
 

May 8, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 
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May 8, 2022 | 4th Sunday of Easter     Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida 

Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 
Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 



 

MASS INTENTIONS (May 9-15) 
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Monday 9:00am: Mother’s Day Saturday 4:00pm: Mother’s Day 

Tuesday 9:00am: Mother’s Day Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: Mother’s Day Sunday 10:00am: Mother’s Day 

Friday 9:00am: Mother’s Day Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

Dear Parishioners, 
 Last weekend unfortunately the bulletin did not arrive, so I’ll repeat myself a little bit today to say that our 
second readings these Easter weeks, drawing from the Book of Revelation, are meant to help us see how Christ’s 
death and resurrection have brought about the “last days” in which “all of heaven and earth” join in worshipping 
Him on His heavenly throne. We already participate in this worship here on earth in the Mass, the “wedding feast 
of the Lamb” – a fact Scott Hahn has made easily understandable in classic book, The Lamb’s Supper. Read it, if 
you haven’t already! 
 Now a clear element of this heavenly worship is its unity and diversity. Today’s reading opens: 

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, peo-
ple, and tongue. They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing white robes and hold-
ing palm branches in their hands…” 

Just before this vision John has also spoken of a great crowd of 144,000 people, who represent all the faithful 
sons and daughters of the twelve tribes of Israel (12x12=144; 1000 is a number of completion), but here, in 
this reading, the “great multitude which no one could count” represents Gentile believers – those who come 
to faith in Jesus Christ even though they are not biological descendants of Abraham. They are racially, geo-
graphically, culturally, and linguistically diverse. 
 So what is it that unites these diverse peoples? According to the Book of Revelation, it is worship: all 
of them recognize the victory of Christ, the Lamb that was slain, and adore Him through many acts of faith, 
hope, and love. They are the Church, the “Bride of the Lamb” (Rev 21), and we ourselves are members of 
this same Church here on earth (see especially Rev chapters 2-3). 
 Now here I want to make an important point about our worship in the Mass. Last week, at two Mass-
es, I noted that part of the consequence of St. Peter and St. Paul’s martyrdom in Rome was to “Baptize” 
Rome, the greatest world power of that time. When Christians venerated the remains of these two apostles in 
Rome, they came to see their martyrdoms as two great acts of love which had in fact sowed seeds of the Gos-
pel in the headquarters of their enemy. The “see,” or local Church, of Rome came to be seen as Peter’s see, 
the church of the chief of the apostles, and this is why other apostolic churches looked to Rome and its bish-
op (the Pope) for guidance and authoritative decisions. Moreover, when Christianity was finally legalized in 
313 A.D., the Catholic Church adopted Roman dress, buildings, and other customs for its use, including the 
use of Latin. All of this symbolized the victory of Christ over the fallen world. 
 Now in our own day unfortunately much of the appreciation for this history and its lessons has been 
lost. Relativism and pluralism emphasize diversity of belief and practice, at the expense of any recognition 
of what is actually true and correct for all human beings. In the Church, the same attitudes find expression in 
what is called “cafeteria Catholicism,” people picking and choosing what they would like to believe or how 
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they would like to worship God. At the extreme, such belief and worship can easily become confused self-
expression and narcissistic celebration, without any real recognition of what God has said or taught, but to a 
lesser degree, the widespread effect of such attitudes has been to reduce belief and worship to the lowest 
common denominators, of what is most easily understandable and acceptable, and what seems most relatable 
to particular groups of people at any given moment. In the words of Bishop Barron, such watered-down be-
lief and worship is bland, “beige Catholicism.” 
 A fundamentally necessary response would be to first ask what God has revealed to us through the 
continuous teaching and practice of the Church. This is the starting point for a real life of faith, and a worthy 
celebration of the liturgy, and the answer can be found through an honest study of our Catholic history, 
saints, art, and the official documents and decisions of the Church. The idea is not to “go back,” but to “hand 
on” the riches of the people to whom we most fundamentally belong: those disciples of Jesus Christ united 
in belief and adoration, guided by the successors of the apostles, themselves guided by the Holy Spirit given 
by Christ.  
 Now certainly, there are many ways the Gospel takes root and finds legitimate expression in diverse 
cultures from “every nation, race, people and tongue.” The varied beauty of churches, saints, and art in every 
nation throughout the world testifies to this, as does the work of missionaries, which will always include 
searching for the “seeds of the Gospel,” those true natural goods which can be an opening or preparation for 
the supreme and definitive revelation of Christ. God has given all human beings a nature which is oriented 
toward truth and goodness, and this nature remains, even if it has been wounded by sin, and requires grace to 
be fully healed and confirmed in its natural search for God. 
 But such matters require a discussion too long for a Sunday bulletin. Here today, I simply want to 
emphasize that such legitimate “Catholic” diversity can never lose its connection to the more fundamental 
identity of being “One,” “Holy,” and “Apostolic.” Without such unity diversity simply ends in division. And 
one of the ways to most practically remind ourselves of our unity to use some Latin – even if takes some 
work. 
 I will close then with a few quotes. God bless! 
Fr. Tim 
 
 “The Apostolic See has always been at pains to preserve Latin, deeming it worthy of being used in the ex-
ercise of her teaching authority ‘as the splendid vesture of her heavenly doctrine and sacred laws.’ She further re-
quires her sacred ministers to use it, for by so doing they are the better able, wherever they may be, to acquaint 
themselves with the mind of the Holy See on any matter, and communicate the more easily with Rome and with 
one another… Thus the ‘knowledge and use of this language,’ so intimately bound up with the Church’s life, ‘is 
important not so much on cultural or literary grounds, as for religious reasons.’ These are the words of Our Prede-
cessor Pius XI, who conducted a scientific inquiry into this whole subject, and indicated three qualities of the Lat-
in language which harmonize to a remarkable degree with the Church’s nature. ‘For the Church, precisely because 
it embraces all nations and is destined to endure to the end of time … of its very nature requires a language which 
is universal, immutable, and non-vernacular.’ – Pope St. John XIII, On the Promotion of the Study of Latin 
 “The use of the Latin language is to be preserved in the Latin rites. But since the use of the mother tongue, 
whether in the Mass, the administration of the sacraments, or other parts of the liturgy, frequently may be of great 
advantage to the people, the limits of its employment may be extended…Nevertheless steps should be taken so 
that the faithful may also be able to say or to sing together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which 
pertain to them.” – Vatican II, On the Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy, n. 36 and n. 54 
 “The Roman Church has special obligations towards Latin, the splendid language of ancient Rome, and 
she must manifest them whenever the occasion presents itself” – Pope St. John Paul II, Dominicae cenae, n. 10 
 “I ask that future priests, from their time in the seminary, receive the preparation needed to understand and 
to celebrate Mass in Latin, and also to use Latin texts and execute Gregorian chant; nor should we forget that the 
faithful can be taught to recite the more common prayers in Latin, and also to sing parts of the liturgy to Gregorian 
chant.” – Pope emeritus Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 62 
 



 

Ascension’s American Heritage Girls Troop MD0340 will be hosting a Clothing Swap for our local Catholic com-
munity in Bates Hall on Saturday, May 21st from 9-11am. Donations appreciated! Please set aside items your 
family can’t use and donate them to the clothing swap to help other local families! No donation is necessary to 

shop the swap. Anything left at the end of the swap will be donated. 

Items accepted: any clothing or shoes in good useable condition, size newborn to adult, and baby gear. 

Donation drop-off: Thursday, May 19 5-7pm & Friday, May 20 4-7pm in Bates Hall. 

For more information or to drop off before then, email ahg0340bowie@gmail.com 

From the funeral for Bob Daniel 
(Fr. Tim’s Dad) 


