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Ascension Catholic Church’s Religious Education 

Statement of Purpose 

Ascension provides religious education for children in grades K-8 who attend either public school or 

non-Catholic private school.  The parish schedules required events and sacramental preparation sessions 

for those who are preparing to receive the sacraments of First Penance, First Holy Communion, and 

Confirmation, including those who attend Catholic school or are homeschooled. 

 

The Christian family is ordinarily the first experience of the Christian community and the primary 

environment for growth in faith. It is the place in which the Word of God is received and from which it 

is extended. Instruction in our parish education program endeavors to build on this “church of the home” 

by providing our youth with the perennial and authentic teaching of the Catholic Faith. This is the sure 

foundation of a genuine relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. 

 

 

 



 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES 

 

Weather closures: We follow the Prince George’s County school system when it comes to weather-

related school closures.  We will email and text parents via Flocknote regarding closures.  

 

Protocol for Religious Education Mass and Transition to Class on Sundays: All students are expected 

to attend the Religious Education Mass each Sunday with their family, followed by class directly 

afterwards. Please note: students should not be dropped off by their parents for Mass (they will not be 

supervised if they are by themselves in the church). At the conclusion of Mass, parents will bring their 

children to their classroom. If the catechist has not yet arrived at their classroom from Mass, parents should 

wait with their child until the catechist is present. On Confession weekends, instead of dropping the 

students off at their classrooms, parents should find their child’s catechist in the church after Mass and 

leave their student with the catechist.  

 

Attendance and Make-Up Work: Attendance in class will be taken each week. On the occasion that 

your child will not be able to attend class, we ask that you contact the Religious Education Office prior to 

class via email at religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org to let us know your child will be absent and to 

request the child’s make up work. They will be expected to return make-up assignments by submitting it 

to their catechist the following week. We ask all parents to be diligent in ensuring that their students be 

prompt in returning all assigned make-up work, so that they do not fall behind. 

 

It is the responsibility of parents to be aware of their children’s attendance status. We ask that your child 

have no more than 3 unexcused absences per year. A student with more than three unexcused absences in 

a sacramental year (1st Reconciliation/1st Communion and Confirmation) may be asked to delay the 

reception of the sacrament until such time that the student is sufficiently prepared, in the judgment of the 

Coordinator. In all other grades, the student may not be ready to move onto the next grade level. Parents 

are strongly encouraged to keep all unexcused absences to a minimum. 

 

That being said, parents are asked to keep their children home from class if they display symptoms of any 

kind of illness. In this situation, we ask that parents follow the steps outlined above to notify us of your 

child’s illness and to obtain make-up work. 

 

Dismissal Procedure:  

 

Grades K-5:  Parents/guardians must wait outside the doors of the Religious Education building at 

dismissal time to pick up their children. Catechists will take their class outside when class time is over 

and release students to their parents/guardians (or, in the case of those classrooms with doors to the 

outside, catechists will open their doors to release students to their parents/guardians waiting outside). No 

child is permitted to leave the Religious Education building unattended.  
 

Grades 6-7:   When students are dismissed from their classrooms, they should exit through the front door 

of the parish office. While waiting for their parents/guardians to pull up in their vehicle, students should 

wait on the sidewalk. 
 

Leaving Early: In the event a student has to leave class early, the parent must enter the parish office and 

report to the front desk to sign their child out. A Hall Monitor will then call the child from the classroom.  

No student will be allowed to leave their classroom until a parent/guardian is present. 



 

 

Late Pick Up: After a reasonable amount of time (approximately 10 minutes after class has ended) if a 

student has not been picked up at the dismissal time, the student will be brought to the front desk in the 

parish office. At that point, parents are called. If parents don’t respond, then the emergency contact is 

called and asked to pick up the student. 

 

BEHAVIOR AND HEALTH POLICIES 

 

In order for students to learn and enjoy their time in the religious education, we must maintain certain 

standards of behavior in keeping with the Catholic Faith. Among these are the following: 

 Students are expected to participate in classroom discussion, prayer and activities as determined 

by their catechist or other person in charge.  

 If the catechist asks students to bring their textbooks home to read or do homework, please make 

sure they bring the books back at the next class session, so that they will be able to follow the 

lesson and participate fully during class. 

 Students are expected to show respect for church property; this includes not leaving trash on the 

floor or grounds, graffiti on tables/chairs in the classroom. Damage to classroom property must be 

replaced by student (or student’s family/guardian). 

 Students should not bring cell phones, iPods/MP3, video games, or other electronic devices to 

class. If brought, these devices will be held by the catechist until the end of class. 

 It is critical that parents provide a complete list of their child’s allergies, current medications, and 

treatment plans (or any variance from treatment schedule) to our DRE. 

 Please ensure your children’s attire is appropriate for Sunday Mass, other liturgies, and class. 

Students should be properly dressed out of honor and respect for the Real Presence of Our Lord as 

well as for the dignity of every human being created in the image and likeness of God. 

 

If a student fails to meet class expectations and his/her behavior disrupts the education process for 

themselves or others, the following actions will be taken: 

 A verbal warning will be given to the student. 

 If the student’s behavior does not improve and he/she continues to be disruptive, the child may be 

sent out of the class to the Religious Education office. Parents will be notified. 

 If necessary, a meeting between parents, DRE, and student will be arranged to discuss the child’s 

continuation in the program. Parents may be asked to consider an alternative. 

 The Pastor of Ascension Catholic Church has final say about words, deeds, dress, and behaviors 

that are/are not in accord with Catholic teaching. 

 

FAITH KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT 

 

In compliance with the Archdiocesan Curriculum Guidelines, students in grades 3-8 will be asked to 

complete a short, standardized online assessment during the school year. The assessment link and 

instructions will be emailed to the parents in the spring for their children to complete. The assessment 

is aligned to the newly revised Forming Disciples for the New Evangelization Curriculum Standards 

and measures what students know, understand, and are able to do at each grade level. This assessment 

is designed to be a tool to help ensure that our parish and school programs are handing on the faith in 

an effective manner. It provides catechists and catechetical leaders with important data that will enable 

them to develop high quality programs that ultimately assist you, as parents, in passing on our faith to 

your children. This is not a pass/fail test. It has no impact on receiving sacraments or grade promotion. 

 



 

 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN AND CIRCLE OF GRACE 

 

Our Religious Education program here at Ascension utilizes VIRTUS: Protecting God’s Children as 

our Safe Environment Program. This program instructs and allows individuals to provide a safe 

environment for children by making it clear that abuse is not tolerated and providing tools to responsible 

adults to know how to respond to abusive situations and eliminate them from occurring in the first 

place.  All catechists are required to be compliant through VIRTUS. 

 

As part of our effort to provide a safe environment for our children, all students in our Religious 

Education program are required to attend Circle of Grace classes in the fall. What is Circle of Grace? 

It is the love and goodness of God that surrounds us and all others. It is the recognition that God is with 

us always and is there to help us in difficult situations. Through the Circle of Grace program, adults 

assist children and youth to recognize God's love by understanding that each of us lives and moves 

within a Circle of Grace. It holds your very essence in mind, heart, soul, and sexuality. The Circle of 

Grace program helps children and youth identify early on when they are uncomfortable with a situation 

and include ways to seek the help of a trusted adult. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTES REGARDING THE UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Classes for grades K-7 will be held each Sunday beginning on September 25th with an expected arrival 

time of 10:00 a.m. The day incorporates both the 10:00 a.m. Religious Education Mass and subsequent 

class instruction until 12:15 p.m. Classes for 8th grade students will be held every Wednesday from 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. starting on September 28th.  

 

As noted in the calendar, Confessions will be held in the church after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on the third 

weekend of each month. Catechists for grades 3-5 and 6-8 will alternate every other month in keeping 

their classes in church for a few minutes after Mass to give their students the opportunity to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

There will be two sacramental preparation sessions for all second graders preparing to receive the 

sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion. These sessions are mandatory for all second 

graders of the parish (those in the Religious Education program, those who attend Catholic school, and 

homeschoolers). The dates for these sessions are February 18, 2023 and May 13, 2023.  

 

In the spring, there will be several sacramental preparation sessions for all eighth graders preparing to 

receive the sacrament of Confirmation. These sessions, the retreat, and the rehearsal are mandatory for 

all eighth graders of the parish (those in the Religious Education program, those who attend Catholic 

school, and homeschoolers). The dates for these sessions will be announced at the Confirmation 

student/parent informational meeting on January 18, 2023. 

 
Questions? Contact Maria Centeno at 301-262-2227 ext. 5 or via email at 

religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.org.  


