
 

September 25, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Ms. Heather Bress 
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MASS INTENTIONS (September 26—October 2, 2022) 

Monday 9:00am: Sharon Fanning & John Seger Saturday 4:00pm: +Kelly Moore 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Rosalind Mrochek Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Gervacio & +Ines Sarra Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +Rosa Elvira Gonzalez Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

Did you know Ascension has a lending library in the parish office building in the former donut room? You may 
take an item home, and return it to the Return Box when you are finished with it, in a reasonable length of time. 
You are free to use the library whenever the office is open, or when you have a meeting there, but not when reli-

gious education class is in session on Sundays from 11am-12:15pm. Enjoy some reading! 

- Mary L. Rapczysnki, Librarian 
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September 25, 2022 | 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today’s second reading, though short, is a powerful exhortation from Paul to Timothy, his spiritual “son,” and the 
first bishop of Ephesus, and still remains relevant for our own “universal call to holiness”: 
 

But you, man of God, pursue righteousness, 
devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness. 
Compete well for the faith. 
Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called 
when you made the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
I charge you before God, who gives life to all things, 
and before Christ Jesus, 
who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, 
to keep the commandment without stain or reproach 
until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that the blessed and only ruler 
will make manifest at the proper time, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, 
and whom no human being has seen or can see. 
To him be honor and eternal power.  Amen. 
 

Some of these words are especially physical and athletic in nature: 
 

“Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness…” – “pursue,” diōko, has the sense of 
earnestly and aggressively chasing down, like a hunter. It is also used for “persecute,” as in, “Blessed are 
you when they persecute you…” 
 

“Compete well for the faith” – “compete,” agōnizomai, is an athletic or warlike “struggle”; some translate this 
line as “fight the good fight of the faith.” Elsewhere Paul uses the same root to describe the Christian pur-
suit of heaven:  
 

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that 
you may obtain it. Every athlete (ho agōnizomenos) exercises self-control in all things. They do it 
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Well, I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as 
one beating the air; but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after preaching to others I myself 
should be disqualified.” (1 Cor 9:24-27) 
 

“Lay hold of eternal life…” – “lay hold of,” epilambanomai, is an intense “seizing,” implying “personal initia-
tive” or “focused resolve” (Strong’s Greek, #1949). 

 
So we see that Paul is calling for great effort and determination from his “son”! With such words Paul “charges” 
Timothy to fulfill his “noble confession” made “in the presence of many witnesses,” referring to Timothy’s prom-
ises at Baptism, or perhaps his Ordination (cf. 2 Tim 1:6). But whatever the case, Paul likens this to the “noble 
confession” of Jesus Christ Himself, made before Pontius Pilate, and thus calls Timothy to aim for the willingness 
to lay down his life. This is the great Christian struggle. 
 
Now this passage is important to us for several reasons. First, of course, it reminds us of the high standard we 
should aim for. This is clear not only from the athletic imagery, but also from the fact that Paul calls Timothy 
“man of God,” a phrase used for Moses, David, and the prophets, whose duties were to deliver God’s law, main-
tain order, and call people back to the Covenant (cf. Judges 13:8; Jer 15:11; Josh 14:6, etc.). His role as bishop is 
serious!  
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Allen Barber, Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, 

Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth 
Dinsmore, David Divine, Cynthia Graham, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Mickey Ryan, Bert 
Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faith-

fully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

September 25, 2022 | 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

 
Secondly, Paul wrote these words amid various doctrinal controversies. False teachers were leading people astray, 
division was a threat, so Paul urges Timothy to live “without stain” and to teach in continuity with “the sound 
words of Jesus Christ” (see 1 Timothy 6:3-10). Orthodoxy – “right teaching” – and orthopraxy – “right practice” – 
are vital for preserving unity.  
 
Thirdly, just before this passage Paul warns Timothy about the “love of money” which is “the root of all evils” (1 
Tim 6:10). Apparently, riches were as much a danger in Paul’s day as in Amos’ day, and as we’ll see in the Gos-
pel, in Jesus’ day as well. So we should be careful not to think ourselves beyond this temptation. Though pride 
undergirds every sin, usurping the order of God, the “love of money” can serve as the “root” or “beginning” of 
many sins, giving access to many wrong pursuits. 
 
Unfortunately, many Catholics, lay and ordained leaders alike, seem to have forgotten these points. Love for rich-
es still infects some, various other vices abound; and many Catholics, even some bishops, claim that Christ’s 
teaching is “outdated” and that “unity” will only be brought about by becoming like the world. What a travesty! 
Paul would turn in his grave – except that he is instead praying for these people’s conversion.  
 
By God’s grace, we at least have the opportunity to recognize the timelessness of Paul’s words today, and that the 
same high standard of the Christian life still apply: “all the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called 
to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity” (Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, 40). 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
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