
St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor 

pastorchapelpoint@yahoo.com 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday- Friday  

 
Emily Vara -  Director of Religious Education 

Email: ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com  

 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 

 

Archbishop Neale School  

Linda Bourne - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

 

 

The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.    Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 

confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 
are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for active parishioners in the new section at the base of the hill. Catholic 

Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do not have an 

adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for Catholic 
Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized attend baptism classes which are offered the first Saturday 

of February, April, June, August, October and December. Please email or call Fr. Clifford to register for the class. 
Consider doing so, before your child is born.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 



 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 
                                                                    December 8, 2019 

, 2019 

                “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” 

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 8 – 9:00 a.m. – Pat Swann + 

Sunday, December 8 – 11:15 a.m. – Victor Pocaro + 

 

Awake to the wonder of God or asleep on the sofa of life  It is natural enough that many of our fondest memories of 

Christmas are from our childhoods. We are wide eyed and amazed at many things. I remember a Mexican boys choir 

singing at little St. Bede's church in Williamsburg. They spoke Spanish and sang in Latin, all wearing red choir robes and 
just being amazing because they had travelled so far for Christmas. Then there was the food, poppyseed and nut rolls 

made from old Tyrolian recipes.  There were of course presents especially from my paternal grandmother, but I cannot 

remember presents like I can cookies and yule logs, or tree cutting expeditions.  There is a point however where the 
material things we see and eat can distort our Christmas experience. Last week Pope Francis addressed  the tendency of 

goods to distract us when we should be fully awake and watching. 

     “One lives for things, no longer knowing what for; one has many goods but no longer does good; houses are 

filled with things but emptied of children. This is the drama of today: houses full of things but empty of children, 

the demographic winter that we are suffering. Time is thrown away for pastimes, but there is no time for God or 

for others. And when you live for things, things are never enough, greed grows and others become obstacles in 

the race and so you end up feeling threatened and, always dissatisfied and angry, you raise the level of hatred. 

“I want more, I want more, I want more...”. We see it today where consumerism reigns: how much violence, 

even verbal violence, how much anger and desire to seek an enemy at all costs! So, while the world is full of 

weapons that cause deaths, we do not realize that we continue to arm our hearts with anger.    

     Jesus wants to awaken us from all this. He does so with a verb: “Stay awake” (Mt 24: 42). “Be careful, 

watch out”. Watching was the work of the sentinel, who watched while remaining awake while everyone else 

slept. To keep watch is not to give in to the sleep that envelops everyone. To be able to keep watch we need to 

have a certain hope: that the night will not always last, that dawn will soon come. It is the same for us: God is 

coming and His light will illuminate even the densest darkness. But it is up to us today to keep watch, to be 

vigilant: to overcome the temptation that the meaning of life is to accumulate – this is a temptation, the meaning 

of life is not to accumulate – it is up to us to unmask the deception that one is happy if one has so many things, 

to resist the dazzling lights of consumption, which will shine everywhere in this month, and to believe that 

prayer and charity are not lost time, but the greatest treasures.” 

 

Second Collection this weekend -  The Retirement Fund for Religious  helps religious 

communities care for senior members—today and tomorrow. Across the United States, 

hundreds of religious communities lack financial resources sufficient to meet the retirement and 

health-care needs of aging members. Lack of Funds Many elder religious worked for years for 

small stipends, leaving a large gap in retirement savings.  At the same time, fewer religious are 

able to serve in compensated ministry.  Rising Costs  Like many Americans, religious 

communities face the monumental challenge of funding eldercare.  Changing Demographics  

By 2029, retired religious are projected to outnumber wage-earners by nearly three to one. 

Please be generous. 

 

 
 



Children’s Christmas Eve Mass Choir Lauren and Nora O’Neil will be leading our 
Children’s Christmas Choir again this year. We will begin rehearsals this Sunday at 
11:15AM for our 5PM Christmas Eve Children’s Choir. If your children would like to be a 
part of it, please come to the Parish Hall right after CCD classes end. We would love to 
have you!  
 

Christmas Memorial Flowers   If you’d like to make a memorial flower donation in honor of a 

loved one, envelopes can be found in the back of the church.  Please be sure to put your name 

and your loved ones name on the envelope for the list that we will have in church at Christmas. 

 

Sincere sympathy  Terri Vaira-James and her family on the passing of her mother, Mercedes 

Vaira this past week. 

 

The Annual Giving Tree Thank you to all who took gift tags from our Giving Tree.  Please 

return your wrapped gift by December 15.  

 

Annual Coat Drive  Please donate new or CLEAN, gently used coats to our coat drive.  We are 

also accepting new hats, gloves and scarves.  There is a need for very large coats as well.  A 

container is in the back of the church for donations.   

 

Safenights Update   THANK YOU FOR THE TREMENDOUS SHOWING OF SUPPORT 

FROM OUR PARISH with a large turnout of volunteers for the planning meetings and the 

generous financial donations.  This week’s needs are on a list in the back of the church for 

the many who still want to help in some way.  Most needs are miscellaneous food items in 

small amounts.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Brenda Canter, Host 

Site Coordinator, at 301-934-8245 ext. 2 or stigoffice@yahoo.com.   

 
‘For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 

and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous  will answer him and say, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ ‘Amen, I say to you, 

whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’   ~Matthew 25   

 

The Annual Charles County Holiday Trail  Take a tour of the Manor House and see the 

beautiful live decorations and enjoy homemade goodies and a cup of warm cider this weekend. 

 

Annual Ladies Advent tea Thank you, Mary-Jo Kamin for hosting the Advent Tea for our 

parish ladies and friends.  A good time was had by all!  
 

Gift Shop will be open on Sunday after the 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Masses. The new 2019 

Christmas ornaments are in!  It depicts the painting behind the altar. 
 

Archbishop Neale Council Knights of Columbus thank Parishioners who donated to our 

annual Tootsie Roll campaign.  The amount of $429.83 collected; go directly to agencies and 

programs here in Charles County serving persons with intellectual disabilities. For additional 

info, contact Gus Tolson at 301.932.0330. 



Religious Education:.  We do have class this Sunday, Dec 8, our Advent Prayer Service. There is a box in the Hall for any 
SafeNights donations to be dropped off.  Due to a scheduling conflict, we will not be having the Christmas babysitting this 
afternoon. If you would like, there will be a similar event next weekend but we will be caroling to the elderly and homebound 
of the parish. Please email me for more information if you would like your children to attend.  
Confirmation: We do have class this weekend, Dec. 8, where your Saint papers and presentations are due. Please don’t forget 
that next Sunday we will be caroling to the elderly and homebound from 1-4PM, followed by Mass at 6PM with Praise and 
Worship music and our Youth Group Christmas Party.  
Youth Group Meeting: Our next Youth Group meeting will be December 15th where we will celebrate with our Christmas 
Party! Bring some cookies or snacks and join us for a night of Christmas trivia, games and fun! We are beginning to narrow 
down ideas for our summer trip so be on the lookout! 
Baptism Class: Our next baptism class will be held on December 11 at 6:30PM. If you are interested in having your child 
baptized at our parish, please contact Emily Vara at ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com 
Office Hours: The Religious Education Office will be open Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM.  Feel free to come in, call or email any 
time! 

 

Wayside Food Bank November Report  On Saturday, November 16,  WFB served 35 

families; which represents 88 adults, 6 teens, and 21 children, for a total of 115 individuals 

served.  Turkey breasts were given to each family or single and were very much appreciated.  A 

special thanks to Terry Burch, who donated farm fresh eggs.   Thanks to Archbishop Neale 

School, that held a food drive and collected hundreds of pounds of food that was delivered with 

the coordination of Carol Cippolone in time for distribution day.  There are so many people and 

organizations that we are thankful for this year, and so many more who quietly and faithfully 

send checks of support.  THANK YOU!!  Wayside Food Bank is in need of a shopper ASAP.  

It is a once a month job of getting supplies we can’t get from So. Md. Food Bank.  The 

task is shared with two other people.  If you are interested in becoming involved with 

Wayside Food Bank as a shopper, please contact Dianne Lyon.  Our next distribution day is 

Saturday, December 21, with stocking on Wed., Dec. 18.  If you can help, please contact 

Dianne Lyon at d.e.lyon@comcast.net. 

Ignatian Weekend Retreats   January 3-5 (Men); January 10-12 (Men); January 24-26 (Men and Women);Fee: $245;  
$195 for first time retreatants And young adults (Under 30).  Loyola Saintly Tea- December 15, 2019; 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

Fee: $25;    Loyola on the Potomac - A Jesuit Retreat House, P.O. Box 99270 Loyola Retreat Rd., Faulkner, 

MD  20632  www.loyolaonthepotomoac.com  (301) 392-0819. 

 

Christmas Giving  - Christmas Collection- Just a reminder, the Christmas collection is 

exempt from the Archdiocesan tax.  Donations given in the Christmas Collection envelopes or 

clearly marked as Christmas Collection between now and the end of the year, will be recorded 

as part of the Christmas collection.  These funds will go to our regular operating budget.  

 

Second Collection on Christmas- Last week’s bulletin contained a letter from Fr. Clifford 

setting out the goals of our exterior preservation project Restore and Renew.  In the new  year, 

we will have a parish meeting and begin broader solicitation of pledges.  In the meantime, we 

will take up a second collection on Christmas for that campaign.  All donations to the second 

collection will be credited to the capital campaign and also free from Archdiocesan tax.  

 

Financial Report:  Weekend of Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 2019:  Offertory $4,882; Renovation $270; 

Votives $23; Green env. $250; Outreach $312;  TOTAL:  $5,737.  Thank you! 

 



 

Advent Resources 2019 
The Word Among Us This booklet available in church contains the daily readings for Advent, 
meditations and several articles. 
Suggested Online free sites 
Find the Perfect Gift https://findtheperfectgift.org/ is a longstanding service of the Archdiocese of 
Washington. It provides daily reflections and suggestions for sharing and developing Christmas 
traditions. Findtheperfectgift.org 
Loyola Press https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent contains 
prayers, activities etc.  
Creighton University Online Ministries provides many links to their various Advent resources. 
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/ 
Ignatian Spirituality – another service of Loyola Press 
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/advent  
Guided prayer videos based on the Sunday Readings. 
Sacred Space is a daily meditation site provided by the Irish Province of the Society of Jesus   
https://www.sacredspace.ie/  
Dynamic Catholic We have used a number of the Christmas book series from Dynamic Catholic  
https://dynamiccatholic.com/daily-reflections 
Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire Advent Reflections We have used a number of Bishop Barron’s 
presentations on Catholicism and Liturgy. This link allows you to sign up to receive daily 
reflections https://adventreflections.com/ 

 
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers: Mike Mandeville, Xavier Bean and family, Marian Melillo, Brian 

Thomason, Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, Traci Renner, Bill Murphy and family, Bobby Terrett, John Abell, Tyler Sage, Dottie 

Gray, Ruth Watson, Pat Anderson, Rose Langley, Cliff Barnes, Skyla Shirriel, Steve and Joann Oliff, Antoine Watson, Victims 

families and survivors of abuse, Douglas Hamnes, Sharon Ryan, The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, John 

Reese,  Frankie Chiorcariello and family, Tim Moore, James Johnson, Shirley Watson, Victoria Liberty, Tamera Scroggins, Becky 

Dement, James J. Nalley, Mr. Johnson, Theresa San Luis, Elaine Gaddis, Butch Hayden, Stacie Hayden. 

 

 

 

ADVENT:  A TIME FOR…… 

 
 


