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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 



 

MASS INTENTIONS (March 21-27) 

Monday 9:00am: +Mike Harrigan Saturday 4:00pm: +Yolanda Pegeuro 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Earl Perry Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Lucille and Roland LeSage Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: The McHale Family Sunday 12:00pm: +Henry and Jeannette Jezierski 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Who wants Krispy Kreme! 

Support American Heritage Girls Troop MD0340 while satisfying your sweet tooth! Digital gift cards for a dozen 
donuts will be sold March 1-31, 2022. Cards are redeemable after April 1 and can be used at any Krispy Kreme 

location. Cost: $13 a dozen, 50% of profits go to the troop. Order at https://forms.gle/NJWRHcRmfE9TdEGPA - 
thank you for your support!   

Reviving Sunday Donuts 

Have you missed time for treats and chatting after Sunday Mass? Help our parish enjoy our beautiful new patio 
and parents to reward their children by helping with weekly donuts!  Individuals or families are needed to volun-

teer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning masses.   

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, 

Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma 
Perry, Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Samuel Smith Sr., Bert Nemeth, Becky Goodman,  

Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 
Continuing with last week’s discussion on the Eucharist, this week I want to focus a little more on Adoration. 
What are we doing when we adore the Blessed Sacrament, and why? 
Some lines from last week’s psalm (Psalm 27) are a helpful starting point. They read: 

Hear, O LORD, the sound of my call; 
   have pity on me, and answer me. 
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks. 
Your presence, O LORD, I seek. 
   Hide not your face from me; 
do not in anger repel your servant. 
   You are my helper: cast me not off. 
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD 
   in the land of the living. 

These lines express some of the fundamental reasons we seek God: to help us in our distress (“have pity on 
me…”), to find true happiness in a relationship with Him (“Of you my heart speaks…”), to secure for our-
selves life after death (“…in the land of the living…”). Many other passages of Scripture speak to these 
same desires, and certainly when we come before the Lord in prayer, we come with these very same needs in 
hopes that God actually will answer them. This type of prayer is called “supplication.” 
But there are other reasons we come to Adoration, as today’s psalm (Psalm 103) shows: 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 
   and all my being, bless his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
   and forget not all his benefits. 
He pardons all your iniquities, 
  heals all your ills, 
He redeems your life from destruction, 
  crowns you with kindness and compassion. 
The LORD secures justice 
  and the rights of all the oppressed. 
He has made known his ways to Moses, 
  and his deeds to the children of Israel. 
Merciful and gracious is the LORD, 
  slow to anger and abounding in kindness. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. 

In contrast to the previous psalm, this one is more backward looking: it focuses on what God has already 
done in one’s life (“Bless the Lord, O my soul…He pardons all your iniquities…”) and the life of His people 
(“He has made known his ways to Moses…”). In this sense it is a prayer of “thanksgiving,” and to the degree 
such memories also lead one to contemplate God’s abiding character, revealed in such deeds (“Merciful and 
gracious is the Lord…”) it is also a prayer of “adoration.” 
Such supplication, thanksgiving, and adoration comprise three of the four acts of prayer that we can always do be-
fore the Lord. Adding a fourth, “contrition,” we have a handy acronym to summarize what we can do in prayer: 
A.C.T.S. 

C   N  P  
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Now as useful as that is, it is also vital to recognize what God does to us in prayer. For God Himself speaks to us 
and changes us, enlightening, healing, and strengthening us, such that the Church’s masters of prayer place much 
greater emphasis on these divine actions than they do our human actions in their treatises on prayer. In the words 
of St. John of the Cross: “Contemplation is nothing but a hidden, peaceful, loving inflow of God, which, if not 
hampered, fires the soul in the spirit of love” (The Dark Night, 1.10.6). In this sense, the burning bush in today’s 
first reading is an apt image – God’s Spirit enlivening and purifying us without destroying us.  
Nevertheless, especially by taking on a human heart in Jesus Christ, there is a real sense in which God has allowed 
us to give to Him by our efforts in prayer. And this too is foreshadowed in the burning bush episode. Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict XVI notes: 

At this point Moses asks God what his Name is, the Name with which God manifests his special authority, 
in order to present God to the people and then to the Pharaoh. God's answer may seem strange; it seems 
both an answer and not an answer. He says of himself simply: "I am who I am". "He is", and this must suf-
fice. God, therefore, does not reject Moses' request. He pronounces his Name, thus creating the possibility 
of invoking him, of calling on him, of a relationship with him. By revealing his Name, God establishes a 
relationship between himself and us. He enables us to invoke him, he enters into relations with us and 
gives us the possibility of being in a relationship with him. This means that he gives himself, in a certain 
way, to our human world, becoming accessible, as if he were one of us. He faces the risk of the relation-
ship, of being with us. What began in the burning bush in the desert is accomplished in the burning bush of 
the Cross where God, having become accessible in his Son made man, really became one of us, is put into 
our hands and, in this way, realizes the liberation of humanity. On Golgotha God, who during the night of 
the flight from Egypt revealed himself as the One who frees us from slavery, revealed himself as the One 
who embraces every human being with the saving power of the Cross and the Resurrection and liberates 
him from sin and death, accepts him in the embrace of his love…Let us remain in contemplation of this 
mystery of God's Name, the better to understand the mystery of Lent and to live as individuals and as com-
munities in permanent conversion, so as to be a constant epiphany in the world, a witness of the living God 
who sets us free us and saves us out of love. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 

March 20, 2022 | 3rd Sunday in Lent    Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 



 

5 

March 20, 2022 | 3rd Sunday in Lent    Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 


