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Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  
CliffordT@adw.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
Email: ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

 
 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.    Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m.           Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for active parishioners in the new section at the base of the hill. Catholic 

Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do not have an 

adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for Catholic 
Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

May 15, 2022 
 

 

“The One who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” 

              

 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, May 15 – 9:00 a.m. – William Murphy +  

 

 

Aren’t there some young priests to send? Many times since Fr. McCarren slipped on the ice, I have been 

asked, “when are “they” sending you a “young” priest.” It is not unlike questions I was asked when in teaching 

high schools.  Yes we have vocations, some wonderful and capable young men, but nowhere near the number 

needed to provide replacements for those who die or are forced to stop working.  

 After World War II there was an increase in religious vocations unlike any prior period in American 

history.  Many were sons and grandsons of immigrants who brought their faith with them. Novitiate classes of 

30- 50 were common.  In 1959, there were 795 total Jesuits in the Maryland Province. The class that entered the 

Novitiate in that year had 57 members, representing 7% of the Province.  The 8 deaths that year constituted only 

about 1% of the Province. The scholastics- the Jesuits in formation totaled 322, the numbers of priests was 411. 

There was one priest in training for every 1.25 priests. It seemed that youth and growth would be boundless. We 

built a number of formation houses, to deal with the influx. Several of which were closed and sold before I even 

entered in 1972. The members of that post war boom would leave in large numbers, but the persistence of those 

who stayed slowed the effects of the vocation crisis. They lived long productive lives. The classrooms and 

parish Jesuits got greyer, but there still seemed to be enough Jesuits to go around.  My entrance class had 6 

members, two of us have already died, one as a novice and one as a bishop. After 50 years, the two of us remain 

alive and active are still in the younger half of the province, but many people who entered ten years ahead of us 

are also still in active ministry. At the beginning of our last catalog year, there were 633 in the combined U.S. 

East Province.  Given our age profile it is not surprising that 28 of those have already died in the first 8 months 

of the year.  

 We are by inclination optimists, the classes on either side of me had 11 and 12 members. In the late 

1970s, there were several entrance classes with over 20 members. Many thought that the return to that brief 

moment of boom was just around the corner. The declining religious practice in the larger society, the division 

and scandals in the church, certainly make a church centered life more difficult. The attractions of the secular 

world have always been great, but the distractions seem to multiply with amazing speed. The good news is that 

the reforms of the church make it clear that there is a role for many, not just priests and religious in ministry in 

the church, but yes we do need more and younger priests to carry on the ministry to which Christ calls us.  

Many Jesuits come from families of faith who nurtured a mature relationship with God. Some undergo a 

conversion on their own. Either way the numbers are thin.  We can’t manufacture them, we can only guide and 

train those who come to us seeking to serve God.  Perhaps you can point a few our way. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to our first Communicants who joined with us at the table of Holy Communion for 

the first time on Sunday, May 1st.  Join us in celebrating Kyrah Croson, Vincent "Vinny" Cusmano, Mairenn 

Dolan, Piper Hayden, Jackson Lescenski, Robert "Robbie" Linn, Sadie O'Neil, Samuel "Sammy" Posey, Leah 

Sanders, Vivian Shaker, Albert "Albie" Williams, and Rowan Williams.  May they always be filled with the 

love of Christ. 

 

 

 
 



THIS WEEK IN FAITH FORMATION, we're learning about Mary, the Mother of God.  Why do we 

revere Mary?  First, it's important to note the word revere.   As Catholics, we do NOT worship Mary, and also, 

we do NOT pray to Mary.  We only worship and pray to God.  Yet, we recite the Hail Mary and the 

Rosary?  Isn't that praying to her?  While it may seem that way on its face, and indeed, many of us may even 

have been taught using those words, the simple answer is no, and it is an important distinction of which we need 

to be aware.  We only pray to God.  The words of these prayers are drawn directly from the Gospel of 

Luke.  They are meant for us to enter into the mysteries of Christ's life from the very beginning of His 

incarnation.  The words we recite are meant to draw us closer to God in our meditative worship of Him.  In the 

Gospel of Luke, we learn that, "the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  And coming 

to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.” (Luke 1:27-28) We follow the perfect model, Jesus 

Christ, in how we treat His mother.  As a mother myself, it is not lost on me that Christ's first miracle is 

performed at the behest of His mother.  In the Gospel of John, we learn that they have attended a wedding 

where the wine has run out.  Mary, implores her son to save the couple from the shame of running out of 

hospitality.  He responds, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother 

said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” (John 2:4-5)  Of course, Christ honors His mother and performs 

this miracle.  Jesus Christ holds his mother in high esteem.  He honors His mother and protects her.  One of His 

last acts on Earth is entrusting her to the care of His beloved disciple, which we read about in John 19:26-27, 

where it says, "When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple there whom He loved, He said to His mother, 

"Woman, behold your son."  Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother."  And from that hour, the 

disciple took her into his home."  If it were not for Mary's fiat, her handing over her own self-will to that of the 

Lord's will in bringing our Savior into the world, and raising Him, where would we be?  Since the ancient 

Church, we have revered our Theotokos, translated from the Greek to be God-bearer.  It is a Tradition that has 

been handed down from the moment Jesus asks His beloved disciple to behold his mother.  Imagine yourself in 

that moment and Jesus is gazing into your eyes, asking you to care for His mother.  Let us say yes!  Let us 

revere our Blessed Mother.  In the month of May, we shall celebrate our Mother, the Queen of Heaven.  She 

draws us in close to her Son. She is our most effective intercessor in the Communion of Saints to pray for us to 

our Lord.  --Sarah MacMillan 

 

OUR LADY, QUEEN OF HEAVEN May Processional & Crowning: Join us after the 9:00 AM Mass this 

Sunday, May 15th to honor Our Blessed Mother with a processional to the Shrine as our parish's first 

Communicants crown Our Lady. Parishioners are welcome to join our processional to the Shrine for our 

recitation of the Rosary, prayers, and crowning at 10:00 AM. Bring your rosaries, if you have them, and if not, 

some rosaries are also available from the parish.  You may also wish to bring folding chairs, too.  If weather is 

inclement, we will join together in the Parish Hall.  Contact Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or 

at (301)885-7020 for more information. 

 

LAST CALL: CRS Rice Bowls: Thank you so much for your generosity this past season of Lent as we help 

those around the world.  Rice bowls need to be returned to Faith Formation.  Thanks so much for your support! 

 

CONFIRMATION rehearsal will be on Sunday, May 15th at 5:00 PM.  Please invite your sponsors to attend 

if they are able.   

 

NO YOUTH GROUP this week. Our next Youth Group will be on Sunday, May 22nd at 7:00 PM for Lawn 

Games and Bonfire. 

 

LAST CLASS for Faith Formation & Confirmation Prep will be on Sunday May 22nd. 

 

END-OF-YEAR FAITH FORMATION LAWN PARTY will be at NOON on Sunday, May 22nd!  Be on 

the lookout in your emails for sign-ups for ways to donate food and help!  Contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or at (301)885-7020 for more information. 
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VBS: SANDBLAST will be July 11th-15th!  Who's excited for summer?!  Don't forget to 

make VBS a part of your summer plans this year!  We're going to have a blast!  Registration 

forms are in the Google classroom for Faith Formation, and will be passed out when we return 

April 24th.  If you are able to volunteer, please reach out to Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020.   

 

Spring Clean Up Crew Needed    We need help organizing the supply closet in the hall for 

parish events, and some of the sheds as well.  There are other projects too, so please watch the 

bulletin for more information in the coming weeks.  

 

Cemetery Clean Up Needed All decorations/flowers will be removed shortly that impede grass 

cutting. 

 

Help Needed with Funeral Repasts, receptions and other gatherings here at the parish 

There’s a sign up sheet in the back of the church.  If you prefer, you can email Brenda Canter at 

stigoffice@yahoo.com with questions and/or to sign up however you’re available to help.  This 

is a great way for new parishioners to get to know your fellow parishioners.  

We need help with the repast for Fr. Sal Jordan’s funeral Mass and burial here on Saturday, 

June 4. Please sign up in the back of the church if you can help with the repast, set up, food, 

serving and clean up following the funeral Mass and burial.  Set up will be on Friday, June 3. 

 

Gift Shop  The gift shop could use additional volunteers to assist during the summer months.  

A brief meeting will be held Monday, May 23 at 7 pm in the church hall.  The gift shop could 

be open after Masses and on special occasions, such as tour groups visiting.  The gift shop will 

be open Sunday, May 15 after 9 am and 11:15 am Masses.  It will also be open one hour before 

Confirmation on Wed., May 25. 

Restore and Renew  PLEASE - We ask that you write a separate check for donations and 

pledge payments to the “Restore and Renew” capital campaign.  We have a separate account 

for the restoration work.  Add “Restore & Renew” to the memo line, but make the check 

out to the church. 

 

Collection  Report  Weekend of May 7-8, 2022:  Offertory $5,120; Votives $11; Catholic 

Communications $20; Easter $250;  TOTAL:  $5,401.  Thank you for your continued 

generosity. 

 
Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers: Raymond L. Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose Langley, Zayden and Laurie and family, Kelly and 

Mark LeSage, Mary Mason, Mary Margaret Clarke, Theresa San Luis, Sarah Radtke, Angela Hume, Michelle Goldsmith, Marise Robertson,  Rose Johnson, Happy 

Campbell, Jerry Peuler, Fr. Paul McCarren, Joyce and Keech Edelen,  Roy Maier, Rose & Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy and Peggy Burch,  Candice and Miles, 

Marie Jenkins, Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, Amelia Zito, 

Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  Elizabeth McCarthy, Alice Pickett, Mary Simmons,  Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, 

Irene Proctor, Mary Jane Zuknick,  Xavier Bean and family, Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer,  Bobby Terrett, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, Steve Oliff, Victims, families 

and survivors of abuse, The Sage family, Douglas Hamnes, Sharon Ryan, John Reese,  Frankie Chiorcariello and family, James Johnson, Victoria Liberty, Tamera 

Scroggins, James J. Nalley, Elaine Gaddis, , Stacie Hayden 
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