
  St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 
 

Fr. Larry Smith, S.J. – Senior Priest 
lsmith@jesuits.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 
 

 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.                           Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m.                 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.:   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for registered, active and contributing parishioners at the bottom of the 

hill. Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do 

not have an adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for 
Catholic Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

February 12, 2023 
 
 

“Immense is the wisdom of the Lord; 
he is mighty in power, and all-seeing.” 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 11 – 5:00 p.m. – Dorothy Weist + 
Thursday, February 16 – 8:00 a.m. – Shirley Copsey + 
 

 

Black History Month, Social History and I grew up together  In grade school, history tended to be bits of 

trivia, not systemic understanding of people, conflicts or economic systems. There have indeed been great 

figures who helped shape history, but their faults, their courage and the vision they had for the world are all 

important.  The roles of groups of ordinary people in shaping our present world were also great.  When I was in 

grade school there was a great series of “We were there…” books telling stories of ordinary people in great 

moments. As I worked through that series, I saw myself not as an imaginary participant but as a willing witness 

to the making of America.  

 For years I learned a bit of Black history every year, some true, some not, but again providing little 

overall sense of history. Those bits included George Washington Carver as the inventor of Peanut butter (not 

true), Whitcomb Judson inventor of the practical zipper (true). For me the one who stood out was Ralph Bunch 

who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1950.  I knew not just that he had won a prize, but for a Black man to be a 

great diplomat recognized around the World he had to overcome many obstacles. The Allied victory of Nazis 

and their ideology gave hope to a whole generation. Much of what we hoped for was in the healing of American 

society.  Fortunately for many of us the study of Black History as a study of the complex creation of American 

society had taken a century to approach maturity, most of that during the period of my increasing interest in 

history.  W.E.B. Dubois spent several decades researching the legal, economic and social impacts of 

Reconstructions.  In a book published in 1935 Black Reconstruction in America: An Essay Toward a History of 

the Part Which Black Folk Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in America, 1860–1880 he took on 

the long standing view of Reconstruction as a unmitigated disaster.  

 Since then several generations of scholars have dug into various aspects of life among those enslaved 

and later emancipated. Not surprisingly the task was not over. When I was in college, a book came out 

examining the economics of slavery, Time on the Cross: the Economics of American Negro Slavery. As with 

most original research, it did not put any discussions to rest, it rather prompted more scholars to jump in and 

find new sources and examples. By the time I was teaching in 1976 Herbert Gutman jumped into a question 

behind the questions. His book The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-1925, examined the enduring 

strength of the Black family, which of course had no legal protections during the existence of slavery.  That my 

first year of teaching, I held my breath as I waited for the first showing of television mini-series – ROOTS. I 

was teaching largely white classes in a period of ugly politics. To my amazement, people loved the new 

perspective, the struggle of individuals and groups against a hostile society.  

 

DO YOU HAVE OLD PALMS from LAST YEAR?   The ashes for Ash Wednesday are 

made from last years blessed palms. If you have any you need to dispose of, please bring them 

to church on Sunday the 12
th

.  Place them in the container in the vestibule of Church.  

 

Meatless Friday Meal on Fridays during Lent  We need a volunteer to organize a light 

meatless pot luck meal on Friday evenings after Stations of the Cross during Lent.  Call Brenda 

Canter in the office for details. 

  



2023 Annual Appeal: Many Ministries, One Church | This weekend parishioners are being 

asked prayerfully to consider making a gift to the 2023 Annual Appeal. Please complete or take 

a commitment form at Mass this weekend, or make your gift at give.adw.org. Visit 

appeal.adw.org to learn more about how the Annual Appeal benefits our parish and serves 

people in need throughout the archdiocese. It is our goal that every parish family will participate 

this year. All gifts will be credited towards our parish goal. Thank you in advance for your 

generous response to the 2023 Annual Appeal.  

 

Congratulations to our couples who attended the Wedding Anniversary Mass to Celebrate 

the Vocation of Marriage at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on Saturday, February 

11. Our very best wishes and blessings for many more years together to Steve and Debbie 

Posey (46 years), and Sandee and Tom Radtke (40 years). 

 

Lenten Devotional Books  The Word Among Us will be in the back of the church beginning 

next weekend.  These books are an excellent source to help us draw closer to God during Lent. 

 

Rediscovering Joy of Confession and Doors into understanding the Bible  

Lenten Program with Fr. Clifford   Tuesday evenings at 7pm beginning Feb 21 the evening 

before Ash Wednesday and Wednesday mornings at 8:30am following the 8 am Mass 

 

First Topic - Rediscovering the Joy of Confession Tuesday, Feb 21 at 6:30 p.m. and Wed., 

Feb. 22 after the 8 a.m. Morning Mass 

For many the experience or the very idea of Confession is more frightening but the practice of 

private repeatable confession came from the demands of Catholic Christians in the early Middle 

ages.  

Why did they want this and what happened? What could be joyful about it?  

 

Second Topic – How did the Scriptures come to be? Tues.,  Feb 28 at 6:30 p.m.  and Wed.,  

March 1 after the 8 a.m. morning Mass  

How does that process of forming and Bible help us to understand it?  We will begin with a 

video by Fr. Felix Just, S.J. The video will prompt many questions for conversation.  

 

The following dates and session topics will depend on what questions and answers are raised in 

the first two sessions. These dates are; March 7-8, March 14-15, March 21-22 March 28–29.  

 

Scout Sunday: Join us on February 19th during the 9 a.m. mass to celebrate over 100 years of 

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Scouts will dress in Class A uniform and receive a patch. Please 

contact Joan Peacock 301.752.9402 or joanpeacock1@gmail.com for more information or 

questions. 

 

Gift Shop The gift shop will close for the winter months but will be glad to place special orders 

during that time.  Leave a request in the collection basket marked gift shop, included your name 

and phone number.  Thanks for your support throughout the years.    
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THIS WEEK IN FAITH FORMATION we've been learning about the Old Testament.  God 

reveals Himself to us through Sacred Scripture, and the Old Testament is God's revelation 

before Jesus Christ was incarnated here on Earth (Jesus Christ has existed from the beginning 

with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, but became incarnate of the Virgin Mary.)  In the Old 

Testament, we see God seek to have a personal relationship with His people.  He speaks to 

patriarchs and through prophets to share with His people how they can experience joy in life 

through honoring His constructs, yet, throughout the Old Testament, we see a recurring pattern 

of His people failing to listen and follow the teachings given to them, leading to tragedy upon 

tragedy.  We know that God's revelation is fulfilled by sending His Son, Jesus Christ to live and 

dwell among us as our perfect role model for how to love and honor God and care for each 

other.  As Christians, we have the fullness of God's Truth.  Sometimes, it can be hard for us to 

read the Old Testament, both because it speaks to practices and uses language which seem 

foreign to us, and also because it seems to have laws which are quite specific.  How should we 

make sense of the Old Testament?  The Old Testament can be viewed as God's love story to us 

over time: creating the early world, making covenants with patriarchs, establishing the 

Kingdom of Israel, its glory and then its division, falling away into exile, and rebuilding the 

return of a people.  Rather than focusing on the minutiae of the vast content of the Old 

Testament, we look through the lens of knowing two overarching facts: Christ has fulfilled  the 

law and is our eternal sacrifice, and these revelations are meant to reach a particular group of 

people in time, who have very different normative customs surrounding them.  We would not 

teach calculus to a toddler, and though we find that some teachings of the Old Testament give 

us pause, we need to remind ourselves that God is giving His people revelations that make 

sense to them so that they can work to be closer to Him.  He meets us where we are at in 

life.  Do we need to practice all the laws given to the people of the Old Testament?  There are 

three types of laws of the Old Testament: moral, temple/rabbinic, and civil.  Moral laws are 

laws of God's truth and justice which apply to all peoples at all times, such as the Ten 

Commandments, and we follow these laws.  However, temple and civil laws speak to the 

customs of the practice of Judaism and the cultural norms of a particular society, and we do not 

follow them.  We'll cover more on these laws in a few weeks.  From history, law, wisdom, and 

prophecy, there is a rich treasure to be found in the books of the Old Testament. Do you have 

any books of the Old Testament which particularly speak to you?   

 

FAITH FORMATION continues this weekend, Sunday February 12th. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, there will be NO FAITH FORMATION OR 

CONFIRMATION PREP due to school holiday.  Enjoy your long weekend! 

 

CONFIRMATION PREP CLASS is VIRTUAL ONLY this Sunday, February 12th.  There 

will be NO IN-PERSON class.  A Zoom link was emailed out.  Please contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com if you did not receive the link. 

 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION ASH WEDNESDAY Activity will be on February 22nd at 

6:15 PM in the Parish Hall with Mass following in the Church at 7:00 PM 

mailto:ignatiusreligion@gmail.com


FIRST RECONCILIATION RETREAT and Sacrament of Reconciliation will be on 

Saturday, February 25th from 9:00 AM until 12:30 PM.  If you have any questions, feel free to 

reach out to Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020. 

 
CONFIRMATION RETREAT FOR EIGHTH GRADERS will be on Saturday, March 11th 

from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.  This is MANDATORY.  If you have any questions, feel free to 

reach out to Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020. 

CONFIRMATION DATE CHANGE: Our parish's Mass of the Holy Spirit with the 

sacrament of Confirmation will now take place on Tuesday, May 23rd at 6:00 PM.   

 

INQUIRY COURSE on the Church (RCIA) meets on THURSDAYS at 6:30 PM in the Parish 

Hall Religious Education Office. Do you know someone who wants to learn about our faith? 

Are you wanting to learn more about your faith?  Feel free to join us! Contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 for more information.  

 

BAPTISM PREP: Are you expecting, or have you had a child, and you are looking to formally 

welcome your child into the community of believers through the sacrament of baptism? Contact 

Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 to find out more 

information on how to get prepared for the sacrament.  

 

PRE-CANA MARRIAGE RETREAT will be offered here on March 4th, 2023 8:00 AM-4:30 

PM. BOTH future spouses must attend the ENTIRE day.  Please contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020 to register or find out more.   

  

Collection Report for Weekend of February 4-5, 2023:  Offertory $6,407; Votives $27; 

Church in the Developing World $70; Ash Wednesday $60; Retired Military $50; Utilities $60; 

Mass $10;  TOTAL:  $6,684.  Thank you for your generous support. 
 

Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers: Marie Martin,  Clarence Tucker, James 

Johnson, Jimmie Roberts, Chuck Gould, Abby Shlagel, Jim Abell, WhitneyHart,  Dina Delozier, Carrie Tucker, 

Evelyn Jackson, Tess Franch, David Braunstein, Raymond L. Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose Langley,  

Mary Margaret Clarke,  Michelle Goldsmith, Roy Maier, Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy Burch,  Candice 

and Miles, Marie Jenkins, Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  The staff 

and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, Amelia Zito, Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  Alice Pickett,  

Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Irene Proctor, Mary Jane Zuknick,  

Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, Steve Oliff, Victims, families and survivors of abuse 
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The Capital Campaign Committee is pleased to release our financial report as of December 31, 2022: 
Restoration Funds collected prior to campaign  $318,965.00 
Pledges Made – Restore & Renew   $844,219.68* 
Cash Donations – Restore & Renew   $450,231.68 

Interest Received     $        946.26 
Maryland Capital Grant - Manor House   $250,000.00* 
 
Total Campaign                 $1,864,362.62  
 
Engineering/Attic/Floor repairs               $     83,175.00 
Restoration Contracts (BECS, CSI, WAG)              $1,159,085.63 
Additions/Changes to Contracts               $   154,255.84 
Printing, signage, ACH/Credit card fees              $       4,173.52 
 
Total Restoration Costs to date                      $1,400,689.99 
 
Expenses paid to date                              $   672,465.42 
Balance due on contracts               $   728,224.57  
 
Total Cash on Hand                $   767,480.06 
 
Contracting Specialists, Inc. (CSI) plans to complete the masonry restoration work as well as the belfry repairs by the end 
of March 2023, weather permitting.  The sunporch reconstruction should be completed by April with the exception of 
the windows.  The custom windows should arrive by the end of May with installation occurring in June.  CSI has a 
projected restoration end date of July 7th. 
 
Washington Art Glass (WAG) has been waiting for the completion of the mortar work to remove the old aluminum 
frames and plexiglass on the outside of the stained-glass windows.  By spring they hope to have the jams scraped, 
primed and painted and install the new custom, white glazed aluminum frames and protective laminated glass.  The 
laminated glass is stronger and should offer an extra layer of protection to our restored stained-glass windows.  The 
frames also contain a seep hole at the bottom to catch any moisture between the laminated glass and the stained-glass 
windows.   
 
On behalf of the Committee, we would like to thank everyone for their support.  This successful campaign would not 
have happened without the donations from our parishioners, friends, neighbors, local businesses, the Maryland Capital 
Grant, and the Jesuits Maryland Province.   Bequests are always welcome as we continue to uncover more items that 
need repair.   

 
 
 

 


