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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Administrator: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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All middle and high schoolers are invited to an End of Year Campfire tomorrow, Monday, June 27 7-9pm. We 
will be gathering for s’mores, conversation, and prayer. Drop off is at the fire pit behind St. Michael’s and pick up 

is in front of the church. We hope to see you there!  

If you have any questions, contact Emma Bigony (youthministry@ascensionbowie.org) or Lina Martin 
(admin@women-serving-women.com). 

MASS INTENTIONS (June 27—July 3) 

Monday 9:00am: Father’s Day Saturday 4:00pm: +Larry Jolliffe 

Tuesday 9:00am: Father’s Day Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: Father’s Day Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Clara Thuraisingham Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Larry Hudson, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary 
Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 

Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, Amber Wist, and Shirley Mackessy. 
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Next month, Ascension will be hosting an overnight summer retreat for high school youth (9-12th grade) and ris-
ing college freshmen for the 2022-2023 school year. Our retreat is centered around community and the Church, 

with talks, games, activities, and most importantly, prayer time (Mass, adoration, confessions, liturgy of the hours, 
lectio divina). Please signup by July 6 end of day. For any signups past that date, please contact Emma Bigony 

directly. 

To SIGNUP to attend, please go to https://ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/signup/92832. Permission forms are 
available on the parish website. 

Email Emma Bigony via youthministry@ascensionbowie.org with any questions. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Greetings, I hope, from Colorado! I am actually at Reagan airport as I write this, as my flight is delayed.  
 
This weekend Msgr. Mike Wilson and Fr. Will Thompson are covering Masses. Since the rather clear theme of the 
readings is following Christ, I expect one or both of them might touch on the topic of vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life. But all of us must learn to listen and respond to Christ's call to holiness, whatever our state in 
life. 
 
St. Paul in the second reading speaks of this growth in terms of true freedom: 
 
Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery. 
 
The "yoke" that Paul refers to here is Moses' Law. Though good in themselves, these 600+ laws were experienced 
as a burden insofar as they lacked the grace needed to actually obem, and also were in some cases relevant only to 
the cultural context of their time, requiring discernment as to what was actually perennial in the Law and what in 
fact was temporary. This is why Paul elsewhere describes the Mosaic Law as a "tutor" which usefully trained the 
people of God for some time, but ultimately needed the teachings and grace of Christ, the true Teacher, for clarifi-
cation and fulfillment (see Galatians 3-4). 
 
But Paul is quick to protect his readers from the false idea that we can therefore simply "do what we want" be-
cause Christ has come. Instead, he continues: 
 
But do not use this freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh; 
rather, serve one another through love. 
For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, 
namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
But if you go on biting and devouring one another, 
beware that you are not consumed by one another. 
 
Notice that St Paul sees the freedom that Christ brings as one that enables us to "love" but not gratify the "flesh" or 
commit sins like "biting and devouring one another." In other words, true Christian freedom means the capacity to 
will what is truly good for God, neighbor, and self, according to the truth, and not the freedom of moral license, 
which wants to do whatever it wants without reference to the truth. In this way Christian love fulfills reveals the 
perennial heart of the Mosaic Law, found especially in the Ten Commandments. 
 
Now this brings us back to our vocation to holiness. Do I have what it takes to follow Christ? If I am still willfully 
contradicting the Ten Commandments, Christ, and the Church's teachings, or agree with the moral relativism of 
our time, then no -- I am living in the false freedom of the flesh. 
 
But if I am committed to obeying the Ten Commandments, Christ, and the Church, trying to grow in virtue with 
the help of Christ's grace  -- even if I might struggle and at times fall -- I am growing in the true Christian freedom 
to which St. Paul refers. 
 
Let's continue to persevere on this path. Even if we are surrounded by voices that claim that moral license is the 
only freedom that matters (the abortion movement, sexual revolution, gender ideology, etc.), we Christians know 
that only "the truth will set us free!" 

3 —Greetings from Fr. Tim— 

God Bless, Fr. Tim 
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Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Seeking Humanities Tutors 

St. Thomas Aquinas Tutorial, a hybrid classical homeschooling program in Anne Arundel County,  is seek-
ing tutors for the 2022/2023 academic school year.  Tutors are needed to teach 4th grade humanities, and 7th grade 

humanities on Mondays and Wednesdays.  For more information about these positions, please contact Melinda 
Deras at director@statonline.org.   For general information about STAT, please visit our website 

at www.statonline.org.  

 

Programs and Retreats from Our Lady of Bethesda 

Take a Personal Retreat Day this Summer! 

August 12 / September 16 

Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and crazy busy? Take a break this summer and enjoy your very own per-
sonal retreat at Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center. During your personal retreat, from 8:30am-4pm, an experi-

enced retreat director will guide you to a place of rest with Christ. The retreat schedule allows for one-on-one spir-
itual direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, Confession, and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental breakfast 
and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His love 
for you. Cost is $120/person. Advance registration is required, and registrations will be limited to facilitate appro-
priate social distancing. To register and for more information, go to ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. 

Experience the Week-Long Spiritual Exercises this Summer! 

For Women: July 11-18 / For Men: July 24-31 

The week-long Spiritual Exercises are for those well familiar with mental prayer, silence, and the Ignatian Spiritu-
al Exercises. This longer format permits more personal prayer time. With longer periods of silence, you are chal-
lenged to stretch your soul, thus engaging in deeper intimacy with God. The retreat master and other spiritual di-

rectors will be available for the daily colloquy to help you detect and understand the movements of the Holy Spirit. 
To register and for more information, go to ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. 

Evening Reflection for Couples 

August 17 

Married and engaged couples are invited to an Evening of Reflection especially for you! The evening will begin 
with mass and include a delicious dinner, talk, time for quiet reflection and the opportunity for confession. $60/
couple. Registration is required so that the retreat center can properly prepare. To register and for more infor-

mation, go to ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. 
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“Monumental” VBS is coming to Ascension soon! Registration opens on June 20th for kids grades K-5th. Go off-
road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest. By exploring 
God’s awesomeness, kids form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead. VBS is open to all in Kindergarten through 

5th grade, August 15-19, 2022 from 9:30am-12:00pm. Students in grades 6 and up are also welcome to join us as 
assistants. 

In need of volunteers! 
VBS wouldn’t be successful without our generous volunteers! We are seeking Virtus-compliant adults, and stu-
dent assistants in grades 6 and up. Help is needed with decorations, small group guides, station leaders, games, 
photography, set up/clean up, behind the scenes and more! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Maria Centeno at religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org so that she can add your name to the volunteer list! 
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