
 

November 20, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Ms. Heather Bress 
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MASS INTENTIONS (November 21-27, 2022) 

Monday 9:00am: +All Souls Saturday 9:00am: +All Souls 

Tuesday 9:00am: +All Souls Saturday 4:00pm: Special Intention 

Wednesday 9:00am: +All Souls Sunday 8:00am: +Edilberto & +Arsenia Esguera 

Thursday 9:00am: Special Intention Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: +All Souls Sunday 12:00pm: Parishioners 

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Dear Parishioners, 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, as end of Ordinary Time. Since 
all the readings tie together and therefore will be part of my homily, here I want to provide some extra comments 
on two lines from our second reading. Paul says:  

“Brothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father… He delivered us from the power of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.” (Col 1:13-14) 

Notice the shift from the “kingdom of darkness” to the “kingdom of his beloved Son.” What is this “kingdom of 
darkness”? Though I’ll say more in the homily, from a different angle, the Catechism of the Catholic Church of-
fers some practical suggestions: 

2116 All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other 
practices falsely supposed to "unveil" the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpre-
tation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for 
power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hid-
den powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone. 

2117 All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at 
one's service and have a supernatural power over others - even if this were for the sake of restoring their 
health - are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when 
accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of de-
mons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical practices; the 
Church for her part warns the faithful against it. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify ei-
ther the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another's credulity. 

These two paragraphs begin with the problem of “divination.” This refers to any attempt to know the past, present, 
or future through the help of evil spirits. While demons cannot know the future, they can offer probabilistic predic-
tions based on their highly intelligent observation of the past and the present; this is partly why fortune tellers, 
palm readers, and other “mediums” do actually sometimes make relatively accurate predictions – knowingly or 
not, their work is a form of divination. 

The Catechism paragraphs helpfully point out that the fundamental problem behind such practices is that they 
“contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone,” which are matters of the “virtue of reli-
gion.” In other words, in seeking knowledge that belongs to God alone they deny our fundamental creaturely sta-
tus, pretending in a rebellious way to usurp God’s omniscience. This hearkens back to Genesis’ account of original 
sin, where Satan tempted our first parents to doubt God’s trustworthiness and “become like gods” (Gen 3:5). Espe-
cially for the Christian, this is a betrayal of the childlike faith that Jesus demands of His disciples with regard to 
God our Father, who has “numbered the very hairs of your head” (Lk 12:7).  

Another very practical problem is that resorting to the occult opens oneself to the influence of evil spirits. In this 
vein, one must admit that there is no “good” or “white” magic, as is it sometimes called – all of it is evil. “Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Cor 11:14), Paul tells us, and today we can still see this deception 
through various promises of bodily benefits (New Age “holistic healing,” “self-care,” Reiki), an alleged return to 
more “natural” pre-Christian beliefs and practices (Wicca, pagan nature worship), or seemingly benign play (Ouija 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al 

Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, David 
Divine, Cynthia Graham, Harry Givens, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Bert Nemeth, Sr. 

Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faith-

fully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

boards, tarot cards, charms, the “Charlie-Charlie” game, etc.). Though many people often begin to dabble with 
such things without fully knowing the realities of these things, nevertheless they will suffer negatives consequenc-
es because the mere act of free consent is sufficient to be impacted by evil spirits. Some keep delving deeper and 
deeper until arriving at full-blown Satanic practices, and though Confession and certain prayers can forgive sins 
and free people from low-level oppression, more serious cases require Church’s official ministry of exorcism. 

I do not write on these matters today simply to sound alarmist, but more to inform parents and grandparents who 
might not fully be aware of what is happening in our culture; there has been a shocking rise and normalization of 
these things among youth as our society turns more and more from God. A simple search online will suffice to 
prove this point, but most important will be a vigilant parental eye over social media, books, and entertainment. 

In a way, none of this should surprise us – we are beings of body and soul, naturally hardwired to ask about the 
invisible causes of this world. But as “natural” as some of our interest might be, other interest can quickly lead to a 
fallen and dangerous path, the trap of the “kingdom of darkness.” 

Praise God that He has “transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,” providing all the truth and grace we 
need to live in accord with the Holy Spirit.   

God bless, 
Fr. Tim  
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