
Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Parishioners of Divine Savior and our cherished visitors: 

1Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Psalm 85:9-14; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33  

In last week’s Gospel, we reflected on how Jesus had heard about the inhumane death of His 
cousin and precursor, John the Baptist.  Wanting to engage in self-care, He set out to find a 
deserted place.  Many people figured out His destination and got to where Jesus disembarked 
before He did.  Despite His own grief and pain, He chose to feel the peoples’ pain and needs 
as much as His own.  Today’s Gospel has Jesus go up in the mountain by Himself to pray.  
We know that we choose to engage in similar behavior when we want to spend quiet time in 
self-care but choose to be attentive to the needs of others.  Hopefully, we can imitate Jesus 
and get back to self-care when we have taken care of the pressing needs, we chose to attend 
to. 

It is fascinating that Jesus first made the disciples get into the boat while He dismissed the 
crowd.  What a clever move to make it more likely that He would get away and wouldn’t be 
inclined to help the disciples reflect on what they had experienced with Jesus healing the 
people and feeding them.   

It is not a surprise that the disciples experienced turbulence on the lake.  To what degree was 
the turbulence a symbol for their unsettledness?  As often happens when we reflect on our 
experiences of Jesus, of the divine, we become aware of that sacred Presence.  As the 
disciples were terrified by experiencing the Presence of Jesus, so we, too, are not sure what to 
make of His making His Presence known, often when we least expect Him to.  If we are open 
and, in a position, to listen, we will hear, as did the disciples, Jesus assure us that indeed it is 
He and that there is no need to be afraid.  We are called to remind one another that one way 
to overcome our fears is to assure each other that Jesus is truly present, even when we are 
frightened. 

There is a little bit of Peter in all of us.  We wonder how far we can expand this experience.  
Like Peter, we reveal our confusion about whether Jesus is really present in the storms of our 
lives by saying as did Peter, “Lord, if it is You…”  We can easily imagine that Jesus smiles 
when we say something as goofy as Peter did, because Jesus knows who will falter because 
of a refusal to believe fully in Him.  Like Peter, the winds of uncertainty and fear come to full 
bloom and we, too, realize how we need to let ourselves experience as fully as possible the 
brief moments when Jesus makes Himself known to us.  We see how gentle Jesus is with 
Peter and us in our spiritual growth experiences as He reaches out and takes our hand. 

When we allow ourselves to experience Jesus Presence within us and among us, it is amazing 
how quickly our fears will dissipate.  We pray that in being instruments of Jesus Presence, we 
can help each other achieve peace in the storms of our lives as we assure each other that we 
are not alone, but that the loving goodness of God our Savior is truly present.  In a similar 
way, Elijah, in our first reading, allowed the “tiny whispering sound” to calm him at a time 
when he was frazzled and upset.  

  ~Fr. Roman 

August 9, 2020 

Honoring the Dignity of 
God’s People – Care for all 
  
Racial and economic 
disparities in health care should 
be eliminated.  "There is no 
stage of development, nor 
medical or psychological or 
physical condition.... which 

changes the fact that each person's dignity is given by 
God and must be protected by all people." Please go to 
the Social Justice tab and click on Respect Life 
Ministry in the drop down menu to learn more.    
https://www.divinesavior.com/respect-life-ministry 
 

“Those Who Are Just, Must Be Kind.” 
Wisdom 12:19  

 

Thank you! 
 

Abundant thanks to Barbara 
Marquez, Michele Wong 
and Michelle Grotemeyer 
who have completed their 3-
year term on Divine Savior’s Parish Pastoral 
Council.  We thank them for generously sharing their 
time and talent with our parish community and look 
forward to how they will continue sharing their talents 
with other parish ministries.  
 

Welcome to the newest PPC members, Joni Borbon, 
Julie Malmberg, Sue O’Donnell and Mary Ann 
Mitchell who will join the existing members to 
provide ideas and resources to Fr. Roman, Fr. Marcel 
and staff to help accomplish the parish mission of 
“...living out the Gospel of Jesus and sharing His 
message in service, so all may know the Savior. “ For 
more information about PPC or to view minutes from 
the 2020 PPC meetings, please go to the parish website 
https://www.divinesavior.com/pastoral-council.   

PARISH COUNCIL 

https://www.divinesavior.com/respect-life-ministry
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Going Deeper with  

Fr. Roman  
Be sure to watch this weeks 
edition of “Going Deeper” 
with Fr. Roman:  

God is Nonviolent,  Click here: 

Please pray for those who are sick, in pain 
or recovery, or in need of spiritual healing.  
  

Sheldon Anderson Jr.   Talon Bonanno                 
Julie Bouse                   Eduardo Bravo                 
Pat Collier                     Lauri Comly                     
Noreen Davis                Michael W. Donner 
Rosemary Dubé            Carol Dziedzic              
JoAnn Elder                  Reggie Faulk               
Dorothy Feldman          Linda Goulet                
Bud Green                    Sandra Harris                
Bridgette Hubbard        Martin Jennings            
Diane Jones                  Carl Larson                           
Vicente Meno               Mauri Murillo               
Allen D. Nelson            Glen Newton                
Shirley Newton             Patty Nicholson            
Jacque Olson                 John Padden                  
Karen Paddock              Linda Parker                 
Gladys Reilly                Christopher Revak        
Roxanne Rosales           Madeline Rose              
Gerry Ryden                  Donna Schulte              
Tom Sekel                     Shari Sigl                      
Isrrael Lopez Silva        Daya Vati Singh 
Dorothy Wong              Stella Zipp 
    
 

Please pray for the souls of those  
who have died: 

 

Bill Amantea                   Mary Knepshield              
 

—For these and all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God,  

Deepening Our Christian Faith -  a small 
faith group study with Fr. Marcel 

Sundays at 2pm, all are welcome to virtually 
attend Fr. Marcel's small faith group discussion. 
Together, lets deepen our Christian faith. Email 
Fr. Marcel for zoom meeting info or further 
information at frmarcel@divinesavior.com. 

Collection for the Church in Latin America 

THIS weekend.  The funds donated help strength-

en families, fund Catholic education, and foster 

priestly and religious vocations. To learn more 

about how your gifts make a difference,           

click here  

ENROLLMENT FOR CHILDREN/
YOUTH 

The Faith Formation team continues to explore all 
of the ways that the Holy Spirit can creatively 
guide our ministries. Whether virtually or in 
person, know that continuing to form  your  
children/teens  in   the  faith  is   our utmost 
priority.  To enroll click here. 
 

For more information about children's ministry, 
including sacrament preparation, please contact 
Jen Shaver at jennifer@divinesavior.com,  

For information about middle school ministry 
contact Brian Collier at brian@divinesavior.com  

For  information  about  Confirmation  for  8th - 
10th  grade,  please  contact  Debbie Sultan  at 
lifeteen@divinesavior.com 

For children ages 7 - 17 who have nor been 
baptized or teens who have not made their First 
Communion contact Jen Shaver at 
jennifer@divinesavior.com  

We will celebrate outside Mass this Sunday, 
August 9th at 7:30am behind the church, 
near choir side door. For those who have sent 
in an RSVP, all current guidelines will remain, 
including wearing a mask at all times, 
maintaining physical distancing and we ask 
that everyone bring a chair.  Please reserve 
small parking lot by Filbert for those who are 
less mobile.  Outdoor Communion will be 
shared after the 9am Mass as usual.   

Golf is one activity we 

can still play! Have you 

signed up for the 2020 

Knights Charity Through 

Golf Tournament on 

Monday, September 28th?  

Click here to learn more 

about signing up or to 

sponsor a hole! 

Virtual Seminars for Senior Citizens and 
those who care for elderly parents!   

See the pastoral page on our website for two 
amazing seminars offered by Senior Care 
Solutions and Catholic Funeral and Cemetery 
Services: https://divinesavior.com/resources-
for-senior-citizens 

FAITH FORMATION 

SENIOR CITIZENS  

LITURGY  

Next Saturday, August 15th at 9am, we will 

celebrate a livestreamed Mass for the 

Assumption of Mary. It is not a Holy Day of 

Obligation but we want to afford everyone an 

opportunity to celebrate this  important 

Solemnity.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogE1FF_-NOs
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