
 

May 1, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 
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May 1, 2022 | 3rd Sunday of Easter    Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 



 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
A happy Easter to you, still! The season continues until Pentecost, this year early June. So the Church keeps our 
"eyes on the prize": Heaven, the resurrection of all Christ's members, and the work of His Spirit in the Church 
here on earth. We see these themes running throughout this whole season. 
 
Today the second reading in particular focuses on the heavenly worship of God. Coming to us from John's visions 
in the Book of Revelation, it reads: 
  
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, “To him who 
sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and ever!” And the four 
living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. (Revelation 5:11-14)  
 
We should unpack this a little. The Lamb is of course Christ, offered up for the world to save it from sin and 
death, like the passover lamb of old (cf. Exodus 12); and the "myriads of myriads" of angels literally means 
"10000 times 10000" angels, that is, 100 million angels. The elders represent the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 
apostles -- the people of God. But then "every creature in heaven and on earth" join in the praise, giving the sense 
that the whole universe in some way recognizes the triumph of Christ. 
 

—Greetings from Fr. Tim— 

C   N  P  

MASS INTENTIONS (May 2-8) 
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Monday 9:00am: +Holy Souls in Purgatory Saturday 4:00pm: +Mrs. Fransisca Aloysious 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Holy Souls in Purgatory Sunday 8:00am: Mother’s Day 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Clara Battista  Sunday 10:00am: Ladies Auxiliary 

Friday 9:00am: +Carolyn McCart Sunday 12:00pm: Parishioners 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

Ascension’s American Heritage Girls Troop MD0340 will be hosting a Clothing Swap for our local Catholic com-
munity in Bates Hall on Saturday, May 21st from 9-11am. Donations appreciated! Please set aside items your 

family can’t use and donate them to the clothing swap to help other local families!  

Items accepted: any clothing or shoes in good useable condition, size newborn to adult, and baby gear. 

No donation is necessary to shop the swap. Anything left at the end of the swap will be donated. 

Donation drop-off: Thursday, May 19 5-7pm & Friday, May 20 4-7pm in Bates Hall. 

For more information or to drop off before then, email ahg0340bowie@gmail.com 



 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, David Divine, Cyn-
thia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary 
Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vin-

cent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 

 
 

Now all of this points to our central purpose in life: to worship God, and so enter into God's "glory" (cf. Isaiah 
43:7). What does that mean? In the Scriptures it means the tangible presence of God, or the awe and delight that 
comes from knowing Him face to face. This "glory" is actually what fulfills us as human beings, God giving us an 
obstructed experience of Himself. It might be thought of as God "showing off"-- and although that could sound 
arrogant at first, we must remember that God is love, truth, goodness itself. He is the best thing for us, and so to 
know and love Him is for our good! 
 
Now one last point. The "four living creatures" John sees in the vision praise the Lamb together, and interestingly, 
have faces of a man, a lion, a calf, and an eagle. These have always been seen as symbolic of the four Gospels. 
Why? Drawing from Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 4, St. Jerome put it this way: 
 
The first face of a man signifies Matthew, who began his narrative as though about a man: “The book of the gen-
eration of Jesus Christ…” The second [represents] Mark, in whom the voice of a lion roaring in the wilderness is 
heard: “A voice of one shouting in the desert: Prepare the way  
of the Lord…” The third [is the face] of the calf which prefigures that the evangelist Luke 
began with Zachariah the priest. The fourth [represents] John the evangelist who, having taken up eagle’s wings 
and hastening toward higher matters, discusses the Word of God… 
 
Some of that might not be intuitive. Jerome says the calf points to Zachariah the priest, because priests sacrificed 
calves, and other animals, and Luke begins his Gospel with the story of Zachariah and Elizabeth. And when Je-
rome says the face of the eagle represents the Gospel of John, this is because John begins his Gospel with, "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God…" -- lofty matters indeed. 
 
In any case, the interpretation that these four creatures represents the four Gospels was widely accepted in the ear-
ly Church, and is depicted in Christian art up and down the centuries. But all of that means that when we read the 
Gospels, especially in the context of Mass, we are actually being drawn into the heavenly liturgy: a point Scott 
Hahn makes in his classic book, The Lamb's Supper -- a book every Christian should read.  
 
But let me conclude with a personal note. This past Monday we celebrated my dad's funeral Mass at Ascension. A 
big thank you once again to all for your prayers and support, those who could come and couldn't! And to all who 
decorated the church, helped set up for Mass, ushered, served at the altar, cleaned and helped prepare our recep-
tion in the hall; and especially to the Children's Choir for doing such a fantastic job, thank you so much! There 
were probably about 225 people present, and 36 of these were brother priests, as well as a deacon -- a great sur-
prise and witness of friendship. God had his hand in all this, and I think that was evident to many; it was certainly 
a little taste of God's "glory," and of the vision John recounts for us today. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
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