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Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 
 

Fr. Larry Smith, S.J. – Senior Priest 
lsmith@jesuits.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 

 

 
 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.                           Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m.                 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.:   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for registered, active and contributing parishioners at the bottom of the 

hill. Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do 

not have an adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for 
Catholic Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

December 11, 2022 
 

 
 "Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way before you.” 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 10 – 5:00 p.m. – Buddy and Peggy Burch (healing) 

Sunday, December 11 – 9:00 a.m. – Fr. Sal Jordan, S.J. + 

Sunday, December 11 – 11:15 a.m. – Jim Larkin + 

Sunday, December 13 – 8:00 a.m. – Fr. Bill Rakowicz, S.J. + 

 

Celebrate – Rejoice in the Lord and be transformed!  In Advent, we practice penance, to 

sharpen our openness to God and to remove distractions from the joyful entry of the Lord.  On 

this Gaudete Sunday, we anticipate the joy of the moment of God entering into our lives as one 

of us.  Such joy cannot be contained in just one day; it requires the whole Christmas season as 

well as the preparation of Advent. It in fact requires our whole lives. 

 Many Christians worry about the lack of celebration of Christmas in our modern secular 

world.  Those who celebrate Christmas as the coming of our Savior, may unconsciously be 

contributing to the same trend.  Do we act as if we truly believe that God has chosen to lift all of 

us up and remove our burdens?  Do we act as if the suffering of the world is real and sorrowful, 

but a passing problem to be replaced with redemption in Christ?  That is to say, are we present 

to those around with our concern, empathy and love? Can nonbelievers see the face of joy and 

belief on us? Can we see God’s love for them?   

 Can we grieve for the loss of loved ones, for pain inflicted on the innocent and the 

unfortunate?  Can we then still find hope and joy in the transforming love of God? Can we 

prepare ourselves to do so better?  Can we see that our imperfect natures lead us to ever 

evolving forms of self-absorption and judgment? Can we see that those same natures, redeemed 

and infused with God’s love, can shine that joy on others?  

 Take two old Christmas Classic movies – from before I was born.  Miracle on 34
th

 

Street has heartwarming scenes, and White Christmas has wonderful music and snow.   Both 

however, also show the transformative power of love and joy in the lives of people who had 

celebrated Christmas for years without celebrating.  Even more modern (by my standards) like 

Home Alone (1990) and Santa Clause (1994) have some of the same appreciation of the 

transformative nature of truly believing and celebrating Christmas.  

  

The desert and the parched land will exult; 

the steppe will rejoice and bloom. 

They will bloom with abundant flowers, 

and rejoice with joyful song. 

 

   Rejoice! 

 

Prepare the Way 

John the Baptist 

 



Second Collection This Weekend is for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Elderly religious 

need your help.  Nearly 25,000 senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have devoted 

their lives to prayer and ministry-educating the young, tending the sick, aiding the needy, and 

more.  Yet years of serving for little or no pay have left a profound shortage in retirement 

savings. Religious orders typically do not receive diocesan funding but rather are financially 

autonomous and thus responsible for the support and care of all members.  While many 

dioceses hold separate appeals for their retired priests’ fund, the once-yearly Retirement Fund 

for Religious collection is for members of U.S. religious orders and benefits both men and 

women religious.  Last year, the parishioners of the Archdiocese donated $375,000.00 to the 

collection. In 2022, the Carmel of Port Tobacco, Little Sisters of the Holy Family, Missionary 

Servants of the Most Holy Trinity, Piarist Fathers, Religious of Mary Immaculate and Servants 

of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara received a combined total of $377,103.95 in financial 

support made possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious. Your support of the Retirement 

Fund for Religious helps furnish care, medicine, and other necessities.  Please give generously. 

 

Christmas Memorial Flowers  If you’d like to make a memorial donation in memory of a 

loved one to help offset the cost of decorating the church at Christmas, envelopes can be found 

in the back of the church.  Please write your name and your loved ones name on the envelope 

along with your donation. 

 

Advent Books  Pick up a copy of The Word Among Us from the back of the church; a 

devotional book with daily meditations for Advent.  It contains Mass readings and meditations 

to help prepare you spiritually for Christmas. 

 

Advent Series: The Catholic Church as The Biblical Church  Fr. Clifford will have an 

Advent program developing the Biblical theme that he introduced in several columns.  He will 

provide the necessary handouts. The same ground will be covered at two times each week.  

On Sundays Dec 11and 18 – after the 9 am Mass; and at 7pm on Wednesdays, Dec 14 and 17.  
 

STUFFING STOCKINGS with Love for Wayside Food Bank.  Please bring in promised 

donations by Sunday, December 11th to the Parish Hall.  We will be stuffing stockings that 

evening.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

RCIA Inquiry Class  Next class is December 15th at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall 

Office.   Are you looking to learn more about God and the Catholic Faith? Are you a teen or 

adult who still needs to receive sacraments? Are you thinking of being received into the 

Catholic Church? Are you a Catholic who would like to learn more about your faith?  Then our 

Thursday evenings are for you! Contact Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or 

(301)885-7020 for more information.  

 

BAPTISM PREP: Are you expecting, or have you had a child, and you are looking to formally 

welcome your child into the community of believers through the sacrament of baptism? Contact 

Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 to find out more 

information on how to get prepared for the sacrament.  
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Looking ahead...if you are planning on receiving the sacrament of holy Matrimony, we will be 

offering a Pre-Cana Marriage retreat here on March 4th, 2023 8:00 AM-4:30 PM. Both 

future spouses must attend. Please contact Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or 

call (301)885-7020 to register or find out more.   

CHILDREN'S CHOIR for CHRISTMAS EVE: Rehearsals will be immediately following 

Faith Formation during the 11:15 Mass.  Please arrive immediately following Mass (around 

noon) to pick up your children from rehearsal.  Even if you can't attend the 4:00 PM Christmas 

Eve Mass, but your child wants to enjoy seeing Christmas hymns, please come! 

 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS FUN DAY is this Sunday, December 11th from 1:00-5:00 

PM!  Have your children come join us for fun crafts, games, and holiday cheer hosted by our 

Youth Group.  It's a great opportunity for you to drop your kids off and holiday shop.  Cost is 

$5/child to support our Youth Group.  Children need to be potty trained.  Contact Sarah 

MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020 to register or find out more.    

 

Outreach Opportunities in our parish 

Christmas Giving Tree  We have adopted four families in need for Christmas.  The Christmas 

Giving Tree is in the back of the church with gift tags from their wish lists.  If you’d like to 

participate in helping, please take one or more tags, purchase the gifts, wrap them and return 

them by NEXT Sunday, December 18.   

Safenights  We will be helping Sacred Heart La Plata in January when they house the homeless 

for a week.  Please watch the bulletin as the date gets closer if you can help out. 

Coat Drive  We will be collecting CLEAN, GENTLY USED, hats, coats and gloves to be 

donated to the needy.  Just coats please.  We have a source for coats; we do not have a source 

for other items of clothing. Please be sure they’re CLEAN before donating. The container is in 

the back of the church. 

Baby Bottles for The Catherine Foundation, Crisis Pregnancy Center   The Catherine 

Foundation reported that the total of coins, cash, and checks our parish collected in the 26 

returned baby bottles was $914.  There were 40 bottles that people took home.  Please return 

them asap.  Your gift makes a huge difference to those facing crisis pregnancies. 

Advent Food Drive to support Wayside Food Bank  If  you’d like to donate non perishable 

food items, please leave them in the back of the church or front of the parish hall.  Please check 

the expiration dates.  We cannot accept out of date food due to health guidelines.   If you’d 

rather give a monetary donation, please make checks payable to Wayside Food Bank, Inc.  You 

can put them in an envelope for the collection and they will be forwarded to the Treasurer. 

Wayside Food Bank November Report  On Saturday, November 19, Wayside Food Bank's 

volunteers served 50 families; which represents 131 adults, 12 teens, and 39 children; for a total 

of 182 individuals served. Our next distribution is Saturday, December 17, with stocking on 

Wednesday, December 14.  If you can help or have any questions, please contact Dianne Lyon 

at d.e.lyon@comcast.net. We are thankful to the community and our area churches for their 

continued support to WFB's mission of service to the needy.  The board of directors wishes you 

and yours a very peace filled and wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
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Gift Shop Hours  The gift shop will be open Sunday, December 18 after the 9 am and 11:15 

am Masses.  There are a variety of Nativity sets, Advent candles and gift ideas for family and 

friends.  We are working with a stain glass artist to create the 2022 St. Ignatius ornament. To 

commemorate the restoration of the stain glass windows this past year, the large “Immaculate 

Heart of Mary” window was chosen.  We are in hopes the ornament arrives by December 18.  

There are a limited number of ornaments from previous years.  Visit the gift shop and place 

your order. 

 

Christmas Collection this year   The Christmas collection is traditionally exempt from the 

archdiocesan tax, (there was a time –long ago and far away- when the Christmas collection 

belonged to the pastor.  That, of course, disappeared with the creation of salaries, etc.  

 This year, since Christmas falls on a Sunday, it is in effect a Sunday collection and a 

Christmas collection.  We take the average collection and pay the tax on that, the rest belongs 

completely to the parish.  There is no getting around the average weekly payment.  The bigger 

the Christmas collection, the more we get to keep without sharing it with the archdiocese.  

Please be generous, on-line, in person and by mail.  

 

Collection Report for Weekend of December 3-4, 2022:  Offertory $5,249; Votives $38; 

Retirement Fund for Religious $100; Immaculate Conception $80; Christmas $322;  TOTAL:  

$5,789.  Thank you for your continued support to the parish. 

Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers:  Jim Dunbar and family, Jimmie Roberts, Chuck Gould, Abby 

Shlagel, Jim Abell, WhitneyHart,  Dina Delozier, Carrie Tucker, Evelyn Jackson, Tess Franch, David Braunstein, Raymond L. 

Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose Langley, Zayden and Laurie and family, Kelly and Mark LeSage, Mary Margaret Clarke, Sarah 

Radtke,  Michelle Goldsmith, Roy Maier, Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy and Peggy Burch,  Candice and Miles, Marie Jenkins, 
Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing 

homes, Amelia Zito, Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  Elizabeth McCarthy, Alice Pickett,  Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie 

& Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Irene Proctor, Mary Jane Zuknick,  Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, 

Steve Oliff, Victims, families and survivors of abused 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


