
St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 

www.chapelpoint.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor 

pastorchapelpoint@yahoo.com 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday- Friday  
 

Emily Vara -  Director of Religious Education 

Email: ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com  

 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 

 

Archbishop Neale School  
Linda Bourne - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

 

 

The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.    Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 

confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 
are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for active parishioners in the new section at the base of the hill. Catholic 

Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do not have an 

adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for Catholic 
Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized attend baptism classes which are offered the first Saturday 

of February, April, June, August, October and December. Please email or call Fr. Clifford to register for the class. 
Consider doing so, before your child is born.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 



 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 
                                                                    December 15, 2019 

, 2019 

                “Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will     prepare your way before you.” 

 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, December 15 – 11:15 a.m. – Maria Hamnes +                               Thursday, December 19 – 8:00 a.m. – Joseph Watson (Happy Birthday) 

Sunday, December 15 – 6:00 p.m. – Mercedes Vaira +                                Friday, December 20 – 8:00 a.m. – Margaret McGuigan + 

Monday, December 16 – 8:00 a.m. – Julian Dyer + 

 

Making room for Christ in Advent   In advent, we not only look to Christ's coming at the end of time, and 

prepare to celebrate his coming in time at Christmas, but we also make our hearts ready to receive Him into our 

hearts. Pope Francis with his devotion to the Blessed Mother, gave an Angelus reflection on her preparation for 

making room for the Lord.  

 Today, we celebrate the solemnity of Mary Immaculate, which is situated in the context of Advent, a time 

of expectation: God will accomplish what He promised. But on today’s feast day we are told that something has 

already been done, in the person and the life of the Virgin Mary. Today we consider the beginning of this 

fulfillment, which is even before the birth of the Mother of the Lord. In fact, her immaculate conception leads us 

to that precise moment in which Mary’s life began to palpitate in her mother’s womb: already there was the 

sanctifying love of God, preserving it from the contagion of evil that is the common inheritance of the human 

family. 

 In today’s Gospel the Angel’s greeting to Mary resounds: “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” (Lk 1,28). God has always thought of her and wanted her, in His inscrutable plan, to be a creature full of 

grace, that is, full of His love. But to be filled it is necessary to make room, to empty oneself, to step aside. Just 

as Mary did, she who knew how to listen to the Word of God and trust totally in His will, accepting it 

unreservedly in her own life. So much so that the Word became flesh in her. This was possible thanks to her 

“yes”. To the Angel who asks her to be ready to become the mother of Jesus, Mary replies: “Behold, I am the 

servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (v. 38). 

 Mary does not lose herself in reasoning, she does not place obstacles in the Lord’s way, but she 

promptly entrusts herself and leaves room for the action of the Holy Spirit. He immediately makes his whole 

being and his personal history available to God, so that the Word and the will of God may shape and bring 

them to fulfillment. Thus, perfectly corresponding to God’s plan for her, Mary becomes the “all beautiful”, the 

“all holy”, but without the slightest shadow of complacency. She is humble. She is a masterpiece, but remaining 

humble, small, poor. In her is reflected the beauty of God Who is all love, grace, gift of self. (Pope Francis 

December 8, 2019). 

 
Children’s Christmas Eve Mass Choir Lauren and Nora O’Neil will be leading our 
Children’s Christmas Choir again this year for our 5PM Christmas Eve Children’s Choir. If 
your children would like to be a part of it, please come to the Parish Hall right after CCD 
classes end. We would love to have you!  
 

Christmas Memorial Flowers   If you’d like to make a memorial flower donation in honor of a 

loved one, envelopes can be found in the back of the church.  Please be sure to put your name 

and your loved ones name on the envelope for the list that we will have in church at Christmas. 

  



The Annual Giving Tree  Please return your wrapped gift by today, December 15.  

 

Advent Penance Service Our annual Advent Penance Service will be held on Tuesday, 

December 17 at 7 p.m. 

 

Annual Coat Drive  Please donate new or CLEAN, gently used coats to our coat drive.  We are 

also accepting new hats, gloves and scarves.  There is a need for very large coats as well.  A 

container is in the back of the church for donations.   

 

Safenights Update   This is the final week before the guests from Safenights stay with us. We 

are in need of two people to help with the meal on Thursday MORNING, December 26.   

We still have a few things left on the donation list in the back of the church for anyone who’d 

like to help.  If you can help or have any questions, please contact Brenda Canter, Host Site 

Coordinator, at 301-934-8245 ext. 2 or stigoffice@yahoo.com.  

  
‘For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous  will answer him and say, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ ‘Amen, I say to you, 

whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’   ~Matthew 25   

 

The Annual Charles County Holiday Trail  Thanks to all who helped make The Charles 

County Holiday Trail a success.  Our greenery cutters; Jaan and Mary Lannisto, Judy LeSage, 

Danny LeSage, Susan Bowen, Patti Faulkner; the hostesses and docents; Mary Simmons, Judy 

LeSage, Sarah Macmillan, James Rather, Gary Vaughan, Carole Stringer; our “baking angel”, 

Karen Carpenter, and those who brought cider:  Nancy Thompson, Mary Kay Peyton, Sharon 

Harley and Sue McCormick; our decorators of the Manor House and outside arrangements:  

Jennie Lewis, Patti Faulkner, Judy LeSage and Brenda Canter. 

 

Religious Education:.  Thank you to all who have donated items so far! It is very much appreciated! 

We do have our Christmas party today during class time where we will be making crafts to go on our CCD tree for the 

SafeNights stay, as well as making cards for those who are hospitalized over the holidays, eating snacks and watching a movie. 

After this weekend, our next class will be on January 5th.  

Confirmation:  Don’t forget that we will be caroling to the elderly and homebound from 1-4PM today, and then you are more 

than welcome to attend the YG Christmas Party! After this weekend, our next class will be on January 5th.  

Youth Group Meeting: Our next Youth Group meeting will be this Sunday, December 15th where we will celebrate with our 

Christmas Party! Bring some cookies or snacks and join us for a night of Christmas trivia, games and fun! We are beginning to 

narrow down ideas for our summer trip so be on the lookout! 

Baptism Class: Our next baptism class will be held in February. If you are interested in having your child baptized at our 

parish, please contact Emily Vara at ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com. 

Office Hours: The Religious Education Office will be open Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM.  Feel free to come in, call or email any 

time! 

 

Gift Shop will be open on Sunday after the 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Masses. The new 2019 

Christmas ornaments are in!  It depicts the painting behind the altar. 
 

Wayside Food Bank  Our next distribution day is Saturday, December 21, with stocking on 

Wed., Dec. 18.  If you can help, please contact Dianne Lyon at d.e.lyon@comcast.net. 



Ignatian Weekend Retreats   January 3-5 (Men); January 10-12 (Men); January 24-26 (Men and Women);Fee: $245;  
$195 for first time retreatants And young adults (Under 30).  Loyola Saintly Tea- December 15, 2019; 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

Fee: $25;    Loyola on the Potomac - A Jesuit Retreat House, P.O. Box 99270 Loyola Retreat Rd., Faulkner, 

MD  20632  www.loyolaonthepotomoac.com  (301) 392-0819. 

 

The Catherine Foundation Baby Bottle results are in.  Thanks to those who donated to the 

Catherine Foundation’s baby bottle fundraiser.  They asked that we thank everyone and ask that 

those who haven’t turned in their bottles to do so as soon as you can.  Our parish total 

collected was:   $963 collected with 13 bottles that were not turned in.  They want to keep 

their costs down, so it’s important to turn them back in, even if they are empty.  Thanks for your 

understanding. 

 

Christmas Giving  - Christmas Collection- Just a reminder, the Christmas collection is 

exempt from the Archdiocesan tax.  Donations given in the Christmas Collection envelopes or 

clearly marked as Christmas Collection between now and the end of the year, will be recorded 

as part of the Christmas collection.  These funds will go to our regular operating budget.  

 

Second Collection on Christmas- Last week’s bulletin contained a letter from Fr. Clifford 

setting out the goals of our exterior preservation project Restore and Renew.  In the new  year, 

we will have a parish meeting and begin broader solicitation of pledges.  In the meantime, we 

will take up a second collection on Christmas for that campaign.  All donations to the second 

collection will be credited to the capital campaign and also free from Archdiocesan tax.  

 

Financial Report:  Weekend of Dec. 7-8, 2019:  Offertory $4,788; Renovation $410; 

Retirement Fund Religious $1,003; Immaculate Conception $1,053; Votives $3; Green env. 

$40; Christmas $975; Flowers $270; Sol. Of Mary $30;  TOTAL:  $8,572. 

 
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers: Mary Jane Zuknick, Vibha Pubbi, Mike Mandeville, Xavier Bean and 

family, Marian Melillo, Brian Thomason, Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, Traci Renner, Bill Murphy and family, Bobby Terrett, John 
Abell, Tyler Sage, Dottie Gray, Ruth Watson, Pat Anderson, Rose Langley, Cliff Barnes, Skyla Shirriel, Steve and Joann Oliff, 

Antoine Watson, Victims families and survivors of abuse, Douglas Hamnes, Sharon Ryan, The staff and residents of assisted living 

and nursing homes, John Reese,  Frankie Chiorcariello and family, Tim Moore, James Johnson, Shirley Watson, Victoria Liberty, 

Tamera Scroggins, Becky Dement, James J. Nalley, Mr. Johnson, Theresa San Luis, Elaine Gaddis, Butch Hayden, Stacie Hayden. 

 

 

 

ADVENT:  A TIME FOR…… 
 
 

 



 
 

Saint Ignatius Church-Chapel Point 

Christmas Masses and Penance Service 2019 
 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 Advent Penance Service with                                                                                                                   

confessions – 7:00 p.m.   

 

Sat., December 21, 2019 5:00 p.m.-Vigil Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Sun., December 22, 2019                    Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 7:30, 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. & 6 p.m.  Mass    

Tues., December 24, 2019 Christmas Eve Masses  

 5:00 p.m. – Children’s Christmas Mass 

 Children’s Choir singing at 4:45 p.m. 

 7:00 p.m. – Vigil Mass 

Midnight Mass – 12 a.m.-caroling at 11:45 p.m. 

 

Wed., December 25, 2019 Christmas Day Mass - 10:00 a.m. ONLY 

 

Sat., December 28, 2019 Feast of The Holy Family-Vigil 5 p.m. 

Sun., December 29, 2019           Feast of the Holy Family 7:30, 9:00 a.m.    

             11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Tues., December 31, 2019 Vigil-Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 5:00 p.m. 

Wed., January 1, 2020 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 (Holy Day of Obligation) Mass 10:00 a.m. 
 


