Divine Savior Church

Lectors - Proclaimers of the Word
Responsibilities - Be prepared
Know WHEN you are scheduled to proclaim.  

Please prepare both readings, just in case of an emergency.
Know WHAT you are scheduled to proclaim.
Check your workbook to ensure you have the correct reading for the liturgical 

week and for the proper date. Any questions, please email or text Elaine at
  (559)307-4216
Know HOW to read the passage effectively, so it is a true proclamation.

Read the passage for understanding, and rehearse your proclamation aloud, 
preferably with someone else present.
Know WHERE to be, when to be there, and what to do next…
WHEN YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO PROCLAIM
            Schedules- 
              Kathleen, our amazing scheduler and administrative assistant, sends out schedules for a 
              three month period. Schedules will be created and emailed to you by the scheduling
              software program, MSP, Ministry Scheduler Pro.

Pick up a schedule in the sacristy if you did not receive it via email. Please email Elaine at Elaine@divinesavior.com if you didn’t receive an email and one is not in the sacristy for you. 

Please let Kathleen  know through msp or Kathleen@divinesavior.com as soon as possible if there are any dates for the next quarter that you know you will not be available.
The schedule is typically sent out a week or two before the next time period. 

We recognize that things happen, so if a wonderful unplanned opportunity to go to Europe, or alternatively, an illness, occurs, making it impossible to let us know before the schedule is made, please sign on to the schedule website, and request a sub to take your place. The link is: www.rotundasoftware.com/?user=divinesavior
You will need a username and password. Contact  Kathleen@divinesavior.com  to get set up for the first time.
 Please please follow up to see if someone has signed up to take your place. If  no one has filled the position, please make phone calls, texts, or personal emails. It is the responsibility of the assignee to get a sub. The sacristan is there to fill in last minute holes, for example, if you come down with an illness the day before you are scheduled.
WHAT YOU ARE SCHEDULED TO PROCLAIM
Scripture passages–All lectors/proclaimers will receive a workbook with all of the Masses for the liturgical year. You will be given a new workbook each year, as the scripture proclamations cycle each year for three years. If you are unable to attend one of the scheduled lector refreshers, please contact Elaine for a one on one meeting.
HOW TO PROCLAIM EFFECTIVELY

Before you can proclaim scripture in a meaningful way, you must understand what is happening in a particular passage. Read the scripture passage several times to yourself to get a sense of the message that is being delivered. It may be useful to go to your bible and read a few paragraphs before and after your reading to help you to understand the context.

Next, look at the reading to get a sense of the tone of the reading. The workbook frequently points out passages that need to be articulated in a particular way. Pay attention to this guide, as it will help you get the message across to the congregation in an effective manner.

Many readings have direct quotes from one or two different sources. Read these as you imagine you would say them if you were the speaker being quoted. Try to differentiate between narrative and the quotes of different people by varying your tone or pace.

The workbook also italicizes or bold prints words or phrases that should be stressed. Read the passage aloud, giving emphasis to those words or phrases as indicated in the workbook. Work on using voice inflection to give flavor to your reading. When you are reading aloud in practice, pay attention to reading more slowly than you are inclined to do. You are trying to bring a piece of scripture alive to several hundred people who want to hear the message. If you read too fast, read in a monotone, or don’t articulate clearly, they will tune out. Practice speaking each word clearly, at a smooth, deliberate pace. Don’t just insert a pause between words spoken too quickly. 

Voice inflection is key to maintaining contact with the congregation. Read as you would speak, neither over or under-emphasizing. Speak as if you were the author, proclaiming this with someone you love very much, your brother or sister perhaps…because you are doing just that. Understand the message in the scripture, and use your voice to convey that emotion and intensity. 

Make frequent eye contact. Be familiar enough with the reading before you arrive for Mass that you can look up at the people in the congregation frequently without losing your place or your train of thought. Memorize the title of the reading AND the first line or two. When you take your place at the Ambo, pause to get people’s attention and then, without looking down at the lectionary, proclaim the title and begin the reading while looking at several people in the sanctuary. This initial eye contact will focus your audiences’ attention on what you are proclaiming. If you have to look down before you begin, you lose that initial advantage. As the reading progresses, look up frequently as you are speaking to maintain a sense of connection with the congregation. When you have completed the reading, recite the phrase, “The Word of

The Lord” looking out at the congregation, and continue to maintain eye contact with them until they have responded.


WHERE TO BE, WHEN TO BE THERE AND WHAT NEXT…

Before Mass begins

-Please arrive at least 15 minutes before Mass to:

A-Sign in so the sacristan knows you are present.

B-. Go to the altar and retrieve the Lectionary from the shelf below the lectern (on the ambo), and place it on the lectern open to the first passage for that day
C-. Ensure that the microphone is on and adjusted to your height
D-. The Prayers of the Faithful are printed and will be on the Ambo for all Masses. 

The second proclaimer should review them for familiarity, and also for pronunciation of names. These will be printed on MSP by Thursday evening before you are scheduled to lector, personally emailed to you.
E- Join in prayer with the other ministers of the Mass.
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One lector (usually lector 1) reads the Call to Worship at the beginning of Mass, before the entrance procession.  Lector 2 joins the altar servers and priest in the procession with the Book of Gospels at the beginning of the Mass, carrying the book. Hold the book upright at chest level during the procession. 

When the procession reaches the foot of the altar, step slightly to either side to allow the Priest to join you. All bow together taking your cue from the Priest, then the proclaimer places the book on the altar and returns to his seat.

The REASON for the bow is that the altar is the place that the simple gifts of the harvest, wheat and the wine become the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. It is an acknowledgment of respect.
After the Priest reads the opening prayer, the first proclaimer walks respectfully up to the Ambo, then proclaims the scripture reading, leaving the book on the stand at all times. The proclaimer concludes by making eye contact with the assembly, saying “The Word of the Lord”, and after the assembly responds
After the cantor finishes the Responsorial Psalm, the second proclaimer goes to the Ambo and begins the second reading. At the end of the passage, after reciting “The Word of the Lord” as in the above paragraph, the proclaimer closes the Lectionary, removes it from the lectern and puts it on the shelf beneath the lectern, and returns to his seat.
The second proclaimer will return to the Ambo to read the prayers of the faithful, immediately after the recitation of the Creed. Time yourself to be at the foot of the altar when the Creed is finished, and quickly move to the Ambo while the celebrant introduces the prayers of the faithful. Lead the congregation, reciting the prayers and requesting response from the congregation after each petition. The second proclaimer waits on the altar until the Priest has finished the petition, then returns to his seat.

One proclaimer should go back to the altar platform after the song of sending has been completed, and take the Book of Gospels back to the sacristy if the RCIA candidates have not already removed it during mass.
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops handy references

Daily Readings:  http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1&action=month
About the role of lector: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-word/the-lector-at-mass.cfm
About the Liturgy of the Word:  http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/the-mass/order-of-mass/liturgy-of-the-word/index.cfm
During the week, when studying and practicing:

“Come Holy Spirit, into my mind and my heart as I read these Sacred Scriptures. Inspire me with your grace to proclaim this Living Word with sincerity and reverence. Help me to focus on the Word and discern its meaning so that I can communicate it clearly and enthusiastically. Each time I approach the Ambo, remind me that I am on holy ground and that the Ministry of proclaiming the Scriptures is a sacred trust. I place all my trust in you, that through your power, the people of God will hear and accept the Word into their hearts”

On your scheduled day, before leaving for mass:                                    

Lord, invest me with your power
as I prepare to proclaim the marvel of your message.
I have prepared my reading,
I have tried to take within me
the meaning of what I am about to proclaim.
Help me to proclaim, not just with my lips,
but with my whole heart and soul.
Lord, make me a hollow reed
so that your voice will be heard by all who hear me.
Free me of excessive concern over my performance.
Convert my feeling of nervousness and
turn all my apprehension into an energy
for proclaiming your word with power and authority.
May your Spirit live in me and
fill the holy word that I proclaim.

I praise you and give thanks to you O God, 

for calling me to proclaim your word to your beloved people.

 Open the hearts of all who gather here today, 

so that they may hear your voice when I read. 

Cleanse my heart and mind, And open my lips 

so that I may proclaim your glory.

All praise to you, heavenly Father, through the Lord Jesus, 

in the Holy Spirit, Now and forever. Amen. 
Simple prayer as you proceed to the ambo:

Open my lips Lord, help me to speak Your Word

Notes:

