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Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 
 

Fr. Larry Smith, S.J. – Senior Priest 
lsmith@jesuits.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 
 

 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.                           Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m.                 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.:   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for registered, active and contributing parishioners at the bottom of the 

hill. Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do 

not have an adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for 
Catholic Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

February 19, 2023 
 
 

“Give to the one who asks of you, 
and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.” 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 18 – 5:00 p.m. – Elizabeth “Bessie” Farmer + 
Sunday, February 19 – 9:00 a.m. – Brian Stokely + 
Wednesday, February 22 – 8:00 a.m. – James A. Mudd + 

 
 

Looking to Lent 2023 Parents know that there are times to hug their children who are frightened, depressed or 

feeling guilty. There are also times when a disapproving look or word of correction is called for.  Not 

surprisingly, the same is true with God. Sometimes we misconstrue a merciful story of God as a harsh story.  

During this past week, our first reading at daily mass has been from the Book of Genesis.  We have moved from 

the two very different accounts of creation in Genesis 1 and 2, and moved to the story of Noah and the flood in 

Genesis 6-9.  God sees a sinful humanity and decides that this experiment with imperfect mortals should come 

to an end.  This is the Hebrew take on the secular story of the great flood in the Epic of Gilgamesh.   

 In the Epic of Gilgamesh, the multiple human-like gods are also flooding their people.  In the 

Mesopotamian version of the flood, the gods take pleasure in the suffering of people.  The Epic recounts days 

directing and of watching the flood. 
 The Mesopotamian gods were powerful but all too human and vengeful.  Yes, they save a human to rebuild 
humanity.  Noah at God’s direction saved his family and the animals of the earth.  The story of the Ark is more 

compassionate than the prevailing epic myth of sin and destruction.    

 This is the way of describing God’s creation of mortals and his saving of a remnant to be his people under 
Abraham, Israel and Moses.  As Christians, we see not the threat of a vengeful god, but a Creator and Redeemer.  Though 

they had bounced around in a sealed Ark, Noah and his family rejoiced.  

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives; 

19 and all the animals, all the birds, and all the crawling creatures that crawl on the earth went out of 

the ark by families. 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and choosing from every clean animal and every clean bird, 

he offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

21 When the LORD smelled the sweet odor, the LORD said to himself: Never again will I curse the 

ground because of human beings, since the desires of the human heart are evil from youth; nor will I 

ever again strike down every living being, as I have done. 

This is a wonderful reminder of God’s loving creation and admonishment of his people. The story of God’s 

salvation of his people begins with an encounter between Noah and God, where God recruits Noah into work of 

Salvation.  

 Our own embrace of God’s saving restraint continues with billions of encounters with God’s correction 

and merciful protection. The Sacrament of Penance seems to some to be as frightening as the flood, but it is 

really the meeting of God with Noah’s family on the dry ground of a new beginning.  

 In the case of Penance, the early Christians sought out encounters with God’s mercy through admission 

of their sins.  The Irish and Welsh Christians sought reconciliation with God through a ritual confession of sin 

and offering of reparation to God.  Yes there were some odd developments, with an eventual refocusing on 

reconciling with God, not on long elaborate penances. Come hear about the development of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation on either Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning. 
 
 

 

  



Distribution of ashes Ashes will be distributed on Ash Wednesday following the homily on  

Feb 22 during the 8am Mass and the 7pm Mass.  

Confessions  will be heard on Ash Wednesday from 6 – 7 p.m. 

 

Scout Sunday: Join us this Sunday, February 19th during the 9 a.m. mass to celebrate over 100 

years of Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Scouts will dress in Class A uniform and receive a patch. 

Please contact Joan Peacock 301.752.9402 or joanpeacock1@gmail.com for more information 

or questions. 

 

Sincere sympathy to the friends and loved ones of Elizabeth “Bessie” Farmer who passed 

away last week.  Visitation, funeral Mass, burial and repast will be held here on Tuesday, Feb. 

21, beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Mass of Christian burial begins at 11 a.m. 

 

Congratulations and blessings to Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Corboo who were married here on 

Saturday (Feb. 18
th

).  Mrs. Corboo is the former Nora O’Neil, daughter of Shawn and Tina, and 

granddaughter of Butch and Betty Hayden.  The altar flowers were donated by them in grateful 

thanksgiving on this special day for the entire family.  

 

Lenten Program – Week 1:   learn about the origins of the Confession as we know it 

We all know Jesus forgave sins and deputized his apostles to do so. Learn the origins of 

confession which is individual, private, and repeatable. History helps us understand the popular 

demand for this form of reconciliation and how it changed over the centuries.  Why do we call it 

Reconciliation rather than Penance? Join me on Tuesday evening Feb 21 at 7 PM.  The talk 

will be repeated on Ash Wednesday after the 8 am Mass and distribution of Ashes.   

Second Topic – How did the Scriptures come to be? Tues., Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m.  and Wed.,  

March 1 after the 8 a.m. morning Mass .  How does that process of forming and Bible help us 

to understand it?  We will begin with a video by Fr. Felix Just, S.J. The video will prompt many 

questions for conversation.  

 

Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays during Lent at 6:30 p.m.  NOTE the time 

change.  After Stations in the church, we will have fellowship and a light meatless meal in the 

parish hall.  Please bring something to share.  We still need a volunteer to organize the set up 

and clean up.  Call Brenda Canter in the office for details. Please join us. 

 

Lenten Devotional Books  The Word Among Us will are in the back of the church this 

weekend.  These books are an excellent source to help us draw closer to God during Lent. 

 

Rediscovering Joy of Confession and Doors into understanding the Bible  

Lenten Program with Fr. Clifford   Tuesday evenings at 7pm beginning Feb 21 the evening 

before Ash Wednesday and Wednesday mornings at 8:30am following the 8 am Mass 

 

NO FAITH FORMATION or CONFIRMATION PREP this Sunday, February 19th due 

to school holiday.  Enjoy your long weekend!  Classes resume on Sunday, February 26th. 
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2023 Annual Appeal: Many Ministries, One Church | This weekend parishioners are being 

asked prayerfully to consider making a gift to the 2023 Annual Appeal. Please complete or take 

a commitment form at Mass this weekend, or make your gift at give.adw.org. Visit 

appeal.adw.org to learn more about how the Annual Appeal benefits our parish and serves 

people in need throughout the archdiocese. It is our goal that every parish family will participate 

this year. All gifts will be credited. 

 

THIS WEEK IN FAITH FORMATION we've been learning about the New Testament.  In 

the Old Testament, we see God create all things and establish a covenant with His people, 

though His people often fall from His teachings.  God speaks through His prophets who assure 

the people of a coming Messiah, who will rule over His kingdom forever.  In the New 

Testament, we see this promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  The New Testament tells of God the 

Father sending  His son, Jesus Christ, to be incarnate and walk among us, as our perfect role 

model for how to love and honor God and care for one another and our environment.  Jesus 

Christ is the full revelation of God's love to us.  As we read the New Testament, we see that it is 

divided into distinct sections: the gospels, the establishment of the Church, the epistles, and 

Apocalypse.  First, we encounter the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, which tell 

the story of Jesus' life.  Matthew’s, Mark’s, and John’s gospels are called synoptic gospels 

because they provide a summary of the main points of Christ's story from start to finish.  John’s 

gospel is the most recent, and it is very different from the others: it has different stories of 

Christ, and they are more in-depth tellings.  Indeed, it is the longest gospel.  After the gospels, 

the next section of the New Testament is the history of the establishment of the Church.  This is 

one book: the Acts of the Apostles.  It begins after Christ is resurrected and encounters His 

disciples to prepare them for their mission as apostles: to go and make disciples of all 

nations.  It tells of how the Holy Spirit came to them at Pentecost after Jesus went up to 

Heaven, and the Spirit gave them all the wisdom and courage they needed to travel the world 

and spread Jesus’ teachings.  The next section of the New Testament is the epistles, or 

letters.  As the apostles establish Christian communities in the world, they write back and forth 

to one another in letters, which help us to see how they began churches, and what teachings of 

Jesus we really need to understand.  Most letters are written by Paul, but some are written by 

James, Peter, John, and Jude.  The New Testament concludes with the book of Revelation, 

written by John.  It is an account of his visions of when Jesus returns to judge the world.  It uses 

symbolism and allegory to exhort Christians to stand firm in faith for Christ's return and 

ultimate judgment.  In the New Testament, we come to know our savior, Jesus Christ.  We find 

peace in knowing, through Christ's life, death, and resurrection, how much we are dearly 

beloved by God, our creator, and how our lives find their true meaning when we rest in Him. 

 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION ASH WEDNESDAY Activity will be on February 22nd at 

6:15 PM in the Parish Hall with Mass following in the Church at 7:00 PM. 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION RETREAT and Sacrament of Reconciliation will be on 

Saturday, February 25th from 9:00 AM until 12:30 PM.  If you have any questions, feel free 

to reach out to Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020. 

mailto:ignatiusreligion@gmail.com


CONFIRMATION RETREAT FOR EIGHTH GRADERS will be on Saturday, March 11th 

from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.  This is MANDATORY.  If you have any questions, feel free to 

reach out to Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020. 

 
INQUIRY COURSE on the Church (RCIA) meets on THURSDAYS at 6:30 PM in the Parish 

Hall Religious Education Office. Do you know someone who wants to learn about our faith? 

Are you wanting to learn more about your faith?  Feel free to join us! Contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 for more information.  

 

BAPTISM PREP: Are you expecting, or have you had a child, and you are looking to formally 

welcome your child into the community of believers through the sacrament of baptism? Contact 

Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 to find out more 

information on how to get prepared for the sacrament.  

 

PRE-CANA MARRIAGE RETREAT will be offered here on March 4th, 2023 8:00 AM-4:30 

PM. BOTH future spouses must attend the ENTIRE day.  Please contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or call (301)885-7020 to register or find out more.   

 

Gift Shop The gift shop will close for the winter months but will be glad to place special orders 

during that time.  Leave a request in the collection basket marked gift shop, included your name 

and phone number.  Thanks for your support throughout the years.   
 

Days of Prayer at Loyola on the Potomac  Each Day of Prayer starts at 9:00 am and ends at 

3:00 pm and includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch and Mass.  Dates are:  March 6 and April 

3  Lenten Days of Prayer; May 15 Marian Day of Prayer; July 31  Day of Prayer–Feast of St. 

Ignatius. The fee for each day of prayer is $40.  Register Now at loyolaretreat.org. 
 

 Collection Report for Weekend of February 11-12, 2023:  Offertory $4,179; Votives $13; 

Ash Wednesday $30; Church Development $30;  TOTAL:  $4,252.  Thank you for your 

generous support. 
 

Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers: Marie Martin,  Clarence Tucker, James 

Johnson, Jimmie Roberts, Chuck Gould, Abby Shlagel, Jim Abell, WhitneyHart,  Dina Delozier, Carrie Tucker, 

Evelyn Jackson, Tess Franch, David Braunstein, Raymond L. Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose Langley,  

Mary Margaret Clarke,  Michelle Goldsmith, Roy Maier, Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy Burch,  Candice 

and Miles, Marie Jenkins, Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  The staff 

and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, Amelia Zito, Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  Alice Pickett,  

Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Irene Proctor, Mary Jane Zuknick,  

Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, Steve Oliff, Victims, families and survivors of abuse 
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