrigeration or any frozen food items. 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Our Prayer Shawl 

Ministry meets the second and fourth Monday of each 

month at 9:45 am in the Dorothy Day room of the 

Finamore Center to knit or crochet prayer shawls or 

lap blankets for our sick and homebound parishioners.    

If you know of someone who could benefit from 

receiving one of these blessed shawls, please contact 

our office.   New members are always welcome.  You 

need not know how to knit or crochet.  We have 

talented parishioners who can teach you.  The 

meetings for March will take place on Monday,  March 

11th & March 25th   Please use the side entrance to the 

upper school building located on Dover Street (the 

entrance is across the street from the Bishop’s office. If 

you have any question please call Parish Social 

Ministry 746-6585, ext. 410.  

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Social Ministry office hours are 

Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 pm.   

 

WINTER COAT AND JACKET COLLECTION 

Spread the warmth. It is that time again.  We are collecting 

new and gently used coats for men, women, and children.  

Please donate a coat or a jacket to help the soup kitchen. 

There is a ‘WINTER COAT DRIVE’ box on Dover Street, 

beside the Social Ministry entrance, near the St. Vincent de 

Paul Box.  If you have any questions, please call Tecky at 

(516) 655-9755. Coats and jackets will be collected until 

March. 

 



ST. AIDAN’S PRE-CANA PROGRAM  

St. Aidan’s Foccus & Pre-Cana program consists of a 

FOCCUS Pre-Marriage Inventory and a ONE DAY parish 

program that is held on Saturday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM.  

FOCCUS stands for Facilitating Open Couple 

Communication Understanding and Study.  The FOCCUS 

and Pre-Cana Class Fee is a total of $125.00 payable to: 

Church of St. Aidan 

 Winter 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun March 10, 

2024 at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: March 

16, 2024 from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing Mass: Sat 

March 16, 2024 at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

 Spring 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun June 2, 2024 

at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: June 8, 2024 

from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing Mass: Sat June 8, 2024 

at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

 Fall 2024 Classes.  Opening Mass: Sun November 3, 

2024 at 12 Noon – 2:15pm.  Pre Cana Class: Sat: 

November 9, 2024 from 8:30am – 4:45pm.  Closing 

Mass: Sat November 9, 2024 at 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

To Register call St Aidan Parish Rectory Office (516) 746-

6585.  The St. Aidan Moderator is Deacon Rudy Martin: 

Email: Dcrudy@Staidanparish.org.  if you cannot make any 

of these dates you can attend a course facilitated by the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre.  Contact 678-5800 ext. 223 or 

go on-line to register at www.drvc-faith.org. Click on 

“Marriage.  Scroll down to find Marriage Preparation and 

FOCCUS on line registration. 

 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER  

Do you need to fulfill your Marriage Prep Requirement?  

Engaged Encounter is an effective PreCana program 

designed to provide you with the tools for a successful 

marriage.  Visit longisland. Engaged encounter.com for 

information and registration.  

 

BECAUSE NO MARRIAGE IS BEYOND HOPE… 

A marriage-saving program here in the New York/

Metropolitan Area. 

· Is your marriage tearing you apart? 

· Do you feel hurt and angry? 

· Does talking make it worse? 

· Thought of leaving or divorce? 

· Is your marriage heading in the wrong direction? 

Retrouvaille can help.  For more information: 1-800-470-

2230 HelpOurMarriage.org.  Retrouvaille is a practical 

program for married couples facing difficult challenges.  It 

is not a marriage retreat, or counseling. You will not be 

asked to share the personal details of your story.  

Retrouvaille is different; it’s a way to improve your 

communication, help you reconnect, and build a healthy, 

happier, stronger marriage.  Catholic in origin, couples of 

all faiths, or no faith background, are welcome to attend. 

We are a Christian Peer Ministry offering tens of thousands 

of marriages hope in over 160 communities world-wide. 

 

WIDOWS / WIDOWERS SOCIAL GROUP 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 

PM - 3 PM in St. Joseph's Church, Franklin Ave. & Fifth 

Street, Garden City.  Non-denominational.  All are Welcome!  

REFRESHMENTS SERVED, $3 PER MEETING.  For 

additional information, feel free to call Diana (516) 481-

9280. 

 

SPIRITUALITY FOR SINGLES  

March 2024 Singles Gathering on Saturday, March 2, 2024, 

8:30PM.  St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Ave., Williston Park, 

NY, 11596.  Our March Gathering will feature our final 

Game Night for this season.  As we did last game night, we 

will have a selection of games, 

and we also encourage attendees to bring their own 

favorites as well.  Ages 40+; $10.00 donation - snacks, pizza 

and beverages will be served.  Contact: Ray (516) 561-6994 

or spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com 

 

OPEN HOUSE  

Corpus Christi Council #2502 of the Knights of Columbus 

will have an Open House at the Council Hall (186 Jericho 

Tpke., Mineola) beginning at 12:00 noon during the St. 

Patrick Parade on Sunday, March 3rd.  There will be food 

and beverages at reasonable prices available as well as live 

entertainment.  Why not join us for a Grand 

Celebration.  FREE Admission. 

  

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED ST. AIDAN CHURCH & 

SCHOOL IN YOUR WILL OR ESTATE PLAN?   

Your parish means so much to you, from the friendships 

you’ve made to the faith enrichment you’ve received. As a 

faithful parishioner you have assisted in the Lord’s work by 

helping to build our faith community.  Your stewardship 

over the years is commendable and much appreciated.  

Kindly remember St. Aidan in your Will or Estate Plan? 

 

RECONNECT TO YOUR FAITH! 

Thomas Berry Place (the former Bishop Molloy Retreat 

House in Jamaica Estates) invites you to join us over the 

coming months to “Reconnect to your Faith!” Join us for our 

Days and Evenings of Prayer, Men’s Lenten Retreat, 



Dinners with Passion, Holy Week Retreat and more! For 

information, give us a call at 929-357-6700 or log on to our 

website, www.ThomasBerryPlace.org – and be sure to sign 

up to receive our e-newsletter! We hope you’ll join us!  

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN A CATHOLIC GROUP 

The Columbiettes, from Corpus Christi Council 2502, 

invite  you to join our group.  We are Catholic women, 18 

years and over.  We meet at the Knights of Columbus Hall 

at 186  Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, NY.  RSVP to Ruth Ann at 

516-317-6356 

 

ST. PATRICK DINNER-DANCE  

Corpus Christi Council #2502 will hold its annual St Patrick 

Dinner-Dance on Saturday, March 9th from 7:30 – 11:30 

pm at the Council Hall (186 Jericho Tpke, 

Mineola).  Admission includes:  full dinner (Corned Beef & 

Cabbage, Shepherd’s Pie, beer, wine, soda, (Irish) coffee, 

tea, dessert), cash bar available, live band, Irish Step 

Dancers.  Admission $ 75 per person.  For reservations (by 

March 3rd) contact Chairman Jim Corrigan at email -

 KofCJim2502@gmail.com  or via text/voicemail to (516) 

282-6774. 

 

BUS TRIP TO WIND CREEK CASINO, BETHLEHEM, PA 

Hosted by the Joseph Barry Columbiettes.  When: Tuesday, 

March 19, 2024.  Cost: $55 per person, which includes the 

driver’s tip.  Give back: $35 slot play.  Time: Please arrive at 

8:30 am.  Return approx. 8:30 pm.  Parking: # 999 So. 

Oyster Bay Road (dead end).  Reservations: call Barbara at 

(516) 935-5576.  Please make checks payable to “Joseph 

Barry Columbiettes.’  The first to pay is the first on the bus.  

  

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.  PLEASE GET ALL 

COMPLETED SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS TO ME NO 

LATER THAN  MARCH1,2024.  PLEASE CALL OR TEXT ME 

FOR ADDRESS. DIANNE KARL   516-778-0006 EDUCATION 

CHAIR - UNIT 144 

Are you the son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, great 

grandson or granddaughter of a Veteran who served in the 

Military or is presently serving? American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 144 has scholarship applications available.  

Applications can be picked up at the Williston Park Library 

or please contact Dianne Karl.  For the website to download 

the applications. Email dianneli @optimum.net or call 516-

778-0006.  Please call if you have any questions.  Note: Our 

unit has had scholarship winners for the past 10 years. 

 

THE WILLISTON PARK FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

PRESENTS 

A Spring Songfest With Guest Artist Roberta Fabiano.  Join 

us for an afternoon of fun featuring Irish, Italian and other 

Springtime musical favorites March 24 at 2 pm, Williston 

Park Village Hall Assembly Room, 3rd Floor (enter through 

the rear door).  Free of Charge – Raffle-Light Refreshments 

 

THE HERRICKS COMMUNITY FUND 26TH ANNUAL 

DINNER DANCE 

You are Cordially Invited to Attend The Herricks 

Community Fund 26th Annual Dinner Dance on Thursday, 

March 14th, 2024 from 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM.  The Inn at 

New Hyde Park, 214 Jericho Turnpike, New Hyde Park, NY 

11040.  $70 per person.  Includes Unlimited Beer, Wine & 

Soda.  RSVP - 516 742-1926 

 

FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM WWW.CFFOR.ORG 

Some Concerns Communicated in the USCCB’s Report on 

the State of Religious Liberty in the United States Have 

Already Been Validated 

The bishop’s report, issued on Jan. 16, 2024, looked at 

many areas of possible problems for 1st Amendment 

religious freedom going forward and the effects which 

could reach to Catholics and people of every faith.  In 

recent news are examples of their apprehensions becoming 

reality. 

Feb. 11, 2024:  An armed person entered Lakewood Church 

in Houston and began firing at worshippers.  The attacker 

was killed by security personnel, but two other people 

were shot, including the attacker’s son. 

Feb. 15, 2024:  A statue of the Blessed Mother holding the 

Infant Jesus was vandalized with what looks like hammer 

blows to the face.  The statue stands at the Washington D.C. 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception.   

Feb. 19, 2024:  At the National Shrine of St. John Neumann 

in Philadelphia there are stained glass windows with 

scenes from the saint’s life.  Three of the windows had 

panes shattered by rocks and stones thrown from outside 

per the security cameras.   

Feb. 25, 2024:  A letter from the St. Thomas More Legal 

Society, which is defending pro-life activist, Lauren Handy, 

advises that Lauren, who has been convicted of an offense 

under the FACE Act, will be sentenced on May 14 and could 

be sent to prison for 11 years.  The bishops’ report explains 

that the FACE Act was intended to protect abortion 

facilities, churches and pro-life clinics but has never been 



used except to charge pro-life demonstrators and sentence 

them to extreme penalties for peaceful, non-violent actions. 

The bishops’ report discusses many areas where religious 

freedom has been diminished and other impending 

government mandates that would greatly damage every 

American’s ability to practice their faith.  The charism of 

the laity is to bring these issues into the public square and 

stand for the morality which our founders knew was the 

only sure protection of our liberties. 

Connect with the USCCB’s Committee for Religious Liberty 

to receive Action Alerts and the latest updates on current 

religious freedom issues.     http://tinyurl.com/4brtsyjt.  

Read more:  http://tinyurl.com/bdhk3nbs.  http://

tinyurl.com/2ey4jp9v.  http://tinyurl.com/4secd73.  

http://tinyurl.com/2kxx2zsw 

“Those who deny religious freedom seek to end the 

influence of faith and morals in our society.  As Catholics, 

our actions must make it clear, we will not surrender our 

religious liberty.” - William F. Murphy, Bishop-Emeritus; 

Diocese of Rockville Centre 

 

LITURGY COLUMN  

As noted last week, one Mass each Sunday for three weeks 

will have a different Gospel than those called for in the Year 

B schedule of readings. This will be at the OCIA dismissal 

Masses. They are chosen, not because the other Gospels are 

lacking anything, but because St. John’s Gospel is different. 

He paints a different picture of Jesus that shows us His 

human nature in a more detail as he writes much longer 

narratives describing how Jesus interacts with others. As I 

said last week, St. John never names himself, but refers to 

the author of this Gospel as the one whom Jesus loved, 

stressing their relationship because the relationship is 

more important than John’s identity. It is all based upon 

love, and we see it in the readings at the OCIA Masses, and 

that is why some of us will hear the same three Gospels 

from Year A during Lent each year. 

The special reading for this Sunday is Jn 4:5-42. If you are 

at the OCIA Mass, listen carefully. If not, go home and read 

it, and try to see all the nuances of just what is happening. It 

is the story of the Samaritan woman at the well. It shows 

Jesus doing things that would be anathema for a good 

observant orthodox Jew. It is the middle of the day. He is in 

a Samaritan town, and He is alone and talking to a woman 

with a poor reputation. The other Gospels often show us 

Jesus breaking one rule at a time; He talks about a good 

Samaritan (and a not so good Levite, or priest, in the same 

story), He heals a heathen Centurian’s servant, He touches a 

leper. All these would raise hackles, but they’re one at a 

time. At the well, there are many no-nos. He shouldn’t be 

alone with a woman He didn’t know, and a Samaritan, to 

boot. And why is she at the well at midday? Any respectable 

woman would be there early in the morning to draw water 

for the family to start the day. She’s late, because she is an 

outcast, and Jesus knows it, both due to the circumstances 

and also, because as He tells her, He knows what she has 

been doing with her life. She wonders why He, as a Jew is 

talking to her at all. She knows the difference between 

Jewish and Samaritan teachings. So does He, but He is 

teaching her, nonetheless, before she realizes it. He asks for 

water, but then offers her water gushing up to eternal life. 

This intrigues her. She has to learn more about this strange 

Jewish man. He proves that He is Someone special by telling 

her to get her husband, and she replies that she doesn’t 

have one. His reply goes directly to the center of her life: 

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have 

had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 

husband.” And she recognizes Him as a prophet. Their 

conversation, and her conversion, get deeper. She knows 

that a Messiah is to come. And He replies “I am He.” This is 

something His own disciples don’t yet know. Just at that 

moment, they come back into the story, and are, of course, 

surprised to see Him speaking to this Samaritan woman, 

two no-nos at once! She immediately leaves without the 

water jar she came with, totally forgetting what she was 

there for. Why? Because in this brief conversation, He has 

totally changed her life. And what does she do? She does 

exactly what we are told to do at the end of Mass: go out 

and share the Good News. She is the first missionary. And 

her testimony, and the change in her, are so compelling that 

many of the people in that Samaritan town believed in Him, 

of Whom she suggested “He cannot be the Messiah, can 

he?” What a claim to make, and how dramatic a conversion, 

from adulteress to missionary, and almost a prophet! And 

because of her testimony many more came out to see Him, 

and listen to Him as He stayed for two more days with the 

result that “we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 

and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” She 

was a good successful missionary. 

The conversation between Jesus and the woman is much 

longer and more involved than what we see in the other 

Gospels. But look at the results. It is the story of what a 

deep personal relationship with Jesus can do, and do it very 

quickly, so powerful is His presence in a life. In this case, it 

has led to a missionary and the conversion of the whole 

town, a town and a missionary with everything wrong 

according to standard thinking, but totally changed after a 

relationship with Jesus us established. That is what St. John 

is all about. And that is why we hear this reading for the 

first OCIA dismissal Mass.  



ONGOING COMMUNICATION: Please 

visit our webpages at staidanparish.org/ff 

for updates throughout the school year. 

 

OFFICE HOURS: The office is open on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 

from 2PM to 7PM, Thursdays by 

appointment only, and closed on Fridays. 

 

TRANSFERRING FAMILIES:  Parents 

should call the Faith Formation Office at 

(516) 746-6585 x405 as soon as possible.  

Baptismal certificates are required for all 

transferring students.  Transfer students 

grade 2 and up must also submit a Letter 

of Transfer from the previous Religious 

Education program attended.   

 

HELP US PASS ON THE FAITH IN 2024:  

Thank you to all who volunteered to 

assist in the Faith Formation program.  

We have a great need for substitute 

catechists throughout the program.  

Lesson plans and materials are provided 

for substitute catechists.  Please contact 

the office for more information on x405.  

We need your help. 

 

MULTISENSORY RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION:  The Multisensory Program 

serves children who would benefit from a 

smaller class setting.  This program meets 

on Thursdays.  If you or someone you 

know has a child who may benefit from 

this type of program, please contact the 

Director at (516)746-6585x406 or 

esmith@staidanparish.org.  We are 

always looking for more adult catechists 

and volunteers. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:  The 

Multisensory program is always looking 

for a few dedicated high school teens or 

local college students to make a 

commitment to assist in the program 

during the school year.  No experience is 

necessary.  If you want to learn more, 

please call (516)746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org for more 

information.  Teens must be available on 

Thursday afternoons.  This is a great 

opportunity for any teen who may be 

considering a career in Nursing, Teaching, 

Counseling, Psychology, Social Work, 

Occupational, Speech, or Physical 

Therapies.  Service documentation, 

college recommendation letters, and 

scholarship letters are provided.  Please 

consider joining us for the 2024-2025 

school year. 

 

GRADE 2:  The First Communion Pin 

Mass will be on March 3rd at the 

10:30AM Family Mass.  Pins will be 

distributed during the Mass. 

 

GRADE 7:  Grade 7 students in Year 1 of 

the Confirmation Process are asked to 

attend either the 9AM Mass on Sunday, 

March 10th or the 5PM Mass on Saturday, 

March 16th.  Service Reflections will be 

submitted at the Masses.   

 

OCIA CONGRATULATIONS to our new 

Elect, (those who are not baptized) , and 

to our Candidates, (those validly baptized 

in another Christian denomination or 

baptized Catholics who have not received 

any previous instruction in the Faith).  

The Elect will be baptized and together 

with the Candidates will receive the 

Sacraments of Confirmation and 

Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.  Please keep 

our Elect and Candidates in your prayers 

as they continue their preparation to 

become one with us! 

 

OCIA:  If you or someone you know has 

ever been curious about what the Catholic 

Church believes and teaches; our parish is 

here for you!  Whether you grew up in a 

different religion or not raised in any 

religion, there is a great way to get your 

curiosity satisfied and your questions 

answered.  Please call (516)746-6585 

x406 or email esmith@staidanparish.org. 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION:  Spread the 

word!  An Adult Confirmation class has 

just started for Adult Catholics (18+), who 

have already received the Sacraments of 

Baptism and Holy Communion, but have 

not been confirmed and would like to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

Adult Confirmation will be celebrated in 

May.  Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office at 516-746-6585 x406 or email 

esmith@staidanparish.org.   

 

SUPPORT FAMILY MASS:   Family Mass 

is looking for more adults to assist in 

supervising the young people who 

volunteer each week.  It takes very little 

time and/or training.  Supervising adult 

volunteers can sign up for whatever 

Sunday dates work best with their 

schedules.  If you can help, please contact 

esmith@staidanparish.org.  

 

CONNECTING CHURCH AND HOME:  

CYCLE B READINGS.  If you attend the 

9AM Mass today, a different set of 

readings must be used for OCIA. 

Today is the Third Sunday of Lent.  The 

liturgical color is deep purple.  Today’s 

Gospel, (John 2:13-25), is the story of 

Jesus Cleansing the Temple.  In order to 

understand this story, it is important to 

know a few things about Judaism as it 

was practiced in Jesus’ time.  There were 

three dimensions of Jewish life:  the Law/

Torah, the Temple, which was a work in 

progress for a little over 40 years at the 

time, and of course the oneness of God 

(Monotheism).  The Temple had 

designated areas within it.  One didn’t 

need to be a Jew to enter the outer area.  

Since animal sacrifice was still practiced 

as a symbol of one’s complete loyalty to 

God, this outer area was often busy with 

animals being sold for sacrifice.   Passover 

was an extra busy time so we can easily 

imagine how this outer area must have 

been.  It probably looked like a flea 

market!  Certainly, the overall 

Faith Formation 



atmosphere did not lend itself to the 

solemnity of worship!  The Jesus we see 

in this story is a Jesus with anger; 

however, His anger was righteous anger.  

Jesus wanted the focus to be one that was 

God centered and not totally worldly 

centered.  He drove both those who were 

buying and those who were selling out of 

the Temple.  He must have attracted a 

great deal of attention by making such a 

fuss.  The Jesus we are more familiar is 

patient, kind, sensitive to others, a good 

teacher, and a healer.  This is far different 

from the anger in this story.  Toward the 

end of this gospel, Jesus makes a 

reference to the Temple being destroyed 

and then rebuilt in three days.  Although 

this statement must have been very 

baffling to the disciples, He was referring 

to the Temple of His Body rising from its 

destruction of death in three days!  At the 

very end of the gospel, John tells us that 

people began to believe in Jesus, but Jesus 

would not trust them because he 

understood human nature.  Such a wise 

sentence and one that should catch our 

attention.  It is not by mere words but by 

what is in our hearts, that God treasures 

and values in us.  We can say many things 

but being a true disciple happens first in 

the heart or core of human beings. 

We are three weeks into the Lenten 

journey leading to the celebration of the 

Passion and Death of Jesus followed by 

our rising with Jesus to new life on Easter.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

says, “God shows the power of his love in 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (CCC, 

272) We further hear from the Second 

Vatican Council, “His Resurrection is the 

beginning of God’s bringing forth a whole 

new creation, in which death is 

conquered and all that is not of God 

disappears.” (GS, 39) 

Younger children sometimes find this 

gospel a little scary because they can’t 

picture Jesus as angry.  Even older 

children become confused about Jesus 

and anger.  They associate anger with 

sinfulness, but there is such a thing as 

righteous or justified anger.  There are 

things that should make a faithful 

follower of Jesus angry.  This story is an 

example of such a situation.  Sometimes, 

choosing what is really the right thing to 

do or feel can come at a great price.  Still, 

our sight should be on Jesus.  As Lent 

progresses, children can be encouraged 

to weed out the things in their everyday 

world that disrupts or distorts their 

relationship with Jesus.  Are children 

capable of having a solid relationship 

with Jesus.  O Yes! 

This week, older children may enjoy 

learning more about the actual 

construction of the Temple.  There are 

many accessible outlines and diagrams of 

the Temple.  The event described in this 

gospel took place in the Court of the 

Gentiles.  Remind them about the 

importance of sacred space and the 

reverence that should exist in churches 

and other places of prayer and worship.  

Make the analogy that although neither 

today’s Jewish or Catholic worship uses 

animal sacrifices, at every Mass, we honor 

the sacrifice of Jesus as we gather around 

the altar and celebrate the Eucharist.  Use 

the image of tables from this story.  All of 

us have “tables” in our lives that block our 

access to God.  Some good examples 

would be holding grudges, feeling jealous, 

hanging out with friends 

who are not a good 

influence, wanting to be 

popular at any cost, 

television or the internet 

or greed and selfishness.  

They can draw or write 

about those blocking 

tables and think about 

what Jesus would do 

with the tables.  Ask 

children to make a plan 

to take down the tables 

in their lives that keep 

them from Jesus.  With 

younger children, give 

them a cutout of a paper 

person and talk about 

how our bodies are 

temples and need care.  

What good things can we 

put in our bodies so we 

can be healthy?  Then 

change the word body to 

mind, and finally to heart.  Make up a 

Thank you prayer to God for the gifts of 

our wonderful bodies, minds, and hearts.  

Download an outline of a church.  Ask 

younger children to draw people in the 

church who are doing things that put God 

First.  Explore what these good things 

might be.  Some examples are praying, 

singing, caring for one another, helping 

the poor and the sick, and learning about 

God.  Take younger children into the 

church and point out the things in the 

church that help people focus on God 

such as the statues, stained glass 

windows, and Paschal candle, sacred oils 

etc.  Be prepared to answer their 

questions.  Encourage children to color 

their churches and display them in a 

place of honor.  Use these pictures as a 

reminder of why we go to Mass before 

leaving for Mass next Sunday. 

So, as a family you might ask, “How is 

Lent going?”  It’s good to take a little 

inventory of each family member’s 

comments.  Remember, it’s not too late to 

celebrate this great season of preparation 

and penance.  Plan to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation as a family! 

 

Children’s Worship Materials 
are in the “Children’s Corner” 
in the Church Lobby.  All are 

welcome!  Invite a friend! 

TODAY:  WELCOME to the 
First Communion Pin Mass! 
 
Coming Soon: 
March 10th Girl Scout Sunday 
March 17th Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us!  Wear green! 
 
Please support the Easter Baskets for the Homebound 
project!  Flyers can be found in the lobby.  Thank you! 

   

We welcome your ideas and suggestions.     

Please email us at: 

Faith.Formation@staidanparish.org. 















_______________________ 

STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 

7:00 PM 

_______________________ 

ADORATION 

 

FIRST & THIRD FRIDAY 

1:00 TO 3:00 PM 

_______________________ 

BETHANY RETREAT 

 

FRIDAY MARCH 8 

SATURDAY MARCH 9 

 _______________________ 

PARISH PRAYER 

RETREAT  

 

MONDAY MARCH 11 

TUESDAY MARCH 12 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 13 

 

5:30 PM MASS 

6:00 PM ADORATION 

7:00 PM TALK 

_______________________ 

ST. PATRICK & ST. 

JOSEPH CONCERT 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10 

3:00 PM  

 _______________________ 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY  

1:00 PM  

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

SACRAMENT OF 

RECONCILIATION 

 

EVERY SATURDAY 

12:30 PM—1:30 PM 

4:00—5:00 PM 

 

MONDAY MARCH 25  

2:00—4:00 PM 

6:00—9:00 PM 

 

HOLY THURSDAY 

MARCH 28  

6:00—7:30 PM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY  

MARCH 29 

4:00—5:00 PM 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 

12:30 - 1:00          

4:00—5:00 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

_______________________ 

PALM SUNDAY   

MARCH 24 

 

SATURDAY 

5:00 PM, 7:30 PM 

 

SUNDAY 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM,  

10:30 AM, 12:00 PM,  

5:00 PM 

_______________________ 

HOLY THURSDAY   

MARCH 28 

 

OFFICE OF READINGS & 

MORNING PRAYER  

8:30 AM  & 9:00 AM 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  

7:30 PM 

 

NIGHT PRAYER  

11:45 PM 

_______________________ 

 

 

_______________________ 

GOOD FRIDAY  

MARCH 29 

 

OFFICE OF READINGS & 

MORNING PRAYER  

8:30 AM & 9:00 AM 

 

SEVEN LAST WORDS  

12:00 PM 

 

THE LORD’S PASSION  

3:00 PM 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

7:00 PM 

_______________________ 

HOLY SATURDAY  

MARCH 30 

 

OFFICE OF READINGS & 

MORNING PRAYER  

8:30 AM & 9:00 AM 

 

BLESSING OF FOOD 

12:00 PM 

 

EASTER VIGIL  

7:30 PM 

_______________________ 

EASTER SUNDAY  

MARCH 31 

 

7:30 AM,  

9:00 AM,  

10:30 AM,  

12:00 PM 

1:30 PM 

_______________________ 

St. Aidan 2024  
LENT TO EASTER   

FIRST & THIRD 

FRIDAY 

1:00 TO 3:00 PM 



EASTER FLOWER 
MEMORIALS 2024 

 
Each year, we purchase beautiful Easter flowers and decorations to adorn 
the church in honor of your loved ones.  All Memorials will be in place for 
Easter Masses.  The name of your loved ones will be placed on the flower 
and published in the bulletin.   
 
If you would like to participate in our Easter Flower Memorial, an 
offering of $100 is requested.  Complete and return this form to the 
Rectory office with your donation.  Checks payable to: Church of St. 
Aidan.   For information call (516) 746-6585 x1 
 
INSCRIPTION ________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME:  ________________________________________________________________  
 
TELEPHONE:  __________________  E-MAIL____________________________________ 
 
$100 PER MEMORIAL ENCLOSED   ______CASH  ______CHECK #  
 
PUBLISHED IN THE BULLETIN    ______ YES  ______ NO 
 
 
CHOOSE YOUR MEMORIAL PLANT  
(OFFERING $100) 
  
____ WINDOW KALANCHOE PLANT 
   
____ SANCTUARY AZALEA PLANT 
 
____ SANCTUARY TULIP 
      
____ SANCTUARY EASTER LILY 
 
____ OUR LADY’S SHRINE EASTER LILY 
  
____ ST. JOSEPH SHRINE EASTER LILY 
  
____ ST. THERESA STATUE EASTER LILY 
 
____ ST. ANTHONY STATUE EASTER LILY 
  
____ SACRED HEART CHAPEL EASTER LILY 
 
____ BAPTISMAL FONT EASTER LILY 

 





MARCH 3RD 

THIRD SUNDAY LENT 

 

Reading I Ex 20:1-17  

In those days, God delivered all these 

commandments: “I, the LORD, am your 

God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, that place of slavery. You shall not 

have other gods besides me. You shall 

not carve idols for yourselves in the 

shape of anything in the sky above or on 

the earth below or in the waters beneath 

the earth; you shall not bow down 

before them or worship them. For I, the 

LORD, your God, am a jealous God, 

inflicting punishment for their fathers’ 

wickedness on the children of those who 

hate me, down to the third and fourth 

generation; but bestowing mercy down 

to the thousandth generation on the 

children of those who love me and keep 

my commandments. “You shall not take 

the name of the LORD, your God, in vain. 

For the LORD will not leave unpunished 

the one who takes his name in vain. 

“Remember to keep holy the sabbath 

day. Six days you may labor and do all 

your work, but the seventh day is the 

sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work 

may be done then either by you, or your 

son or daughter, or your male or female 

slave, or your beast, or by the alien who 

lives with you. In six days the LORD 

made the heavens and the earth, the sea 

and all that is in them; but on the 

seventh day he rested. That is why the 

LORD has blessed the sabbath day and 

made it holy. “Honor your father and 

your mother, that you may have a long 

life in the land which the LORD, your 

God, is giving you. You shall not kill. You 

shall not commit adultery. You shall not 

steal. You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. You shall not 

covet your neighbor’s house. You shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his 

male or female slave, nor his ox or ass, 

nor anything else that belongs to him.”  

 

Responsorial Psalm 19 

R. Lord, you have the words of 

everlasting life.  

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

refreshing the soul; The decree of the 

LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to 

the simple.  

R. Lord, you have the words of 

everlasting life.  

The precepts of the LORD are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the command of the 

LORD is clear, enlightening the eye.  

R. Lord, you have the words of 

everlasting life.  

The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring 

forever; the ordinances of the LORD are 

true, all of them just. R. Lord, you have 

the words of everlasting life. They are 

more precious than gold, than a heap of 

purest gold; sweeter also than syrup or 

honey from the comb.  

R. Lord, you have the words of 

everlasting life.  

 

Reading II 1 Cor 1:22-25  

Brothers and sisters: Jews demand signs 

and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 

proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 

but to those who are called, Jews and 

Greeks alike, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than human 

wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength.  

 

Gospel Jn 2:13-25  

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in 

the temple area those who sold oxen, 

sheep, and doves, as well as the money 

changers seated there. He made a whip 

out of cords and drove them all out of 

the temple area, with the sheep and 

oxen, and spilled the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables, 

and to those who sold doves he said, 

“Take these out of here, and stop making 

my Father’s house a marketplace.” His 

disciples recalled the words of Scripture, 

Zeal for your house will consume me. At 

this the Jews answered and said to him, 

“What sign can you show us for doing 

this?” Jesus answered and said to them, 

“Destroy this temple and in three days I 

will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This 

temple has been under construction for 

forty-six years, and you will raise it up in 

three days?” But he was speaking about 

the temple of his body. Therefore, when 

he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said 

this, and they came to believe the 

Scripture and the word Jesus had 

spoken. While he was in Jerusalem for 

the feast of Passover, many began to 

believe in his name when they saw the 

signs he was doing. But Jesus would not 

trust himself to them because he knew 

them all, and did not need anyone to 

testify about human nature. He himself 

understood it well.  

 

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible. I believe in one 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son 

of God, born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father; through 

him all things were made. For us men 

and for our salvation he came down 

from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 

incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 

suffered death and was buried, and rose 

again on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead and his 

kingdom will have no end. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. I believe in one, 

holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 

confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen.  








