
  St. Ignatius Church – Chapel Point 
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 

www.chapelpoint.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 
 

Fr. Larry Smith, S.J. – Senior Priest 
lsmith@jesuits.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 
 

 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.                           Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m.                 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.:   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for registered, active and contributing parishioners at the bottom of the 

hill. Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do 

not have an adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for 
Catholic Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 
 

March 5, 2023 
 
 

"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him." 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 4 – 5:00 p.m.- Elizabeth “Bessie” Farmer + 
Sunday, March 5 – 9:00 a.m. – Eugene Clifford + 

Sunday, March 5 – 11:15 a.m. – Colleen Walker (healing) 
Sunday, March 5 – 6:00 p.m.- Catherine Compton + 
Tuesday, March 7 – 8:00 a.m.- Doug Canter (Happy Birthday) 

 

Return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In our program on the Joy of Confession, we realized that for 1/3 

of the history of the church there was no ritual means for Catholic Christians to know God’s forgiveness 

through absolution in a private repeatable confession. Sacramental forgiveness of sins followed public dismissal 

from the Church for serious sin. During the period of removal from the Church there were mandated public 

penances which might last for months or year, but at least a season of Lent.  

 Abbots of monastic communities began to offer penances and absolution to monks who privately 

confessed sins. Monks gradually began to offer absolution after penances to those who sought their counsel. 

Finally the other members of the Church began to demand the same access to God’s assured forgiveness.  

Medieval Christians were aware of sin and desirous of mercy and forgiveness.  

 It is a clear example of the development of the exercise of a sacraments coming from the insistence of 

God’s people. If it meant that much to people over 1,000 years ago why has it fallen on hard times? You may 

have had a bad experience in Confession. Before the Council of Trent (450 years ago, priests were told it was 

their duty to be sure penitents had had a good and complete examination of conscience. Trent passed the 

responsibility back to the penitent, to examine their conscience for sins.  

 Maybe you feel that you have accumulated serious, mortal sins, by not confessing venial sins every year. 

That would  make no sense, to incur serious sin by not taking advantage of God’s forgiveness of lesser sins. The 

obligation to confess annually is clearly stated in the Code of Canon law as being an obligation of those already 

in mortal sin or serious sin.   

Can. 988 §1. A member of the Christian faithful is obliged to confess in kind and number all grave sins 

committed after baptism and not yet remitted directly through the keys of the Church nor acknowledged 

in individual confession, of which the person has knowledge after diligent examination of conscience. 

§2. It is recommended to the Christian faithful that they also confess venial sins. 

Jesus told the Apostles in the Upper Room, “whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.” Believers demanded 

that they not be prevented from receiving that mercy, just because they had not committed a serious break with 

God.  

 The right to confess sins and receive God’s forgiveness, should not be given up because of fear or 

indifference. Return the habit of receiving God merciful forgiveness. Confessions are heard every Saturday 

from 4-4:45 p.m. in the chapel in the  front of the church.  We will also have a Penance Service during Holy 

Week on Tuesday evening, April 4. 

 

Lenten Program - How did the Scriptures come to be? Tues. at 6:30 p.m.  and Wed., after 

the 8 a.m. morning Mass-same class different day and time.  NOTE THE DIFFERENT 

DAYS OF THE WEEK.  How does that process of forming and Bible help us to understand it?   

 

Parish Council Meeting will be held Thursday, March 9 in the parish hall. 

  



Lenten Guidelines on Fasting and Abstinence  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 

obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are 

obligatory days of abstinence. For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting 

are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, 

as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning 

abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 

onwards. 

 
THIS WEEK IN FAITH FORMATION, we're learning about GOD'S 

COMMANDMENTS & OUR CONSCIENCE.  God created us in His likeness and image and 

with a desire to seek and to know Him.  He gives us commandments not to show that He exerts 

His power of us, and not because He is mean, but rather, because He KNOWS what helps us to 

be free to live in peace and love on this Earth.  He knows that when we go outside the bounds of 

His commands, we can become lost and hopeless, or be weighed down by sin, and that only if 

we live within these bounds, we can experience joy.  Through revelation, He has provided us 

with 617 mitzvah, or commands, in the Old Testament, and Jesus Christ summarized these into 

the Greatest Commandment: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second 

is like it: you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law and prophets depend on 

these two commandments."  (Matthew 22: 37-40)  As He created us as natural seekers of truth, 

whether we are consciously aware of it or not, we are ultimately seeking Him.  He gives us the 

gift of the Holy spirit to guide us and help us form our conscience.   We use our reason to make 

sense of our thoughts, actions, and those around us, and He reveals Himself to us through the 

Word and prayer.  Faith is found at the intersection of reason and revelation, and by embracing 

faith, we can learn to exercise our conscience.   According to the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, "Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the human person recognizes the moral 

quality of a concrete act that he is going to perform, is in the process of performing, or has 

already completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows to 

be just and right. It is by the judgment of his conscience that man perceives and recognizes the 

prescriptions of the divine law." (CCC 1778)  It is essential for us to spend time with the Lord 

in prayer so that we open ourselves up to learn the moral quality of an act.  Time in prayer 

should be reflective of our daily actions, which is to say, we need to make an examination of 

conscience daily.    It helps us to recognize God at work in our lives, and encourages us to draw 

closer to Him moving forward.  Thank you, Lord for giving us boundaries which keep us safe 

spiritually and help us to fully experience your love and peace. 

    

CONGRATULATIONS to those who experienced, for the first time, the healing and uplifting 

graces received through the sacrament of Reconciliation.  Join us in celebrating Brecken 

Branham, Keagan Crowley, Noah Day, Travis Day, Lucy Dosberg, Ryleigh Frye, Kara Gick, 

Alegra Jossa, Samuel McCready, Wyatt Monk, Isabella Pyrsos, Callie Shahan, Ava Shaker, and 

Cora Williams.  May they always yearn for God's mercy and make frequent use of the 

sacrament.  And, may their action this past weekend be a model for us all to make frequent use 

of the sacrament, too! 

 



Please keep our catechumens and candidate in prayer as we head to the Basilica to 

experience the second rite of Christian Initiation, the Rite of the Election and Call to 

Continuing Conversion.  In this rite, the Archbishop elects for them to become members of the 

Church.  This rite hearkens back to the early Church when Gentiles were to become members of 

the Church.  We as a parish send our catechumens and candidate before our Bishop, who then, 

in turn, receives them.  This is not an election in earthly terms, rather, this is a moment where 

God qualifies the called into the member of elect, and they begin their final preparations to 

receive their sacraments at the Easter vigil. 

 

Please lift our couples up in prayer who will be participating in this weekend's Pre-Cana 

Marriage Retreat.  May the Holy Spirit guide them to embark on a journey of self-sacrificing 

love. 

 

CRS Rice Bowls give meaning to our Lent!    During this sacred season, we intentionally 

slow down so that we can pay closer attention to our relationship with God, our neighbors and 

our planet. Reflect on how the pillars of prayer, fasting and almsgiving can guide your journey 

for a more enriching Lenten experience. How can practicing these pillars help you to live in 

solidarity with our sisters and brothers around the world? Please be generous in helping our 

neighbors around the world.  Pray, fast, and give.  Rice bowls will be collected at Easter. 

 

INQUIRY COURSE on the Church (RCIA) meets on THURSDAYS at 6:30 PM in the Parish 

Hall Religious Education Office. Do you know someone who wants to learn about our faith? 

Are you wanting to learn more about your faith?  Feel free to join us! Contact Sarah MacMillan 

at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 for more information.  

 

BAPTISM PREP: Are you expecting, or have you had a child, and you are looking to formally 

welcome your child into the community of believers through the sacrament of baptism? Contact 

Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 to find out more 

information on how to get prepared for the sacrament.  

 

FAITH FORMATION & CONFIRMATION PREP CONTINUE this weekend. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE CONFIRMATION RETREAT will be on Saturday, March 19th from 

9:00 AM-1:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  All those who wish to receive the sacrament of 

Confirmation this Spring must attend.  Lunch will be provided.  

 

Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays during Lent at 6:30 p.m.  NOTE the time 

change.  After Stations in the church, we will have fellowship and a light meatless meal in the 

parish hall.  Please bring something to share. Thanks to Mary Jo Kamin  and Betty Hayden who 

offered help.  Please join us. 

 

St. Ignatius is sponsoring  The Restorers of Mt. Carmel’s Lenten Prayer services Thursdays in 

March 16th, and 30th from 3 to 4pm in the parish hall. All parishioners and their family are 

mailto:ignatiusreligion@gmail.com
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invited to attend. Members of the Restorers of Mt. Carmel will lead shared prayer, readings, and 

reflection on how these 40 days assist us to walk a little farther in our Lenten journey.  

 
Lenten Food Drive   Our annual food drive will run through Lent.  Food collected will be sent 

to Wayside Food Bank to feed the needy in our local community.  There are paper bags in the 

back of the church if you need some.  Any non-perishable food items are gratefully accepted.  

Please check the expiration dates.  We cannot distribute out of date food.  Some items on our 

wish list are oatmeal (single serve and boxes), ramen noodles, mac and cheese, canned veggies, 

fruit, canned meat (tuna, chicken), soups, spaghetti sauce and noodles, peanut butter, jelly. We 

can also use small containers of detergent and bleach.  With prices at the grocery stores your 

donations are even more appreciated.  If you’d rather make a monetary donation, checks can be 

made out to Wayside Food Bank, Inc.  Put them in a separate envelope with WFB on the 

front, place in the collection or mail it in to the office and your donation will be given to 

the appropriate person at WFB. 

 

Meals and Hope Mobile Food Truck  Our parish for a number of years has sponsored 

monthly meals for those in need for the Catholic Charities/So. Md. Food Bank mobile food 

truck program, Meals and Hope.  Pre Covid, ladies of the parish prepared a meal in the parish 

hall.  Once the truck resumed serving meals at various locations, for the safety of our 

volunteers, the parish has purchased a meal (around $400) for the truck that So. Md. Food Bank 

picks up in La Plata from Pizza Hotline and takes to a location in Charles or St. Mary’s County.  

Staffing decline at So. Md. Food Bank after covid and less places interested in sponsoring 

meals has changed things.  They have 2 staff members to cover 2 counties and sometimes are 

preparing meals themselves, so that has impacted also who and where they serve as well.  If you 

are interested in sponsoring a meal for the parish, please contact the parish office for more 

information.  This is a great way to help “the least of our brothers” with almsgiving during Lent 

and after.  

 

Days of Prayer at Loyola on the Potomac  Each Day of Prayer starts at 9:00 am and ends at 

3:00 pm and includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch and Mass.  Dates are: April 3; Lenten 

Days of Prayer; May 15 Marian Day of Prayer; July 31  Day of Prayer–Feast of S t. Ignatius. 

The fee for each day of prayer is $40.  Register now at loyolaretreat.org. 
 

Gift Shop The gift shop will close for the winter months but will be glad to place special orders 

during that time.  Leave a request in the collection basket marked gift shop, included your name 

and phone number.  Thanks for your support throughout the years.  
 

St. Mary’s Church – Newport - ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY  Sunday, March 12, 2023. 

The festivities begin at 4:00 p.m. in the St. Francis Hall. Enjoy Irish tunes from a traditional 

Irish dancers & band.  Bring a Dish to Share, donation accepted at the door.  Date: Sunday, 

March 12, 2023 Location: St. Mary's Newport Catholic Church at 11555 St. Mary's Church 

Road Charlotte Hall, Md. 20622. Questions call the office at (301)934-8825. 

 

 

 



Camp Maria Retreat Center  - Friday, March 17, 2023, Called to Communion, an Invitation like no other. 
9am - 4pm; $50 Lunch included. 
In this workshop for women,  Facilitator Mary Beth Griffin Drury will invite all who long to go deeper into intimacy with 
the Lord. Learn how the invitation to the Supper of the Lamb helps us to grow into union with Jesus and our fellow 
believers.  Communion with him is where our journey actually begins. Learn how to meditate, journal, and hear more 
clearly from the Lord in this session.  
Camp Maria Retreat Center -  Friday, March 24, 2023,    Making sense of death. 9am-4pm $50 Lunch Included 
Facilitator Ann Kovalcik will support participants to consider death by Looking with Mary at the death of her Son – the 
cornerstone of the Church. 1. A Mother’s sorrow, human suffering, and compassion. 2. The Son of God, suffering and 
God’s compassion. 3. A Holy Sacrifice and the compassion of the Church  4. Compassion the pledge of resurrection.  
For more information or to register please visit www.campmaria.org or contact director@campmaria.org 301 475-
8330. 

 
 

St. Mary of the Mills Parish will host CHOSEN, a vocations retreat for high school aged 

girls on Saturday, April 29, 8:30am - 4:00pm. The day includes Mass, Adoration, Confession, 

praise and worship, talks, vocation stories, time for reflection.  This day is for girls on retreat to 

start to feel God's call on their heart for their vocation, whatever that may be! We welcome all 

high school aged girls registering as individuals or with their school or parish youth group and 

leaders. Register NOW at https://stmaryslaurel.org/ywretreat. Email 

youth@stmaryofthemills.org with any questions. 
 

Collection Report for Weekend of February 25-26, 2023:  Offertory $4,222; Votives $36; 

Ash Wednesday $1,354; Church in Dev. World $328; Catholic Relief $10;  TOTAL:  $5,950.  

Thank you for your support. 

 
Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers: Karen and family, Marie Martin,  Clarence 

Tucker, James Johnson, Jimmie Roberts, Chuck Gould, Abby Shlagel, Jim Abell, WhitneyHart,  Dina Delozier, 

Carrie Tucker, Evelyn Jackson, Tess Franch, David Braunstein, Raymond L. Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose 

Langley,  Mary Margaret Clarke,  Michelle Goldsmith, Roy Maier, Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy Burch,  

Candice and Miles, Marie Jenkins, Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  

The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, Amelia Zito, Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  

Alice Pickett,  Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Irene Proctor, 

Mary Jane Zuknick,  Toni Gallagher, Bessie Farmer, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, Steve Oliff, Victims, families 

and survivors of abuse 
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