
 

May 29, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 
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Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers for this summer, to help our 
parish enjoy our beautiful new patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to 

volunteer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

MASS INTENTIONS (May 29—June 5) 

Monday 9:00am: Fr. Mark Smith Saturday 4:00pm: +Henry & Jeannette Jezierski 

Tuesday 9:00am: Beverlee Lee Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Benedict Aloysious Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Dale Jolliffe Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

May 29, 2022 | Ascension of the Lord    Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

All highschoolers, as well as the newly confirmed 8th graders, are invited to this week’s youth group: June 1, 7-
9pm in the St. Michael Room. We will be continuing our conversation on Spiritual Warfare — the battle between 
good and evil. With these lessons, we are looking at how the Evil One and his minions work in our lives, and dis-
cussing what we can do to strengthen ourselves and fight him. Join us for snacks and chick-fil-a nuggets, discus-

sion, and activities! If you plan to attend, please signup at ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/signup/91459 for a 
headcount for food. If you have any questions, contact Emma Bigony at youthministry@ascensionbowie.org. 

Our last spring Parish Breakfast is today. The Knights will be in Bates Hall to serve you after the 8am and 10am 
Masses (May 29). Breakfasts will resume at the end of September.  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida 

Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, 
Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

A happy Feast of the Ascension! This is our titular feast day, that is, the feast day after which our parish is named. 
So we are right to celebrate with our first “Ascension Family Night,” Confirmation at the 4pm Mass, and a parish 
breakfast hosted by the Knights of Columbus on Sunday morning. And all parishioners can pray the Creed and an 
Our Father here in the church on its titular feast day, in order to obtain a plenary indulgence. 

Since I will of course be preaching on the Ascension this weekend, here I want to continue reflecting on the cur-
rent debates in our culture and society related to Roe vs. Wade. As I mentioned last week, Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San Francisco recently notified one of his parishioners, Mrs. Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA), Speaker of the House, that she is banned from receiving Holy Communion within his Archdiocese due to her 
persistent support of abortion, until she publicly repents. Some have viewed this as an invasion of the Church into 
politics, others as unduly judgmental. Here I want to consider these objections. 

First, what did the Archbishop say? Citing Vatican II, Pope Francis, Pope St. John Paul II, and others, Cordileone 
reminded Mrs. Pelosi that the Church has always upheld the dignity of human beings at every moment of life, and 
therefore condemned abortion and infanticide as “unspeakable crimes” (Gaudium et spes, 51). He then reminded 
her that “those who are directly involved in lawmaking bodies have a ‘grave and clear obligation to oppose’ any 
law that attacks human life. For them, as for every Catholic, it is impossible to promote such laws or to vote for 
them” (cf. Doctrinal Note on some questions regarding the participation of Catholics in political life [November 
24, 2002], n. 4, §1). Because of this obligation, then, a “Catholic legislator who supports procured abortion, after 
knowing the teaching of the Church, commits a manifestly grave sin which is a cause of most serious scandal to 
others. Therefore, universal Church law provides that such persons ‘are not to be admitted to Holy Commun-
ion’ (Code of Canon Law, can. 915).” 

In these lines are contained or implied several important points:  

Abortion is an “intrinsically” evil act; it can never be justified for any reason whatsoever. 
Advocating for abortion “rights” is therefore also wrong. 
A Catholic legislator who supports pro-abortion legislation while aware of Church teaching commits a 

“manifestly grave sin” – a seriously wrong act that contradicts Church teaching in public and objective 
way. 

Manifest grave sin is a source of “scandal” – it can lead others to sin, because it is public. 
Canon Law dictates that persons who persist in such sin should not be admitted to Holy Communion. 

Cordileone then goes on to cite another official Church document, in which pastors are encouraged to meet with 
such persons and remind them of their obligation to repent. If the person refuses with “obstinate persistence” and 
still presents him/herself for Holy Communion, then the pastor should refuse to give him/her Communion. Unfor-
tunately, this is exactly the present case. The Archbishop thanks Pelosi for her time in meeting with him in the 
past, but also notes that she has refused his corrections and has not responded to several more attempts to discuss 
the matter. Thus, out of concern for her soul, and the souls of those who might be scandalized, he declares that 
Mrs. Pelosi is not to be admitted to Holy Communion within his Archdiocese. 

Now on to some objections. First, is this an unjust intervention of the Church into politics? Many say something to 
this effect. But they forget that 1) God is concerned about the polis – the governance of human society, for its 
good or ill, and therefore Catholics must be as well, always advocating for truth and goodness in law; but more 
pertinently, 2), the shepherds of the Church have the duty to teach and correct all the Catholic faithful no matter 
who they are, politicians or otherwise, since all of our actions bear upon the salvation of our soul. Archbishop 
Cordileone emphasizes the second point in this letter, and assures Mrs. Pelosi of his prayer, fasting, and desire to 
continue their conversation. 
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Secondly, is the Archbishop’s decision unduly judgmental? To answer this, we must remember the important dis-
tinction between culpability and sin. Sins are those acts that contradict what is good for us, no matter whether we 
are fully aware of this or not. Culpability, meanwhile, has to do with our knowledge of the moral character of our 
actions, and therefore our responsibility. Only God can perfectly judge culpability, but all of us can objectively 
recognize that certain behaviors, actions, or attitudes contradict Church teaching.  

In light of this distinction, the Archbishop makes no judgment about Mrs. Pelosi’s culpability, but recognizes that 
her public support of abortion is an objective, manifest contradiction of the teaching of the Church to which she 
simultaneously professes adherence. If she knows that such support is in contradiction of Church teaching, this 
alone is enough to be concerned for her salvation, for she would indeed be culpable of serious sin if basic 
knowledge and freedom were in play. Such concern is therefore enough to refuse reception of Holy Communion if 
the person persists after being called to repentance. Moreover, since the reception of Holy Communion is itself a 
public act, whereby someone is declaring him/herself to be “in communion” with Christ by believing and practic-
ing the teaching of Christ and His Church, to receive Holy Communion while contradicting Church teaching in a 
grave, manifest way would not only bring about confusion on the status of the Church’s teaching on that issue, but 
also on its teaching on Holy Communion itself. 

For our part, let’s continue to pray, fast, and share the joy of the Gospel with those around us in this time. We need 
to work on a person-to-person level, because whatever happens in law, can easily change in the future if minds and 
hearts are not changed. And we ourselves need to truly respect and love the Blessed Sacrament, never receiving 
when we have any unconfessed serious sins, and always spending time before and after, in personal prayer, thank-
ing Christ for the many graces he wishes to give. 

For all mothers, children, politicians, and Church leaders, and for a return to reverence of the Blessed Sacrament, 
may Mary, Mother of the Church and our Mother, intercede for us these last days of May, that we may newly 
bring about a culture of life!  

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



 

Quo Vadis Camp 2022 

Please register now for another great Quo Vadis Camp at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 
from Sunday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The Camp is open to young men in high school, includ-
ing graduating seniors and rising 9th graders. Please note that this camp is for young men who live within the 

Archdiocese of Washington only.  

**Bus transportation will be available on Sunday and Wednesday. The stops will include Lexington Park, Md., 
Largo, Md., and Gaithersburg, Md. More information will be emailed to you, after you register.  

The registration fee is $140. In the case of financial need, a limited number of scholarships to cover registration/
bus fees are available. Please email vocations@adw.org for more information about scholarships. 

Registration can be found at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022  

More information on discerning a vocation to the priesthood can be found at https://dcpriest.org/am-i-called 

As explained in number 1471 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “An indulgence is a remission before God 
of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven” — ‘temporal punishment’ meaning 
purgatory. In order to gain an indulgence, the Church has prescribed conditions of being in a state of grace, have 
the interior disposition of detachment from sin, receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Communion 

(within 8 days), and praying for the intentions of the Holy Father (the pope). There are many acts/prayers that can 
accompany these conditions, such as making a pilgrimage or praying aloud the Rosary while in community. A ple-
nary indulgence is also granted to those who visit a parish church on its titular feast and recite the Our Father and 

the Creed; for us, our titular feast is today as we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. 
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The Way Retreat 

The Way is a free, 3-day guided meditation and prayer program for adult survivors of abuse who have been 
abused in any way by anyone. It is an opportunity for healing and prayer and for survivors to reflect on God’s plan 
for their lives. While there will be opportunities for you to talk with someone about your experience, there is no 
requirement to share details about it.  The Way is a path to find answers which your heart, mind, body and soul 
have been searching, such as: 

· What do I do with the dread, confusion, deep hurt, betrayal and/or anger I feel when I think of the abuse I suf-
fered?  

· What if I feel nothing at all? 
· What do I do with these feelings? 
· How will confronting my abuse experience affect my life? 
· How will I ever recover my trust in people, God, my Church? 
 
The Way is where your healing journey begins.  

There is no fee or cost associated with attending this retreat.  The next "The Way" Retreat for Women will be 
June 3-5, 2022.  Additional details are available at:  The Way Retreat - Archdiocese of Washington 
(adw.org).  For information about this retreat, upcoming dates for retreats for men, or to register contact, Deborah 
McDonald at mcdonaldd@adw.org or 301-853-4466. 


