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Attendees: 
Fr. Roman, Fr. Marcel, Denise Hackett, Kellyann Allio, Joseph Ames, Andrea Boyd, Steven Boyd, 
Joni Borbon, Laini Harris, Julie Malmberg, Mary Ann Mitchell, James Moore, Sue O’Donnell, 
John Valentine, Michael Welsh. Guest: Caroline Easton (Pastoral Care). Absent: Tom Jones 
 

Meeting started at 7:02 p.m. 
 

Opening Prayer and Gospel; Reflection: 
Fr. Roman gave an opening prayer and discussed this Sunday’s scripture. PPC members 
reflected on the passage. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
August 25, 2020 minutes approved. 
 
Ministry Liaisons: 
Denise explained what a ministry liaison is. Liaisons are: 
 
Community Meal – Sue O’Donnell 
Faith Formation (Middle School, Children) – Julie Malmberg 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Filipino, other cultural – Joni Borbon 
Stewardship – Mary Ann Mitchell, Tom Jones 
Campus Development – Joe Ames 
Social Justice – Steven Boyd 
Welcoming – Andrea Boyd 
All, especially Liturgy – Michael Welsh 
Knights of Columbus – John Valentine 
Strategic Planning – Tom Jones 
St. Vincent de Paul – James Moore 
Building Bridges LGBTQ+  – Michael Welsh 
Ministry to the Homebound  – Kellyann Allio 
 
Parish Communications and Website Feedback 
Website went through major changes beginning in January with a new web developer. Web 
presence is dynamic rather than static. 
 
Prior was static – just basic information about the parish. Now multi-layered, cross linking, has 
taken place of lots of things previously in print are now electronic so they can be accessed 
directly from the website rather than calling parish for the information and forms. We have 
achieved the objective of channeling people to the website for information and forms. 
 
Picture on home page is too large and users will miss all the information on menus that are 
under the picture. It needs to be fixed so it shows up immediately when entering the website.  
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The application on the phone is less easy to navigate. Can’t find PPC, for example, unless you 
know the path. Search button is not obvious enough. Consider a tab for quick links. May want 
to look at additional page layouts to make navigation easier. Take down picture of prior PPC 
since we can’t take a new picture now. Revisit this when we can take a new picture. 
 
We should consider a message on the front page about how we welcome everyone to join our 
community. Maybe have a video during this period of COVID restrictions. Maybe “testimonials” 
of current parishioners on what brought them to Divine Savior. For people looking for a new 
church, maybe also include “welcoming” from some of our ministries to show our breadth. 
 
If we switch overall design, which type of device do we use more often? When home, desktop, 
but more often for younger folks the mobile phone is more often used. 
 
Sean will send a list to Caroline of ideas related to the video concepts. 
 
Steven happy we are showing some diversity and we should show that to the community. 
Andrea and several others are working on signage ideas in three areas: (1) regular banners, 
theme “all are welcome”, (2) replacing current signs, (3) electronic signs. Getting costs, 
maintenance issues, etc. and bringing information back to PPC. Theme is letting people know 
we exist as they are driving by. Fr. Roman mentioned there are people on Campus 
Development that are also working on signage. We need to get the two groups together. Mike 
Hatfield is working on it. Denise will get other names to Andrea. 
 
Discussion re: website issue regarding standards on what is posted on the website and in the 
bulletin. Issue re the page, Examining Racial Justice posting on our website. All members were 
asked to view the bulletin submissions and web page prior to the meeting.  
 
History: After a study group on racism was complete a group formed to submit items for the 
bulletin and website to inform parishioners on the topic of racism and begin the “Just Faith” 
training.  
 
The first bulletin submissions covered some of the tenets of Catholic social teaching. Following 
items posted on the seven tenets, there were postings specific to racism. Once we began going 
into depth on a specific topic, there were concerns about the page not being balanced and 
concern that the postings did not present the reader with the ability to process with someone 
or dialogue on the topic.  
 
Many members felt that there are forums for discussing these topics that are better than 
postings on the parish website. The key is that we want to have conversations where people 
are willing to listen, a skill lacking in our current society. 
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We should frame our conversation around our parish mission. How can I walk in someone else’s 
footsteps and understand their pain? 
 
Our focus should be on Jesus and building community. It’s important to have conversation 
about racism, but we should be careful about attributing blame or indicating that there is only 
one right way to think about the issue. Members were concerned about specific statements 
that racism is automatically attributed to anyone who is Caucasian and that our entire country 
is racist, etc. 
 
Next steps: It was decided that the PPC should try to format the criteria that can/should be 
published on the website, especially related to the issue of social justice. Criteria is critical.  
 
Maybe reconvene the discovery session group Steven chaired to continue the conversation 
about racism. Steven spoke briefly about the book on racism being discussed in the group he is 
in. Important to have the discussions without being defensive. We need to ask why we are 
offended by discussions about racism and attributing racism to non-minority people. Steven 
said social Justice as a subject is a heavy lift. Fr. Roman noted that this is the kind of 
conversation he wants us to have. 
 
Just Faith group – pilot program going over different books and topics relating to racism and 
faith. Just Faith organization has had 600 Catholics go through this eight week training. Deeply 
rooted in Christian teaching. Sixteen of our parishioners are taking part in this. Reading the 
White Fragility book, Forty Days of Prayer, and one more. Goal is to bring the program to more 
people in our parish through the sixteen participants. There is also a cultural diversity training 
provided by the USCCB that we should review to offer to have PPC members take. 
 
Sue, John, James, Joni, Julie, Michael, Steven, Fr. Roman will meet as a small group to look at 
criteria for posting to the website. Diocese may have something already developed. Look into it 
before first meeting of group. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Reflection – Fr. Roman … I’m glad I was part of this meeting because …. 
 
Several members completed this sentence as a statement of group prayer. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm. 
 
Our next meeting will be October 22, 2020 at 7pm via Zoom. 


