
 

August 14, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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Interested in becoming Catholic, need a refresher on the basics, or still need to receive the Sacrament of           
Confirmation or First Holy Communion? Interested adults please contact Fr. Tim at danielt@adw.org to find out 

more about the process which will begin in September.  

MASS INTENTIONS (August 15-21) 

Monday 9:00am: Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Kelly Saturday 4:00pm: +George Prokop 

Tuesday 9:00am: Harry & Rosemarie Givens Sunday 8:00am: +Thelma & Abelino Barrios 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Marina Johnson Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Florence Chesnick Sunday 12:00pm: Parishioners 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, 
Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Eliza-
beth Dinsmore, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, 

Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary 
Murphy, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raf-

faele, Robert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, 
Mickey Ryan, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul 

OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

Reminder! There is still time to consecrate yourself to Mary on August 22, the Feast of the Queenship of Mary. If 
you haven't followed the 33-day version, you can begin a 9-day version today by going to at https://

www.romancatholicman.com/st-maximilian-kolbes-nine-day-preparation-total-consecration or by clicking 
"Consecration to Mary" picture on our website. Please also take a Behold Your Mother book home with you for 

extra understanding.  
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Dear Parishioners, 

The readings today present us with a difficult theme: the division of families, caused by Christ (!). I will treat this 
is the homily, but here want to substantiate some points with a remarkable passage from Pope St. John Paul II’s 
Letter to Families (see #13-14). God bless, Fr. Tim 

Dear families, the question of responsible fatherhood and motherhood is an integral part of the “civilization of 
love”, which I now wish to discuss with you. From what has already been said it is clear that the family is funda-
mental to what Pope Paul VI called the “civilization of love”… Created in the image and likeness of God, man has 
received the world from the hands of the Creator, together with the task of shaping it in his own image and like-
ness. The fulfillment of this task gives rise to civilization, which in the final analysis is nothing else than the 
“humanization of the world”… 

The civilization of love, in its current meaning, is inspired by the words of the [Vatican II document] Gaudium et 
Spes: “Christ ... fully discloses man to himself and unfolds his noble calling”. And so we can say that the civiliza-
tion of love originates in the revelation of the God who “is love”, as John writes (1 Jn 4:8, 16); it is effectively de-
scribed by Paul in the hymn of charity found in his First Letter to the Corinthians (13:1-13). This civilization is 
intimately linked to the love “poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” (Rom 
5:5), and it grows as a result of the constant cultivation which the Gospel allegory of the vine and the branches 
describes in such a direct way: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that 
bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit” (Jn 15:1
-2)… 

Yet there is no true love without an awareness that God “is Love” and that man is the only creature on earth which 
God has called into existence “for its own sake”. Created in the image and likeness of God, man cannot fully “find 
himself” except through the sincere gift of self. Without such a concept of man, of the person and the “communion 
of persons” in the family, there can be no civilization of love; similarly, without the civilization of love it is im-
possible to have such a concept of person and of the communion of persons. The family constitutes the fundamen-
tal “cell” of society. But Christ—the “vine” from which the “branches” draw nourishment—is needed so that this 
cell will not be exposed to the threat of a kind of cultural uprooting which can come both from within and from 
without. Indeed, although there is on the one hand the “civilization of love”, there continues to exist on the other 
hand the possibility of a destructive “anti-civilization”, as so many present trends and situations confirm. 

Who can deny that our age is one marked by a great crisis, which appears above all as a profound “crisis of truth”? 
A crisis of truth means, in the first place, a crisis of concepts. Do the words “love”, “freedom”, “sincere gift”, and 
even “person” and “rights of the person”, really convey their essential meaning?... Only if the truth about freedom 
and the communion of persons in marriage and in the family can regain its splendor, will the building of the civili-
zation of love truly begin… 

First of all, by way of contrast: the development of contemporary civilization is linked to a scientific and techno-
logical progress which is often achieved in a one-sided way… a civilization of production and of use, a civiliza-
tion of “things” and not of “persons”, a civilization in which persons are used in the same way as things are used. 
In the context of a civilization of use, woman can become an object for man, children a hindrance to parents, the 
family an institution obstructing the freedom of its members. To be convinced that this is the case, one need only 
look at certain sexual education programs introduced into the schools, often notwithstanding the disagreement and 
even the protests of many parents; or pro-abortion tendencies which vainly try to hide behind the so- called “right 
to choose” (“pro-choice”) on the part of both spouses, and in particular on the part of the woman. These are only 
two examples; many more could be mentioned. 

It is evident that in this sort of a cultural situation the family cannot fail to feel threatened, since it is endangered at 
its very foundations. Everything contrary to the civilization of love is contrary to the whole truth about man and 
becomes a threat to him: it does not allow him to find himself and to feel secure, as spouse, parent, or child. So-
called “safe sex”, which is touted by the “civilization of technology”, is actually, in view of the overall require-
ments of the person, radically not safe, indeed it is extremely dangerous. It endangers both the person and the fam-
ily. And what is this danger? It is the loss of the truth about one's own self and about the family, together with the 
risk of a loss of freedom and consequently of a loss of love itself… 

What is needed then is for human societies, and the families who live within them, often in a context of struggle 
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between the civilization of love and its opposites, to seek their solid foundation in a correct vision of man and of 
everything which determines the full “realization” of his humanity. Opposed to the civilization of love is certainly 
the phenomenon of so-called “free love”; this is particularly dangerous because it is usually suggested as a way of 
following one's “real” feelings, but it is in fact destructive of love. How many families have been ruined because 
of “free love”… the continual quest for “maximum” happiness. But this is a “utilitarian happiness”, seen only as 
pleasure, as immediate gratification for the exclusive benefit of the individual, apart from or opposed to the objec-
tive demands of the true good. 

The program of utilitarianism, based on an individualistic understanding of freedom—a freedom without responsi-
bilities—is the opposite of love, even as an expression of human civilization considered as a whole. When this 
concept of freedom is embraced by society, and quickly allies itself with varied forms of human weakness, it soon 
proves a systematic and permanent threat to the family. In this regard, one could mention many dire consequenc-
es, which can be statistically verified, even though a great number of them are hidden in the hearts of men and 
women like painful, fresh wounds. 

The love of spouses and parents has the capacity to cure these kinds of wounds, provided the dangers alluded to 
do not deprive it of its regenerative force, which is so beneficial and wholesome a thing for human communities. 
This capacity depends on the divine grace of forgiveness and reconciliation, which always ensures the spiritual 
energy to begin anew. For this very reason family members need to encounter Christ in the Church through the 
wonderful Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 

In this context, we can realize how important prayer is with families and for families, in particular for those 
threatened by division. We need to pray that married couples will love their vocation, even when the road be-
comes difficult, or the paths become narrow, uphill and seemingly insuperable; we need to pray that, even then, 
they will be faithful to their covenant with God… “The family is the way of the Church”… In the Church every-
one is called equally to perfect holiness (cf. Mt 5:48). 
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