
Pastor’s Corner 

Dear People of Divine Savior and our Cherished Visitors: 

Acts of the Apostles: 8:5-8, 14-17; Psalm 66:1-3,4-5, 6-7, 16. 20; 1Peter: 3:15-18;  
John 14:15-21 

Last week’s Gospel as well as the one for this Sunday are part of a five-chapter section of 
John’s Gospel that Jesus shared with His disciples at their last meal together.  We come to 
realize more deeply the great love Jesus had for His first followers, and, in turn, for us.  We 
are invited to allow the Scripture readings to be alive for us every time we read and reflect on 
them.  Jesus is expressing the same care for us in these words.  Part of what we want to 
realize is how personal Jesus is as He lives within us.  “If you love me…”  We hopefully are 
in a position to say that it is not “if’”.  Dare we say “because” we love Jesus?   

Another interesting point is that we are commanded to love.  Isn’t that a first cousin to the 
command to “be spontaneous?”  Reflecting on how Jesus expresses His love for us, we gladly 
choose to reciprocate and live in a way that clearly demonstrates the fulfillment we 
experience in loving Jesus, and, by extension, in loving one another.  How peaceful and 
joyful would our lives be if most of our reflection time focused on the mutual love we enjoy 
because of our intimate relationship with Jesus!  Of course, in this context, we can’t help but 
think of the times we have failed to love Jesus when we have not loved ourselves or not loved 
others.  The challenge for some of us is to see how quickly we can allow the love Jesus shares 
with us to help us let go of guilt and shame, determine how we will change our behavior and 
allow the love of Jesus to empower us to become more loving of self and others. 

When we reflect on our love for Jesus, hopefully we can experience the reality of the last 
sentence of this week’s gospel.  “Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love him and reveal myself to him.”  Earlier in the passage Jesus assures us that we know the 
Holy Spirit “because He remains with you and will be in you.”  Hopefully, this gives new 
meaning to being baptized “in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”   

As we continue to deal with the reality of Covid-19, what can we make of this time of limited 
activity as we ponder that we are an integral part of the love shared between the three persons 
of the Trinity?  What images can emerge that describe what it is like to be saturated in love, 
embraced by love, that our very breathing is a continual renewal in the love of God?  Isn’t it 
high time that we look at everything from the perspective of our all-loving God?  What 
difference do we suppose we could make in our world if we based every decision, personal, 
communal, spiritual and civil, on what the most loving action would be? 

Our second reading reminds us that living this way will bring about a renewed sense of 
gentleness and reverence.  That reading also cautions that when we are maligned, defamed, or 
shamed for our style of life, we help each other to allow those painful experiences to be 
steppingstones to refocus again on the reality of who we are in our relationship with the 
Triune God of love. 

       ~Fr. Roman 

May 17, 2020 

Financial Support of the Parish 

I want to acknowledge and express profound gratitude for the 
steady stream of contributions toward parish operations and the 
building fund by many parishioners of our parish. Much 
appreciation and abundant blessing to everyone helping in any 
small or big way.  You can mail in donations, drop in parish 
mail box or those who want to switch to electronic giving, please 
go to our parish website https://www.divinesavior.com/giving.  
Please note that we have added a new option, “text giving.”   

~ Fr. Roman Mueller, S.D.S.  

When can we resume celebrating Mass 

publicly at our beautiful church?  Once 

phase 3 begins for Sacramento County, 

the Bishop will authorize the priests of 

the diocese to resume the celebration of 

the Masses publicly during the COVID-

19 pandemic. This could be weeks or 

months, we don’t know. We do know 

that things will look different when we return. The Diocese has 

prepared a set of guidelines, per the recommendations issued by 

the CDC and state/local authorities. These guidelines are not 

meant to restrict us, but to allow us to continue forward on the 

journey toward celebration of Mass in person.  

The staff is busy preparing to welcome us back. The church 

floor has had a thorough cleaning and lots of safety, hygiene 

and distancing measures are being put in place.  The top priority 

continues to be the health and safety of our parishioners and 

guests.  

Parishioners will be emailed when we are given the green light 
by the diocese.  We will post on our Facebook page, myParish 
app and send an owl to your door with the message (well maybe 

that won’t happen). But we will make every attempt to 
communicate the opening date!  Most importantly, whether we 
can join one another in the church or via livestream, we are 

together. Our hearts are united in love.  



Please pray for those who are sick, in pain or 
recovery, or in need of spiritual healing.  
  
Sheldon Anderson Jr.         Bill Amantea 
Jenny Azbill         Sharon Backus  
Marlena Beyer         Talon Bonanno 
Julie Bouse          Eduardo Bravo  
Pat Collier         Lauri Comly 
Madeleine Crepin            Noreen Davis            
Michael W. Donner         Carol Dziedzic  
JoAnn Elder         Reggie Faulk 
Dorothy Feldman               Bud Green                         
Gary Green                        Sandra Harris                    
Bridgette Hubbard             Martin Jennings                 
Michele Kinaan                 Mike Mahoney                  
Jack May                           Vicente Meno  
Allen D. Nelson        Glen Newton  
Shirley Newton        Patty Nicholson 
John Padden                       Karen Paddock 
Linda Parker         Eleanor Peterson                
Gladys Reilly                     Christopher Revak             
Roxanne Rosales               Madeline Rose                   
Gerry Ryden                      Donna Schulte                   
Tom Sekel                         Maan Sevilla                      
Matilda Sevilla                  Nene Sevilla                      
Vic Sevilla                         Lee “Lucky” Shaver          
Shari Sigl                           John Wick                    
Stella Zipp         Kim Knoll 
  

Please pray for the souls of those  
who have died: 

           

Sarah Rose Burk                Sally Hartley 

Louise Healy                      JoAnn Kuphaldt 

Mario Marckwordt          Vince McMahon 
  

—For these and all the faithful departed, 
through       

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Week of May 18th—May 24th 
 

Sunday Mass  - Mass will be livestreamed on 
Facebook & YouTube at 4:30pm Saturdays and 
9:00am Sundays. Recordings are available 2 
hours after on our parish Facebook, website, and 
YouTube channel (Divine Savior Orangevale) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCUPTKQe3Rxis-k1MNsJL8rw  
 

Daily Mass will be livestreamed on Facebook 
& YouTube at 9:00am. No morning Mass on 
Saturday. 
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy—Livestreamed on 
Mondays—Thursdays at 3pm, join Fr. Marcel as 
he prays the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at the 
very hour our Divine Savior died.  On 
Thursdays, Adoration will follow.   
 

Our Church and Parish Office will be closed 
until further notice, however staff will answer 
the phone Monday through Friday from 8:00am 
until 4:00pm. For funerals, confession, or 
anointing of the sick, please call the parish 
office.  

Resources for Senior Citizens:  
 

https://www.divinesavior.com/pastoral-care 

Bishop Jaime Soto invites the faithful to join 

together in prayer for  a live-streamed Mass 

during the Coronavirus pandemic  

Sunday, May 17th For all the graduates 

LIVE at 5pm  https://www.scd.org/event/

livestream-mass-all-graduates-bishop-jaime-

soto  

Friday, May 22, For the faithful departed - 

LIVE at noon  https://www.scd.org/mass-

with-bishop 

Prayers and Announcements 

Annual Talent Show May 30th 7:00pm 

We are proud to announce 
our annual talent show. 
The show will be live-
hosted here at Divine 
Savior and will be 
streamed straight into 
your living room, yard, or 

wherever you may be!  How do I participate in 
this amazing event? Simply record your act on 
your phone or ipad and after you have finished 
recording (and editing if necessary),  share it to 
divinesaviororangevale@gmail.com via iCloud, 
Dropbox, or Google Drive. Please limit acts to 2.5 
minutes! If you aren’t sure about the technology, 
please go to the parish website, https://
www.divinesavior.com/annual-parish-talent-show 
for details on how to submit your talent. If you 
have any questions email elaine@divinesavior.com 
or text her at (559) 307-4216.  

Deadline for submissions is May 17th. 

ONLINE PRAYER REQUESTS! 

"Divine Savior Book of Prayer" 
has a new online companion 
version!  During this strange stay-
at-home time, we would like to 

increase the connection between us and focus 
on the power of parishioners united in prayer 
for one another.  Our online prayer request page 
has a form to submit prayers, either 
confidentially or to post on the bottom of the 
page.  Feel free to check this page daily and 
pray for all the intentions listed on the online 
prayer tree: https://divinesavior.com/prayer-
request  

 
PRAYER TREE MINISTRY!  We are also 
seeking parishioners who would like to join this 
new home-based ministry.  Please email 
Caroline@divinesavior.com for more 
information on becoming a member! 
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Blessings during this time of Pandemic… 

 

We are now familiar with the prayer of spiritual communion, and many of us are attending 
Mass online with our Divine Savior family (If you have been unable to access Mass, either 
livestreamed or recorded PLEASE reach out to elaine@divinesavior.com. ).  

 

  Today, I would like us to consider the sacramental aspect of blessings. Many times we ask for 
a home, person, car or special object to be blessed by a priest. While wonderful, do we realize that through our own 
universal priesthood, each of us has the ability to convey blessings? We do so every day as we share a meal. We thank God 
for our food. We bless ourselves as we enter churches. All life is a blessing, even though sometimes darkness casts a shadow 
and we forget, or have doubt. So each time we leave our homes to go for a walk, to the grocery store, or to work, let’s bless 
ourselves and one another. Each time we order takeout or delivery, let’s bless the workers who assist us, even if it is not face 
to face. No matter how brief a blessing, we are reminded of our dependence upon God for our life and with each blessing we 
are renewed with strengthened gratitude for the gifts of creation and one another. 

 

Give a blessing? What? I can’t do that. I don’t know the words! Words are not as important as intent, in fact,  “may God 
bless you”, or “thank you, may you be kept safe in God’s love as you continue your work today” are perfectly suitable,  but 
here are some steps that may be helpful, if words don’t come as easily as we would like. 

 

1. Begin with a statement of praise: “Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation” or similar. 

2. Mention what God has done: “You reveal yourself in new and unexpected places”; “you bring gifts/healing/
miracles every day” 

3. State a petition for the person, place or object to be blessed: “Bless our car and help us travel to work and 
elsewhere, so that wherever we go, we are a blessing to all we meet”; “Bless Sue, the cashier at Grocery 
Outlet, that she may be kept safe today and always”. 

4. Conclude with a statement of faith: “We/I ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

As we are blessed, let us continually remind ourselves and others that we are cherished and beloved children of God.  
~ Elaine 

mailto:elaine@divinesavior.com

