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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 
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During the month of May, Ascension’s American Heritage Girls Troop MD0340 is collecting donations of baby 
items to gift to the Gabriel Network and to the Bowie-Crofton Pregnancy Clinic, which serve and house local 

women in crisis pregnancies and their babies. 

Items Needed: diapers (especially sizes 1, 4, 5, 6), baby wipes, baby shampoo, baby wash, baby lotion, and  
diaper cream 

Please place donations in the portable crib in the vestibule. Thank you for your generosity! 

Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers for this summer, to help our 
parish enjoy our beautiful new patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to 

volunteer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

Our next parish breakfast, hosted by the Knights of Columbus, will be next weekend. This will be the last break-
fast until after the summer. They will resume at the end of September. The Knights will be in Bates Hall to serve 

you after the 8am and 10am Masses (May 29). 

Join fellow middle schoolers this Monday, May 23rd for a Mary garden sprucing and May Crowning as well as 
snacks and outdoor fun. Bring garden gloves if you have them! We’ll meet outside the hall at 7pm and pickup will 

be outside the church at 9pm.  

MASS INTENTIONS (May 23-29) 

Monday 9:00am: +Everett Lyles III Saturday 4:00pm: 8th Grade Confirmation Class 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Joan Kozak Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Cheryl Carvelho Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: Fr. Greg Shaffer Sunday 12:00pm: +John Lippert 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend the readings point to two themes above all: first, the salvation of the Gentiles, those outside the 
Jewish race who come to faith in Jesus Christ; and second, the Spirit-led authority of the apostles and their succes-
sors up to the present day. Both are large matters, and I will likely preach on only one. But a third, just as im-
portant, is also subtly hinted at in the Gospel. Jesus says: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Fa-
ther will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.” What is this “dwelling”?  

Just before, Jesus has spoken of sending His Holy Spirit to dwell within us (Jn 14:17), and elsewhere He 
tells us “the Kingdom of God is within you” (Lk 17:21), comparing this Kingdom to a hidden and powerful 
source of change (Mt 13:33). St. Paul speaks of our bodies as “temples” of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19) and 
of Christ “living within” us (Gal 2:20), while St. Peter says we “partake in the divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). 

Over time a more specific understanding of Christ’s words today developed. St. Athanasius, St. Cyril of Al-
exandria, and St. John Chrysostom spoke of being “divinized” by the Holy Trinity living within us, and St. 
Augustine spoke of how this grace heals and elevates our fallen human powers. Later, St. Thomas Aquinas 
spoke of the “instinctus” or movement of the Holy Spirit living within us, elevating and guiding our human 
knowing and loving above their natural way of operating; while St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila 
reflected especially on their own lived experience of such guidance, and compared it variously to climbing 
up a mountain (The Ascent of Mount Carmel), or the search for love (The Dark Night), or a journey into the 
center of a castle by way of many rooms (The Interior Castle). 

In any case, what we are talking about is the real presence of God infused into our souls through Baptism; the 
“divine indwelling.” Even if hidden from our senses like Jesus in the Eucharist, nevertheless we should call to 
mind its reality which we know by faith. St. Elizabeth of the Trinity, a recent Carmelite nun now famous for her 
many reflections on this mystery, wrote: 
 

O my God, Trinity whom I adore, help me forget myself entirely so to establish myself in you, unmovable 
and peaceful as if my soul were already in eternity. May nothing be able to trouble my peace or make me 
leave you, O my unchanging God, but may each minute bring me more deeply into your mystery! Grant 
my soul peace. Make it your heaven, your beloved dwelling and the place of your rest. May I never aban-
don you there, but may I be there, whole and entire, completely vigilant in my faith, entirely adoring, and 
wholly given over to your creative action. 

 
Now perhaps it is worth briefly reflecting on how this relates to the other themes in the readings. First, with re-
spect to the salvation of the Gentiles, we need to recognize that this supernatural sharing in God’s life is not some-
thing we already enjoy when born, nor is it something we deserve; it is a supernatural gift, as is its full flourishing 
beyond this life, which is what we call Heaven. Remembering this guards against the false idea that “all religions 
are the same,” and the practical consequence that one doesn’t really do too much to maintain God’s grace. In reali-
ty, what Christ offers – eternal life with God, beginning now by grace – is unique in the history of religions, and is 
a gift that must be protected at all costs. 
 
Secondly, reflecting on the divine dwelling also has to do with the Spirit-led authority of the Church. Jesus prom-
ises this divine indwelling to “whoever keeps His word,” meaning anyone who follows Him in integrity; but then 
He tells the apostles, specifically, that the same Spirit will “guide them into all truth.” This second guidance of the 
Spirit only has to do with the apostles. So what is the relationship between the divine indwelling and the guidance 
of the apostles? 
 
Well it is a vital one to grasp. The Spirit is indeed given to all the Baptized by the divine indwelling, meaning that 
all of the Baptized are invited to listen to the Spirit in the intimacy of prayer, and in meditation on Scripture, and 
that all of us can become saints from every walk of life. The Church meanwhile benefits from the Spirit-led in-
sights of the saints, growing deeper in its understanding of what is believed by the whole Church. 
 

C   N  P  

—Greetings from Fr. Tim— 3 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida 

Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, 
Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 

But to some – the apostles and their successors, all the way up to today’s bishops together with the Pope – has 
been given the distinct “charism” of teaching authoritatively in Christ’s name. And this gift is distinct. It does not 
make the apostles and bishops any holier than anyone else, but as a charism, is a gift given for serving the Church, 
specifically, to authoritatively define what has always belonged to our Christian Faith and what has not, so we 
know what to believe. Only the Pope and the bishops can do this, and this restriction is very wise on Christ’s part, 
because otherwise, each Christian can easily mistake his or her own thoughts for the guidance of the Spirit, and so 
lead himself or herself into error, effectively becoming his or her “own pope.” The inevitable result is disunity of 
belief and action, splintering the One Church into many “churches” and “ecclesial communities”; and then outside 
of Christianity, the notion that it is sufficient to be “spiritual, but not religious”— as if union with the Spirit can be 
found through whatever one believes or does. 
 
In reality, Jesus today reminds us that the gift of the Spirit, while offered to all, depends upon obedience: 
“whoever loves me keeps my word.” Thank God we know this, through the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church! 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
Kurt Johnson, usher at the 10am Mass, passed away on May 14, 2022.  
 Visitation: May 23, 2022 4:00-7:00pm in Bates Hall; May 24, 2022 10:30am-12:00pm in the Church 
 Funeral: May 24, 2022 12:00pm in the Church w/ Interment in the Church Cemetery following the Mass 

Readings for the week of May 22, 2022 
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ Jn 16:16-20  

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/ /Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/ Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10/Jn 16:23b-28 

Ascension Sunday: Acts 1:1-11/ Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53 
 

Observances for the week of May 22, 2022 
Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter; St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 

Wednesday: St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church; St. Gregory VII, Pope; St. Mary Magdalene 
de’Pazzi, Virgin 

Thursday: St. Philip Neri, Priest 
Friday: St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 

Next Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord 



 

Quo Vadis Camp 2022 

Please register now for another great Quo Vadis Camp at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 
from Sunday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The Camp is open to young men in high school, includ-
ing graduating seniors and rising 9th graders. Please note that this camp is for young men who live within the 

Archdiocese of Washington only.  

**Bus transportation will be available on Sunday and Wednesday. The stops will include Lexington Park, Md., 
Largo, Md., and Gaithersburg, Md. More information will be emailed to you, after you register.  

The registration fee is $140. In the case of financial need, a limited number of scholarships to cover registration/
bus fees are available. Please email vocations@adw.org for more information about scholarships. 

Registration can be found at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022  

More information on discerning a vocation to the priesthood can be found at https://dcpriest.org/am-i-called 
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