
 

June 12, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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MASS INTENTIONS (June 13-19) 

Monday 9:00am: +Frank & Marie Rybka Saturday 4:00pm: Fr. Tim Daniel 

Tuesday 9:00am: Rosemarie Givens Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Jenny Mulhare Sunday 10:00am: Father’s Day 

Friday 9:00am: +Florence Simasek Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

June 12, 2022 | Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity  Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary 
Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 

Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, Amber Wist, and Shirley Mackessy. 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
Cynthia (Cindie) Harrison passed away May 28, 2022 due to complications from small cell lung cancer. 
 Visitation: June 16 6-8pm at Evans Funeral Home | Funeral: June 17 11am in the church 
 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

*****Correction***** 

An incorrect listing of intentions was entered in last week’s bulletin. The Masses for June 6-12 were offered for 
the proper intentions. Here is that correct list of intentions for your information: 

6/6— The family of Charles and Mary Burton 

6/7— +Holy Souls of Purgatory 

6/8— +Theresa Coleman 

6/10— Sean T. Fanning 

6/11— (9am) +Marilyn Kneval (4pm) Special Intention 

6/12— (8am) Parishioners, (10am) Ladies Auxiliary, 
(12pm) Special Intention 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

Today’s Solemnity of the Holy Trinity marks our first Sunday returning to Ordinary Time, but clearly follows up-
on Pentecost last week. As the Holy Spirit descends upon the apostles, empowering them to preach the Good 
News in various languages, now we can recognize that God should be understood not just as Father, or even also 
as Son, but as a “Holy Trinity,” a communion of three divine Persons. 

It is important to remember that this teaching is not something we could figure out ourselves – God had to reveal 
it, because it has to do with the inner life of God Himself – something we cannot peer into. Some other doctrines, 
like the reality of Jesus in the Eucharist, or our calling to enjoy eternal friendship with God, are likewise facts that 
must have been revealed by God Himself in order for us to know about them.  

But this doesn’t mean that we can’t use reason to consider these things once they have been revealed. In fact, this 
is precisely what “theology” is: an effort to delve more deeply into what God has revealed for our belief, using all 
the tools that God has given us as human beings. This is why St. Anselm defined theology as “faith seeking under-
standing,” and Cardinal Ratzinger called it “thinking with assent.” We reflect upon what we believe, reasoning 
and enjoying a deeper and more expansive grasp of reality. 

Now nor does this mean that revelation and faith are the only sources of truth. In fact, we believe that human rea-
son can know a good deal on its own: that there is some “God,” a First Cause behind the universe, for example; or 
that some forms of behavior lead to human flourishing, while others do not.  

To the former point, Aristotle and philosophers in his tradition provide several classic arguments that have stood 
the test of time. They show that honest thinking leads to the reasonable conclusion that there must be some intelli-
gent “First Cause” behind the universe – even if reason by itself cannot bring us to know “who” or “what” this 
First Cause is. We should not therefore readily accept the claim that “religion” is just a matter of superstition, 
emotion or hysteria. On this topic, Peter Kreeft’s Because God is Real is a good introduction, while Michael 
Augros’ Who Designed the Designer is a fuller but more difficult defense; both are available on Formed.org (we 
are subscribed as a parish, so access is free!). Edward Feser’s Five Proofs for the Existence of God is even more 
expansive. 

Likewise, the same tradition shows that we can know a good deal about what leads to human flourishing and 
therefore about what is objectively good and bad. Edward Sri’s Who Am I to Judge? is a good introduction to this 
reasoning (also available on Formed.org), as is Peter Kreeft’s Back to Virtue; while C.S. Lewis’ The Abolition of 
Man is deeper and more consequential in its claims. In any case, such works show us that “moral relativism” – the 
claim that no one can say what is morally good or bad with any real certainty – is false. Even if we do indeed 
make mistakes both in practice and in theory, human reason is capable of perceiving good and bad ways for all 
human beings to act, and therefore can arrive at a common core of morality, such as the moral teachings found in 
the Ten Commandments. 

Now on this latter point, I must add that this is why current debates about the supposed “right to abortion” are not 
in essence a religious issue or about establishing a “theocracy” – a claim that is really rather ignorant. Human rea-
son can perceive the dignity and innocence of unborn human life, as well as the basic moral truth that it is wrong 
to take innocent human life; and therefore can arrive at a negative moral judgment about abortion. But -- to come 
full circle – not all people are people “of good will.” In fact, God has also revealed that we have fallen from His 
friendship, and are therefore wounded in reason, will, and emotions. This is why we not only need God’s revela-
tion and grace to know about God Himself, and other truths beyond what reason can know, but also to consistently 
perceive even some of those truths that human reason is in itself capable of grasping, like God’s existence or the 
substance of the Ten Commandments. Hence the need to preach the Gospel! In this sense, all the controversies 
and arguments of our day remain “religious issues,” awaiting your and my study and cooperation with God’s 
grace, to remind the world of both divine and human truth.  

God bless, Fr. Tim 

3 —Greetings from Fr. Tim— 
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All middle and high schoolers are invited to an End of Year Campfire Monday, June 27 7-9pm. We will be gath-
ering for s’mores, conversation, and games before heading over to adoration. Drop off is at the fire pit behind St. 

Michael’s and pick up is in front of the church. We hope to see you there! If you have any questions, contact   
Emma Bigony (youthministry@ascensionbowie.org) or Lina Martin (admin@women-serving-women.com). 

All highschoolers, as well as the newly confirmed 8th graders, are invited to this week’s youth group: June 15, 7-
9pm in the St. Michael Room. We will be continuing our conversation on Spiritual Warfare — the battle between 
good and evil. With these lessons, we are looking at how the Evil One and his minions work in our lives, and dis-
cussing what we can do to strengthen ourselves and fight him. Join us for snacks and chick-fil-a nuggets, discus-

sion, and activities! If you plan to attend, please signup at ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/signup/91459 for a 
headcount for food. If you have any questions, contact Emma Bigony at youthministry@ascensionbowie.org. 
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Life-Giving Wounds Healing Retreat for Adult Children of Divorced or Separated Parents 

The Life-Giving Wounds retreat is a three-day healing retreat for young adults and adults whose parents have di-
vorced or separated. The retreat includes live music throughout the weekend, presentations by trained retreat lead-
ers and experts; guided small group discussions with peers; silent journaling sessions; prayer and the Sacraments; 

and more. It will take place July 29-31 at the Holy Family Seminary retreat center in Silver Spring, MD. Early 
bird price is $150 for adults or $75 for college students or consecrated persons until July 14; after July 14 the cost 

increases to $200 (adults) and $100 (college students and consecrated persons). Registration cost included 5 
meals, a retreat guide, and journal. Lodging available at additional cost, or participants can commute. All infor-

mation and registration can be found at www.lifegivingwounds.org/dcmarylandretreat 

Next month, Ascension will be hosting an overnight summer retreat for high school youth (9-12th grade) and ris-
ing college freshmen for the 2022-2023 school year. More details will be coming next week, but please mark your 

calendars for this date! If you (or your child) are interested in attending, please participate in our poll https://
ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/signup/92265. Email Emma Bigony via youthministry@ascensionbowie.org with 

any questions. 



 

Quo Vadis Camp 2022 

Please register now for another great Quo Vadis Camp at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 
from Sunday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The Camp is open to young men in high school, includ-
ing graduating seniors and rising 9th graders. Please note that this camp is for young men who live within the 

Archdiocese of Washington only.  

**Bus transportation will be available on Sunday and Wednesday. The stops will include Lexington Park, Md., 
Largo, Md., and Gaithersburg, Md. More information will be emailed to you, after you register.  

The registration fee is $140. In the case of financial need, a limited number of scholarships to cover registration/
bus fees are available. Please email vocations@adw.org for more information about scholarships. 

Registration can be found at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022  

More information on discerning a vocation to the priesthood can be found at https://dcpriest.org/am-i-called 
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