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MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Ms. Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Mrs. Heather Bress 
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MASS INTENTIONS (January 2-8, 2023) 

Monday 9:00am: Special Intentions Saturday 4:00pm: +Angelo and Margaret Righi 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Sylvia Visk Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +Annette Orquilla Sunday 10:00am: Ladies Auxiliary 

Friday 9:00am: +Angelo and Margaret Righi Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: +Special Intention  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 

  

January 1, 2023 | Mary, the Holy Mother of God  Ascension Catholic Church | Bowie, MD 20720 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
Happy New Year! Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. As we often use this day to reflect 
on our life and make resolutions, we should know that there is no better way than to reflect on Mary as the ideal 
disciple of her Son, privileged to be immaculately conceived and set apart to live a life of holiness and virtue. God 
chose and graced her from all eternity since she would be the one to conceive Jesus and give him her humanity! 
 
I will be focusing on this more in my homily today, so below I simply would like to provide some helpful words 
from Pope St. John Paul II's encyclical, Mother of the Redeemer, #47. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
 
Paul VI said: "Knowledge of the true Catholic doctrine regarding the Blessed Virgin Mary will always be a key to 
the exact understanding of the mystery of Christ and of the Church." Mary is present in the Church as the Mother 
of Christ, and at the same time as that Mother whom Christ, in the mystery of the Redemption, gave to humanity 
in the person of the Apostle John. Thus, in her new motherhood in the Spirit, Mary embraces each and every one 
in the Church, and embraces each and every one through the Church. In this sense Mary, Mother of the Church, is 
also the Church's model. Indeed, as Paul VI hopes and asks, the Church must draw "from the Virgin Mother of 
God the most authentic form of perfect imitation of Christ." 
 
Thanks to this special bond linking the Mother of Christ with the Church, there is further clarified the mystery of 
that "woman" who, from the first chapters of the Book of Genesis until the Book of Revelation, accompanies the 
revelation of God's salvific plan for humanity. For Mary, present in the Church as the Mother of the Redeemer, 
takes part, as a mother, in that monumental struggle; against the powers of darkness" which continues throughout 
human history. And by her ecclesial identification as the "woman clothed with the sun" (Rev. 12:1), it can be said 
that "in the Most Holy Virgin the Church has already reached that perfection whereby she exists without spot or 
wrinkle." Hence, as Christians raise their eyes with faith to Mary in the course of their earthly pilgrimage, they 
"strive to increase in holiness." Mary, the exalted Daughter of Sion, helps all her children, wherever they may be 
and whatever their condition, to find in Christ the path to the Father's house. 
 
Thus, throughout her life, the Church maintains with the Mother of God a link which embraces, in the saving mys-
tery, the past, the present and the future, and venerates her as the spiritual mother of humanity and the advocate of 
grace. 

PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 
Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al 

Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, David 
Divine, Cynthia Graham, Harry Givens, Beverlee 

Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Nor-
ma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Robert Raffaele Jr., 

Geralyn Roberson, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul 
OSF, and Amber Wist. 

Death Announcements &  
Funeral Arrangements 

Mary Murphy, mother of Theresa Thompson, passed 
away on December 20, 2022. Visitation (12-1pm) 
and Funeral (1pm) are January 7, 2023 at St. Ca-
millus in Silver Spring. Arrangements are through 
Collins Funeral Home. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithfully de-

parted, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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