
 

August 7, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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MASS INTENTIONS (August 8-14) 

Monday 9:00am: Fidel & Fidelia Garcia Saturday 4:00pm: +Larry Jolliffe 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Michael J. Simasek Jr. Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Ronald Tayman Sunday 10:00am: Ladies Auxiliary 

Friday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers for this summer, to help our 
parish enjoy our beautiful new patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to 

volunteer a few times a year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

Attention all runners ages 6-14! CYO Cross Country (Marian Milers) will be starting up Tuesday, August 23, with 
the first meet on September 11. Practices will be held Tuesdays and Fridays from 4:00-5:15 pm. The fee is $65.00 

per runner with an additional jersey fee. Check the parish website for a link to register. There will be an infor-
mation meeting August 9, at 7:00 pm, in the parish hall, at Ascension Catholic Church.  

Any questions please contact Eileen Snyder 240-374-9978.  



 

Dear Parishioners, 

I hope you are well! It is good to be back. Before some words on the readings, please remember that our Conse-
cration to Mary is coming up on the Feast of the Queenship of Mary, Monday, August 22. If you are thinking, “I 
forgot!”, don’t worry: you can either catch up, or do the nine-day version of Consecration advocated by St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe. I have put a .pdf of this version on the website, but will also be handing out a book version for those 
who would like them, when they arrive. 

Now on to the readings. This weekend all the readings center on the theme of faith, and so I do not want to dupli-
cate here much of what I will likely say in the homily, but I do believe it would be helpful to explain a bit of the 
second reading. We hear a line that likely strikes us as important but might be difficult to process: “Faith is the 
realization of what is hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.” What does this mean -- especially consider-
ing that we do not in fact physically see everything we believe (e.g., Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist), or possess 
everything that we hope for as Christians (e.g., heaven)? How can the reading tell us that our hopes have been 
“realized”? 

A clue comes by way of another typical translation of this line: “Faith is the substance of what is hoped for…” In 
this sense, we can understand the life of faith as the beginning of everything we ultimately hope for, as St. Thomas 
Aquinas says, “we use the word ‘substance’ for the very beginning of any reality, especially when all that follows 
is contained virtually in this fundamental beginning” (ST II-II, q. 4, a. 1, corp.). In this sense we might say that 
someone who is trying to hit a small ball into a hole is in substance playing golf. 

Now interpreted in this way, we can better see what the reading is getting at. By believing the Gospel, and con-
forming our life to its demands with the help of grace, we do actually begin to participate in the heavenly life that 
we will one day fully possess beyond this world; heaven is already in my soul in substance or in “seed-form.” 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI put it this way:  

Faith is not merely a personal reaching out towards things to come that are still totally absent: it gives us 
something. It gives us even now something of the reality we are waiting for, and this present reality consti-
tutes for us a “proof” of the things that are still unseen. Faith draws the future into the present, so that it is 
no longer simply a “not yet.” (Saved in Hope, 7) 

Now we likely understand what the second reading is getting at from our own experience, but even if not, such 
claims can be supported if we look to the saints – those who operate fully in faith, trusting fully in Christ’s words 
and the teachings of the Church as the standard for all their thoughts and actions. Mother Teresa carried around 
with her the beginning of Heaven, insofar as she knew Christ’s voice intimately in prayer, and was aware that her 
life was one of complete self-gift to God and neighbor, even when it was difficult. St. Francis Xavier carried 
around with him the beginning of Heaven, insofar as he was already aware that the tens of thousands of Baptisms 
he was celebrating were bringing joy to Christ. St. Faustina carried around the life of heaven, insofar as she knew 
the same Jesus who spoke to her each day was the same Jesus she would ultimately meet after death. These and all 
the saints show us “the evidence of things not seen” insofar as their lives are truly changed by obedience to 
Christ’s words, to the point of regularly experiencing a supernatural union with God and the supernatural peace 
and joy of the Holy Spirit. 

But this leaves us with a challenge: do I really rely on Christ’s words and the teaching of the Church as the stand-
ard for all my thinking and behavior? Only those who do so know the “evidence” for themselves. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
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August 7, 2022 | 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

Have an extra room in your house? An international Catholic student is looking for housing as he begins a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Administration at Bowie State University this fall. He is a former seminarian, loves Eucha-
ristic Adoration, and enjoys singing. For more details, as well as contact information and a letter of recommenda-

tion from his pastor and spiritual director, please contact Fr. Tim. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, 
David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma 
Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul 

OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements & Funeral Arrangements 
For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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