
 

September 4, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
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Interested in becoming Catholic, need a refresher on the basics, or still need to receive the Sacrament of           
Confirmation or First Holy Communion? Interested adults please contact Fr. Tim at danielt@adw.org to find out 

more about the process which will begin in September.  

MASS INTENTIONS (September 5-11, 2022) 

Monday 9:00am: +Richard Carter Lee Saturday 4:00pm: Harry Givens 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Ronald Tayman Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Holy Souls of Purgatory Sunday 10:00am: Ladies Auxiliary 

Friday 9:00am: +Michael Simasek Sr. Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend I want to comment on two things: our second reading, where Paul talks about the slave 
“Onesimus”; and the Gospel topic of “renunciation” – what are we called to renounce?  

First, our second reading comes to us from one of St. Paul’s imprisonments, perhaps in Ephesus, where despite his 
chains he has been at work. Among his new converts is a certain “Onesimus” (Greek for “Useful”), a runaway 
slave whom Paul now considers a spiritual “son,” and for whose freedom he is writing to Philemon, Onesimus’ 
Christian master.  
As background, Dr. Brant Pitre notes that escape from slavery was a serious civil matter in the Greco-Roman 
world: it often ended in fines, physical punishment, or sometimes death. And so Paul’s request is at the least one 
of physical mercy; he even asks Philemon to charge any “debts” to his own “account” (Phil 1:18). But it was also 
an important spiritual matter: for not only had Deuteronomy 3:15 already urged Jews to be merciful toward runa-
way slaves, but Paul also speaks of how Christ loves all equally, whether “slave” or “free” (see Gal 3:28). Phile-
mon, perhaps himself also a convert of Paul, would have appreciated this appeal to accept Onesimus as a free 
“brother in the Lord,” and Paul is confident Philemon will agree to his request (Phil 1:21).  

Though we don’t have a reply, another of Paul’s letters, The Letter to the Colossians, implies that Philemon in-
deed freed Onesimus and the latter returned to Paul to help as a letter-bearer (Col 4:7-9). A few centuries later St. 
Jerome wrote that the same Onesimus eventually became an ardent preacher, the second bishop of Ephesus, and a 
martyr for the Faith.  

What about the topic of slavery itself? Dr. Pitre recommends Glancy, Slavery in Early Christianity; Hezser, Jew-
ish Slavery in Antiquity; Hunt, Ancient Greek and Roman Slavery, and Panzer, The Popes and Slavery, for a thor-
ough background, but in summary reminds us that in Paul’s context slavery was complicated, widespread, and 
largely accepted. Some people sold themselves into slavery to pay debts; others were kidnapped; still others were 
prisoners of war. Many were treated horribly, with difficult, menial labor, while others held important positions in 
elite households. In any case, some ancient Jewish figures, like the Essenes and Philo of Alexandria, regarded 
slavery as an injustice. Later, the 6th century Pope St. Gregory the Great wrote about its evils, as did the 15th centu-
ry Pope Eugene IV, appealing to human dignity before God. But as we know, many ignored these calls, some-
times even justifying slavery by citing Scripture; and still today, its modern form of human trafficking survives. 

Can we be too surprised? While easy for us to admit the evil of slavery living in 21st century America, Scripture 
reminds us that the human heart is always quite capable of sin. How often do we hear many today, even Catholics, 
demand the right to do whatever they want, appealing to Biblical “free will,” when they are really just rationaliz-
ing sin? And how many people speak of “love,” citing just a few favorite lines, meanwhile ignoring Scripture’s 
holistic vision of marriage and chastity? We easily ignore the truth when it is inconvenient, and sin blinds us fur-
ther. 

Which brings us to our second topic: renunciation. Since I will preach about this in the homily, I’ll simply note 
here that this “detachment” is the path to true love. Fr. Thomas Dubay, a recent spiritual author, summarizes what 
this is and isn’t in some helpful quotes to the right, from his book, The Fire Within: St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of 
the Cross, and the Gospel on Prayer (133-136). You can also find his more introductory work Igniting the Fire 
Within for free on www.formed.org, using our parish subscription (call the office for info).  

God bless! Fr. Tim 
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What Attachment is Not: First of all, attachment is not the experiencing of pleasure in things, not even keen, in-
tense pleasure. The complete avoidance of pleasure is neither possible nor advisable in human life. If one is hun-
gry enough, a dry crust of bread is delicious. If one is tired enough, lying on a hard board is a blessed relief. And 
who can possibly avoid enjoying the breathtaking beauty of roses and sunsets and human loveliness? There is no 
doubt that the pleasures of the five senses easily lead to a selfish clinging to them for their own sakes, but none-
theless, the pleasures themselves are not blameworthy. God made them, and they are good. 

Nor is possessing or using things an attachment to them. Once again, we cannot avoid possession and us-
age entirely in the daily conduct of our lives. Even if I have a vow of poverty and thus own neither pen nor type-
writer, they are nonetheless reserved for my use, and I cannot do my duty without them. True enough, I may self-
ishly cling to an efficient machine, but the mere use of it is not of itself an obstacle to seeking God wholehearted-
ly. 

Nor is being attracted, even mightily attracted, to a beautiful object or person an unhealthy attachment. As 
a matter of fact, we should be drawn to the splendors of creation, for that is a compliment to the supreme Artist. 
Saints were and are strongly attracted to the glories of the divine handiwork and especially to holy men and wom-
en, the pinnacles of visible creation. Anyone who has read lives of the saints knows well how deeply they appreci-
ated the “marvels of the Lord” and how profoundly they loved their friends, especially their saintly friends. 

What Attachment Is: We may ask when a desire becomes inordinate and therefore harmful. I would offer 
three clear signs.   

The first is that the activity or thing is diverted from the purpose God intends for it. If I use my intellect 
and speech capacities to tell a lie, I am directing these gifts away from their social purposes of interhuman com-
munication (informing, recreating, loving, asking) to my personal ends of blocking communication, or of selfishly 
covering up my faulty action, or of trying to gain an unjust advantage over another. This diversion of speech 
makes it clear that I am clinging selfishly and egocentrically to a number of unworthy ends. I am decidedly at-
tached in the pejorative sense of the term.  

The second sign is excess in use. As soon as we go too far in eating, drinking, recreating, speaking or 
working, we show that there is something disordered in our activity. We cannot honestly direct to the glory of 
God9what is in excess of what He wills. Hence, a person who buys more clothes than needed is attached to cloth-
ing. One who overeats is clinging selfishly to food. The individual who watches more television or travels more 
extensively than needful is proven to be an inconsistent theist. This person wants things for himself in a competi-
tion with the Lord of all. 

The third sign of attachment is making means into ends. We have one sole purpose in life: the ultimate, 
enthralling vision of the Trinity in glory, in our risen body. Everything else is meant in the divine plan to bring us 
and others to this final embrace with Beauty and Love. When therefore we speak idly, that is, for no good pur-
pose, just for its own sake, we have made speaking into a little idol. As soon as honesty requires us to admit that 
this eating or that travel, this television viewing or that purchase is not directly or indirectly aimed at Father, Son 
and Spirit, we have made ourselves into an idol. We are clearly clinging to something created for our own self-
centered sake. We cannot be entirely in love with God. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, 

Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth 
Dinsmore, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 
Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-

ual light shine upon them. 
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