
 

December 25, 2022 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Mrs. Heather Bress 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al 

Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, David 
Divine, Cynthia Graham, Harry Givens, Beverlee 
Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Mary Murphy, 
Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert 
Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Bert Nemeth, Sr. 

Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

For an up-to-date listing of parish funerals, please 
visit ascensionbowie.org/funerals. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faith-

fully departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

MASS INTENTIONS (December 26, 2022—January 1, 2023) 

Monday 9:00am: Roberta Caggiano Saturday 4:00pm: +Pauline & Anna McDonough 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Thomas Julien Sr. Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Thomas Julien Sr. Sunday 10:00am: Special Intention 

Friday 9:00am: Anne-Marie Aduba Sunday 12:00pm: Sodality 

Saturday 9:00am: Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Dear Parishioners, 

Happy Christmas to you all! Today we celebrate the Son of God's birth in this world, a moment that was destined 
to be celebrated as it would mark the salvation of whoever would come to faith in Jesus Christ. 

In lieu of my own thoughts I ask everyone today to reflect on the words of Pope St. Leo the Great. He is one of the 
greatest preachers on the mystery of Christmas, for which reason the Church puts this reflection in the breviary on 
this day (the prayer book every priest and religious must pray each day). I hope it is helpful, and that you have a 
blessed and joyful series of days with family and friends! 

God bless, 

Fr. Tim 

 

From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope: 

"Christian, remember your dignity" 

Dearly beloved, today our Saviour is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on the birthday of life. The 
fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the promise of eternal happiness. 

No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and death, find-
ing no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the 
sinner be glad as he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned to life. 

In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of God took for himself our 
common humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator. He came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in 
that very nature by which he had overthrown mankind. 

And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in the highest, and they proclaim peace to men 
of good will as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the nations of the world. When the angels on 
high are so exultant at this marvellous work of God’s goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of 
men? 

Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit, because in his great love for us 
he took pity on us, and when we were dead in our sins he brought us to life with Christ, so that in him we might be 
a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its ways and, as we have come to birth in Christ, let us re-
nounce the works of the flesh. 

Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not return by sin to your former 
base condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose body you are a member. Do not forget that you have 
been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s kingdom. 

Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away so great a 
guest by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought by the blood of Christ. 

December 25, 2022 | The Nativity of the Lord  Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 
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