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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 



 

MASS INTENTIONS (April 25-May 1) 

The Fr. Peter C. Boyle Council of the Knights of Columbus are helping the parish finish out April with monthly 
breakfast! Today (April 24) after the first two Masses, breakfast will be served. The next breakfasts are May 29, 

September 25, and October 30 (there are no breakfasts over the summer). Also, our council will be giving a thank 
you, “winner gift” for supporting the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus 52nd Annual Raffle. 

The goal is to sell 1000 tickets. Let’s help meet that goal! 

Guess what?  It's still Easter and will be Easter for the next month+!  He is Risen!  Alleluia! Come celebrate the 
Easter Season with friends in grades 6-8 on Monday, April 25th from 7pm-9pm.  We will be playing Capture the 
Flag, Easter style on the field outside Bates Hall (Pickup will be outside the church).  With prizes!  We are also 

hosting an Easter Candy Potluck, so bring your basket leftovers to share. 

Monday 9:00am: +Jennifer Lee Saturday 4:00pm: +Alethea Patten 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Pam Essary Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Jackie Vacheresse  Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Holy Souls in Purgatory Sunday 12:00pm: +Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR 
SICK 

Allen Barber, Francis 
Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, 
Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, 
Rosita Dietrich, David Di-

vine, Cynthia Graham, Cin-
die Harrison, Larry Hudson, 
Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, 
Robert Milburn, Ida Mulli-

kin, Mary Murphy, Jean 
Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma 
Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, 
Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, 
Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and 

Shirley Mackessy. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter, also known as “Divine Mercy Sunday.” Though partially in-
spired by the writings of St. Faustina, a 20th century Polish nun, today’s feast was officially established by Pope 
St. John Paul II, and is deeply rooted in a central Biblical revelation – God’s hesed, “steadfast love” or mercy. One 
of the most important texts in which we begin to see this in God is his self-revelation to Moses in Exodus 34, after 
Moses pleads for forgiveness after the people had worshipped the golden calf. It reads: 

The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” And Moses 
made haste to bow his head toward the earth, and worshiped. And he said, “If now I have found favor in 
thy sight, O Lord, let the Lord, I pray thee, go in the midst of us, although it is a stiff-necked people; and 
pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thy inheritance.” 

Notice that God is inclined to forgive more than seek punishment for sin, but that nevertheless He is just, not over-
looking sin and the damage it does. His mercy does not do away with his concern to maintain order, but ultimately 
seeks to reestablish it. Also, as Moses displays, and as we will see above all in Christ, our repentance and vicari-
ous sacrifices will unlock what St. Faustina calls the “floodgates” of His mercy. 

Today’s feast is filled with such mercy. In 2002 Pope John Paul II further enriched the day by attaching to it a 
“plenary indulgence,” a complete forgiveness of the punishment due to sin, which can be obtained for oneself or 
for a soul in purgatory. The decree promulgated by the Church reads that this indulgence is 

Granted under the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer for the 
intentions of Supreme Pontiff) to the faithful who, on the Second Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy Sun-
day, in any church or chapel, in a spirit that is completely detached from the affection for a sin, even a ve-
nial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in honor of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father and the Creed, adding a 
devout prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!"). 

The decree also states that those who are unable to make it to church for serious reasons can obtain the indulgence 
if they recite the same prayers, and resolve to go to Confession and receive Communion as soon as possible. 
Moreover, a partial indulgence is available to “the faithful who, at least with a contrite heart, pray to the merciful 
Lord Jesus a legitimately approved invocation.”  

But to appreciate this gift we might need a little refresher on indulgences themselves. As a brief summary, we 
should know that ancient Jewish rabbis spoke of asking God for mercy because of the meritorious deeds of Abra-
ham and other patriarchs. They believed that the obedience of their forefathers won blessings for their people as a 
whole, and that such blessings could be received by beseeching God with confidence. Later, the same idea is taken 
up and of course more fully found in the teaching that Christ “paid the price” for our sins (e.g., 1 Cor 6:20) – an 
infinite “treasury” of grace won for us on the cross. But even later, early Christians believed that the martyrs par-
ticipated in this same loving obedience of Christ, in a lesser but real way, such that Christ’s Spirit was winning 
graces through them. From reflection on these beliefs and practices, the Church called the application of such 
graces an “indulgence,” with the fundamental recognition that God mercifully offers graces for His people by 
working through those whose deeds make up a “treasury of love” in His eyes.  

Now to receive these graces requires some cooperation on our part. On the one hand, within 20 days of the indul-
gence, we must fulfill certain conditions: going to Confession, receiving Communion, and prayer for the inten-
tions of the Holy Father. These represent unity with Christ and the Church in those who seek further blessings 
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from God, since indulgences do not forgive sins but the punishment due to sins which have already been forgiven. 
One must already be in a state of grace to obtain an indulgence, and be “completely detached from sin” – mean-
ing, have no intention to sin even venially. This is all to say that indulgences are not meant to be a “get out of jail 
free card,” in the sense of a mechanical or “magical” blessing which replace or overlook the need to already be-
lieve and follow Christ in integrity. 

Moreover, obtaining an indulgence also requires completing some specific pious work. In the past, this tended to 
be a more difficult task, like making a pilgrimage, or fasting for multiple days, but in more recent periods, it has 
been a simpler task, like praying a rosary in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, or meditating on Scripture for 
thirty minutes, or today’s “prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus.” 

But fundamental is also the recognition that this is all a work of God’s mercy. God, through the authority He has 
given to the Church, wants to share His mercy “down to the thousandth generation,” far and wide, as Moses 
heard, and as Christ Himself has said: “to him who has, more will be given…” (Mk 4:25). Let’s take advantage of 
this day! 

God bless, 

Fr. Tim 

April 24, 2022 | Divine Mercy Sunday    Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 



 


