
 St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 

www.chapelpoint.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 

 

Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday- Friday  

 

Coordinator of Religious Education -VACANT 
Email: CliffordT@adw.org  

 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 

 

Archbishop Neale School  

Linda Bourne - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

Public Masses have resumed with 50% capacity limits.  Reservations and Masks are Required 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.    Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 

confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for active parishioners in the new section at the base of the hill. Catholic 

Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do not have an 

adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for Catholic 

Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 

months before the wedding 

. 

Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized attend baptism classes which are offered the first Saturday 

of February, April, June, August, October and December. Please email or call Fr. Clifford to register for the class.  

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 

http://www.chapelpoint.org/
mailto:stigoffice@yahoo.com


 

 

                       Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

July 12, 2020 

, 2019 

 
      “This is why I speak to them in parables, because 

                                                 they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.” 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, July 11 – Thomas James + 

Sunday, July 12 – 9:00 a.m. – Becky Dement + 

Sunday, July 12 – 11:15 a.m. – Doris Simmons + 

Monday, July 13 – 8:00 a.m. – Theresa Dyer + 

Tuesday, July 14 – 8:00 a.m. – Fr. Sal Jordan, S.J.  (Happy Birthday) 
Wednesday, July 15 – 8:00 a.m. – Terrie McClintock + 

 

Supreme Court decisions on religious freedom  Many laws arise from moral convictions about what is right and what is wrong.  

When there is a prevailing moral consensus that is easy such as laws against, intentional killing and theft. They don’t really have 

exemptions just allowance for extenuating circumstances. There are some where a prohibited action has an unintended limitation on 

religions. Prohibition, would have in effect prohibited worship for those religions which require wine for their rituals. The solution 

was give and exemption for such churches to buy wine for sacramental purposes.   

 The Supreme Court case this week regarding the requirement for medical insurance to cover contraception is a difference 

kind of regulation which requires people to do something which they believe is immoral. Governments can and have given exemptions 

from personal mandates which governments see as necessary for the common good. Since the writing of the Constitution pacifists 

have questioned governments’ power to draft people into state militias or federal army where they might have to kill?  There have 

been repeated exemptions from compulsory military service. In World War I, and to a much greater extent in World War II 

conscientious objectors were required to provide some alternative service – even serving as military medics. Given the broad 

opposition to the Vietnam War the rules allowing conscientious objection were expanded.  The idea of conscientious exemption to the 

draft is popular, the question of who should have one has been problematic. During World War II draft boards tended to give 

conscientious objector status to Quakers, and other religious denominations which held that all wars are immoral. An individual 

Catholic, arguing for exemption had a much more difficult time, since most Catholics were not pacifists. During the Vietnam era, 

individual exemptions were possible for deeply held individual beliefs, because the individual had to show that he consistently 

followed the belief he asserted to gain the objection.   

 In this week’s case of exemptions for the religious organizations and believers from paying premiums for contraceptives, 

turned on a very narrow technical question and was decided by an ideologically mixed 7-2 majority. The Affordable Care Act as 

passed by Congress did not include mandated coverage for contraceptives. It mandated free preventative care and allowed the further 

definitions of that care to be specified in rules from the Secretary of HHS.  The rules when promulgated included a mandate to cover 

contraceptives. There was a religious conscience exemption but only for houses of worship. A parish would not have to provide 

contraceptive coverage but a school or social service center would have to pay.   

 After a series of injunctions and cases the Supreme Court had not produced a permanent solution acceptable to the Little 

Sisters of the Poor who had to provide coverage for their employees.  In October of 2018, the Secretary of Health and Human Service 

– resorted to the obvious legal course. If the mandate was created by a previous Secretary, it could be changed by the new one.  The 

new rule did not eliminate the contraceptive mandate, it broadened the exemptions which included, not only religious non-profits but 

also some privately held companies.  Why then was this case again before the courts?  Those who wanted coverage for contraception 

to be required, did not approve of the broader exemption argued that the executive order was illegal.  This week’s decision was 7-2, 

largely because it simply upheld the power of HHS to change the rule – and that it had done so using proper procedures, in accord 

with the ACA as passed by Congress.  The expansion of the exemption to non-religious corporations with religious objections, was 

new ground and provides greater legal protections to believers with seriously held objections. It is likely that courts will find 

themselves embroiled in cases about the sincerity of religiously held objections, just as they with draft exemptions.  I am sure we have 

not heard the last if this question. 

  The other major case this week involving religion seems to give very broad exemption to religious Schools and parishes in 

regard to employee protections even from age, and health discrimination. More on that next week. 

 
 

 
 



THIS WEEK!  Not to late to register!  Vacation Bible School July 13-17  Given the 

constraints on face to face gatherings and given that some parents would not feel comfortable 

sending their children to a group camp this summer, St. Ignatius will be offering an online 

Vacation Bible School. Sarah MacMillan will be running VBS this year.  Attached to the 

bulletin is a flyer.  We will be adding a revived VBS section on our webpage as well. 

 

Mass Missals are available in the back of church.  Since we are unable to have books, flyers or 

any paper in the pews of the church, we will still be receiving our regular subscription of the 

pew missals.  Rather than recycle them, if you’d like to have one to take home and bring back 

and forth with you to Mass each week, we have them in the back of the church.  PLEASE 

DO NOT LEAVE THEM IN THE PEWS.  Take them home with you. 

 

Livestream our Mass St. Ignatius Church will livestream Mass at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings on Facebook.  Go to our Facebook page or reach that page from our website: 

www.chapelpoint.org.   
 

Please take note:  If you have underlying health conditions and are in the at risk category, 

please consider waiting a little longer until things improve more.  The dispensation is still in 

effect for attending Mass. To make a reservation, email: stigoffice@yahoo.com or call 301-

934-8245 ext. 2 and leave a message.  Leave your name, phone number and first and second 

choice of Masses.  Please be patient with the regulations that are required in order to celebrate 

Mass.  You don’t need reservations for daily Mass at 8 a.m. 

 

The bulletin via email  For safety, we cannot put out paper bulletins in the church.  If you’d 

like to receive the weekly bulletin via email, please email Brenda Canter with your name and 

preferred email address at stigoffice@yahoo.com.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  Due to issues in 

sending bulk emails from gmail, we have switched over to sending our bulletin out via 

Flocknotes.  Please look for the bulletin each week in an email from us via Flocknotes, as well 

as other communications from the parish.  Religious Education families are already familiar 

with Flocknotes. 

 

Pamphlets, the Catholic Standard,  and other paper handouts usually found in the back of the 

church have been removed for the time being per the guidelines.  Please do not leave handouts, 

prayer books and devotionals in the back of the church. 

Mark Your Calendars: Sunday, November 22, 2020 Jubilarian Mass  The annual 
Jubilarian Mass honoring couples celebrating milestone-wedding anniversaries will 
take place on Sunday, November 22 at 2:00pm at the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception. To register, couples should contact their parish office by September 
30. For more information, call the Office for Family Life at 301-853-4546 or send an 
email to: visiblesign@adw.org  
 
 
 

mailto:stigoffice@yahoo.com
mailto:visiblesign@adw.org


A Plea from The Catherine Foundation:  Dear Friend of the Catherine Foundation:  We are in 

need of your help to promote our "Virtual" Baby Bottle fundraiser.  This campaign is critical to 

bring in the donations required to provide client services in the wake of COVID-19.  Our goal is 

$35,000.  So far, almost $11,000 has been raised.  The economic fallout from COVID-19 

created an overwhelming demand for our services, especially material  assistance, that depleted 

our inventory of supplies.  And the need for social distancing made it impossible for us to 

conduct public fundraising efforts, such as our traditional Baby Bottle Boomerang. We are 

grateful for your faithful support of our life-saving mission and hope you will help us today by 

sharing our virtual baby bottle campaign link with your parishioners.  

Here is the link: 

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/emergency-relief-for-mothers-and-

children/thecatherinefoundation 

Best Regards, Janet Beck - Outreach Director 

Crab Feast Loyola on the Potomac  Sunday, September 13, 2020 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

ALL YOU CAN EAT CRABS, fried chicken, hamburgers,  hotdogs, corn on the cob, coleslaw 

potato salad, watermelon  and our fabulous homemade Loyola cookies. Early Bird Adult tickets 

$50. ($65 after September 1) Children 7-12 $35, 6 and under free. Contact: Alice Case (301) 

392-0819 alice.case@loyolaretreat.org  Purchase tickets online at: 

www.loyolaonthepotomac.com 

On-Line Giving   We now have a fully functional electronic giving link on our webpage:  

www.chapelpoint.org.  You can make donations using your checking account or credit card.  

You can make one time contributions, donations that repeat weekly, every two weeks or 

monthly, whichever you prefer.   If you have an envelope number, please add that to the box 

that asks for it. The giving link can be found on the lower half, on the right side of the home 

page of the website. 

 

If you prefer not to use electronic giving, and are still not comfortable coming back to church, 

please mail in your weekly offering to the parish office.  Do not write offering or donation on 

the envelope- there is no need to create temptation.  The address is 8855 Chapel Point Road, 

Port Tobacco, MD  20677.  You can also drop them in the chute under the guestbook in the 

back of the church. Be sure to turn the handle so the donation drops into the safe inside the 

wooden column. 

 

Restore and Renew  If  you’d like to make a donation or pledge to our Capital Campaign, you 

can give on line or call the office for a pledge card.  All papers have been removed for safety.   

PLEASE - We ask that you write a separate check for donations and pledge payments to 

the “Restore and Renew” capital campaign.  We have a separate account for the 

restoration work. 

 

Collection Report for June 27-28, 2020:  Offertory $4,706; Peter’s Pence $336;  TOTAL:  

$5,042.  July 4-5, 2020:   Offertory $1,873,  TOTAL:  $1,873.  Thank you for your support. 

 

mailto:alice.case@loyolaretreat.org
http://www.loyolaonthepotomac.com/


Please continue to check in by phone on your elderly family, friends and neighbors  that 

are wisely staying at home while things improve with the pandemic. 

 
Please remember the following people in your daily prayers: Peter Dahl, David Dixon, Elizbeth McCarthy, Alice 

Pickett,  Pat Stuart, For those affected by the COVID19 virus, Brenda Pilkerton, Nellie Pearce,  Mary Simmons, Rick 

Simmons,  Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Ms. Pickeral, Irene Proctor, 

Mary Jane Zuknick, Vibha Pubbi, Xavier Bean and family, Brian Thomason, Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, Traci 

Renner, Bobby Terrett, John Abell, Dottie Gray, Ruth Watson, Pat Anderson, Rose Langley, Skyla Shirriel, Steve and 

Joann Oliff, Victims, families and survivors of abuse, Tyler Sage, Douglas Hamnes, Sharon Ryan, The staff and residents 

of assisted living and nursing homes, John Reese,  Frankie Chiorcariello and family, Tim Moore, James Johnson, Shirley 

Watson, Victoria Liberty, Tamera Scroggins, James J. Nalley, Mr. Johnson, Theresa San Luis, Elaine Gaddis, Butch 

Hayden, Stacie Hayden  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


