
 

August 28, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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MASS INTENTIONS (August 29—September 4) 

Monday 9:00am: +John, Frank & Tom McDonough Saturday 4:00pm: Fr. Greg Shaffer 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Deacon Finis Thompson Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Joan Kozak Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Dave Fowler Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, 

Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth 
Dinsmore, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 
Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-

ual light shine upon them. 

All High School students for the 2022-2023 school year are invited to a Sunday Mass and Social Hour Back to 
School event! On Sunday 8/28, we will attend Mass together with brunch and games to follow. We will also be 

talking about our plans for the coming semester and will be asking for youth input! Drop-off is at the St. 
Michael’s Room at 9:30am with pick-up at 1:00pm. The sign-up found here (ascensionbowie.flocknote.com/
signup/97142) will be used to estimate brunch supplies, but is not required. That means you CAN and should 

come even if you haven’t signed up. Please contact Emma Bigony with any questions. We hope to see you then! 

We asked for your help in giving the Gabriel Network Mothers and Children a Hand up by donating needed items 
or making a monetary contribution. 

You, our most kind and generous parishioners answered this challenge with a Deafening “YES!”  
The donations far exceeded our expectations with over $5,900 in items and monies received. 

Thank you, Ascension for answering the call and “Prospering the work of our hands”. 
May Mary Our Lady, Star of the Sea Bless You on behalf of these Mothers and their Children. 
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Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend the first reading, psalm, and Gospel emphasize humility and almsgiving, which I will preach on at 
length. But here I want to reflect on our second reading, again from The Letter to the Hebrews, which from anoth-
er angle also speaks of humility, but also of Christian greatness. 

Brothers and sisters: You have not approached that which could be touched and a blazing fire and gloomy 
darkness and storm and a trumpet blast and a voice speaking words such that those who heard begged that 
no message be further addressed to them. 
 
No, you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and count-
less angels in festal gathering, and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven, and God the judge of 
all, and the spirits of the just made perfect, and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and the sprinkled 
blood that speaks more eloquently than that of Abel. 

This passage contrasts two different mountains and two different “covenants,” or “familial pacts” with God: the 
covenant made with Moses on Mount Sinai, and the covenant made through Jesus Christ on “Mount Zion,” Jeru-
salem. Whereas the first covenant was made amid a terrifying display of God’s power (see Exodus 19-24), and 
with a people who dared not even approach the base of the mountain, due in many ways to their sinfulness, the 
second covenant is made in “weakness,” not of human beings, but of God Himself, who descends amid our sinful-
ness to His death on the cross. 

But the author wants us to understand the greatness of what has happened in Jesus’ apparent “failure.” Whereas 
Moses received God’s Law that was only written on tablets of stone, Christ won infinite graces for us by His obe-
dient love, pouring out His Spirit, which would consequently write God’s Law on the hearts of whoever would 
share in His life. Hence Jesus’ many exhortations to eat His flesh, and drink His blood, if we want to have “eternal 
life” (see John 6); and His reminders that we can bear no fruit unless we “remain in Him” (see John 15). It is by 
sharing in this “New Covenant,” His very own life, that our “spirits” become “just,” and we can count ourselves 
among the “firstborn enrolled in heaven” – so long as we persevere in this life of grace won by the “sprinkled 
blood that speaks more eloquently than that of Abel.” 

Now what does all this have to do with humility? Most clearly, it has to do with the humiliation of Jesus Himself. 
St. Paul writes elsewhere:  

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any incentive of love, any participation in the Spirit, any affec-
tion and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than your-
selves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equal-
ity with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:1-
11) 

 
Notice that Paul calls his brother and sister Christians in Philippi to imitate Christ’s humility in order to achieve 
greatness. This obedient death of Jesus, God though He was (and is), serves as the standard of Christian living: to 
be great is to offer my life for the good of others, in accordance with God’s call. 
 
But this does not mean denying the reality of the supernatural life within me; instead, it means accepting the reali-
ty that we truly are healed and strengthened by God Himself. Paul continues: 
 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for God is at work in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blame-
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Have you enjoyed the return of Sunday donuts?! We are still looking for volunteers to help our parish enjoy our 
beautiful patio and parents to reward their children!  Individuals or families are needed to volunteer a few times a 

year to help facilitate ordering, set up or clean up after Sunday morning Masses.   

Email admin@women-serving-women.com for signup details. This is a very low time commitment with a huge 
reward - thank you to all who have and will help!   

Interested in becoming Catholic, need a refresher on the basics, or still need to receive the Sacrament of           
Confirmation or First Holy Communion? Interested adults please contact Fr. Tim at danielt@adw.org to find out 

more about the process which will begin in September.  

less and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured as a libation upon the 
sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and 
rejoice with me. (Phil 2:12-18) 

 
Notice that Paul reaffirms the high call to Christian perfection – no “grumbling,” “questioning,” or “blemish” al-
lowed; only “shining” in the darkness of this world. And why? “For God is at work in you…” 

In true humility, then, let’s get to “work”! We have really received the truth from God Himself, and now have His 
own life within us, enabling us to truly become saints. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
 

August 28, 2022 | 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 
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