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Divine Savior Mission 
We the people of Divine Savior Catholic Church, empowered by our baptism, dedicate ourselves to living the 
Gospel of Jesus. Inspired by the love, justice and mercy of Christ, we are called to share His message in service 
so that all may know the Savior. 
 
PPC Mission: 
To play a collaborative, supportive, consultative and co-responsible role in service to the pastor, staff and the 
parish community. 
 
Attendees: 
Fr. Octavio, Fr. Patric, Jen Yearwood, Jenny Ansier, Kathy Bauer, Jan Bencken (Vice-Chair), 
Joni Borbón, Bob Healy, Lynn Johnson, Paul Landry, Sue O’Donnell (Secretary), Nia Welsh, 
Scot Yearwood 
 
Absent: Mary Ann Mitchell (Chair), Julie Malmberg, Andie Thesell, 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Fr. Patric led the opening prayer and reflection. “In order to be replaced, we must be different.” 
“Don’t try to be best, be the only.” How do we act in such a way that it brings out the 
uniqueness of our gifts. How do you keep your gifts from turning against you. Be mindful of 
taking our gifts and being other-centered with them. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Minutes of the November 17, 2022 meeting were approved. 
 
Action Items Status 

• Mardi Gras Celebration 2/21: Team meeting this week. Contacted K of C and asked them 
to confirm they would do the pancake breakfast for dinner. Last year headcount was 
around 85. Looking at some games; would like to split activities to have some activities 
for kids in a separate area so the adults would have an opportunity to enjoy themselves. 
Trying to decide whether to ask for RSVPs. Committee will provide a plan to PPC by Feb 
6. Slide will go up to “save the date.” They are planning to have a King Cake which June 
Landry has offered to make. 

• Orangevale Chamber of Commerce Open House 1/21: Mary Ann and Jan represented DS 
at this community event – Orangevale Grange was the location. It was billed as a way to 
recruit for your organization, however it was more of a networking opportunity. Our 
table had several brochures, etc. presenting some of our community outreach 
ministries: S.A.V.E., Barts, community resource listing. There is a website that can be 
accessed by any organization and we might consider  using it to recruit people for the 
Giving Garden, Community Meal, etc. In addition the Orangevale newspaper may be a 
resource for promotion of our events. 
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Parish Events Status 
• We had numerous successful outreach projects during Advent. Christmas Basket, Silver 

Bells, etc. We should be very proud and are grateful for the tremendous support 
provided by our parish community for these efforts.  

• We just wrapped up Winter Sanctuary. The guests really appreciated our site. WE were 
the first site to offer showers. We offered laundry, etc. Orangevale/Fair Oaks HART 
received a grant and has hired a navigator. The goal is for Orangevale/Fair Oaks HART to 
run a winter sanctuary program in the next couple of years. 

• Lent starts 2/22. Plans are in the works for activities during Lent. 
• PPC Vestibule Presence: Jen sent out the invitation to sign up. The link for signing up is 

https://signup.com/go/BRapvaf 
 
Pending Items: Commission Updates 

• Campus Development Commission 
1. Fencing – Status of signage. Signage related to the fencing, including road striping, is 

in the works and should be finished when the weather turns dry. 
2. Fountain - Demolition is completed. Expected date of completion is late March, but 

weather and/or supply chain may extend that.  
3. Signage - A directional map showing the locations of various buildings and meeting 

rooms is in the works and will be installed in the near future.   
4. Painting and Carpet Replacement. The Mueller Conference Room, the vestibule, etc. 

have been painted. Now waiting on selection/installation of carpet before additional 
areas are identified for painting and carpet replacement. 

5. The repair/replacement of the folding walls in the multipurpose building is being 
explored. The folding walls (that create smaller areas out of larger areas) are 
beginning to deteriorate and may become hazardous. The issue is being explored to 
identify solutions and possible cost. 

6. Clarion bells - This may be a function of old, irreplaceable 
parts/components/software. An inexpensive fix is being pursued. If that doesn't 
work, the bells will be turned off until replacement funds are available. 

7. The Finance Committee has asked the Campus Development Committee to hold off 
on any new projects until the status of our post-Covid finances for 2023 is 
established. 

 
• Community Life Commission 

1. Our Lady of Guadalupe: The only thing new and ongoing for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Society is that as of December most in the group have been assisting Fr Octavio with 
the new Spanish Masses on Sunday afternoons at 5pm. OLG members are Spanish 
Lectors, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers and Greeters. They receive much needed 
support and encouraging help from Elaine, Jen S. and office staff. The members of 
the OLG Society also provided lunch to the Faith Formation families on December 
11th in conjunction with the Feast Day celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe. They 
served 225. They are currently planning the meal that they will cook and serve as a 

https://signup.com/go/BRapvaf
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part of the Winter Sanctuary project. They have been assigned dinner on 
Wednesday, January 18. 

2. Welcome/Outreach Committee: Outreach and recruitment for new members has 
been successful. There are 10+ active members. Silver Bells project was a success 
and such a blessing to the parish. We had more help on coordinating and 
distribution this year. This ministry is well received by the parish. There is a meeting 
in February to discuss the processes and how to improve next year. The Cards for 
Seniors project has started. The plan is to mail cards 4 times a year to our seniors. 
For Winter Sanctuary, the committee will provide flower center pieces and scripture 
cards for our guests to enjoy. It is part of welcoming them to our Home. They 
continue to make Welcome calls to new parishioners and now have two new 
members to help with these calls.  

3. Tai Chi Chih: Per Sue Kenny, the lead of the tai chi ministry, they continue to meet in 
the lobby of the gym with the same concerns that sessions are interrupted by 
people passing through the lobby to use the bathrooms or to enter or exit the gym. 
The ministry is growing and there have been as many as 10 or 12 at sessions before 
the holidays. Alternative space is being looked into and Fr. Octavio will speak with 
the lead.  

4. Filipino Ministry: They have signed up some probable new members for the ministry. 
The Filipino Mass last October 22nd was successful, and the reception turnout after 
the mass was very good. They also presented a Christmas tree for 2022’s vestibule 
display. For this year’s objectives, they have tentative plans to resume the Flores de 
Mayo celebration and stay involved in the Pentecost Sunday cultural event, should 
that resume as well. They haven’t held a meeting to start off the new year, but plans 
are to schedule one. 

5. Funeral Reception Ministry: Jody Bryan is our contact. She has been in touch with 
Elaine Bauer. funerals are now scheduled on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Jody works 
full time on Tuesdays and Wednesdays so cannot participate. In addition, post-Covid 
there are new restrictions on food handling. As a result, this ministry is on hiatus 
until a plan to resurrect it can be developed.  

 
• Social Justice Commission 

1. Giving Garden: Winter Garden is planted. Plants are not showing much growth 
currently due to the weather conditions. By March, lettuces and other winter type 
veggies are expected to be ready for harvesting and including in the Community 
Meal menus. New Directions: (1)The planting of native plants has been increased in 
an effort to encourage pollinators to our garden. (2) Efforts are underway to review 
and define the benefits and use of the Gazebo and the expansion of the garden 
beds. (3) With the above goals in mind, the committee will be applying for a grant 
from the Salvatorian Collaborative Ministry Grant which application is due by the 
end of January. Volunteers are always needed for the maintenance work, planting, 
and harvesting.  

2. Ministry To the Homebound: The MTTH Roster has 43 but with absences, illness, & 
leaves, we have just 33 active ministers at this time. We serve 8 assisted living 
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facilities doing communion services weekly or twice or three times a month, rather 
than weekly. We need new volunteers, all of whom will be coached by Mary 
Frontiera. Mary Sue Coward handles the private communion requests that come 
through the parish office. It is important to note that all private communion 
requests (anyone not in a facility we serve) must go through the parish office and 
not be made directly to anyone else. The Parish Council can be of assistance in 
encouraging parishioners to volunteer. We meet quarterly for business and 
enrichment since we are eucharists for each other and want to grow in our 
spirituality. 

3. S.A.V.E: Recently the ministry has reactivated and hosted an event showing the 
documentary “The True Cost” regarding the garment industry and how its practices 
cause human suffering in 3rd world countries along with damage to the 
environment. The Committee hopes to continue to bring current issues to the 
community both to inform and to inspire actions to address the abuses. 

4. Christmas Basket: 108 families were served this year. All baskets were claimed on 
the Distribution Day, and the volunteer group who received, checked, and loaded 
baskets did a fantastic job. The Coordinator for Volunteers, Jacque Cubre, new to 
the position this year, did an exceptional job and the position will continue for next 
year. A final meeting will be held to address some of the blips that occurred as well 
as to celebrate the successes of the program. Jan noted that cash donations to 
Christmas Basket were all used for grocery store gift certificates and utility subsidies. 
She also said that a pairing (sponsor to family) glitch was discovered this year and 
resolved at the last minute through angel shoppers but the source problem has been 
fixed so this shouldn’t happen next year. 

5. Manna Meals: Manna did 16 meals from October thru December. Meals were for 
three families. 

6. Barts: The group is preparing a set of slides on Catholic Social Justice with the 
objective of having them shown before Mass one at a time over 17 weeks starting 
March 12. Barts asked where to go from here. They were advised that this project 
falls under the purview of the Social Justice Leadership Commission with Pastoral 
approval and the work completed should be forwarded to that group. Jan requested 
Jen set a date for the Social Justice Leadership Commission meeting. 

 
• Word and Worship Commission 

Faith Formation: 
1. We continue to welcome more people in all our sessions. In fact, with the influx of 

both RCIA youth as well as Spanish speaking adults, two additional sessions have 
been added to our already busy Sundays to accommodate! It also increases the 
numbers of people attending our Family, Faith and Fellowship events - which is a 
wonderful testament to the welcoming presence of this parish! 

2. Prayers are welcome for our youth core team and the parish youth who will be 
heading to Colfax the first weekend of February on retreat! It has been a few years 
since our last retreat, and we're all looking forward to it.  
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3. Prayers are also welcome for our RCIA team members and seekers as they prepare 
for the upcoming rite of election. At Divine Savior, we welcome those adults 
preparing to celebrate Baptism, First Communion, and/or Confirmation year-round. 
Many other parishes are not able to do this because they don't have enough 
ministers to support it. A special thank you to the RCIA team for making this option 
possible and another way Divine Savior shines as so unique and wonderful! 

4. Finally, prayers for our First Communicates who will be celebrating their First 
Reconciliation/confession in February. They have been spending time during their 
regular sessions in breakouts learning more about the wonderful ways God offers us 
all forgiveness and love. 

 
New Items 

• Communication Tools (Weekly bulletin, website, suggestion box, social media): 
Extensive discussion on how we can better use our communication tools – redefine the 
bulletin, introduce new concepts, better use of social media, etc. 

 
Action Items Listing 

• Fr. Octavio will meet with Elaine and Katie to review the status of the electronic monitor 
previously approved for implementation and then dropped. 

• Fr. Octavio will present the topic of Communication Tools to staff for input and further 
conversation/brainstorming.. 

• Mardi Gras follow-up including Jenny providing flyer. 
 
Priest Updates 

• Ash Wednesday services – 6:00 a.m. or 7:00 a.m. – not yet confirmed (Fr. Octavio 
service); 9:00 a.m. (Fr. Patric Mass); noon (service Fr. Patric); 6:30 p.m. Fr. Octavio Mass. 

• Fr. Octavio will be out of the office next week. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Fr. Octavio led the closing prayer. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:19 pm. 
 
Our next meeting will be February 23 at 6:30 pm in Y1.  
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