
St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 

www.chapelpoint.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor 

pastorchapelpoint@yahoo.com 

 

Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday- Friday  

 

Emily Vara -  Director of Religious Education 

Email: ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com  

 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 

 

Archbishop Neale School  

Linda Bourne - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

 

 

The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.    Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 

confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for active parishioners in the new section at the base of the hill. Catholic 

Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do not have an 

adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for Catholic 

Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 

months before the wedding. 

Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized attend baptism classes which are offered the first Saturday 

of February, April, June, August, October and December. Please email or call Fr. Clifford to register for the class. 

Consider doing so, before your child is born.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
                                                                    December 22, 2019 

, 2019 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,                                                                                                                                                               
and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means "God is with us." 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday, December 22 – 7:30 a.m. – Intentions of our guests in the Safenights program and all homeless and needy 

Sunday, December 22 – 11:15 a.m. – The Pocaro/Liberty families 

Tuesday, December 24 – 5:00 p.m. – Julian and Theresa Dyer + 

Thursday, December 26 – 8:00 a.m. – Dennis Vaira + 
 

A Christmas Message from our Pastor, Fr. Tom Clifford   

     There is really only one reason to celebrate Christmas.  That reason is that the only Son of God came into 

our world as a human baby. He did so to raise the dignity of humans by being human; but also to bring past, 

present and future people an unearned invitation to spend eternity with the one and only all loving God.   

 Oh yes, there are numerous heartwarming Christmas traditions in our nations, in our towns in  our ethnic 

groups, in our families and our churches.  Many of those traditions are steeped in Christian faith and can 

rekindle the warmth of our youthful memories. Some practices have wandered far from any remembrance of the 

Christ child or the adult, loving and suffering Jesus. Even without an event to celebrate, joining together to sing 

lively and joyous songs can be uplifting, which can be enjoyed without a bit of belief in Jesus or His mission in 

the world,  One can wander among twinkling lights and store displays while humming Jingle Bells and Rudolf 

the Red Nosed Reindeer surrounded by  shoppers, jostling bags of the latest must have  gadgets, taking pictures 

of giant inflated Santas; all accompanied by the deafening presence of recorded tunes.  There would be no 

question that it was Christmas, or some moment within eight weeks leading up to Christmas.   

 Christmas is so much part of our culture, that even if nobody still believed that we had a loving  

redeeming God,  we will still celebrate some winter gift giving festival for centuries to come. While grandma's 

cookies chased with warm spiced cider may continue to delight young and old, Christmas will be empty without 

one thing; faith in a Christ who is alive in our hearts and families.  Christmas traditions have and will continue 

to evolve as they have.  

 Since Christmas is not just an old folk tradition nor a means helping vendors to finish the year 

profitably; it needs a miraculous mystery ever new and ever now. We hope Christmas will continue to delight 

the young and stir up fond memories for the aging.  If Christmas is for children, those who teach it to children 

must, live faith in loving, supportive, Christian communities throughout the days and weeks of ordinary living.    

 Celebrating Christmas and only Christmas in church, would be like insisting on being married in a 

church but not taking advantage of the church throughout life and wondering how life became empty.  The 

invitation to eternity with God and the opportunity to share together our human and spiritual relation with Jesus 

our brother, must still be accepted, if it is to transform our lives and our world.   

 No church, no religious community in the history of the world has been free of shallow expressions and 

tendencies to be self-serving. It has seldom been clearer that the church depends on God's mercy but also on 

believers constantly reviving and righting that community of faith. We cannot simply enjoy a Christian culture, 

we must breathe life into it, purify it, and build it up in our hearts, our homes, and yes; in our churches.  We are 

the church, and we need to nurture and shape it, just as we do with any living thing.   

 Yes, have a merry Christmas at parties and family meals, but more importantly have a blessed Christmas 

throughout the year.  A blessed, life giving faith, which begins in God's love shown to us, is fed regularly in the 

community of faith, and shared with others in words and deeds.    

 

 
 



Safenights  We are all set to serve as a host site for the Safenights program beginning today, 

December 22 through December 29.  We ask for your prayers for a successful week.   
“..and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn.”  Luke 2:7 

Thank you parish, for making room in your hearts, and the “inn” (parish hall)  this Christmas 

for our needy brothers and sisters. 

 

A Christmas Gift to Our Parish and Friends  Please pick up a copy of Matthew Kelly’s latest 

book; Rediscover the Saints, Twenty Five Questions That Will Change Your Life; in the back of 

the church.   

 

The Catherine Foundation Baby Bottle results are in.  Thanks to those who donated to the 

Catherine Foundation’s baby bottle fundraiser.  They asked that we thank everyone and ask that 

those who haven’t turned in their bottles to do so as soon as you can.  Our parish total 

collected was:  $963 collected with 13 bottles that were not turned in.  They want to keep 

their costs down, so it’s important to turn them back in, even if they are empty.  Thanks for your 

understanding. 

 

Religious Education:.  Thank you to all who have donated items so far! It is very much appreciated! 
Our next class will be on January 5th. We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! 
Confirmation:  Our next class will be on January 5th. We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! 
Youth Group Meeting: Our next Youth Group meeting will be on January 26th! I hope to see you there! 
Baptism Class: Our next baptism class will be held in February. If you are interested in having your child baptized at our 
parish, please contact Emily Vara at ignatiusreligion@yahoo.com 
Office Hours: The Religious Education Office will be open Monday 10AM-4PM.  The office will be closed Tuesday, Dec. 24th-
Jan. 4th in observance of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. We wish you a safe and blessed Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  

 

March For Life: We have 15 tickets for the Annual Mass and March for Life. (We do get floor 

seating for the Mass, which is pretty cool seeing as how thousands of people come and don’t get 

that opportunity!) If you would like to attend, please contact Emily Vara before January 15 so 

we know how many will be attending.  We are required to send the remaining tickets back to 

the Archdiocese, so please email or call Emily if you would like to go!  

 

Gift Shop will be open on Sunday after the 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Masses. The new 2019 

Christmas ornaments are in!  It depicts the painting behind the altar. 

Ignatian Weekend Retreats   January 3-5 (Men); January 10-12 (Men); January 24-26 (Men and Women);Fee: $245;  

$195 for first time retreatants And young adults (Under 30).  Loyola Saintly Tea- December 15, 2019; 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

Fee: $25;    Loyola on the Potomac - A Jesuit Retreat House, P.O. Box 99270 Loyola Retreat Rd., Faulkner, 

MD  20632  www.loyolaonthepotomoac.com  (301) 392-0819. 

St. Catherine’s McConchie will host a Bible study on Saturday, January 11 through February 

29, at 9:00am in St. Catherine's parish hall. We welcome new members! It will be a  "big-

picture" approach to understand the sweep of the whole biblical story. The fee for materials is 

$50. Contact our Rectory at 301-934-9630 to sign up! 

http://www.loyolaonthepotomoac.com/


Christmas Giving  - Christmas Collection- Just a reminder, the Christmas collection is 

exempt from the Archdiocesan tax.  Donations given in the Christmas Collection envelopes or 

clearly marked as Christmas Collection between now and the end of the year, will be recorded 

as part of the Christmas collection.  These funds will go to our regular operating budget.  

 

Second Collection on Christmas  Recently, the bulletin contained a letter from Fr. Clifford 

setting out the goals of our exterior preservation project Restore and Renew.  In the new year, 

we will have a parish meeting and begin broader solicitation of pledges.  In the meantime, we 

will take up a second collection on Christmas for that campaign.  All donations to the 

second collection will be credited to the capital campaign and also free from Archdiocesan 

tax.  

 

Financial Report:  Weekend of Dec. 14-15, 2019:  Offertory $4,970; Renovation $20; Retired 

Religious $518; Votives $30; Immaculate Conception $355; Christmas $260; Memorial flowers 

$1,100; Solemnity of Mary $10;  TOTAL:  $7,263.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers: Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Ms. Pickeral, Irene 

Proctor, Mary Jane Zuknick, Vibha Pubbi, Mike Mandeville, Xavier Bean and family, Marian Melillo, Brian Thomason, Toni 

Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, Traci Renner, Bill Murphy and family, Bobby Terrett, John Abell, Tyler Sage, Dottie Gray, Ruth Watson, 

Pat Anderson, Rose Langley, Cliff Barnes, Skyla Shirriel, Steve and Joann Oliff, Antoine Watson, Victims families and survivors of 

abuse, Douglas Hamnes, Sharon Ryan, The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, John Reese,  Frankie 

Chiorcariello and family, Tim Moore, James Johnson, Shirley Watson, Victoria Liberty, Tamera Scroggins, Becky Dement, James J. 

Nalley, Mr. Johnson, Theresa San Luis, Elaine Gaddis, Butch Hayden, Stacie Hayden. 

 

 
 

Saint Ignatius Church-Chapel Point 

Christmas Masses 2019 
 
Sat., December 21, 2019 5:00 p.m.-Vigil Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Sun., December 22, 2019                     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 7:30, 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m. & 6 p.m.  Mass    

Tues., December 24, 2019 Christmas Eve Masses  

 5:00 p.m. – Children’s Christmas Mass 

 Children’s Choir singing at 4:45 p.m. 

 7:00 p.m. – Vigil Mass 

Midnight Mass – 12 a.m.-caroling at 11:45 p.m. 

 

Wed., December 25, 2019 Christmas Day Mass - 10:00 a.m. ONLY 

 

Sat., December 28, 2019 Feast of The Holy Family-Vigil 5 p.m. 

Sun., December 29, 2019             Feast of the Holy Family 7:30, 9:00 a.m.    

              11:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Tues., December 31, 2019 Vigil-Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 5:00 p.m. 

Wed., January 1, 2020 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

 (Holy Day of Obligation) Mass 10:00 a.m. 

 


