
 

January 22, 2023 | Fax:  (301) 805-5053 | Email: office@ascensionbowie.org | www.ascensionbowie.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASS: Saturday 4:00pm (Vigil) | Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 

DAILY MASS: Monday 9:00am | Tuesday 9:00am | Wednesday 9:00am | Friday 9:00am | Saturday 9:00am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
C        

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday— 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) 
Saturday — 8:40-9:00am (before daily Mass) | 3:00-3:30pm (before vigil Mass) 

 
ADORATION 

Perpetual Adoration: Please call the parish office for the door code 
Weekday Adoration: before and after daily Masses (8:00-9:00am, 9:30-10:00am) | Monday 5:00-9:00pm 

 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-3:30pm, Wednesday 9:30-4:30pm | Closed for lunch 12:30-1:00pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy G. Daniel  
Secretary: Ms. Sharon Fanning | Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Donovan 

Coordinator of Religious Education: Mrs. Maria Centeno | Coordinator of Youth Ministry: Emma Bigony 
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Mrs. Heather Bress 
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MASS INTENTIONS (January 23-29, 2023) 

Monday 9:00am: +Paula Moguet Saturday 4:00pm: Special Intention 

Tuesday 9:00am: +Robert Daniel Sunday 8:00am: Parishioners 

Wednesday 9:00am: +John Murphy Sunday 10:00am: +James McLaughlin 

Friday 9:00am: +Jennie Smith Sunday 12:00pm: Special Intention 

Saturday 9:00am: Donald Aduba Sr.  

A (+) indicates intention is for the repose of the person’s soul 
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Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend we celebrate "Word of God Sunday," offer prayer and penance for the unborn, and also find our-
selves in the middle of the International Week of Christian Unity. Since I plan to touch on these themes in my 
homily here I want to flesh out some details from our second reading (1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17), most important 
for its implications for unity among Christians. Paul writes: 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree in what you say, 
and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. 
For it has been reported to me about you, my brothers and sisters, 
by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. 
I mean that each of you is saying, 
“I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 
or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with the wisdom of human eloquence, 
so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its meaning. 

Paul is writing to the Church in Corinth, which he himself established but had to leave to the care of another leader 
named Apollos. As we can see from his words here, however, the change in leadership eventually led to 
“divisions” (“schismata,” from the Greek word schizo which means “to separate”), different groups identifying 
themselves with Paul or Apollos or Cephas (Peter) or Christ in a mutually exclusive way. 

Against such divisions Paul reminds the Corinthians that they should all “agree in what they say” — literally, 
maintain the same “gnome,” "mind" or “thinking,” founded on the teaching of Christ. As Paul and others tell us 
elsewhere, Christ is the final revelation of God (e.g., Hebrews 1:1-2; Catechism 65). 

Paul next goes on to say that he “was not sent to baptize” – a potentially confusing statement! – but given that in 
the same chapter, Paul does speak of baptizing, we can understand him to mean that he was not sent to establish 
his own church, a “Church of Paul,” but instead “to preach the gospel,” in the sense of preaching the full Good 
News, with Christ as the ultimate source and goal. Any preaching and baptizing Paul does is meant to unite people 
not ultimately to himself but to Jesus Christ. 

Finally Paul concludes, “so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its meaning.” If Paul were to establish 
his own church, drawing people to himself instead of Christ, then he would effectively be denying the saving work 
that Christ accomplished on the cross – namely, dying for the sins of all as the Messiah sent by God. Thus again, 
in yet another way, Paul is emphasizing that all things point to Christ, not Paul, or anyone else. In Christ alone is 
found our salvation. 

Now these words are important for us today especially because they remind us that Christ desires true unity in His 
Church. We are not meant to be “Lutherans,” “Calvinists,” “evangelicals,” or “Baptists,” but ultimately all 
“Christians,” deriving our thinking and way of life from the teaching of Jesus Christ. In the fullest sense, this is 
also why we are “Catholics”: because "catholic” means “universal," or “everywhere," indicating that we should 
maintain the same Faith regardless of less important differences like ethnic background or nationality. 
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Readings for the week of January 22, 2023 
Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Mk 3:22-30  
Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 708a, 10, 11/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5/12/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25 

Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12 

But this also shows us why great care in Christian teaching is vital. To accommodate Christ’s teachings to the 
fashions of the time or to one’s own preferences would be to divide, for it would be to no longer think in accord 
with Christ and His Church. Thus we need to be wary of any teacher, preacher, or thinker who claims to have 
“improved upon” the Gospel in the sense of contradicting what Christ has revealed. While we might indeed grow 
in our grasp of Christ’s teaching; or learn to better articulate the Faith we profess; or make more connections 
among the principles found therein, and apply them to new circumstances in the world – nevertheless, to claim to 
“progress beyond” Christ’s teachings in a way that contradicts them would be to effectively make oneself a new 
“savior” in place of Christ, and in fact create a new religion, demoting Christ from His identity as God! He either 
is or is not the final revelation of God Himself. 

Thus we can finally also see the need for the teaching teaching authority of Christ's Church. Christ gave such au-
thority to the apostles, the first bishops of the Church, united together, and such authority passed on to their suc-
cessors down to the present day, so that all might have the opportunity to hear the same saving message of Jesus 
Christ without alteration (see Catechism 77). Church authority is a gift! Thus we should be wary of the spirit of 
the age that wants to convince us that Church authority, or even clarity in it's teaching, is a bad thing, somehow 
“oppressing” us; much like the ancient serpent, cunning in his deceit: “did God say…? No, he knows your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like gods!” Such a spirit deprived and deprived us of eternal life with God. 

And so let's work for true unity, conforming ourselves first to the fullness of the "mind" of Christ and His Church. 

God bless, 
Fr. Tim 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK 

Francis Barnes, Mary Ann Boyer, Laura Chesnick, Al Cline, Rosita Dietrich, Elizabeth Dinsmore, David Divine, 
Cynthia Graham, Beverlee Lee, Robert Milburn, Ida Mullikin, Jean Mosby, Norma Perry, Norma Raffaele, Rob-

ert Raffaele Jr., Geralyn Roberson, Bert Nemeth, Sr. Vincent de Paul OSF, and Amber Wist. 
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