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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 



 

MASS INTENTIONS (April 11-17) 

Monday 9:00am: +Jonathan Bigony Saturday 8:00pm: Fr. Tim Daniel 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval Sunday 8:00am: Mrs. Fransisca Aloysious 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Florence Kliman  Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Thursday 7:30pm: Fr. Mark Ivany Sunday 12:00pm: Parishioners 

Friday 7:30pm (**The Lord’s Passion Service**)  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, David Divine, Cyn-
thia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean 

Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Samuel Smith Sr., Bert Nemeth, Becky 
Goodman, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 

This week, high schoolers are invited to attend a showing of The Passion of the Christ on Wednesday, April 13, 
from 6-9pm in the St. Michael’s Room. This movie is a powerful one, depicting the passion of our Lord from the 

Agony in the Garden through His Resurrection. This movie is accompanied by an R rating, due to graphic depic-
tions of violence and gore and frightening portrayal of Satan and demons.  

As such, permission slips are required for all attendees under the age of 17. Permission forms can be found on the 
parish website at ascensionbowie.org/youth-ministry. Forms can be turned in by email or by hard copy the night of 

the movie. If you plan to attend, please signup on Flocknote at this link:  https://ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/
signup/87288. The signup will close at 5pm April 12, the day before the movie. If you have any questions or to 

turn in permission forms, please email Emma Bigony at youthministry@ascensionbowie.org. 

April 10, 2022 | Palm Sunday     Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

A happy Palm Sunday to you! Today we likely all have vivid memories from our childhood, as the liturgy is so 
tangible in its celebration of this day. The blessed palms and the long, but intense and important Gospel in which 
we all read a part, cannot help but usher us into the spirit of this day.  

Because there is so much going on in the readings, the Church actually urges the preacher to give a “short” homi-
ly. But here I would like to just reflect on the importance of the liturgy itself: why do we do what we do at Mass, 
and in the sacraments, with signs and symbols, words and gestures, and official ordained ministers? 

In the big picture, we need to keep in mind that there is a fundamental desire for us to know and love God. As be-
ings made in His image, with reason and will, we want to know the origin of all creation, the ultimate Cause be-
hind all things, and also to seek that Good behind all the limited goods we experience in this life. We have always 
had a sense that creation is not an accident of mindless universe that just happens to exist, and that life’s joys are 
not absurd! This natural search for God makes itself known in all cultures and times, in different ways, not only in 
the intellectual search for God through philosophy but also through the worship of God of which world religions 
are a witness. 

However, since such a search is limited by the capacities of our nature, and since the Fall of Man has been tainted 
by error and sin, on our own we could never arrive at the full truth about God and love for Him. But since God 
desired to reveal the truth about Himself and heal us of our sins and its consequences, He has invited us to know 
and love Him through His choice of Abraham and his descendants, and ultimately through Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ is the “Alpha and the Omega,” the perfect self-revelation of God.  

In this plan, God has taught us how He desires to be worshiped. This is made manifest in the liturgy of the Church 
and exercised through tangible words and signs, since we are sense-beings. In other words, God has given these 
rites in such a way that makes sense to us as the kind of creatures that we are. We are moved to know and love 
Him better and better through these words and signs, which impart supernatural life with God, and knowledge of 
Him. 

But this understanding of the liturgy has important consequences. It means that we do not simply “make up” the 
liturgy, or worship God on our own terms. Although we participate in it, and the Church does have the authority to 
make certain changes of non-essential things with the authority given to it by Christ, the substance of the liturgy 
cannot be changed because we are dealing with something received from God Himself. The liturgy has its own 
“rights,” in this sense. And so we must always learn to receive the liturgy with humility, asking, why has the 
Church handed on these rites in this particular way? What is the meaning of this or that gesture or symbol, etc.? 
Why do we celebrate this or that feast? 

But also important is the fact that the liturgy is tied to the life of Jesus Christ. Because He is the fullness of God’s 
revelation, our liturgy revolves around His own worship of the Father and the mysteries of His life, where we 
come to know God in the fullest way we can. This is why we have a whole liturgical year – so we can more fully 
unpack the many treasures hidden in Jesus’ own words and deeds, focusing on His birth, public ministry, and es-
pecially passion, death, and resurrection, one step at a time. We learn to know and love Him gradually, assisted at 
each step by special graces tied to the season and day. 

During this week let’s pray for the grace to really enter into the Church’s ancient rites. Let’s console the Lord with 
our adoration and love, since from the beginning this is what He has desired in revealing Himself to us, and this is 
fundamentally what we were created for as well. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
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