
 

June 5, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers for this summer, to help our 
parish enjoy our beautiful new patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to 

volunteer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

All highschoolers, as well as the newly confirmed 8th graders, are invited to this week’s youth group: June 8, 7-
9pm in the St. Michael Room. We will be continuing our conversation on Spiritual Warfare — the battle between 
good and evil. With these lessons, we are looking at how the Evil One and his minions work in our lives, and dis-
cussing what we can do to strengthen ourselves and fight him. Join us for snacks and chick-fil-a nuggets, discus-

sion, and activities! If you plan to attend, please signup at ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/signup/91459 for a 
headcount for food. If you have any questions, contact Emma Bigony at youthministry@ascensionbowie.org. 

MASS INTENTIONS (June 6-12) 

Monday 9:00am: +Frank & Marie Rybka Saturday 4:00pm: Fr. Tim Daniel 

Tuesday 9:00am: Rosemarie Givens Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Jenny Mulhare Sunday 10:00am: Father’s Day 

Friday 9:00am: +Florence Simasek Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

June 5, 2022 | Pentecost      Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Cindie Harrison, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida 

Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, 
Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Shirley Mackessy. 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

Happy Pentecost! Today marks the beginning of the Church’s mission to the world, empowered by the Holy Spir-
it. Since I will be preaching on the readings, here I want to provide a kind of summary of moral growth that will 
help in understanding the role of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

To begin, we can admit that we first learn to follow Christ by being taught the moral law: whether through memo-
rizing the Ten Commandments, or through a parent or teacher who instructs us in specific circumstances about 
how to do what is “right,” such “rules” are characteristic of a child’s need to confirm their intuitive sense of jus-
tice, and delineate boundaries of action: most children, after all, can quickly recognize what is “fair” or “unfair,” 
even if they might not be able to explain exactly why! St. Thomas Aquinas says this stage is “imperfect,” but nec-
essary: because those who do not yet have interior virtues – good dispositions inclining to do what is right quickly, 
easily, and with joy – need external coercion of promises and punishments and instruction on what is in keeping 
with the promise of Christ’s grace. 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in this process? When we are Baptized, the Spirit infuses into our soul the vir-
tue of faith, the ability to believe Christ and the Church’s teaching, as well as hope, the ability to desire what 
Christ promises. If we make acts of faith and hope, in response to our parent/catechist/preacher, we will eventually 
also grow in charity, coming to love Christ as a friend and seeking to please Him in whatever we do. Thus the 
“theological virtues” grow in intensity in our mind and will, inclining us to believe, seek, and love God more and 
more. 

Along with such supernatural gifts, the Holy Spirit also infuses into us the “Gifts of the Holy Spirit”: habitual dis-
positions of “receptivity” toward the “movement” of the Holy Spirit. Such movements are received in our mind 
and will before any natural process of deliberation, making us operate according to a “higher mode,” which our 
second reading today hints at: “those who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14).  The 
more a Christian cooperates with this initial movement of the Holy Spirit, the more he/she can act virtuously, and 
the more he/she acts virtuously, the more virtue takes hold and enables further docility and facility in responding 
to the Holy Spirit. Thus the spiritual life keeps growing, as Christ says: “For to everyone who has will more be 
given, and he will have abundance” (Mt 25:29).  

Moreover, the Spirit-led Christian will live out the beatitudes, an imitation of Jesus Himself, and meanwhile enjoy 
the peace, joy, patience, gentleness, and other “fruits” that are a kind of “resonance” or “harmony” with the Holy 
Spirit (see Galatians 5:22). 

Now with such a life held out to us we must still take seriously our obedience to the fundamental moral law of 
Christ and His Church. The Spirit-led disciple of Jesus Christ can never contradict the Spirit-inspired Scriptures or 
the Spirit-led Magisterium of the Church, which teach us on matters of faith and morals, and free us from what St. 
Paul calls “the flesh” – our fallen human nature which tends to disobey God’s will. He writes: 

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live ac-
cording to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God (Rom 8:5-8). 

In several places, St. Paul names specific actions and vices that stem from “the flesh,” and which must be repented 
of and avoided by all who want to maintain the Spirit’s gift of friendship with Christ and its full flowering in eter-
nity. For example, just before naming the fruits of the Holy Spirit, Paul says: 

Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 
jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal 5:20-
21). C   N  P  

—Greetings from Fr. Tim— 3 
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Likewise, in Romans 1 Paul condemns “unnatural sexual actions, covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, de-
ceit, malignity, gossip, slander, hatred of God, insolence, haughtiness, boastfulness, invention of evil, disobedience 
to parents, foolishness, faithlessness, heartlessness, ruthlessness” (Rom 1:26-31); and then in 1 Corinthians 6, asks: 
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the im-
moral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor active homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revil-
ers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor 6:9-10). All of these lists draw from Christ’s own teach-
ings and various Old Testament teachings (e.g., Mk 7:21-23 and 10:4–12; Mt 5:31–32 and 19:4–6; Ex 23; Lev 18-
20, etc.).  

Nevertheless, the great hope remains: for those committed to the fundamental moral obedience God demands, and 
by His grace receive faith, hope, and love, the Holy Spirit continues to lead them in an ever-deepening and person-
al journey, shaping them into a unique likeness of Christ. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 



 

Quo Vadis Camp 2022 

Please register now for another great Quo Vadis Camp at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 
from Sunday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The Camp is open to young men in high school, includ-
ing graduating seniors and rising 9th graders. Please note that this camp is for young men who live within the 

Archdiocese of Washington only.  

**Bus transportation will be available on Sunday and Wednesday. The stops will include Lexington Park, Md., 
Largo, Md., and Gaithersburg, Md. More information will be emailed to you, after you register.  

The registration fee is $140. In the case of financial need, a limited number of scholarships to cover registration/
bus fees are available. Please email vocations@adw.org for more information about scholarships. 

Registration can be found at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022  

More information on discerning a vocation to the priesthood can be found at https://dcpriest.org/am-i-called 
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