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MASS SCHEDULE 
A  M      B  H  

SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 
DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 

 
CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

C        B  H  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 

Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 
 

ADORATION 
Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 

Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  

Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 
Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 



 

MASS INTENTIONS (February 28—March 6) 

Monday 9:00am: +Margaret Willard Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Mrs. Fransisca Aloysious Saturday 4:00pm: +Allie Gaye Fanning 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Catherine Huschak Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 12:00pm: Steven Newton Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Wednesday 7:30pm: +Alice Newton Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

Friday 9:00am: +Carolyn McCart  
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Lundi Monday just doesn't sound as good, so we're moving Mardi Gras to Monday and hope all the middle 
schoolers of the parish can join us!  There will be beads, bacon and pancakes in the St. Michael Room on Mon-
day, February 28th at 6:30pm.  Come feast with your friends before the fasting begins on Wednesday!  Pickup 

will be at 9:00pm in front of the hall.  



 

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend we celebrate the 8th weekend of Ordinary Time, and in just a few days will begin Lent. Now is the 
time to consider how we might give ourselves more fully to the Lord these 40 days, through the traditional practic-
es of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. You might consider participating in Adoration, daily Mass, or Stations of the 
Cross; giving up sweets or social media; and giving more to the poor, for example during our “Warm Nights” 
drive in mid-March. 

Now as I write this today (February 22) is also the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter, and this ties in well with the dis-
cussion on faith from previous weeks. The Feast alludes to a physical “cathedra,” chair, kept in Rome, which is 
purported to be the very same chair which St. Peter sat upon when he taught. Whether or not the chair is indeed 
the original one used by St. Peter, it more importantly symbolizes the teaching authority of Peter, and of all the 
popes since his time, an authority called “Magisterium” – Latin for “teacher.” All bishops in union with the pope 
share in this teaching authority. 

Where does this authority come from? Recall that last week we saw that faith is a matter of believing the revela-
tion of God on God’s own authority. Because of this, faith accepts whatever God teaches, excepting nothing. But 
because God uses mediators to teach us – such as prophets appointed in the Old Testament, and apostles, chosen 
by Christ in the New Testament – our faith in God inherently involves submission to these mediators.  

Jesus Himself refers to this mediation in several places. Today, most directly, Jesus names Simon “Peter” and says 
he will be the “rock upon which my church shall be built” (see Matthew 16). He also gives him the “keys to the 
kingdom” and the authority to “bind and loose” in His name –  Jewish idioms indicating authority to rule in 
Christ’s stead, as second-in-command in Jesus’ kingdom (cf. Isaiah 22), and then authority to interpret and apply 
Christ’s teachings in present circumstances. Christ later gave the authority of binding and loosing to the other 
apostles as well (Mt 18:18), but the Church has always recognized that Peter’s “keys” symbolized his position as 
head of the apostles, something hinted at elsewhere in Scripture (e.g., John 21; Acts 15; the lists of apostles which 
always name Peter first). But outside of Scripture this authority was often symbolized by St. Peter’s chair or ca-
thedra, as various early Church writings makes clear. St. Optatus of Milevas for example wrote in the fourth cen-
tury: 

You cannot then deny that you do know that upon Peter first in the city of Rome was bestowed the episco-
pal cathedra, on which sat Peter, the head of all the apostles . . . that, in this one cathedra, unity should be pre-
served by all, lest the other apostles might claim — each for himself  — separate cathedras, so that he who should 
set up a second cathedra against the unique cathedra would already be a schismatic and a sinner. 

Notice that St. Optatus ties the teaching authority of Peter to the unity of the Church. It is the authority to teach in 
Christ’s name, held by St. Peter, which maintains Christians as a single, united Church! 

Now all of this also has great consequences for us still today. On the one hand, we must cling to the teaching of 
Christ and the apostles without fail. Christ proclaimed the fullness of God’s revelation, and that process of enlight-
enment ended with the apostles, such that there has not been and cannot be any new public revelation since the 
death of the last apostle.  

Secondly, however, we do not believe that the authority to teach, interpret, and apply this revelation died with the 
apostles. Rather, today’s feast means that such authority has continued in the offices of the pope and bishop 
throughout history. In other words, when the Church teaches us authoritatively on faith and morals today, Christ 
Himself is still teaching us; He is helping us to understand and live out the same deposit of revelation given to the 
Peter and the apostles long ago, more deeply, in our present circumstances.  

But thirdly, all of this means we understand how our Catholic Faith can and cannot “develop.” Development is 
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legitimate insofar as the Church can continue to better unpack what Christ and the apostles taught us, aided by the 
charisms and gifts of the Holy Spirit, and in certain moments authoritatively defining its Faith with greater and 
greater precision: such as the dogmas of the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption in recent centuries. It is 
also legitimate when the Church continues to discover new ways to apply and live out its unchanging moral teach-
ing in fresh circumstances, for example, when new technologies arise and require analysis and a response. And it 
is also legitimate when the Church applies or removes certain “disciplines,” such as giving up meat on certain Fri-
days but not others, while still requiring sacrifice in some way every Friday; the Church can change these because 
“disciplines” are specific practices prudentially judged by the Church to help us live out unchanging moral princi-
ples, such as the need to follow Christ with some sacrifice. When specified and required, however, they are done 
so with the Church’s binding authority.  

Development would be illegitimate, however, if anyone were to try to change Christ’s or the Church’s teaching on 
faith and morals into something else, something not already present in at least seed form. Such an effort would 
forsake continuity with the deposit of the Faith, and also contradict the Spirit’s guidance of the Church in previous 
times, in effect resulting in a different church, ecclesial community, or religion. As St. Paul once said: “But even if 
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be 
accursed” (Gal 1:8). Unfortunately, this has been a danger and battle since the very beginning of the Church, but 
one which has also forced the Church to more clearly articulate its teaching and more faithfully live out its voca-
tion to holiness.  

In a word, then, today’s feast and the role of the Magisterium emphasize the fact that God has always guided us 
through his “household, the Church, the pillar and bulwark of the truth” (1 Tim 3:15). 

God bless,  

Fr. Tim 

Interested in a Classical High School Curriculum? 
Chesterton Academy of St. Mary's is a new Catholic high school using a classical curriculum. It opened in Sep-

tember 2021 and is accepting all levels of high school students. For more information, please 
see www.chestertonstmary.org.  

 
Natural Family Planning Introductory Class 

Couples interested in learning about Natural Family Planning are invited to join in a virtual class on Saturday, 
March 12, 2022 from 10am-12pm. Use nfp101march2022.eventbrite.com to register. For more information, con-
tact the Office of Family Life at 301-853-4546 or visiblesign@adw.org. Couples seeking to learn a specific NFP 
method are encouraged to visit any of the following providers: Couple to Couple League (ccli.org), BOMA USA 

(boma-usa.org/learn-the-method.html), Creighton Method (fertilitycare.org/what-is-crms), Marquette Method 
(mmnfp.com/learn) 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Rosita Dietrich, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Cindie  

Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, 
Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Samuel Smith Sr., Bert Nemeth, Becky Goodman, Sr. Vincent 

de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 
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