
 

December 11, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Mrs. Heather Bress 
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MASS INTENTIONS (December 12-18, 2022) 

Monday 9:00am: +Marilyn Kneval Saturday 4:00pm: +Living and deceased members of  

Tuesday 9:00am: +Fr. James Betz      The Partington family 

Wednesday 9:00am: Joyce Alcoseba Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Friday 9:00am: ++Donald Dietrich Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention Sunday 12:00pm: +Ralph and Amelia Aquilina 

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

  

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al 

Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, David 
Divine, Cynthia Graham, Harry Givens, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Bert Nemeth, Sr. 

Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faith-

fully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

December 11, 2022 | 3rd Sunday of Advent  Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 

Readings for the week of December 11, 2022 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/ 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Lk 7:24-30 
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
On this Third Sunday of Advent we continue our in-depth examination of conscience, found in its fullness at 
www.beginningcatholic.com/catholic-examination-of-conscience. Today we will look at Commandments Six 
through Ten; please note this is not a children’s examination of conscience!  
 
To begin, remember that while Commandments Six and Seven largely have to do with external acts (“adultery” 
and “stealing”), they are paired with Commandments Nine and Ten which have to do with the interior act of 
“coveting” (inordinate desire). This anticipates Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount which likewise calls 
for the reordering of desires (Mt 5-7). 
 
Also, as we saw last week, these commandments cover much more ground than their specific wording. Command-
ment Six (“You shall not commit adultery”) reminds us not only that infidelity is sinful, but points us to the wider 
Biblical vision of marriage which is the loving, faithful, fruitful, and permanent commitment between a man and 
woman (see Gen 1-2, Mt 19, etc.). Since sexuality is for the purposes of marriage, any desires or acts which con-
tradict this vision must be mastered with the help of reason, faith, and grace. Stable and strong friendships can be 
of great help for those who struggle in these matters, but above all, God’s friendship through Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament can mysteriously remedy loneliness and heal deep-seated wounds, providing a peace and joy that super-
naturally fulfills one’s desire for love. 
 
Commandment Seven is rather obvious (“Do not steal”) but likewise becomes more complex the moment we take 
a broader look at Scripture and experience. The commandment first of all calls us to simplicity of life – to rest con-
tent with what is necessary for a dignified life, without envying others’ goods (Commandment Ten); and therefore 
also speaks to the need to contribute our surplus for the sake of the common good. Yet more fundamentally these 
commandments remind us of the legitimacy of private property, which gives a sense of responsibility to every hu-
man being to fulfill their God-given vocation in life. For this reason, we should resist Marxist-inspired movements 
which try to do away with private property in the name of “equal redistribution” – as if such a process could itself 
somehow remain untainted by the sin and corruption it claims to fight. In actual fact, the past century has shown us 
that such Marxism leads to societal decline, compromising the unique gifts and vocations of individuals who ought 
to remain free to discern their own needs, capabilities, and vocations. 
 
Finally, Commandment Eight is also more subtle than at first glance (“Do not bear false witness”). While original-
ly drawing from a legal context, this commandment points to the importance of truthful communication as the 
ground of a just society, and thus covers sins like calumny, gossip, and detraction. Our society has much to learn 
from the issues involved in this commandment. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
 
Sixth & Ninth Commandments 
You shall not commit adultery. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. Have I... 
Willfully entertained impure thoughts? 
Purchased, viewed, or made use of pornography? 
Watched movies and television that involve sex and nudity? 
Listened to music or jokes that are harmful to purity? 
Used an artificial means of birth control? 
Refused to be open to having children at a particular time in life without just cause? (Catechism, 2368) 



 

4 Participated in in vitro fertilization or artificial insemination? 
Sterilized my sex organs for contraceptive purposes? 
Deprived my spouse of the marital right, without just cause? 
Claimed my own marital right without concern for my spouse? 
Deliberately caused male climax outside of normal sexual intercourse? (Catechism, 2366) 
Committed adultery? (Sexual relations with someone who is married, or with someone other than my spouse.) 
Committed incest? (Sexual relations with a relative or in-law.) 
Committed fornication? (Sexual relations with someone of the opposite sex when neither of us is married.) 
Engaged in homosexual activity? 
Committed rape? 
Masturbated?  
Engaged in sexual foreplay reserved for marriage? 
Preyed upon children or youth for my sexual pleasure? 
Engaged in unnatural sexual activities? 
Engaged in prostitution, or paid for the services of a prostitute? 
Seduced someone, or allowed myself to be seduced? 
Made uninvited and unwelcome sexual advances toward another? 
Dressed immodestly? 
 
Seventh & Tenth Commandments 
You shall not steal. You shall not covet your neighbor's goods. Have I... 
Stolen? 
Envied others on account of their possessions? 
Tried to live in a spirit of Gospel poverty and simplicity? 
Given generously to others in need? 
Considered that God has provided me with money so that I might use it to benefit others, as well as for my own legitimate 
needs? 
Freed myself from a consumer mentality? 
Practiced the works of mercy? 
Deliberately defaced, destroyed or lost another's property? 
Cheated on a test, taxes, sports, games, or in business? 
Squandered money in compulsive gambling? 
Make a false claim to an insurance company? 
Paid my employees a living wage, or failed to give a full day's work for a full day's pay? 
Failed to honor my part of a contract? 
Failed to make good on a debt? 
Overcharge someone, especially to take advantage of another's hardship or ignorance? 
Misused natural resources? 
 
Eighth Commandment 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Have I... 
Lied? 
Knowingly and willfully deceived another? 
Perjured myself under oath? 
Gossiped? 
Committed detraction? (Destroying a person's reputation by telling others about his faults for no good reason.) 
Committed slander or calumny? (Telling lies about another person in order to destroy his reputation.) 
Committed libel? (Writing lies about another person in order to destroy his reputation.) 
Been guilty of rash judgment? (Assuming the worst of another person based on circumstantial evidence.) 
Failed to make reparation for a lie I told, or for harm done to a person's reputation? 
Failed to speak out in defense of the Catholic Faith, the Church, or of another person? 
Betrayed another's confidence through speech? 
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