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8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD  20677 

Sharing God’s Word and Sacraments Since 1641 
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Rev. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. – Pastor  

CliffordT@adw.org 
 

Fr. Larry Smith, S.J. – Senior Priest 
lsmith@jesuits.org 

 
Brenda Canter – Business Manager    

stigoffice@yahoo.com  
 

Coordinator of Religious Education,  

Sarah MacMillan 
ignatiusreligion@gmail.com  
 

For all parish offices call: 301-934-8245 
 

Archbishop Neale School  
Teresa Skinner - Principal  

301-934-9595 
 

 

 
The Eucharist 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 p.m.                           Weekdays: 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Mornings: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m.                 Holy Days: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 a.m.:   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Registration: We welcome all new members to our parish family. Your registration is important; it helps us to know 

those we serve.  It is also necessary if you wish to be certified as an active member to be a baptismal or 
confirmation sponsor. 
 

Stewardship: Christians share their talents, time and treasure to carry on the work of the Church. Your offerings 

are essential to St. Ignatius Church, for us to maintain our staffing, programs and buildings. 
 

Cemetery: There are grave sites available for registered, active and contributing parishioners at the bottom of the 

hill. Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of Washington administers the sale of lots and burial.  Because we do 

not have an adequate endowment, the costs of maintenance come from general parish funds. The phone number for 
Catholic Cemeteries is 301-932-1766.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m., or by appointment. 
 

Matrimony: Registered parishioners planning to be married at St. Ignatius must contact the pastor at least six 
months before the wedding. 

. 
Baptism: Parents planning to have their child baptized must attend baptism classes.  Please contact Sarah 

MacMillan to schedule the class ignatiusreligion@gmail.com. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: If you would like to learn about becoming a Catholic, please contact the 

Religious Education Office at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com.  Classes begin at the end of the summer. 
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Third Sunday of Lent 
 

March 12, 2023 
 
 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship him  
must worship in Spirit and truth.” 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 11 – 5:00 p.m. – Joanne Beall + 
Sunday, March 12 – 7:30 a.m. – Edward Maenner + 

Sunday, March 12 – 9:00 a.m. – Keith Sams + 
Sunday, March 12 – 11:15 a.m. – Big Al Worthington (healing) 
Sunday, March 12 – 6:00 p.m. – Louis Grasso + 

 
Easter and Passover the dates, season and sun light  This Sunday, like it or not we turn clocks forward one 

hour.  Just as the number of daylight minutes is growing by two to three minutes per day, we shift more of that 

light to the end of the work day.  We try to capture and use the sunlight, it puts a bounce in our steps and causes 

flowers to open and plant shoots to grow longer at an amazing rate. This excitement of Spring is also reflected 

in the Jewish and Christian festival calendars.  The Spring Equinox when sunrise and sun set are twelve hours 

apart is also the beginning of Astronomical Spring. As the days get longer and the sun rises higher on the 

horizon the we shake off the winter chill.  Both Easter and Passover move around a bit in the calendar but 

always occur in the early Spring. Passover always falls on a full moon, the 15
th
 day of the lunar month of Nisan.  

For a while the Christian celebration of Holy Thursday and Eater were tied to the feast of Passover.  Over time 

the Church made two decisions – to celebrate Easter on a Sunday and to use a different determination than the 

actual feast of Passover.  Sunday the day of Jesus Resurrection become the primary day for Christian worship. 

So for a while Easter was the Sunday after Passover. At the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, the Church decided 

to continue at the same time of the year but not follow strictly the date of Passover.  So today Easter falls on the 

first Sunday after the first full moon (beginning of a lunar month) after the Spring equinox.  The Islamic 

observance of Ramadan, shifts throughout the year, but the Jewish observance of the Passover and Easter 

remain firmly in the Spring (in the Northern Hemisphere). In this way nature with its warmth, the bright light 

and the new shoots of plants support our celebrations and lift our spirits.  They are not feasts of the planets or 

solar system, but rather are divine festival which we have the good fortune to celebrate in the season of new life 

and hope.  

Cardinal Gregory – Dispensation from abstinence from meat on St. Patrick’s day 2023 

This year, the Memorial of Saint Patrick falls on Friday, March 17.  I therefore decree that on 

Friday, March 17, 2023, all Catholics of the Archdiocese of Washington, no matter where they 

may be, and all other Catholics actually present in the Archdiocese on that day, are, by my 

authority, dispensed from the obligation (can. 87 §1) 

 
Communion under both species  The Archdiocese has given permission to return to Holy 

Communion under both species using the chalice beginning on Holy Thursday.  We need more 

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion.  We also need ushers, lectors, and altar servers.  

Please let us know by email or phone call if you’re interested in any of these important 

ministries. 

 
 

  



Lenten Program - How did the Scriptures come to be? Tues. at 6:30 p.m.  and Wed., after 

the 8 a.m. morning Mass-same class different day and time.  NOTE THE DIFFERENT 

DAYS OF THE WEEK.  How does that process of forming and Bible help us to understand it?   

 

Lenten Guidelines on Fasting and Abstinence  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 

obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are 

obligatory days of abstinence. For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting 

are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, 

as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning 

abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 

onwards. 

Restoration Progress  This week, we expect Washington Art Glass to begin restoration of the 

exterior window frames, weather permitting.  All 12 of the wood framed windows will have the 

wood restored and painted. Then protective laminated glass will be affixed over them in a white 

aluminum frame. This will protect the stained glass and increase the sound and temperature 

insulation.   

 The major unfinished restoration is the south facing second floor porch. It is clearly not 

part of the original historic manor house, but having been attached for about 100 years, it 

becomes part of the historic evolution of the building.  New support beams have arrived as well 

as some of the framing material. Demolition has begun, the rebuilding will follow. The 

windows are back ordered so they will be the last part of the exterior work by CSI. There are 

little sections of repointing and touch-up work on the wood trim that continue to be addressed.    

 

The Cemetery  THANK YOU to Bobby Boarman and John Gragan, who with a volunteer crew 

have worked wonders on the south edge of the cemetery.  The knotweed which the goats ate 

some years ago, had come back in areas that defied regular mowing.  There were also a number 

of downed and leaning trees which became trellises for some of southern Maryland’s finest 

vines.  

 As the edge of the undergrowth retreated, a number of river stones reappeared.  Some of 

those surely marked graves sites of those who could not afford engraved stones.  It seems clear 

that much of the open area on the south western quarter of the pre 1980 cemetery contains 

remains of parishioners who have no identifying markers. For those of you who are more recent 

arrivals, that was the area for African American and Native American burials. We hope to 

combine our various burial records to provide a digital data base of burial at Chapel Point for 

families.  
 

Spring Clean up of the cemetery  Our contractor will start cutting grass in the cemetery soon, 

so please remove décor from around graves of your loved ones that is on the ground and in the 

way of the equipment.  Please leave nothing in the grass. 

 

Stations of the Cross will be held on Fridays during Lent at 6:30 p.m.  NOTE the time 

change.  After Stations in the church, we will have fellowship and a light meatless meal in the 

parish hall.  Please bring something to share. 

 



The Restorers of Mt. Carmel’s St. Ignatius is sponsoring  Lenten Prayer services Thursdays, 

March 16th and 30th from 3 to 4pm in the parish hall. All parishioners and their family are 

invited to attend. Members of the Restorers of Mt. Carmel will lead shared prayer, readings, and 

reflection on how these 40 days assist us to walk a little farther in our Lenten journey.  

 
Lenten Food Drive   Our annual food drive will run through Lent.  Food collected will be sent 

to Wayside Food Bank to feed the needy in our local community.  There are paper bags in the 

back of the church if you need some.  Any non-perishable food items are gratefully accepted.  

Please check the expiration dates.  We cannot distribute out of date food.  Some items on our 

wish list are oatmeal (single serve and boxes), ramen noodles, mac and cheese, canned veggies, 

fruit, canned meat (tuna, chicken), soups, spaghetti sauce and noodles, peanut butter, jelly. We 

can also use small containers of detergent and bleach.  With prices at the grocery stores your 

donations are even more appreciated.  If you’d rather make a monetary donation, checks can be 

made out to Wayside Food Bank, Inc.  Put them in a separate envelope with WFB on the front, 

place in the collection or mail it in to the office and your donation will be given to the 

appropriate person at WFB. 

 
THIS WEEK IN FAITH FORMATION, we learned about how spending time in prayer deepens our 

relationship with God.  Prayer is having a conversation with God.  We join in communion with God when we 

allow ourselves to seek him out as He calls to us.  This Lent, let's ask God for a heart like Christ's, so that we 

can better yearn for a closeness with God, our Father as Jesus so clearly modeled for us His closeness with His 

Father.  As the Catechism instructs, "The heart is the dwelling-place where I am, where I live; according to the 

Semitic or Biblical expression, the heart is the place "to which I withdraw." The heart is our hidden center, 

beyond the grasp of our reason and of others; only the Spirit of God can fathom the human heart and know it 

fully. The heart is the place of decision, deeper than our psychic drives. It is the place of truth, where we choose 

life or death. It is the place of encounter, because as image of God we live in relation: it is the place of 

covenant." (CCC 2563)  What do we do if we do not know what to say to God?  First, we should begin all our 

prayers blessing ourselves with the power of the Holy Trinity as we make the sign of the cross.  This gesture 

calls down God upon us, and puts us in a mindframe to pray.  Next, we should always praise God, for He is all 

powerful and majestic in every way.  Then, we thank God for everything that we have in this world that is good 

comes from Him.  Now is the time we can relax with God, and with the confidence of a small child asking his 

or her parents for requests, we should trust in God's mercy, and bring to Him any requests, or petitions, we 

have.  They may be large, like helping a loved one be healed from an illness, or they may be small, like 

allowing us to get out the door for work at peace.  We are a beloved child of God, and what matters to us, 

matters to Him, no matter how big or small.  Speaking of small, we now have to be humble enough to know that 

our requests may not be answered in the way we expect, or in the timeframe we expect.  We entrust ourselves 

to God.  The secret to entrusting is to release control.  Think of riding a horse: if a rider were to hold tight to the 

reins, he would be pulling the bit back, annoying the horse, and giving the horse the command to stay still or go 

back, which is probably his exact opposite desire.  When the rider relaxes on the reins, the horse can make 

forward motion and have a relaxing ride.  Are you holding tight onto the reins of your life?  Once you make 

your request to God, imagine yourself giving Him this prayer offering.  You need to release control, and trust 

that your God is a good and gracious God who will give you every available grace you need.  Don't forget to 

thank God again for His friendship, love, goodness, and enduring mercy.  "Be still, and know that I am God." 

Psalm 46:10. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS are also due for Violet Mudd who experienced too, for the first time, the healing and 

uplifting graces received through the sacrament of Reconciliation with her friends at our Reconciliation 

Retreat.  May you always feel the peace found through God's forgiveness in the sacrament.  

 



 

Please continue to keep our couples in prayer, Taylor & Jordon and Hannah & Brian who participated in this 

past weekend's Pre-Cana Marriage Retreat.  May the Holy Spirit guide them as they prepare for the 

sacrament of Holy Matrimony. 

Congratulations to our catechumens and candidate, Lucas, Judy, and Jacob, who were called the Christ by 

Cardinal Gregory this past Sunday Rite of the Election and Call to Continuing Conversion.  Please continue to 

lift them up in prayer as they begin their final preparations to receive their sacraments at the Easter vigil. 

Keep in your prayers our confirmandi as they participate in their CONFIRMATION 

RETREAT this Saturday, March 19th from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM in the Parish Hall.   

 

CRS Rice Bowls give meaning to our Lent!    Through the support of Catholic Relief Services, farmers like 

Rony in drought-stricken Honduras have been able to make irrigation systems to support their crops, animals, 

and themselves with vital water supply.  Lift up our neighbors in Honduras in prayer, and ask God to write on 

your heart how you can help them through your prayers and almsgiving in your rice bowl.  Pray, fast, and 

give.  Rice bowls will be collected at Easter. 

 

INQUIRY COURSE on the Church (RCIA) meets on THURSDAYS at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall Religious 

Education Office. Do you know someone who wants to learn about our faith? Are you wanting to learn more 

about your faith?  Feel free to join us! Contact Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-

7020 for more information.  

 

BAPTISM PREP will be offered on Sunday, March 19th from 11:15 AM-1:15 PM: Are you expecting, or 

have you had a child, and you are looking to formally welcome your child into the community of believers 

through the sacrament of baptism? Contact Sarah MacMillan at ignatiusreligion@gmail.com or (301)885-7020 

to find out more information on how to get prepared for the sacrament.  

 

FAITH FORMATION & CONFIRMATION PREP CONTINUE this weekend. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: VBS will be July 10th-14th this summer.  Stay tuned for more detailed 

information to follow.   

 

Gift Shop The gift shop will close for the winter months but will be glad to place special orders 

during that time.  Leave a request in the collection basket marked gift shop, included your name 

and phone number.  Thanks for your support throughout the years.  
 

Days of Prayer at Loyola on the Potomac  Each Day of Prayer starts at 9:00 am and ends at 

3:00 pm and includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch and Mass.  Dates are: April 3; Lenten 

Days of Prayer; May 15 Marian Day of Prayer; July 31  Day of Prayer–Feast of S t. Ignatius. 

The fee for each day of prayer is $40.  Register now at loyolaretreat.org. 

Maryland 389
th

 Anniversary St. Clements Island Saturday March 25  As usual there will be 

a Mass on St. Clements Island Commemorating the first Mass in the English colonies. His 

Excellency Archbishop Christophe Pierre the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States will 

celebrate Mass on the Island at 11a.m. The Vatican established this diplomatic mission to the 

United States 130 years ago. Free boat service will begin at 9:30 am. The official State 

celebration will follow at St. Mary’s City at 1 pm.  
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ANS is currently enrolling for the 2023-2024 school year. Please contact the admissions 

director, Kathleen Hiner at admissions@archbishopnealeschool.org for more information and to 

schedule a tour. 

ANS is currently seeking teachers for the 2023-2024 school year. For more information please 

contact the school office - office@archbishopnealeschool.org or call (301) 934-9595 

 

Spring Oysterfest, Benedict on the Patuxent, Saturday, March 25th, Saint Francis de Sales 

Hall, 7209 Benedict Ave. 12-3 PM. Local oysters fried, scalded and raw at outdoor bar, local 

BBQ roast pig, steamed shrimp, hush puppies, potato salad, green beans, cole slaw, candied 

yams, green beans, mac and cheese, home made desserts. $30 per adult, reserve a table for six 

and one person eats free. Family rates. Call for more info 301-274-3416. 
 

GUEST SPEAKER SERIES AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  Join us at St. Francis Xavier Hall 

in Compton on March 22, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. for a talk on the history of the Jesuits by Reverend 

David J. Collins, SJ. Fr. Collins will be drawing from his soon-to-be published book "The 

Jesuits in the United States: A Concise History." Dessert and coffee will be served. All 

welcomed. 

 
6th Annual “Walk in the Park”  5K Fun Run/Walk  The “Walk in the Park” at St. Francis 

Xavier Church on Saturday, April 22, 2023 is to benefit our parish’s Newtowne Manor House 

Preservation/Restoration Fund. Course starts at St. Francis Xavier Church parking lot and 

follows the road into picturesque Newtowne Neck State Park. Information on registration on 

our website:  www.stfrancisxavierchurch.org. If you need additional information, please contact 

Sarah Matisick at 301-247-7416.  

 

Offering Envelopes provided by the church  If you get offering envelopes in the mail for 

your giving to the parish and don’t use them; either because you write a check and put it in the 

collection or have now begun giving online; please contact the parish office so we can cancel 

your envelopes.  There is a monthly cost to the parish for envelopes, and it continues to increase 

due to postage and printing.   We only receive approximately 90 envelopes each week in the 

collection, but have over 200 people receiving envelopes each month.  Thank you for your 

understanding. 
 

Collection Report for Weekend of February Offertory $5,542; Votives $4; Church Dev. 

World $5, Catholic Relief Services $110; Total $5,661. Thank you for your support.  

 
Please remember the following  people in your daily prayers: Karen and family, Marie Martin,  Clarence 

Tucker, James Johnson, Jimmie Roberts, Chuck Gould, Abby Shlagel, Jim Abell, WhitneyHart,  Dina Delozier, 

Carrie Tucker, Evelyn Jackson, Tess Franch, David Braunstein, Raymond L. Zuknick, Sr., Butch Hayden, Rose 

Langley,  Mary Margaret Clarke,  Michelle Goldsmith, Roy Maier, Tim Moore,  Denise Edelen,  Buddy Burch,  

Candice and Miles, Marie Jenkins, Ruth Watson, Van Watson, Pat Kirkland, Eddie Fitzpatrick, Francis Knott,  

The staff and residents of assisted living and nursing homes, Amelia Zito, Karen Muhlenkamp, Peter Dahl,  

Alice Pickett,  Dorothy Simms, Antoine Watson, Vickie & Greg Pickeral, David A. Proctor, Irene Proctor, 

Mary Jane Zuknick,  Toni Gallagher, John Abell,  Pat Anderson, Steve Oliff, Victims, families and survivors of 

abuse 
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