
 

July 10, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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All rising highschoolers, are invited to youth group for a summer series on prayer. Wednesday nights from 7-
9pm, we will be looking at or practicing different types of prayer to help youth learn the importance of and habits 
for building a daily prayer life. Lessons will include prayer expressed by words, meditative prayer such as Lectio 
Divina, petitionary and intercessory prayer, and overcoming obstacles in prayer. While we will move through top-
ics methodically, please feel free to join at any time. Signups are sent weekly to the High School Youth Ministry 

group on Flocknote. If you have any questions, contact Emma Bigony at youthministry@ascensionbowie.org. 

Share and Care will be hosting their first Paint Nite on Saturday, July 23. We are so excited to begin gathering 
again for some fun times. Tickets are $30 each (includes dinner and painting).  

Registration and payment may be made: 

Online at  https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/MD467/48270 OR 

Cash or Checks payable to “Ascension”. Place in envelope marked “Paint Nite” and drop at the office or in the 
collection basket no late than Sunday, July 17. 

For more information, please contact Maureen Barber (301-928-0603 | Maureen.barber167@gmail.com) or     
Roberta Borges (240-535-7775 | bertborges@aol.com) 

MASS INTENTIONS (July 11-17) 

Monday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval Saturday 4:00pm: Carmella Wayson 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: Dr. & Mrs. Francis J. Kelly Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Jackie Givens Sunday 12:00pm: +Cheryl Thompson 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Beverlee Lee, Bob Liggett, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean 
Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. 

Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



 

Dear Parishioners, 

This week the readings span several themes worthy of reflection, so here I want to provide a little extra back-
ground on the topic of the natural law. 

In the first reading Moses says that God’s commandments are “already in your mouths and in your hearts,” a text 
that has often been used as a defense for the claim that all human beings can perceive fundamental moral truths 
according to the “natural law.” How is this so?  

The classical tradition defines the natural law as “human reason’s participation in the eternal law of God,” that is, 
our recognition of the wise order with which God has created reality. When we perceive this order correctly, we 
think “truthfully,” and when we are attracted to the good to be done in accordance with the order of the world and 
the order within us, we will act “well.” Our reason’s share in this latter, moral order of reality, is the “natural law.” 
And as C.S. Lewis argued in his famous Mere Christianity, even children’s typical basic moral claim -- “that’s not 
fair!” -- when they encounter moral injustice, shows how quickly we perceive right and wrong. 

Now this implies that all human beings are capable of knowing the good to be done and the evil to be avoided in 
order to be happy, at least on a natural level (see Romans 2:14-16). So why do we see so much evident evil in the 
world, and at times within ourselves?  

On the one hand, the perception of the natural law begins with basic principles that are hard to deny. We see the 
good of self-preservation, of living in community, and of searching for the truth. Nor can we avoid the fundamen-
tal desire to be happy. 

But then as we begin to see the need to distinguish between true and false paths to happiness, as found through 
concrete actions, matters become more complicated. Moreover, Paul gives the deepest answer to the difficulty in-
volved: a “law of sin” dwells within us (see Romans 7:15-25). The Church describes this as our “fallen human na-
ture,” which is wounded in intellect, will, and in our emotions -- both with regard to pleasures and with regard to 
obstacles; and it is the result of the original sin of our first human parents, as recounted in Genesis 3. While we 
only know about this primordial act of distrust and disobedience brought on by the “envy of the Devil” (Wisdom 
2:24) because God Himself has revealed it to us and called us to trust, nevertheless, all can recognize the effects of 
original sin in the world even if they do not have faith. This is why “sin” is actually a rather good starting point for 
preaching the Gospel -- clearly, something has gone wrong with humanity, even if not everyone knows why, or 
the solution God has offered through His Son. 

In any case, the consequences of all of this are quite profound. We can rightly say that many of the controversies 
of our day -- abortion, sexuality, gender, various social injustices -- are wrong, because they conflict with reason. 
Human reason can indeed recognize right from wrong in concrete circumstances if led by reasoning, for example: 
that abortion is the taking of innocent human life, and that innocent human life ought not be taken; or, that men 
and women complement each other, and together produce children, who flourish with proper parenting, and thus 
that the vision of marriage and sexuality described in the Bible -- permanent, faithful, procreative -- is reasonable; 
and, that one’s self-conception is not to be trusted, but healed, when it conflicts with one’s chromosomes. Moral 
reality is not all that difficult to perceive when reasonable judgments are articulated step by step, because the gift 
of reason is the capacity to perceive reality’s moral order. So we need to know and make use of good reasons in 
our evangelization. Otherwise, what’s the point of holding up any virtues as honorable at all, or condemning any 
actions as unjust? 

Nevertheless, we must also recognize that the natural order of reality has become more difficult to perceive be-
cause of the wounds of our fallen nature. Though we are not entirely corrupted by original sin (pace Luther), we 
do need a fair dose of moral healing and intellectual honesty (humility) to accept truths which might require us to 
change our habits. Additional personal sin compounds this process (“the flesh”), as do error-ridden voices (“the 
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Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers for this summer, to help our 
parish enjoy our beautiful new patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to 

volunteer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

Quo Vadis Camp 2022 

Please register now for another great Quo Vadis Camp at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., 
from Sunday, July 31, to Wednesday, August 3, 2022. The Camp is open to young men in high school, includ-
ing graduating seniors and rising 9th graders. Please note that this camp is for young men who live within the 

Archdiocese of Washington only.  

**Bus transportation will be available on Sunday and Wednesday. The stops will include Lexington Park, Md., 
Largo, Md., and Gaithersburg, Md. More information will be emailed to you, after you register.  

The registration fee is $140. In the case of financial need, a limited number of scholarships to cover registration/
bus fees are available. Please email vocations@adw.org for more information about scholarships. 

Registration can be found at https://dcpriest.org/quo-vadis-camp-2022  

More information on discerning a vocation to the priesthood can be found at https://dcpriest.org/am-i-called 

Seeking Humanities Tutors 

St. Thomas Aquinas Tutorial, a hybrid classical homeschooling program in Anne Arundel County,  is seek-
ing tutors for the 2022/2023 academic school year.  Tutors are needed to teach 4th grade humanities, and 7th grade 

humanities on Mondays and Wednesdays.  For more information about these positions, please contact Melinda 
Deras at director@statonline.org.   For general information about STAT, please visit our website 

at www.statonline.org.  

C     

world”) which try to deafen our search for their own selfish gain. The devil moreover still “prowls like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8), and we cannot forget that his ultimate goal is to separate us from 
God, the source of life and truth, by means of lies (John 8:44). Thus we need to fight for truth and love amidst a 
“culture of death.”  

But we also need to take heart. Though we need to prepare ourselves with good reasons and coherent arguments, 
to evangelize this world, and need to soberly recognize that a return to true human flourishing will not happen un-
til there is also a widespread return to God’s healing grace, found above all in the sacraments, God reminds us that 
His law is not “far off.” May Mary our Mother help us! 

God bless, 

Fr. Tim 
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“Monumental” VBS is coming to Ascension soon! Registration opens on June 20th for kids grades K-5th. Go off-
road for a Monumental adventure through the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest. By exploring 
God’s awesomeness, kids form a rock-solid faith for the road ahead. VBS is open to all in Kindergarten through 

5th grade, August 15-19, 2022 from 9:30am-12:00pm. Students in grades 6 and up are also welcome to join us as 
assistants. 

In need of volunteers! 
VBS wouldn’t be successful without our generous volunteers! We are seeking Virtus-compliant adults, and stu-
dent assistants in grades 6 and up. Help is needed with decorations, small group guides, station leaders, games, 
photography, set up/clean up, behind the scenes and more! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Maria Centeno at religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org so that she can add your name to the volunteer list! 

July 10, 2022 | 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 


